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PREFACE. 


The  Editor  with  the  moft  pro- 
found refped,  fubmits  to  the  PubUc 
the  following  narrative. — It  forms 
a  fmall  portion  of  a  more  extended, 
work,  calculated  to  contain  the  par- 
ticulars of  every  remarkable  occur- 
rence, connected  with  the  Rebellion, 
which  happened  in  the  Year  Ninety 
Eight; — a  year  which  will  conili- 
tute  an  epoch  in  the  hiftory  of  Ire- 
land, and  the  events  of  which  ought 
to  be  univerfally  known. 

The  moment  of  action  is  not  the 
nioft  favourable  to  accuracy  of  detail : 
— Notwithftanding  the  pureft  inten- 
tions and  the  moil  fcrupulous  regard 
to  truth,  much  will  remain  for  can-* 
dour  to  CT^tenuate  and  information  to 
fupply.  Impreffed  with  this  feati- 
ment,  and  feeling  the  importance  of 
the   fubjed,  the  Editor  has    waited 

til! 
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till  the  feafon  of  tranquility,  and  now 
prefents  to  the  public  eye,  the  pro- 
duce of  his  exertions.  He  wifhed  to 
poftpone  the  Publication  in  order  to 
complete  it,  but  he  yields  to  the  en- 
treaties of  his  Friends,  and  finds  it 
necefTary  to  make  fome  facrifice  to 
the  eagernefs  of  public  curiofity : 
The  remaining  part  is  in  preparation 
for  the  Prefs,  and  as  he  continues  to 
be  fupplied  by  thofe  who  were  wit- 
nefTes  at  the  tranfadlions,  and  confe- 
quently  moil  capable  of  communi- 
cating correal  intelligence,  he  hopes 
foon  to  accomplifh  his  defign. 

The  Reader  will  perceive  from  the 
following  fpecimen,  that  the  accounts 
of  the  Battles  are  not  arranged  in 
chronological  order  ;  neither  do  they 
boaft  of  any  great  pretenfions  to 
literary  merit  j  but  they  will  be 
found    to  hav^   a   recommendation 

more 
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more  valuable  than  either — authen- 
ticity. The  Editor  was  lefs  folicitous 
about  the  flyle  of  the  work,  than  the 
truth  of  it,  and  where,  upon  invefti- 
gation,  the  matter  conveyed  to  him 
proved  corredl,  he  has  given  it  in  the 
language  of  his  correfpondent. 

If  Hiftory  be,  as  it  has  been 
elegantly  defcribed,  V'  Philofophy 
teaching  by  Example,'' — what  exam- 
ple more  necelFary  to  be  held  out  to 
public  view,  and  tranfmitted  to 
pofterity,  than  that  which  fhews  the 
dreadful  effedls  of  a  Revolution  at- 
tempted by  force,  where  the  vifionary 
politician  enjoys  for  fofhort  a  time  his 
fanguinary  triumph— fufpedied  even 
by  thofe  whom  he  calls  his  friends, 
he  is  fuperfeded  by  fuch  as  are  more 
ferocious  than  himfelf,  while  the 
fury  of  Fanaticifm  equally  deftroys 
his  profpects  in  the  mad  effort  to  ex- 
terminate 
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terminate  one  religion  and  fubflitute 
another. 

The  perufal  of  fuch  tranfadions 
mud  lugged  ufefal  refledlions.  The 
furviving  LoyaUft  will  rejoice  in  the 
triumph  of  lanju  and  the  reftoration  of 
order.  The  furviving  Rebel  will 
repent  of  his  folly,  and  enjoy  the 
comforts  which  Law  and  Order  dif^ 
tribute. 

Such  are  the  motives,  and  fuch  the 
objed  which  influence  the  Editor  of 
tills  little  Work,  From  thofe  who 
may  approve  of  it,  and  whofe  fituati- 
on  andleifure  furnifli  the  opportunity, 
he  requefts  further  affiftance.  Parti- 
culars of  Engagements,  not  included 
in  this  part,  v/ill  be  thankfully  re- 
ceived, and  due  attention  paid  to  them 
in  the  fubfequent  Publications. 
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CLONARD  is  fituatc  about  Twenty-five 
miles  from  Dublin,  on  the  Weftern  road  leading 
toMuUingar.  Tho'  conftitut^d  a  poft  town,  it 
is  a  very  fmall  Tillage,  confifting  of  an  Inn  ancl 
a  few  thatched  houies  5  but  frotn  its  fituatiori, 
being  on  the  confines  of  two  counties,  ICildare 
and  Mcath,  and  having  a  bridge  acrofs  the  river 
'Boyne,  which  opens  a  communicatioil  from 
B  Dublin 


(     4     ) 

Dublin  to  Weftmeath,  and  from  thence  to 
Athlone  and  the  Province  of  Connaught,  it  muft 
be  confidered  as  a  very  important  pafs  in  all  tinges 
of  commotion  and  war.  On  the  Dublin  fide  of 
the  town  is  fituatcd  the  maniion  houfe  of  the 
Tyrrell  family,  and  at  prefent  belongs  to  ^ohn 
Tyn-eliy  ETq.  It  is  an  old  fafliioned  houfe,  front- 
ing the  road,  from  which  it  is  fcparated  by  a  high 
wall  and  a  court  yard  ;  having  an  extcniive  gar- 
den upon  Its  right,  and  a  Iheet  of  water  upon  the 
left. — Mr.  John  Tyrrell,  being  a  Magilirate  of 
both  counties,  KHdare  and  Meath,  and  having 
exerted  himfelf  early  to  lupprefs  the  difturbances 
which  were  occafioned  by  the  Defenders,  natu- 
rally became  an  obje£l  of  their  refentment,  and 
having  been  repeatedly  menaced  with  an  attack, 
he  fortified  his  houfe  by  building  up  the  original 
•  hall  door,  opening  another,  which  might  'ilank 
the  approach  to  the  houfe,  and  barricading  all 
the  lower  windaw-s,  fo  as  to  render  them  muf- 
quet  proof. 

Upon  the  inftitution  of  the  yeomenry,   Mr, 
John  Tyrrell  was  boaoured  witii  a  commilScn 

to 
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to  raifc  a  corps  of  cavalry,  which  was  immediate*" 
ly  embodied,  under  the  title  of  the  Cknard 
cavalry^  and  Thomas  Tyrrdl,  and  Thomas 
Barlow,.  Efqs.  were  appointed  Lieutenants* 
This  corps  foon  diftinguifkcd  itfelf  by  its  un- 
wearied exertions  to  prcfcrve  the  peace 'of  the 
neighbourhood^  but  ii[>  the  courfe  of  the  Spring 
of  1 798,  Mr.  Johu  Tyrrell  the  Captain,^  r^celv* 
iog  pofitive  information  of  a  confpiracy  to  take 
away  his  life,  thought  it  prudent  to  retire  whh 
his  family  into  England. 

The  command  of  the  corps  confequently  de- 
volved upon  Mr.  Thomas  Tyrrell,  the  firft 
Lieutenant,  who  had  alfo  at  this  critical  perfod 
been  appointed  High  Sheriff"  of  the  county  of 
Kildare— Upon  the  tenth  of  May  1798,  he  re- 
ceived an  oiScial  letter,  ordering  the  Glonard 
cavalry  u^n  permanen^t  duty :  in  this  emer* 
gency  Mr.  Thomas  Tyrrell,  finding  his  ov,»n 
houfe  at  Kilreiny,  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from 
Clonard  inconvenient,  and  in  truth  indefenfible 
from  its  fituation,  removed  with  his  family  to 
his  kinfman's  houfe  at  Clonard,  before  defcriixrdt 
Bf^  where 
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vrhcre  he  mounted  a  guard  of  onje  Serjeant  and 
i§  men  who  were  to  be  relieved  every  week. 

Orders  were  about  the  fame  time  iflued  to 
Captahi  O'  Ferral,  of  the  Ballinsi  cavalry,  to 
mount  a  permanent  guard  at  Johnftown,  near 
the  Nineteen-milc  houfe,  which  were  accord- 
ingly compIUd  With :  but  upon  tha  26th  of 
May,  reports  of  a  general  rlfing  having  been 
circulated,  and  being  corroborated  by  encreafipg 
outrages  in  the  neighbourhood,  Captain  O*  Fer- 
ral  was  permitted  to  fall  back  from  Johnflown  to 
Clouard  in  the  night  time  for  protection  5  re- 
pairing tq  Johnftown  at  four  o'clock  in  the 
KQorning,  and  retiring  to  Clonard  in  the  evening. 

Ip  this  way  matters  went  on  for  fome  time, 
wben  the  country  becoming  ftill  more  diflurbed 
5^nd  ^pprehenfioos  of  an  attack  upoa  Clonard 
b^cQoiiog  c&orc  ferious,  Lieutenant  Thomas 
Tyrrell  repaired  to  Dublin  with  an  cfcort  ofhis 
corps,  leaving  the  command  at  Clonard  with 
Lieutenant  Barlow.  The  objsft  of  this  vifit  to 
Dublin,  was  to  reprefent  to  Government  the  fitu- 
ation  of  that  part  of  the  country,  the  daily  appre* 

henfions 
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henfions  of  an  attack,  and  the  neceffity  of  a  rein^ 
forcement.  Lord  Caftlereagb,  to  whom  thefe 
reprefentations  were  made,  anfwered,  that  under 
the  exifting  circumftances  no  force  could  be  fent 
to  Clonard,.  but  Mr.  Thomas  Tyrrell  was 
authorized  to  raife  fome  Supplementarie$>  for 
whom  he  would  be  fupplkd  with  arms  and 
ammunition* 

Pending  this  application  In  Dabiin,  'viz;  upon 
the  29th  of  May  the  rebels  affembled  to  the 
number  of  800  in  the  village  of  Carbery,  five 
miles  from ;  Clonard,  where  they  burned  the 
Proteftant  Charter  Sehool  and  feveral  houfes$ 
they  then  proceeded  through  Johnftown,  burn- 
ing and  deftroying  the  houfe.  of  every  Proteftant 
near  the  road.  Towards  evening  they  halted  at 
a  place  called  Gur teen,  where  they  deftroyed  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Francis  Metcalf. — When  intelli* 
gence  of  thefe  tranfaclions  reached  Clonard^ 
Lieutenant  Barlow  marched  out  with  a  party  of 
the  guard,  and  being  joined  by  Captain  O'  Ferrall 
they  went  in  purfuit  of  the  rebels,  but  did  not 
overtake  them,  until  they  had  halted  at  Gurteen^ 

B  3  wJiere 
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where  they  had  taken  a  very  advantageous  pofi- 
tion  upon  each  fide  of  a  narrow  road,  behind 
ftrong  quickfet  hedges,  fo  that  cavalry  could  not 
approach  them  with  any  proipedl  of  fuccefs. 
Lieutenant  Barlow  halted  his  men,  and  then  ad- 
Tancing  Ibme  paces  towards  the  enemy,  took  off 
kis  helmet,  and  challenged  them  to  come  forward. 
They  however  declined  leaving  their  entrench- 
ments, and  night  approaching,  the  yeomenry 
with  great  reluftance  returned  to  their  guard 
houfe. 

On  the  30th  of  May,  Lieutenant  Thomas 
Tyrrell  arrived  fafe  from  Dublin,  with  his  ef- 
coTfo  carabines  for  the  troop,  mufquets  for  the 
fuppkmentaries  and  a  quantity  of  ammunition. 
The  next  day  he  enrolled  nineteen  well  affe(fled 
Protcftants  to  adl  as  fupplementaries  and  dif- 
mounted. 

By  this  time  the  rebels  had  collefted  a  very 
confidcrable  force,  and  every  night  committed 
feme  outrage  and  depredation.  Th^y  encamped 
upon  an  Ifland  in  the  bog  of  Timahoe,  and  alio 
at  Miicklin  and  Dreihid  5    they  plundered  alaioft 

every 
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every  houfe  in  the  neighbourhood  o£  their  rci^. 
pfgclive  pkces,  drove  away^  all  the  fat  cattle  and. 
hprfts  they  could  m^etj^  and  intercepted  th® 
fapplie&for  the  IJublin  rn^rket. 


BAXTLE  OF  TIMAHOE. 
Government  being  apprized  of  thefe  proceed- 
ings, difpatched  General  Champagne  to  Clonard, 
where  he  arrived  upon  the  6th  of  June  ;  and 
^  after  confulting  with  Lieutenant  Tyrrell,  was 
cfcortcd  by  him  to  Edenderry,  where  the  Gen. 
€xpe£led  a  detachment  of  the  Limerick  militia; 
but  being  difappointed  in  this  refpefV,  an  exprefs 
was  fent  to  Philipftown  to  haften  the  reinforce- 
ment, which  arrived  at  Edenderry  upon  the  even* 
ing  of  the  7th;  and  on  the  next  day,  General 
Champagne,  having  arranged  his  plan  of  opera- 
tions, marched  from  Edenderry,  with  the  follow- 
ing forces :  A  detachment  of  the  Limerick 
militia,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gcugh  ;  the  ' 
Cooleftown  yeomen  cavalry,  under  Captain 
Wakely  and  Lieutenant  Cartland ;  the  Canal 
legion,  under  Lieutenant  Adam  Williams  ;  the 
ClQn^rd  cavalry,    Lieutenant  T.    Tyrrell ;   and 

the 
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the  Ballina  cavalry,  Captain  O'FerralU  Thefe 
feveral  corps  were  diftributed,  fo  as  that  the 
cavalry  fhould  furround  the  bog  of  Timahce, 
while  the  infantry  attacked  the  camp  upon  the 
Illand  :  This  judicious  plan  was  connpletely  exe- 
cuted— the  conteft  was  obftinate  for  fonae  time, 
owing  to  the  fmall  number  of  the  infantry,  who 
led  on  the  attack  j  but  their  firmnefs  and  dif- 
cipllne  fupplying  the  want  of  numbers,  the  Lime- 
rick, headed  by  the  gallant  Colonel  Gough,  and 
ably  fupported  by  Lieutenant  Williams,  marched 
into  the  entrenchments,  drove  the  rebels  from 
their  camp,  who  were  attacked  in^their  flight  by 
the  cavalry  and  many  of  them  put  to  death. 
The  camp  was  entirely  deftroyed,  and  a  great 
quantity  of  prifoners  and  confiderabk  booty  were 
carried  off  by  the  vidlors ! 

On  the  29th  of  June,  Lieutenant  Tyrrell  hav- 
ing received  information  that  a  large  body  of 
rebels  had  ftationed  themfelves  upon  a  hill  near 
his  dwelling-houfe  at  Kilreiny,  and  had  commit- 
ted various  robberies  in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding 

night, 
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wighr,  he  \rcnt  to  Kinnegad  to  follcit  a  reinforce- 
ment, and  fent  an  exprefs  to  Edenckrry  for  a 
force  to  >co.operate  with  him.  The  Kinnegad 
yeomen  cavalry,  under  Lieutenant  Houghtcoj 
and  a  fmall  party  of  the  Northirmberland  Fenc> 
bles  immediately  marched  with  Lieutenant  Tyr- 
reU  to  Cionardi  and  from  thence  being  joined  by 
hU  own  corps,  he  proceeded  to  Fcx's  hill^  where 
the  rebels  were  polled  to  the  amount  Gf6oO'~ 
The  attack  was  begun  by  the  Clonard  Supple- 
misntaries,  who  difplayed  great  fteadincfs .  upon 
th-i3  occafion  :  the  Kinnegad  corps  and  the  Nor- 
thumberlands  fupported  the  attack  with  great 
zeal)  and  the  Edenderry  force,  ccnfifting  of  a 
detachment  of  the  Limerick,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Gough,  the  Cooleftown  cavalry^  Captain  Wakely, 
and  the  Canal  legion,  Lieutenant  Williams^  hav- 
ing  fallen  upon  the  rebels  frcm  the  oppoGte  Hfu^ 
|hey  were  routed  with  conilderable  flangL:.: :. 
Their  commander,  one  Cajey,  his  brother  and 
fnother  Leader  were  killed  \n  this  acUo::^,  aavl 
their  bodies  brought  to  Edenderry^  wiitxe  diey 
yere  eisipafed  forfeveral  da?s, 

-  JUNCTION 
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-J.  V  KC  TJON     OF     THE     W  EX  FOR  D    JKD 

KJLDARE  REBELS. 
It  might  have  been  hoped  that  thefe  fuccefs- 
as  would  have  eftablilhed  tranquility  in  this 
neighbourhood,  and  probably  fuch  effects  would 
have  followed  the  military  exertions,  were  it  not 
for  the  irruption  of  a  large  column  of  Wexford 
rebels  into  Kildare,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Ferry y  who  being  immediately  joined  by 
Colonel  AylmeryX  commanding  the  rebel  camp 
at  Profperous,  was  prevailed  upon  to  abandon  his 
intention  of  penetrating  into  the  North,  and  to 
adapt  a  plan  fuggefted  by  Ayliner^  of  attacking 
Clonard,.pufliing  on  from  thence  by  Kilbeggan  to 
the  Shannon  and  furprifing  Athlone.  In  purfu- 
ance  of  this  plan,  the  rebel  forces  amounting  to 
4000  men  made   a   movement  towards.  Clonard. 


BATTLE    OF    CLONARD.^ 

Lieutenant  Tyrrell  was  totally  unapprized  of 

the    intention,    or    motions    of  the    enemy : — 

his   guard  were  extremely  vigrlant   daring   each 

night,  but  not  apprehending  any  danger  in  the 

X  Perry  afid  Aylmer  luere  thus  appointed  by  the 
rebels. 

day 
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day  time,  they  frequently   difperfed  through  the 
viUage*for  the  purpofe  of  recreation  and  refrelh- 
ment.     This  happened  to  be  the  cafe  with  many 
of  his  men  upon  Wednefday    iTiorning  the  nth 
of  July j  on  which  day  about   eleven  o'clock,  Mr. 
Richard   Allen    galloped    into    the   Court,    and 
brought  inlelligence  that  he  was    purfucd  by  a 
'picquct  guardv€f  the  rebels,    whom  h 3  narrowly 
-cfcaped,  as  they  were  well  ixioi>nted  ;  and  he  was 
tonfident  a  confiderable  force    was  approaching. 
^The  alarm  was  inftantly  given— every   exertion 
'  was  made  to  coUeiH:  the  fcattered  men,  and  par- 
ties were  flationed  in  the  moft  advantageoCis  poii- 
ticns.     As  the  enemy  were  expecled   from    the 
Dublin  fide,  fix  of  the  corps  (including  Mr.  Allen 
and  Thomas  Tyrrell,  junr,- the  Lieutenant',  {ov,^ 
and  only  fifteen  years  of  age)  took  poffeffion  of  an 
,  ^Id  Turret  at  the  extremity   of  the  garden,  and 
which  commanded  the  road.     Sucb  was  the  ra- 
pidity with  which  the  rebels  advanced,  that  the 
firing  adually    commenced    fcom    this    quarter 
upon  their  cavalry  before  the  entire  guard  could 
be  coUefted/  and  the,  gate  leading  anto  the  court 
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yard  was  under  fuch  neceffity  clofed  to  the  ex- 
clufion  of  feveral,  fo  that  when  Lieutenant 
Tyrrell  came  to  afcertain  his  ftrength,  he  found 
he  had  only  Tweniy-fevm  men,  including  his  own 
three  fons,  the  cldeft  of  whom  was  only  feven- 
tcen  years  old  ]  Such  a  critical  fituation  required 
the  coolneis  of  a  man  innured  to  military  dan- 
ger,  and  all  the  exertion,  firmnefs  and  Ikill  of 
a  veteran  foldier.  But  although  Lieutenant 
Tyrrell  never  had  ferved  in  the  array,  his  own 
good  fenfe  fupplied  the  want  of  experience,  and 
his  native  courage  furnillied  refources  adequate 
to  the  magnitude  of  the  occafion.  He  found  bis 
men  a^  zealous  as  himfelf,  determined  to  main- 
tain their  poft  and  difcharge  their  duty  to  theif 
King  and  Country,  or  fall  in  fuch  a  glorious  caufe. 
After  fending  a  fupply  of  ammunition  to  the  ad- 
vanced poft  at  the  Turret,  and  (lationing  other 
cut-pcfts,  he  retired  into  the  houfe  with  the 
main  body,  from  which  he  feledled  the  beft  markf- 
men ;  and  placing  them  at  particular  windows 
gave  directions  that  they  feould  not  fire  without 
having  their  object  covered,  he  had  the  reft  of 
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the  men  fecured  behind  the  walls  and  inceffant* 
ly  employed  iri  loading  mufkets  and  carabines 
for  the  markfmen  at  the  windows. 

The  firing  as  we  have  obfcrvcd   commenced 
from  the  Turret  at  the  extremity  of  the  garden. 
About  300  of  the  rebel  cavalry,  lead  on  by  one 
Worrell  formed  their  advanced  guard,  and  ap- 
proached the  Turret  in  a  fmart  trot,  without  ap-i^ 
|)carin,g   to    apprehend  any  danger.     The  firi> 
iliot   was  fired  by  young   Mr.    Tyrrell,  whicli 
mortally  wounded  Farrell,  and  being  followed  by 
.a  general  difcharge  from  the  reft  among  the  body 
of  the  cavalry,  threw  them  into  ^reat  confufion^ 
in  which  ftate  they  fled  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
firing.     The  infantry  however  coming  up,  many 
of  them  contrived  to  pafs  the  Turret  under  cover 
of  the  wall,  and  numbers  were  polled  behind  a 
thick   hedge  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  road, 
from  which  they  kept  up  a  fmart  fire  againil:  the 
Turret,  but  without  doing  any  material mifchief. 
^     The   infantry   who    had    pafled    the    Turr^ 
4)cing  joined  by  a  party  who  came  by  a  crofs  road 
;j(for  it  fecms  their  plan  was  to  furround  the  houic 
C  bf 
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by  advancing  in  difFerent  dlre£lions)  they  (lation- 
ed  a  guard  upon  the  bridge  to  prevent  any  rein- 
forcement arriving  in  that  direftion.  About  ten 
or  a  dozen  of  this  guard  were  in  a  very  few  mi- 
nutes (hot  by  the  markfmen  from  the  windows, 
upon  which  the  reft  "fled  j  not  one  of  the  rebels 
ventured  afterwards  to  appear  upon  the  bridge, 
fo  that  the  communication  with  the  Weftern 
road  was  In  a  great  meafure  preferved,  the  im- 
portance of  which  to  the  little  garrifon  in  Clo- 
Hard  will  appear  in  the  event  of  the  day. 

The  enemy  being  thus  defeated  in  their  firft 
cmfct  in  both  points  of  attack,  became  cxafperated 
to  an  extravagant  pitch  of  fury — and  determined 
upon  the  moft  favage  revenge.     A   large  party 
contrived  to  penetrate  into  the  garden,  by  the 
rere,  and  feme  of  them  Immediately  rufhed  into 
the    Turret.       The    yeomen    ftationed     there 
were  upon  an  upper   floor — they   had   the  pre- 
caution  to  drag    up   the  ladder  by  which  they 
afcended ; — the    rebels    endeavoured    to    climb 
upon  each  other,  fo  as  to  reach  the  upper  ftory, 
but  they  were  killed  as  faft  as  they  appeared ; 

others 
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Others  then  ran  their  pikes  through  the  cieiing, 
and  fired  fhots  but  without  efFeft — thexonflift 
was  obftinate — twenty  {even  of  t)ie  rebels  lay 
dead  on  the  ground  floor,  when  at  length,  a 
quantity  orftraw  wss  brought  and  let  on  fire. 
The  building  was  foon  hi  flames  ^  two  of  the 
yeomen.  Mr,  Michael  Cufack,  and  Mr.  George 
Tyrrell,  endeavouring  to  force  their  way  through 
the  fmoke  were  immediately  put  to  death ;  the 
reft  of  the  party,  viz.  Mr.  Allen,  young  Mr.  T. 
Tyrrell,  and  two  others  efcaped,  by  leaping  from 
a  window  twenty  foot  high  into  an  hay-yard j, 
from  whence  under  cover  of  a  wall  which  di- 
vided it  from  the  garden  they  cfcaped  into  the 
houfe. 

Having  fucceeded  fo>  well  by  the  effe£l  of  con- 
flagration, the  enemy  fet  fire  to  the  toll-houic 
and  fome  other  cabins  on  the  left  near  the 
bridge,  for  the  purpofe  of  embarrafing  and  confu- 
iing  the  garrifon  ;  during,  this  operation^  they 
were  feen  throwing  their  dead  into  the  flames,  for 
the  purpofe,  it  was  thought  of  evading  difcoverf. 
Cz..  -The. 
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The  battle  had  now  laftcd  near  fix  hours  r 
about  five  in  the  evening,  the  approach  of  fuc- 
cour  was  defcried  from  the  houfe — the  hopes  of 
aU  were  elevated,  and  they  fought  with  renovated 
rigour. 

One  of  the  guard  who  had  been  excluded  by 

the  fudden  fhutting  of  the  gates  in  the  morning, 

finding  be  could  be  of  no  other  ufe,  repaired  to 

Kinnegad,  reprefented  the  fituation  of  his  friends 

at  Clonard,  upon  which  fourteen  of  the  Kinnegad 

infantry,  under  Lieutenant  Houghton,  and  eleven 

Northumberland  Fcnclbles,    under  the  command 

of  a   Serjeant,  immediately  collecled,  and  with 

great    gallantry    marched    for  Clonard.       The 

communication   by  the  bridge  having  been  kept 

open  in  the  manner  before  related.  Lieutenant 

Tyrrell  faliied  from  the  houfe,  and  foon  effected 

a  junction  with  this  reinforcement.     A  few  vollies 

completely  cleared  the  roads,  and  having   then 

placed  the  Northumberland  and  Kinnegad  men 

in  fuch  fituations  as  moft  effc(Slually  to  gall  the 

enemy    In  their  retreat  from  the  garden,    the 
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Lieutenant  undertook  m  perfon,  the   hazardous 
enterpriie  of  diflodgi.ng  them  from  thence. 

At  this  time  it  is  fuppofed  there  were  400 
rebels  in  the  garden  5  numbers  of  them  were 
pofted  upon  a  mount  planted  with  old  fir  trees, 
which  afforded  confiderable  proteftlcn,  and 
many  lay  concealed  behind  a  privet  hedge,  front 
whence  they  could  diftinftly  fee  every  perfon 
who  entered  the  garden,  tho'  they  could  not  be^ 
fcen  themfelves — Lieutenant  Tyrrell  at  the  head 
of  a  few  picked  men,  rufhed  into  the  garden  ;. 
znd  was  received  by  a  general  difcharge  from 
both  parties  of  the  enemy:  no  time  was  lofl  in 
attacking  the  party  behind  the  hedge,  who  being 
defeated,  retired  to  the  mount ; — here  the  action  ^ 
again  became  warm,  the  rebels  appeared  deier"  . 
mined  to  maintain  the  advantage  of  their  fituation^ 
a;nd  the  yeomen,  tho'  fatigued  with  the  labour 
of  the  day,  could  not  think  of  retiring.  Six  of 
them  were  badly  wounded,  among  whom  was 
Mr.  Richard  Allen  who  hid  fo  gallantly  defend-^ 
ed  the  Turret — a  ball  pafled  thro'  his  left  arm, 
and  entered  his  fide ,  his  comrades  flill  perfevered 
C  3  with 
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with  tl^e  moft  undaunted  courage,  and  fupport- 
ing  a  fteady  and  well  dire£led  fire  againft  the 
mount,  the  enemy  wer^  at  length  difperfed,  and 
in  their  flight  were  met  by  the  Northumberland 
and  Kinnegad  corps  who  made  great  havoc 
among  them. 

Ihe  victory  was  now  complete — as  glorious  an 
atchievement,  we  will  venture  to  fay,  as  occurred 
<iuring  th«  whole  rebellion,  and  for  which  the 
gallant  officers  and  men  can  never  be  too  much 
;4ppteuded,  whether  we  confider  it  as  an  unex* 
ampled  difplay  of  genuine  loyalty  and  true  cou- 
rage, or  eftimate  its  ralue  from  its  immenfc 
5x«portance  to  that  part  of  the  country,  and  the 
iingdom  at  large.  It  was  the  firfl:  check  which 
the  United  army  of  Wexford  and  Kildare  ex- 
perienced, and  proved  the  fore-runner  of  thofe 
anultiplied  defeats  which  terminated  in  its  total 
difperfion. 

MRS.      rrRRBLLs'f    SUFFERINOS    WHILB 
PBISONBFL  fflfU  THE  REBELS. 
After  the   battle  it  might  have  been  expe<5l€d 
that  the  Utile  garrifon  would  have  given  them- 
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fetves  up  to  an  excefs  of  joy  ;  but  the  breaft 
of  their  commanJer  was  filled  with  anxious 
folititude— the  partner  of  his  heart — his  wife  ; 
the  mother  of  thofe  three  gallant  youths,  who 
mixed  in  thehotteft  fcenes  of  the  day,  was  abfent 
the  whole  time,  and  no  tidings  of  her  had  reach- 
ed the  garrifon.  The  men  fympath^fed  with  the 
hufband  and  the  children,  and  fuccefs  was 
thought  incomplete,  until  flie  was  reftored  to 
their  embraces. 

Probably  the  reader  may  participate  fomewhat 
of  a  fimilar  feeling,  and  defire  fome  gratification 
from  a  brief  narrative  of  the  circuinftances  at- 
tending the  lady  while  in  poffeffion  of  the  rebels. 

On  the  morning  of  the  i  ith  of  July,  about 
Ac  hour  that  the  guard  difperfed,  as  we  have 
before  mentioned,  Mrs.  Tyrrell  went  in  her 
carriage  from  Clonard  to  her  own  houfe  at  Kil- 
rriny  upon  fome  domeftic  concerns— -fhe  foon 
heard  the  rebels  were  coming,  and  fpeedily  drove 
back  with  the  hope  of  reaching  Clonard  before 

them. 
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them.  la  this  however  (he  was  difappointed  ; 
the  noife  of  mufquetry  convinced  her  of  the  im- 
praftabih'ty  of  this  attempt.  The  fervant  was 
ordered  to  turn  about  and  drive  to  Kilreiny,  from 
whence  (he  intended  to  fend  an  exprefs  to  Eden- 
derry — fhe  had  not  however  proceeded  many 
yards,  when  the  carriage  was  overtaken  by  two 
men  on  horfeback,  armed  with  drawn  fword?, 
who  with  oaths  and  menaces  ordered  the  fervant 
to  flop — They  turned  the  carriage  back  towards 
Clonard  until  they  overtook  about  200  men  armed 
with  pikes^  a  few  mufquets  and  fome  fwords. 
They  fearched  the  carriage  for  arms  but  did  not 
find  any.  Mrs.  Tyrrell  defcribes  the  men  as  a 
ragged,  wretched  looking  banditti :  three  of  them 
armed  with  mufquets  mounted  the  boot  of  the 
carriage  5  three  more  got  behind  it  — and  in  this 
manner  attended  by  a  great  crov/d,  the  carriage 
was  drove  two  miles  round  to  the  high  road  lead- 
ing from  Dublin  to  Clonard  :  here  they  kept  her 
a  prifoner,  notvvith fending  her  frequent  en- 
treaties to  be  enlarged  ;  fhe  at  one  time  appre- 
hended the  pike-men  would  cut  her  to  pieces,  as 

they 
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.they  quarrelled    among  themfelves,  fome  being 
difpofcd  to  treat  her  with    civility — others   the 
i^cverfe — after    fome    time    flie  preTaikd  upon 
them  to  permit  her  to  retire  into  a  cabin,   the  in- 
habitants of  which  knew  her>  and  two  men  armed 
with  mufquets  were   placed  as    centries.      She 
there  remained,  until  the  rebels  were  defeated 
*at  Clonard,  when  th€  whole    body  upon  their 
retreat  aSembled  at  the  cabin  ;,  one  of  the  rebel 
officers  came  in,  and  dcjSred  Mrs.  Tyrrell  to  get 
liito  her  carriage ;     (he  alked  for  what  purpofe  ? 
He  replied,    that  fhe  muft  go   with  them  j  fhc 
entreated  him  to  permit  her  to  remain  whera  flie 
was,  and  that  her    carriage  and  horfes  were  at 
Bis  fcrvice  ',  he  for  fome  time  denied  her  requeft  : 
but  falling  on  her  knees  to  fupplicatc  him,  he 
told  her  fhe  might  ftay.     He    then    withdrew, 
but  immediately  a  great  common  fello^r  came  in, 
Tcized  her  by  the  arm,  dragged  her  to  the  door, 
and  defired  fome  men  to  lift  her  upon  a  horfe 
.which    had    been    provided    for  her,    as  fome 
I     wounded  men  were  to  be  put  into    the  carriage. 
Mrs.  Tyrrell's  alarm  now  became  exceffive— fhe 

looked 
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k;okeJ  round  for  the  pcrfon,  wIk)  had  confcnted 
to  let  her  remain  in  the  cabin,  and  getting  her 
arms  round  him  reminded  him  of  his  promife. 
He  acknowledged  his  engagement,  but  confeffed 
he  had  not  power  to  perform  it — that  fhe  mufl: 
go  with  them,,  but  would  be  accommodated  with 
her  own  carriage.  Three  or  four  men  then 
thruft  her  into  the  carriage,  which  moved  onj 
attended  by  an  immenfe  body  of  people,  and  a 
great  number  of  officers.  When  they  had  pro- 
ceeded about  a  mile,  the  carriage  was  flopped 
and  entered  by  Col.  Pcrry,^  who  faid,  he  was 
fatigued.  Mrs.  Tyrrell  endeavoured  to  prevail 
upon  him  to  let  her  go— but  in  vain — fhe  told 
him,  {he  would  ufe  all  her  influence  for  his  ad- 
vantage, if  ever  fhe-  had  an  opportunity ~He  J 
anfwered  that  the  yeomen  had  taken  a  general 
oScer,  at  Clonard,  and  that  fhe  muft  rem^ain.  a 
prifoner  till  his  fate  was  known  —  After  fome 
time,  ths  carriage  was  flopped  again,  and  a  fellow 
came  in,  who  told  Col.  Perry,  he  had  a  right 
to  it,  as  he  had  taken  it,  and  t ho' quite  a  com- 
t'i:oa    fcilow,    Perry    had    not    power    to    pre-j 
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vent  him.  Mrs.  Tyrrell  then  applied  to  this 
man  Tor  proteflion  ;  he  anfwered,  that  fhe 
could  not  obtain  her  liberty.  She  was  now  reduc- 
ed to  all  the  anguiOi  of  defpair,  when  a  gleam 
of  hope  flidderily  darted  acrofs  her  mind,  upon 
iecing  a  man  riding  befide  the  carriage  whofc 
countenance  was  perfeJlIy  familiar — This,  was  one 
Kearns^  a  popifh  prieft,  who  had  been  for  fome 
time  a  curate  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Clonardj 
and  had  always  been  received  in  Mr.  TyrrelTs 
lioufe,  with^the  refpedl  due  to  his  clerical  func- 
tion and  the  hbrpitality  of  an  Irifh  gentleman. 
tJpon  meeting  a  man,  who  had  feafted  for 
weeks  together  at  her  table;  and  a  clergyman 
too^l  ftie  thought  herfeif  fecure,  and  implored 
his  protei^ion  :  he  coldly  anfwered— "  O  yes, 
.  Madam"— But  with  all  the  bafe  and  black  in- 
gratitude of  a  fullen  and  unfeeling  heart,  infenfi- 
ble  of  paft  kindnefs,  he  drew  back  his  horfe,  and 
with  the  jefuitical  prevarication,  natural  to  fuch 
a  charaftcr,  determined  not  to  interfere,  while  he 
afFe£led  to  confole  her  with  an  implied  dfFer  of 
affiftance — —Thus  deferted  Ihe  again  abandon- 
ed 
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ed  herfelf  to  defpair,  and  began  to  prepare  hcr- 
felf  for  that  dcath>  which  (he  now  looked  upon 
as  uieyitable*— — A  man  wko  fat  upon  th^  boot 
of  the  carriage,  was  fuddenly  ftruck  with  the 
fervency  of  her  devotion,  and  turning  round, 
faid,  He  bad  as  much  authority  as  any  other  man 
thece,  and  that  the  lady  (hould  do  as  {he  plea- 
ied,  Elevated  a  little  from  her  defpondcncy 
by  this  expreflion,  Mrs.  Tyrrell  gave  him  her 
gold  watch,  promifing  him  any  further  reward 
he    would   demand,    if  he   would    procure  her 

liberty At  this  time  a  perfon  In  the  garb  of 

an  officer,  and  whofc  countenance  beamed  with 
the  rays  of  humanity  rode  up  to  the  carriage — fhc 
immediately  addrefled  him  in  the  moft  fuppli- 
cating  ter^ns — imploring  him  to  take  pity  upon  a 
poor  defencelefs  woman,  who  had  not,  and  wha 
could  not  injure  him — He  Interrogated  her  as  t© 
who  (he  was  and  how  fhe  came  there— She  told 
him~He  proteft^d  that  he  did  not  before  know 
of  any  fach  thmg,  and  requefted  to  know  what 

(he  wifhcd  to  do She  replied  that  fhe  only 

required  to  be  let  on  her  feet,  that  fhe  might 

proceed 
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proceed  home.  He  immediately  ordered  the 
cavalcade  to  flop— handed  her  out  of  the  carriage 
in  the  moft  kind  and  humane  manner — conduct- 
ed her  thro'  an  immenfe  crowd  of  arm-cd  men^, 
and  apologized  for  not  accompanying  her  to 
Clonard,  by  faying,  "  flie  knew  he  could  not  do 
it  with  fafety." — Mrs.  Tjrrell  made  him  the  ac- 
knowledgements of  a  grateful  heart,  and  begged 
to  be  entrufted  with  his  name,  that  if  ever  it 
fhould  be  in  her  pov/er,  fhe  might  return  the 
kmdnefs  (lie  had  then  experienced,  and  repay  the 
obligations  fhe  had  received. — He  faid,  he  was 
afraid  (he  could  not  do  him  any  fervice,  and  with 
apparent  reluctance  told  her,  he  was  Captaia 
Byrr:€  /—He  then  returr.ed  to  his  party,  and  Mrs, 
Tyrrell  having  met  feme  of  the  people  in  whofc 
cabin  flie  was  a  prifoner,  they  accompanied  her  to 
Clonard,  where  fhe  was  confoled  fcsr  all  her  fuf- 
rrings  by  finding  her  hufband  and  children  alive. 

The  gentleman  (for  fnch  his  conducl  evinced 

him    to  be)  wlio  called  himfelf   Captain  Byrne^ 

proved  to  be  Mr.  -Bwne^   of  Ballymanus,   in  the 

c<2ur,ty  of  Wicklo^v,  who  afterwards  furrendered 
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himfelf  to  Government,  and  Lieutenant  Tyrrcii 
being  in  Dublin  at  the  time,  repaired  to  the 
Caftle,  had  an  intertic^  with  Mr.  Byrne,  ex- 
preffed  his  acknowledgments  to  him  in  the 
warmed  terms,  and  reprefented  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Byrne  to  the  Adminlftration  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, as  {hewed  the  Lieutenant's  fenfe  of  the 
obligation,  while  it  promoted  the  lenient  difpoS- 
tion  which  was  afterwards  manifeftcd  to  Mr.  , 
Byrne. 

Thus  have  we  given  an  authentic  detail  of  the 
battle  of  Clonard  and  the  circumftances  attending 
it,  which  in  faft  have  been  but  little  known,  no 
official  account  having  ever  been  publifhed  con- 
cerning it.  One  fubjeft  of  regret  however  re- 
mains for  the  viftors  in  the  lofs  of  Mr.  Richard 
Allen,  who  died  of  his  wounds  a  few  days  after 
at  Mullingar,  regretted  by  all  who  knew  him,  as 
SI  young  gentleman  of  unfuUicd  integrity  and  un- 
daunted courage — attached  to  his  King  by  the 
purcft  principles  of  loyalty,  and  to  his  family  by 
the  warmcft  affection— He  was  a  zealous  yeoman 
tnda  ftcady  friend.     All  that  feems  neceflary  to 
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add,  IS  to  fay  a  few   words  rtfpcCtmg  the  fate  of 
this  rebel  army  and  ks  leaders. 

Fj^te   of   the  rebels. 

After  proceeding  fonae  diilance  from  Clonard 
along  the  Dublin  road,  they  turned  to  the  right 
and  took  up  their  quarters  for  the  night  in  the 
village  of  Garbery — wher^  they  poflelTcd  them- 
felves  of  Lord  Harberton's  houfe,  and  indulged 
in  drinking  wine  and  fpirits  to  excefs— they  were 
moft  of  them  intoxicated,  in  which  (late  had  they 
been  attacked,  they  muft  have  been  totally  de- 
ftroyed— But  the  force  at  Clonard  was  too  fmall, 
had  fufFered  too  feverely,  and  expended  too  much 
ammunition  to  attempt  a  purfuit.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  1 2th  of  July,  the  rebels  moved  from 
Garbery  to  Johnflovvn,  and  from  thence  by  the. 
Nineteen-mile  houfe  into  the  county  of  Meatli~ 
They  were  purfued  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Gough,  with  a  fmall  party  of  the  Limerick  mili- 
tia, and  the  Edenderry  yeomen— -An  cxprefs  had 
been  fent  to  Col.  Gordqn,  commanding  at  Trim 
to  march  out  with  a  fdrcc  from  thence,  and  co- 
operate with  the  Edenderry  detachment— CoL 
D  Z  Gordon 
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Gordon  accordingly  left  Trim,  vriih  2cc  men  and 
two  pieces  of  cannon,  but  from  fome  »  fatality,  yet 
unexplained,  did  not  join  the  attack,  which 
Lieutenant  Col-  Gough,  after  waiting  fome  time 
and  reconnoitring  the  enemy  pofted  upon  a  hill, 
commf^ced  againfi:  them,  with  only  fixty  infan- 
try and  twenty  cavalry.  The  event  of  that  en- 
gagement is  well  known,  the  rebels  were  com- 
pletely defeated,  leaving  immenfe  booty  of  cat- 
tle, &c.  behind  them. 

They  were  next  p-jrfued  by  General  flyers, 
wi«.h  detachments  of  the  *  Dublin  yeomenry,  and 
Buckinhamfhire  militia,  and  tho'  the  General 
was  not  fortunate  enough  to  overtake  them,  yet 
lie  dro%'e  them  towards  Shne,  where  they  were 
attacked  by  General  Meyrick,  and  in  feveral 
-rabfequent  days  were  met  by  different  military 
bodies,  who  fucceinveiy  routed  them,,  fo  thai  at 
length  this  formidable  body  was  ccm.pletcly  dif- 
^eried. 

CHARACTER 

V-    Th  caufe  has  hsenf,nce  fully  exp lamed  to  the 
Editor — Sec  PART  the  second,   Fa ^j  323. 


*  re 


Nozhit:g  refpcBing  the  Teomenry  of  DulHn  hav- 
uig   apte^  jd  in  this  x^^arrative — The  Editor  af 

jures 


(     31     ) 

aUARACTER  OF  COL.  PERRT^  JN-D 
ipRIEST  KEARNS  WHO  WERE  EXMCUTEQ^ 
Every  man  who  furvived  thought  only  of 
providing  for  his  own  fafety. — Colonel  Perry  and 
Father  Keams  mad^  their  efcape  into  the  King*s 
county,  aad  were  attempting  to  crofs  a  bog  near 
Clonholloguey  where  they  were  apprehended  by 
Mr.  Ridgeway  and  Mr.  Robinfon  of  theEden- 
derry  yeomen,  who  brought  them  to  that  town, 
where  they  were  tried  and  executed  by  martial 
law.  P^?'r);  was  extremely  communicative,  and 
while  in  cuftody  both  before  and  after  trial  sra- 
liiled  the  enquiries  of  every  perfon  w^ho  fpoke  to 
him,  and  made  fuch  a  favourable  imprefilonj  that 
^  jtnany  regretted  his  fate — He  acknowledged,  that 
150  of  the  rebels  were  killed  and  wounded  at 
Clonaild — which  tho*  accompllfhed  by  27  men 
nill  not  appear  extraordinary,  when  it  is  known 
that  thefe    27  men  fired  upwards  of  1300   balL 

cartridge  ! 

D  3  Keams 

fures  that  truly  refpeBable  body  he  has  referved  for  a 
future  publication  a  variety  of  particulars  refpe^iug 
their  ALERTNESS  and  unjhaken  LOYALTY,  at  a  time 
ivhen  fur  rounded  by  imminent  danger — to  a  great 
partofivhich  the  Editor  {being  then  in  their  ranis) 
was  an  eye  ivitnefs  ;  how  %veU  th^y  difchar^ed  their 

duty 
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Kear,:s  was  exrxily  tnc  rcverfe  of  his  compa- 
nion— he  was  filent  rnd  fulky,  r.nd  feldom  fpoke, 
fave  to  -upbraid  Perry  for  his  candid  acknou''- 
ledgments — The  hiftory  of  tliis  Priefl:  is  fome- 
Vv'hat  extraordinary — He  had  actually  been  hang- 
ed in  Paris,  during  the  reign  of  Rcbefpiorc^ 
but  being  a  large  heavy  man,  the  lamp-iron  from 
which  he  was  fufpended,  gave  way,  till  his  toes 
reached  the  ground — in  this  ftate,  he  was  cut 
down  by  a  phyfician,  who  had  known  him, 
brought  him  to  his  houfe,  and  recovered  him. 
He  afterwards  made  his  efeape  into  Ireland  ;— 
was  conftituted  a  curate  of  a  chapel  near  Clbnard, 
and  having  fuffered  fo  much  by  democratic  r^^ge 
and  infurredlionary  fury,  he  was  looked  upon  as 
an  acquifition  in  the  neighbourhood,  then  much 
difturbed  by  the  defenders — He  inveighed  againft 
thefe  nightly  marauders  with  fuch  appearance  of 
finceiity  and  zeal,  that  he  was  frequently  con- 
fulled  by  the  magiftrates,  and  fometimes  accom- 
panied them  in  their  patroles— Some  fufpicion  of 
treachery  on  his  part  was  at  length  entertained, 

froni 
/lufy  by  guarding  the  MeiropoUs^  fo  much  the  objeFt  of 
attach  J.  43,'ndfecuring  its  internal  quiet  y*will  he  remem- 

i  **'.'.'  ':  evr\  fric;:d  to  tie  Coiulitution   thro*  fii'iire 
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from  the  unifcVm  difcovery  of  the  operations 
agreed  upon  by  the  maglfirates,  in  confequence 
of  which^  he  was  excUidcd  from  th^ir  councils, 
and  a  pofitive  information  being  fwora  againft 
him  for  inftigating  a  murder  which  v/as  after- 
wards aftualif  committed,  he  fled  into  Wexford, 
where  he  became  a  member  of  an  aiTailinating 
committee,  in  which  cspacity  heconiiniTed  to  be 
extremely  active,  until  he  accompanied  CoL 
Perry  upon  the  expedition  into  K!!dare,  which  he 
is  known  to iiave  encouraged,  and  which  finally 
led  him  to  that  fafe,  which  was  the  juft  rev/ard 
of  an  hypocritical  and  malignant  heart,  iHied 
with  gloomy  and  ferocious  paliions— He  feemed 
rather  to  be  an  inilruoient  of  Hell,  than  a  mi- 
nifter  of  Heaven,  for  hi^  rnlnd  was  perpetually 
brooding  over  fanguinary  fchemes  and  plans  of 
rapine,  while  he  aflumed  the  lacred  veftmcnts  of 
a  fervant  of  Chrift ! 
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"The  jQihu-.v.g  Authenhc  Letters^  carefully  coU 
kcfed  by  ike  Edito>'y  may  be  relied  on^  havi^ig 
been  written  by  Perfons  of  undoubted  Veracity^  ivho 
ivete  fully  ajfured  of  the  faFts  therein  recited^ 


LETTER    I. 

Carlow,  June  31ft,  1798. 
My  dear  Friend y 

TOUR  affectionate  letter  I  did  not  receive 
till  ebht  davs  after  date :  I  have  felt  much  un- 
ealinefs  at  not  having  it  ia  my  power  to  anfwer 
itfooner;  you  may  think  it  ftrangc  that  in  the 
fpace  of  tea  days  I  could  not  procure  time  for 
tliat  purpofe,  but  v;ere  you  acquainted  with  my 
fituatlon  you  would  be  convinced  that  it  is  a  faft. 
If  I  live  to  fee  you,  I  truft  fully  to  convince  yo» 
of  the  fame. 

Providentially  for  me  I  was  abfent  from  Cariow 
the  time  of  the  attack  on  that  town — I  fay  pro- 
videntially \  for  my  warm  fpirit  and  forward  dif- 
poQtion  migat  have  led  me  into  danger.  The 
acco'jnt  which  I  received  from  people  of  veracity, 
xvho  were  on  the  fpot  is  as  follows. 

On 
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On  the  24tli  of  May,  the  day  preceding  the 
attack,  Haydon^  a  yeoman,  but  an  officer  of  the 
rebels,  repaired  to  the  country,  and  (pent  the 
day  in  muftering  his  forces.  A  letter  ^relative 
to  the  bufinefs,  dire6led  to  Mr.  J.  D.  of  Aries, 
was  by  miftake  put  into  the  hands  of  a  loyal  * 
yeoman  of  the  fame  chriftian  and  firname^  and 
refiding  in  the  fame  place :  the  bearer  was  con- 
veyed to  Maryborough  and  executed,  and  the 
letter  fent  to  Col.  M-^^o  commanded  in  Car- 
low,  by  means  of  which  the  military  had'  timely 
notice  of  the  intentions  of  tlie  rebels.  There 
being  no  barrack  for  infantry  in  the  town,  the 
men  were  billeted  upon,  the  inhabitants:  the 
genteeler  fort  paying  for  their  lodging,  t'ley  were 
in  general  quartered  in  the  cabins.  The  intenticn 
of  the  rebels  was  to  murder  the  foldiers  in  their 
lodgings,  furprife  and  take  the  Horfe  Barrack  , 
and  then  make  themfelves  mafters  of  the  town, 
which  in  all  probability  they  would  iiave  xk^^ 
had  nfet  God  brought  their  defigns  to  light  lu 
the  manner  above  mentioned  ;  for  on  recci^  of 
tKe  above  information  the  infantry   were  oi^red 

into 
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into  the  barracks,  and   kept  under    arms  till  the 
inrurgcnts  had  entered  the  town.     • 

About  tv7elve  o'clock  the  rebels  came  for- 
ward in  great  force  j  and  too  confide lit  of  a  vic- 
tory not  yet  gained,  gave  three  cheers,  crying 
^^  the  town  is  our  own  !"  but  hov/  dreadfully 
were  they  difappointed  !  for  in  that  moment,  the 
military  rufliing  forward,  cut  them  down  in  all 
quarters  ;  and  having  ["ofted  themfelves  in  an 
advantageous  manner,  cut  off  almoft  all  poffibihty 
of  a  retreat.  Many  ofthefe  deluded  creatures 
fled  into  the  houfes  for  fhelter  ;  but  there  jufticc 
purfued  them — for  the  foldiers  fet  them  on  fire 
immediately.  About  eighty  houfes  were  burned, 
but  the  numbers  confumed  therein  could  not  be 
afcertained. 

It  is  fuppofed  not  lefs  than  fix  hundred  fell 
that  morning ;  and  what  is  furprifing,  only  two 
1  believe  were  found  among  the  bodies  with  any 
fymptoms  of  life  ! 

Thus  did  God  fruftrate  the  deligns  of  the 
wicked,  and  difplay  his  juftice  and  mercy  in  a 
fingiihr   manner. — His  jujricey  in    fuffering    thc| 

ungodly! 
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ungodly  to  fall  Into  the  pit  which  they  had  dig- 
ged for  their  innocent,  unoffending  neighbours ; 
and  his  mercy^  in  preferving  thofe  whom  he  em- 
ployed as  the  executioners  of  his  vengeance  on 
his  enemies.  Not  a  foldier  or  yeoman  was  io 
much  as  nightly  wounded!  One  foldier  indcedj 
who  had  not  left  his  billet,  they  hung  with  a 
fiicet  5  hut  being  foon  extricated,  he  recovered 
immediately. 

Sir  E.  C.  Bart.  Haydon,  Kelly,  Kane,  Borro^ 
two  Murphy's,  one  of  them  a  Serjeant  in  the 
yeomenry,  and  feveral  others  were  executed  a 
few  days  after.  Haydon,  it  is  faid,  finding  it 
going  againft  his  friends,  flipt  into  his  father^s 
houfe,  drefled  himfelf  in  his  regimentals,  and 
came  out  and  fought  againft  thofe  whom  he  had 
a  few  hours  before  led  to  the  {laughter. 

Thus  by  the  interference  of  him  who  declares 
•  a  hair    of  our  head  cannot  fall  wdthont  his  per- 
,  Hiiffion,  was  an  innocent  people   faved  from  the 
murderous  dcfigns  of  a  fanguinary  foe. 
I  remain  yours  affeftionately, 

F.  R, 
LETTER 


( 


LETTER     11. 

Ross,  July  zoih,  I7^S. 
71  fy  Jear  Frle-d, 

The  following  account  relative  to  the  affair  at 
Rofs  is  rcinarkably  brief:  particulars  would  fill 
a  volunie.-;  and  as  there  are  many  things  faid 
concerning  It  which  cannot  be  depended  upon,  I 
think  it  beft  to  confine  niyfelf  to  a  few  plain  fadls 
whFch  are  net  dlfuuted  by  any. 

On  the  4th  of  June  in  the  evening,  the  rebels 
to  the  amount  of  near  2o,oco,  took  poffeinon  of 
Corbit-hill,  one  mile  diftant  from  Rofs*  The  mi- 
litary force  in  the  town  was  remarkably  fmall  ; 
the  fears  of  the  inhabitants  were  raifed  to  an 
alarming  height,  but  the  coming  in  of  the  county 
Dublin  militia  quieted  them  much. 

Between  tliree  and  four  o'clock  on  the  mora- 
v^'y  of  the  fifth,  the  engagement  commenced. 
Eirly  in  the  l'^ 'on  the  rebels  were  for  Tome 
time  vicioiious,  having  driven  before  them  all  the 
black  cattle  they  could  cclledl  through  the  coun- 
try ,  this  threw   the  military  into  confufion,  and 

obliged 
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obliged  many  of  tliem  to  retreat  in  great  difordcr 
oyer  the  bridge  \  in  confequence  of  which,  fome 
pieces  of  cannon  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  ene- 
my. The  rebels  then  fet  fire  to  the  houfes  m 
the  fuburbs,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  of 
which  were  confumed  \  but  this  turned  to  their 
own  difadvantage,  for  the  wind  blowing  towards 
them,  they  were  inveloped  in  fmoke,  which^  to- 
gether with  the  immediate  quantity  of  fpirituous 
liquors  they  drank  on  Corbet-hill,  rendered 
vthem  incapable  of  their  bufinefs.  The  Dublin 
and  Donegal  militia,  who  kept  the  guards  at  the 
Market-h^ufe  and  Fair-gate^  never  left  their  pofl, 
fey  means  of  which  the  rebels  could  not  penetrate 
into  the  centre  of  the  to\yn  5  had  they  ran,  Rof5, 
.«ind  in  all  probability  the  provincial  tovms  in 
Munfter  would  have  fallen. 

The  foldiers  v^ho  retreated  (except  fome  who 
'  fled  to  Waterford)  foon  rallied  again,  and  enter- 
ing the   town  in  a  furious  manner,  obliged  the 
enemy  to  run.    The  battle  lafted  for  near  twelve 
iiGurs  ! — 3000  rebels,  it  is  faid,  lay  dead  in  and 
Mtu  the  town  !  Many  alfo  muft  have  died  of  their 
E  wounds: 
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wounds :  *tis  thought  that  between  fifty  and  fixty 
of  the  military  fell :  'twas  too  many,  but  we  could 
hardly  expect  fuch  a  vl^ftory  on  more  reafonabl^ 
terms.  In  this  engagement  Lord  Mountjoy  fell, 
alfo  Col.  Ladwell  of  the  5th  dragoons,  and 
X^usrtcr-mafter  Hay  of  the  Mid-Lothian.  Gen. 
Johnfon  upon  whom  the  fate  of  this  battle  chiefly 
depended,  had  three  horfes  killed  under  him,  but 
he  happily  received  no  wound,  B.  B.  Harvey 
was  commander  in  chief  of  the  rebels  ;  but  for 
his  bad  generalQiip  on  that  day  was  depofed, 
and  the  command  was  afterwards  given  to  Roach 

It  was  on  this  dreadful  day  that  the  *  barn  at 
Scollabogue  (in  which  one  hundred  and  ieventy 
Proteftants,  men,  women,  and  children,  were 
-confined)  was  burned  :  the  rebels  in  their  retreat 
from  Rofs  fet  it  on  fire,  left  the  prifoners  (hould 
efcape.  About  twenty  of  thefe  fufFerers  I  was 
perfonally  acquainted  with,  fome  of  them  were 
my  intimate  friends.  I  pafs  within  two 
miles  of  the  melancholy  fpot  every  month, 
and  often  converfe  with  thole  who  know  every 
particular  relative  to  it,  both  loyalifls  and  rebels. 

Yours,  F.  R. 

'^  The  reader  is  referred  for  all  the  particulars 
to  pages  291 — 300. 
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LETTER      III, 

Colliery,  August  i,  1798* 
My  dear  Friend, 

rr  would  give  me  much  £itlsfa£Hon  to  have  it 
in  my  power  fully  to  comply  with  your  requeft, 
by  furnifhing  you  with  an  accurate  detail  of  the 
engagements  which  took  place  between  his  Ma^ 
jefty's  troops  and  the  rebels,  for  the  publicatioa 
you  mention.  If  the  following  particulars,  to 
which  I  was  an  eye-witnefs  can  be  of  any  fervice, 
you  are  at  liberty  to  maka  what  ufe  you  pleafe  of 
Aem. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  June,  179S, 
the  rebels,  who  had  been  driven  from  Vinegar- 
hill,  appeared  oppofite  New-bridge,  or  Gore^s- 
bridge,  a  neat  village  on  the  river  Barrow,  countj 
of  Kilkenny.  The  forces  quartered  there,  con- 
fifting  of  one  troop  of  the  4th  dragoon-guards, 
and  a  company  of  the  V/exford  militia,  pre- 
pared to  flop  their  progrefs,  and  in  order  thereki 
took  pofleffion  of  the  bridge  ;  but  perceiving  the 
rebels  planting  their  cannon  on  the  oppoilte  fide^ 

and 
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ana  fording  the  river  in  confiJerable  numbers, 
(the  water  being  low)  they  were  obliged  to  retreat  : 
all  the  cavalry  efcaped,  but  about  twenty  of  the 
infantry  were  madeprifoners,  many  of  whom  were 
put  to  death  on  that  and  the  following  day. 
Their  intention  (as  one  who  had  been  a  prifoner 
v/ith  them  informed  me)  was  to  form  a  junction 
vith  the  colliers,  and  after  taking  Caftle-comber, 
to  proceed  to  Kilkenny  on  Monday  morning. 

From  New-bridge  they  proceeded  through 
Selly^mount  (plundering  as  they  went  alang), 
to  a  hill  five  miles  from  Caflle-comber,  in  the 
range  of  mountains  called  the  Ridge,  where  they 
flopped  for  the  night. 

Finding  it  impoffible  to  get  to  Rofs,  according 
to  my  travelling  plan,  I  was  obliged  to  take  up 
my  quarters  in  the  colliery  the  week  before. 
Here  I  remained  in  total  ignorance  of  what  wa? 
going  forward  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  till 
the  twenty-third,  the  day  above  mentioned, 
when  an  expr^fs  arrived,  informing  us  that  the 
rebels  had  crofied  the  Barrov/,  and  were  on  their 

way 
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way  here.     In   order  to  know  the  truth  of  the 
information  I  rode  off,  accompanied  by  a  friend 
towards  the  Ridge.     After  riding  about  three 
miles  I  got  In  view  of  the  rebel  camp,  and  by  the 
affiftance    of   a  pocket   telefcope    could  difcern 
their  number  to  be  about   Boog.     They  had  two 
ftand  of  white  colours,  and  fome  foldiers  (I  fup- 
pofe  thofe  taken  that  morning)  along  with  them,- 
Here  I  met  ten  or  twelve  loyalifts  with  fire-arms ;, 
two  or  three  of  their  company  were  juft  murdered 
by  the  rebel  picquets,  and  fome  more  wounded^ 
Having  procured  a  mufquet  I  advanced  v/ith  four- 
more  till  we  came  in  light  of  the  dead  bodies ; 
but  as  the  rebel  fcouts  v/,ere  within  mufquet  lliot. 
we  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  venture  farther. 

Seeing  a  man  covered  with  blood,. a  diftance 
from  me,  I  called  to  him  -,  he  crawled  forward 
and  fell  at  my  feet— he  was  a  loyalifl:,  and  had 
received  a  dreadful  wound  from  a  broad  fv/ord 
on  the  head,  and  a  few  flight  v/ounds  on  other 
parts  of  his  body.  Imagining  there  was  no  pro- 
bability of  his  recovery,  I  advifed  him  to  make 
the  beft  ufe  of  the  few  remaining  moments  hei 

had^ 
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had,  but  on  examining  his  wounds,  and  having 
caufe  to  believe  they  were  not  mortal,  I  bound 
them  up  in  the  beft  manner  I  could,  and  procu- 
ring a  horfe  to  carry  hini,  my  friend  and  I,  at  the 
riik  of  our  lives,  brought  him  four  miles  acrofs 
the  mountains  to  Caftle- comber, v>/here  his  wounds 
were  drefled  :  he  is  now  perfectly  recovered  ;  and 
the  happinefs  which  the  remembrance  of  that 
tranfadtion  affords  me,  more  than  compenfates 
for  the  danger  which  attended  it. 

From  fcven  till  ten  o'clock,  the  roads  were 
crowded  v/ith  the  Proteftants,  flvin^  from  all 
parts  of  the  adjacent  country,  into  Caftlc-comber. 
At  one  ©'clock  a  troop  of  the  4th  dragoons, 
a  company  of  the  Downfliire  militia,  and  a  few 
yeomen,  arrived  from  Ballinakill ;  thefe,  with  a 
rroop  of  the  Royal  Irifh  dragoons,  two  compa- 
nies of  the  Waterford  militia,  and  one  corps  of 
yeomen  cavalry,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  in 
all,  made  up  the  whole  of  our  military  force ;  a 
fmall  number  to  oppofe  eight  thoufand  furies  ! 
but  that  the  battle  is  not  to  the  ftrong,  the  event 
of  that  day  proved. 

About 
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About  four  o'clock  the  rebels  arrived  at 
Gurteen,  three  miles  from  Caftle-cornber,  where 
they  hearci  mafs ;  at  five  they  had  mafs  again, 
(it  being  a  hclyday),  at  the  gizebo,  a  mile 
nearer. 

Between  fix  and  feven  the  engagement  began 
at  Cool-bawn,  one  mile  and  half  from  town. 
Being  with  the  advanced  guard,  I  v/zs  prefent  at 
the  commencement.  The  rebels  advanced  in 
the  moft  daring  manner,  and  in  pretty  good  or- 
der, having  placed  their  murqueteers  in  the  front, 
who  kept  up  a  brifk  fire.  I  continued  behind  the 
infantry  for  about  fifteen  minutes,  during  which 
time  the  balls  were  whiftling  on  every  fide.  I 
was  fo  ignorant  as  to  enquire  what  occafioned  tr.e 
whiftling  noife,  and  being  informed  it  proceeded 
from  the  balls,  I  began  to  think  of  prcvidirn 
for  my  fafety,  as  my  prefence  there  was  ufeleh'^ 
having  at  this  time  no  arms.  I  then  planted 
myfelf  behind  the  pier  of  a  gate  ,  but  obfervinfT 
tlie  rebels  advance  and  the  fokliers  to  give  way,, 
I  rode  back  to  the  town  :  the  cavalry  followed 
immediately,  and  jiiil:   beliind  me  flioi  a  villain, 
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who  had  the  audacity  to  define  the  officer  to 
furrender  the  town.  Here  I  had  a  miraculous 
efcape;  for  many  of  the  infantry  who  came 
down  clofe    behind    me  were  inot,    by  lurking 

rebels  fro.ii  behind  the  hed^ies. 

o 

The  military  then  took  poaeifion  of  the 
bridge,  where  the  battle  continued  hot  for  the 
fpace  of  fifteen  minutes,  when  Captain  G — n 
ordered  a  retreat  :  the  cavalry,  and  part  of  the 
infantry  iiifrantly  obeyed  ;  but  abjct  twenty  of 
the  IVaterford  militia  abfblutely  refufcd,  declar- 
ing "  they  would  prefer  death  to  difhonour." 
They  were  moftly  Roman  Catholics  !  I  had 
not  heard  the  orders,  but  my  horfe  taking  head 
ran  cfF;  when  I  knew  their  intentions  I  did 
not  attempt  to  pre^^ent  him.  We  halted  about 
a  mile  and  half  from  ihe  tov/n,  vrhen  iooking 
behind  we  beheld  it  all  in  a  blaze  \  the  rebel  in- 
habitants, and  fome  who  came  the  back  way,  fet 
it  on  ore.  The  firing  ceafed  for  a  few  minutes, 
the  caufe  I  know  not,  but  words  cannot  exprefs 
what  I  felt  in  that  moment  :  I  concluded  that 
my  unoiTending  friends  had  fallen  victims  to  the 

rebel 
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rebel  favages  :  they  were  prefented  to  my  ima- 
gination in  a  thoufand  dreadful  forms.  God 
pardon  my  feelings  in  that  moment !  How  bard 
it  is  to  forgive  fuch  enemies.  I  proceeded  flowly 
till  I  met  General  Afgill,  vvirh  about  looo  men  i 
with  thefe  I  returned,  funk  with  forrow,  fearing 
the  tragic  fight,  which  I  expelled  to  prefent 
itfclf  on  entering  the  town,  would  hd  too  much 
to  bear ;  but  thanks  be  to  God  my  fears  were 
groundlefs — the  few  military  which  remained, 
and  about  thirty  Proteftants,  who  were  deter- 
mined to  fight  for  their  wives  and  children,  or 
peri(h  with  them,  kept  pofTeilion,  nor  fuftered  a 
rebel  to  crofs  the  bridge.  Our  cannon,  by  mlf- 
t^e,  played  on  the  town  for  fome  time,  but 
providentially  no  lives  were  loft  thereby.  Tiie 
rebels,  on  fight  of  the  reinforcement^  took  Pael- 
ter  in  the  woods,  and  from  thence  killed  a  fev/ 
of  the  military  •,  but  eighteen  rounds  of  grape- 
fhot  diflodged  them.  Twas  four  in  the  afternoon 
before  they  retreated.  It  is  faid  400  of  the 
rebels  fell.  Tiiere  were  twenty^fix  Proteftants 
in  coloured  deaths,    and  about  twenty  foldiers 

kaiecU 
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kiiled  y  feme  of  the  former  were  butchered  in  cold 
blood,  \r,  a  manner  too  dreadful  to  relate. 

For  the  fafety  of  Kilkenny,  the  troops  were 
obliged  to  return  there  that  night  •,  the  loyalifts 
who  fled  with  them,  I  think  could  not  be  lefs  than 
fix  hundred  ;  they  left  the  mofl:  of  their  property 
behind  them,  which  a  party  of  the  rebels  who 
returned  carried  off. 

The  hand  of  God  was  vifible  In  our  deliver- 
ance that  day ;  but  remarkably  fo  in  three  in- 
ftances  which  I  ftiall  mention  — Pi^J>  from, 
midnight  till  five  o'clock,  we  had  the  greated 
fcg  I  remember  to  have  feen ;  had  it  not  been 
for  this,  in  all  probability  the  rebels  would 
have  divided  themfelves  into  different  parties, 
and  furrou^ided  the  town:  but  being  ftranger^ 
in  the  country-,  and  not  knowing  where  they 
might  meet  the  army,  they  kept  in  a  body  on 
the  m.ain  road,  and  attacked  us  but  in  one  placc- 
SercrJh,  the  burning  of  the  town ;  for  the  day 
being  remarkably  calm,  the  fmoak  lay  on  the 
ftreet,  which  prevented  them  from  feeing  our 
force  ;  for  had  they  known  that  the  army  fled,  , 

'tis 
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'tis  more  than  probable  they  would  have  entered, 
as  there  were  many  entrances  unguarded. 

Thirdly^  the  Waterford  militia's  dlfobedieilcc 
of  orders — had  they  retreated,  without  a  very 
extraordinary  miracle,  the  loyalifts  would  have 
fallen  a  prey  to  their  unmerciful    enemies. 

Yours,  &c.    F.  R. 

LETTER      IV. 

Kilkenny,  August  30,   179S. 
My  dear  Friend^ 

•'  IN  a  former  letter  you  have  an  account  of  the 
fate  of  Caftle-comber,  &c. — I  have  only  to 
notice  in  this,  that  feme  gentlemen  who  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  rebels,  while  in  pofTeliion  of 
that  town,  were  brought  into  the  prefence  of  the 
rebel  General  Murphy,  who  is  faid  to  have  been 
a  prieft  in  the  co.  Wexford,  and  v%^as  excom- 
municated for  his  bad  conduct  many  years  ago.-— 
,  He  was  dreffed  in  black,  affefted  the  appearance 
of  a  ftupid  enthufiafl-,  and  fliewed  fome  bullets, 
which  he  faid  had  been  fired  at  him,  but  had 
rebounded  from  his  invulnerable  body— incredi- 
ble as  it  may  feem,  this  wretched  invention  was 

generally 
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generally  believed  by  the  moi'e  wretched  dupes 
under  his  command~Ycu  have  here  a  real  ftate- 
mcnt  of  the  facts,  of  which  I  know  you  have 
fiifficient  curiofity  to  defire  to  be  informed. 

On  Monday  morningf  our  reconnoitering  par- 
ties obferved  the  rebel  army  pofted  on  the  bog^ 
between  Tohn's-well  mountains  and  the  Ridge, 
about  eight  miles  diftant  from  this  city — they 
feemed  to  be  at  reft,  and  remained  quiet,  except 
when  relieving  their  centinels,  tilj  four  o^clock, 
when  they  were  obferved  to  move  to  the  right, 
along  the  Ridge,  towards  Kelly-mount  and  New- 
bridge. 

lii  thecourfe  of  the  evening  feveral  falie  alarms 
electrified  the  inhabitants  here— -yet  the  garrifon 
was  left  the  v/hole  day  at  reft.  Next  mornin^^. 
Sir  C.  Afgill  marched  with  a  large  force,,  con  lift- 
ing of  two  pieces  of  artillery,  part  of  the  Wex- 
ford and  "vVkklow  regimients  ;  of  the  4th,  5th, 
and  cjth  dr.igoons;  of  Hompefch's  cavalry,  th-e 
Romney  fenclbles,  and  of  the  Kilkenny,  Gowran, 
FaiTidlneen,  Shillelogher,  Defart,  Thomaftown, 
■  '  f  71^.'  \vr!Ur  otnitfed  the  date, 

Myniall 
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Myfliall  and  Kelllfliin  cavalry,  he  was  joined  on 
the  march  by  the  Leighh'n-bridge  infantry,  and 
part  of  the  Downflure  militia,  with  their  artillery, 
alfo  the  Maryborough  and  Ballj^fin  corps  of  yeo- 
men-cavalry. 

About  fix  o'clock  he  came  up  with  the  rebel 
army,  amounting  to  from  five  to  fix  thoufand 
men,  advant^geoufly  ported  on  a  rifing  ground, 
in  an  cxtenfive  flat,  at  Kilcomny,  near  Gore\s- 
bridge — nothing  could  exceed  the  joy  of  our 
brave  foldlers,  after  fo  many  fatiguing  marches, 
at  laft  to  h  ive  a  pleafing  profpe^l  of  retaliating  -, 
the  officers  were  conftarKly  obliged  to  refi.rain 
their  ardour.  The  engagement  bs^an  with  a  t::!'-^ 
_  rlble  fire  af  artillery^  which  the  rebels  returned 
with  quicknefs,  but  entirely  without  e^cl. 

A  very  hot  fire  was  kept  up  near  an  hour,  but 
nnable  to  withfland  the  impetuofity  of  our 
troops,  the  rebels  began  to  give  way,  and  lied 
tow,ards  the  county  of  Wexford, 

A  horrible  (laughter  now  enfued,  which  lafl.ed 

fix  or  feven  hours,  nor  did  it  ceafe  w^hilc  a  rebel 

\v.as  to  be  jecii — jioo  rebels  were  left' dead  on 

F  th? 
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:h2  Seld  of  a^T^lon  !  among  whom  was  the  tnvuU 
nerable  comnunder^  Murphy,  This  viiSlory  was  fo 
very  decifive,  that  we  got  pofTeflion  of  all  their 
arlillery,  amounting  to  fifteen  pieces,  of  different 
calibre—ail  their  ftandard?,  ammunition,  and 
baggage,  a  vaft  number  of  pikes,  mufquets, 
fwordsj  &c.  feven  hundred  horfes,  a  great  quan- 
tity of  black  cattle,  fhcep^  &c.  alfo  a  vaft  quantity 
of  bedding,  blanketting,  and  wearing  apparel, 
which  were  given  up  to  the  foldiers  who  bravely 
cojitended  for  the  fame.-— Yours,  &c.   &c. — 


L  E  T  T  E  R     V. 

Maryborough,  April  20,  1799. 

?/[y  dear  Friendy 

BEING  defirous  of  making  public  the  valour 
of  the  troops  of  this   town,  &c.  under  the  com. 
mand  of  Major  Matthews  of  the  Royal  Downftiirc  vj 
regiment,  againft  the  rebels,  I   fend  you  a  plain 
narrative  of  facts  as  follows  : 

On  the  24th  of  June,   1798,  four  hundred  of 

the  Downihire   regiment,    with    their   battalion  j 

guns.  Captain  Pole,  with  the  Bail/fin  troop  ofj 

yeomen-cavalry,    and    Captain   Gore,    v>'ith   thcj 

^  r^Iaryborougy 
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Maryborough,  (both  troops  iinJer  the  immediate 
command  of    Captain  Pole)  proceeded  towards 
the  collieries  of  Caftlecombcr  and  Donane,  by 
order  of  Sir  Charles  Afgill.    On  the  road  we  faw 
Caftle-combcron  fire;  foon  after  we  arrived  at 
Moyad,  and  faw  the  rebel  army  in  great  force 
en  the  high  grounds  above  Donane ;    we  then 
received  intelligence  that  Sir  Charles  had  engaged 
them  at  Caftle-comber  that  morning,  and  that 
his  force  was  at  leaft  double  ours,  but  that  he  had 
retired    to   Kilkenny.      It  was  now  too  late  in 
the  evening  for  us  to  attack ;  we  therefore  fell 
back  on  Timahoe,  determined  to  engage  them  in 
the  morning.     At  Timahoe  an  exprefs  met  us 
from  Sir  Charles,  defiring  we  fliould  return  to 
Maryborough ;  this  was  anfwered  by  an  exprefs 
from  us,  propofing  to  Sir  Charles  to  attack  the 
rebels  next  morning  on  the  road  from  Donane, 
and  that  we  would  attack  on  the  road  from  Ti- 
mahoe.   The  anfwer  to  this  prcpofal  we  received 
at  feven  o*clock  next  morning  from  Sir  Charles, 
who  would  not  agree  to  it,  as  he  faid  his  trcops 
were  fathgued,  but  left  it  to  us  to  fight,  if  we 
F  2  could 
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could  do  it  with  fecurity,  where  we  were^  or  ta 
return  to  Maryborough.  We  chofe  to  rifque 
the  former,  and  ihe  proper  arrangements  being 
vA^tz^  returned  to  Moyad,  where  we  had  lafl 
Veen  the  rebels  :  when  our  cavalry  arrived  there 
they  found  the  rebels  had  gone  off  to  th^ 
Ridge;  where  we  purfued  them,  and  were  again 
difappolnted  in  bringing  them  to  adtlon,  as  they 
had  marched  for  Gore's-bridge  :  our  cavalry  then 
proceeded  to  Old  Leighlin,  from  which  place 
Captain  Pole,  who  had  gone  foi'ward  for  intelil- 
gence,  fent  an  exprefs  to  inform  Sir  Charles  Af- 
oill  of  what  he  had  done,  and  of  our  intention  to 
attack  the  rebels  wherever  we  found  them.  At 
Old  Leighlln  we  met  with  Mr.  Vigars,  to  whom 
our  intention  of  attacking  the  rebels  was  made 
known,  and  he,  feeing  our  troops  much  fatigued, 
immediately  fupplied  us  with  a  number  of  cars  to 
carry  them,  without  which  afllftance  we  fliould 
have  been  much  diftrefTed  ;  be  likewife  accom- 
panied us  to  the  fcene  of  action,  and  was  always 
in  front  giving  us  every  afliftance  in  his  power. 
The    whele    corps    arrived    at    Leighlln-bridge 

about 
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about  twelve  at  night.  In  two  hours  after  an* 
exprefs  came  from  Sir  Charles,  defiring  us  tc 
meet  him  at  Gore's-bridge,  at  five  in  the  morn- 
ing ;  we  inftantly  marched,  but  on  the  road  we 
got  fuch  intelligence  as  induced  our  command- 
ing-ofScer  to  alter  his  route,  in  order  to  get  be- 
tween the  rebels  and  the  mountains  ;  an  account 
of  which  he  £ent  to  Sir  Charles,  by  Mr.  Moore,  > 
colleflar  of  this  pkce,  who,  with  his  brother, 
Mr;  Pierce  Moore,  marched  with  us,  and  to 
whofe  able  advice  and  knowledge  af  the  country, 
I  heard  Major  Matthews  fay,  we  in  a  great  mca- 
iure  owed  our  fuccefso-  After  a  march  of  ^bout 
three  hours  we  came  in  fight  of  the  rebels ;  and 
as  foon  as  we  got  •  fufficiently  near,  fired  feme 
cannon  {hot  at  them  :  they  retired  from  Xis  about 
a  miia  and  a  half  to  form  their  line  ;  we  followed 
in  column,  with  our  guns  in  front,  and  our  ca« 
valry  in  the  rere  ;  jufl:  as  we  got  orders  to  form 
our  line  for  the  attack,  we  heard  Sir  Charleses 

I  lEannon  on  the  other  fide  of  the  hill ;  at  this  in- 
ftant  our  cavalry  were  ordered  to  charge,  whicli 

Uhey  did.in  a  moft  gallant  fl:il€  5   the  rebel  line 
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xvas  Inflantly  broke,  and  we  joined  Sir  Charles's 
troops  in  the  purfuit,  which  continued  with 
great  flaughter  for  above  fix  miles  ;  all  the  can- 
non, horfes,  ftores  and  prifoners  they  had  were 
taken,  and  their  army  difperfed. 

"When  it  is  know^n  that  the  rebel  army  would 
not  have  been  brought  to  action,  or  even  an  at- 
tempt made  upon  them,  but  for  the  exertion  of 
this  little  corps— and  when  it  is  known  that  this 
corps  purfued  a  large  body  of  rebels,  at  leaft 
iive  thoufand  ftrong,  wiih  ten  pieces  of  cannon  j 
for  nearly  forty  miles,  without  orders  or  direc- 
tions from  any  general  officer  whatfcever,  and 
that,  except  fome  bread  they  got  at  Leighlin- 
bridge,  not  a  man  of  them  tafted  food  for  forty- 
four  hours,  I  think  you  will  agree  with  me  that 
they  did  their  duty,  and  that  their  country  ought 
to  know  it. 

Yours,  &c.  &c.^ 


C 
LETTER.  I  k 
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LETTER      VL 

Belfast,  April  29,  mg^. 
S/V, 

I  N  compliance  with  your  requeft  I  fhall  fet 
down  briefly  what  has  been  already  communi- 
cated to  the  public ;  but  mull:,  through  the 
medium  of  your  intended  publication,  be  more 
generally  circulated. 

On  Saturday  morning,  June  the  pth,  17985 
Colonel  Staplcton  having  received  intimation  of 
a  number  of  people  aiTembled  at  Saint lield,  end 
neighbourhood,  he  fet  out  from  Newtcwnards^ 
with  a  detachment  of  the  York  fencible  regi- 
ment, accompanied  by  the  Newtownards  and 
Comber  yeomen  cavalry  and  infantry ;  altogether 
about  320  men,  and  two  field-pieces. 

About  half  paft  four  o'clock  in  the  evenings 
this  little  army  fell  in  with  a  body  of  rebel? j 
fuppofed  to  be' between  ilx  and  i'cven  thoufand 
men,  near  Saintfield  ! 

The  light  infantry,  commanded  by  C-ptain 
Chetwynd,  advanced  v/ith  great  gailantrv,  to 
Teciire  an  eminence  on  the  right,  which  having 

accomplifiiecl, 
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•^•:.compliined^  he  wr.s  attacked  by  a  force  of  at 
kaft  three  thoufand  rebels — the  front  armed 
with  pikes,  the  centre  and  rear  with  mufquets,. 
whofe  fire  galled  them  feverely,  till  the  body  of 
the  troops  and  field-pieces  came  up,  when  the 
rebels  were  routed  with  huge  flaughter.  The 
rebels,  by  their  own  account,  loft  above  five 
hundred  men,  among  whom  were  many  of  their 
Laders.  The  King's  troops,  after  routing  the 
infurgents,  marched  to  Comber,  where  they 
halted  during  the  night — next  morning  pro- 
ceeded to  this  town. 

I  am  much  concerned  to  inform  you  of  the 
lofs  of  three  brave  officers  by  thofe  mifcreants 
hands  in  this  aftion — Captain  Chetwynd,  Lieut. 
Uni:e,  and  EnCign  J.  Sparks:  Lieut.  Edenfon 
was  wounded.  The  whole  return  of  the  killed 
and  wounded  of  his  Majcfty's  troops  were — 29 
killed,  and  22  wounded.  The  valour  of  the 
ofiicers  that  fell  in  ihis  engagement,  deferves  to 
be  publicly  recorded,  but  that  of  the  amiable, 
gallant,  and  much-beloved  Capt.  C.  ought  not  to 
be  paih:J  without  particular  notice. — This  brave 

fellow, 
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fellaw,  at  the  head  of  his  men,  receivecf  no  kfs 
than  nine  pike  wounds  !  notwithflanding  which,  ' 
he  continued  his  pofition,  encouraging  by  his 
txample  his  men  ta  fight  like  loyal  foWiers ;  till 
alasy  two  wounds  from  mufquets  deprived  this 
hero  of  his  exiftence,  and  our  country  of  his 
future  fervices. 

Poor  Sparks — v*rhofe  race  of  glory  was  now 
ended,  was  but  fixteen  years  old,  and  had  juft 
before  he  fell,  received  for  his  intrepid  conuu<^ 
the  public  approbation  of  his  commanding  officer. 
Too  much  praife  cannot  be  given  the  New- 
lOvvnards  and  Comber  yeomen- cavalry,  who,  con- 
duced by  Capts.  Houghton  and  Cleland,  evinced 
the  greateft  intrepidity  during  the  whole  of  the 
aftion. 

If  it  be  poffible  to  convince  thofe  deluded  crea- 
tures, who  were  then  in  arms  againft  the  peace 
and  profperity  of  this  n'^ticn,  (and  of  their  certain 
deftruftion,  fhould  they  again  have  recourfc  to 
to  Ifuch  rebellious  meafures,)  it  muft  be  the  event  of 
^e  jthe  above  a6lion,  where  fc  many  were  cut  ofF  by 
.:,v,  Ifuch  an  inferior  force. 

P.  S 
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p.  S.  It  was  ludicrous  to  behold  the  varied 
badges  of  diftin<flion  as  worn  hy  the  rebel  chiefs  ; 
feme  were  dreffed  in  green  jackets,  turned  up 
W!th  white,  others  yellow;  white  vefts,  buck- 
Ikin  breeches,  half- boots,  hats  with  white  cock- 
neck  feathers  and  green  cockades,  &c. 

Yours,  &c.— — 


LETTER      VII. 

Tyr£Ll's-pass,  April  30,  1799. 
Dear  Friendy 

I  SHOULD  have  anfwercd  your  favour  fooner, 
but  was  making  every  poffible  enquiry  in  order  to 
furnifh  you  with  the  beft  account  of  the  engage- 
ment at  Kiibeggan.  The  gentleman,  the  bearer 
of  this  (one  of  our  officers),  and  I,  were  prefent 
en  the  occ:\fion. 

On  the  17th  of  June  1790,  (on  the  preceding 
day  a  fair  was  held  in  Kiibeggan.  The  lower  order 
cf  the  people  appeared  unccmmonly  civil,  and  thii^i 
Gounrry  had  a  Hiore   placid  appearance  than  for- 
u^Aut  time  before)  at  1 1  o'clock  at  night,  a  recruit 
of  Gapt.  Clarke's,-  gave  inforraation  that  the  town  , 

would 
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^  would  be  attacked  on  the  next  day.  As  many 
fimilar  alarms  had  been  circulated  before,  this 
was  not  much  regarded— howevefj  the  videts  of 
horfe  were  ordered  to  keep  a  fharp  look-out,  and 
give  inftant  intelligence,  (hould  any  number  of 
men  be  deftried  by  them. 

At  break  of  day  (at  that  time  of  the  year  about 
two  o'clock),  fome  perfons  were  perceived  on  the 
top  of  a  hill  weftward  of  the  town.  Immediate 
notice  of  this  was  given  to  the  ofEcer  command- 
ing, who  directed  that  the  horle-guard  fliould 
continue  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  enemy  ; 

^  and  ftiould  their  numbers  encreafe,  to  retreat 
flowly,  about  two  hundred  yards  in  front  to  the 
town,  and  apprize  him  of  the  fame. 

It  foon  appeared  that  their  force  was  bet^vcen 
three  and  four  thoufand,  divided  into  bands,  from 
fixty  to  an  hundred,  in  regular  order,  with  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  arms,  principally  pikes,  from 
five  to  ten  feet  lo.ig,  pitch  fork^,  &c.  Kach 
band  moved  feparateiy,  headed  by  an  officer, 
diftinguifiied  by  a  green  fafh  or  cockade — mofl  of 
the  men  had  white  paper  bands  round  their  hats. 

It 


(    ^2      ) 

It  \V2S  generally  remarked  that  they  had. ^ali 
clean  fhirts  on,  had  each  a  piece  of  oat-bread  in 
their  pockets,  and  many  were  apparently  intoxi- 
cated. 

The  town  (the  fabjetSl  of  this  letter)  has  not 
been  remarkable  for  loyalty — the  principal  fears 
of  the  garrifon  arofc  from  an  apprehcnfion  of 
treachery.  There  were  then  under  arms  fiiitr 
of  the  Northumberland  fencibles,  about  thirty  of 
the  Fsjrtulkgh  cavalry,  and  thirty  loyal  Protef-  ^ 
tants,  who  either  belonged  to  tlie  town  or  had 
-fled  tliere  for  refui^e. 

On  the  firft  appearance  of  the  rebel?,  (three 
liOurs  before  the  attack  commenced,  (an  exprcfs 
was  fent  to  .Tcllamore,  where  the  principal  part 
of  the  7th  dragoons  lay — General  Dunne  for- 
warded  a  troop,  about  eighty  in  number — 
the  want  of  a  fufiicient  force  was  of  the  worft 
confequence,  as  the  rebds  attacked  our  party 
in  the  mountains,  and  obhged  the  fencibles  to 
retreat  beck  to  the  town — Meantime  the  loy- 
aiifts  chaired  the  ftreets,  .which  were  now  full 

of 
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of  rebels  without  the  lofs  of  a  maa~thc  caval- 
ry purfued— Serjeant  Price  alone  killed  fourteen 
pike-men.  On  hearing  the  firing  a  few  of  the 
cavalry  ftationcJ  at  TyrrelFs^pafs  flew  to  the 
fcene  of  a£lion,  juft  before  the  Black-horfe  ar- 
rived— both,  aided  by  the  difmounted  froiu 
Tmell's-pafs  killed  400  of  the  enemy. 

Yours,  &J  CF. 


The  Publllher  having  waited  In   vain    fer    a 
detail  of  the  engagements  at  \\  Naas,  KikuUen, 
Hacketftown,  Sec.  and  public  curiofity  daily  en- 
creafing,    being  defirous   of  gratifying  the  fame, 
be  deems  it  moft  advifable  to  infert  the  following 
OFf  ICIaL  accounts  received  at  theCaftle, 
EKtraB  of  a  Lett  erf  ram  Lord  -Vijcoimt  G^sford^ 
,,    Colonel,  of  the  Armagh  Militia  y  and  Major  Waf" 
dky  of  the    Ancient  Britijh  Light  Dragoons^  to 
Lieutenant   General  Lake y  dated  NaaSj  Tfmrfday 
Mornings  8  H'Clocky  2i^h  May^A^gB^ 
This  mornlngj  about  half  paft   2 '6'C 
Dragoon,    from    an  out-poft,    came  in  ai. 

"1!  27?^  battles  have  come  to  hand ^  and  are  gvu(.' 
^TART  the   SECOND- 

•-  G  formed 
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formed   Major  Wardle,  of  the   Ancient  BrltLSi, 
ihat  a   very  conSderable  armed   body   were   ap- 
proaching  rapidly  upon  the  Town.     The  whole 
garrifon  were   inflantly    under  arms,    and    took 
up  their  poCtion  according  to  a  plan  previouily 
fcnr.ed  in   <:afc    of  fuch    an  event    happening. 
They   made  the  attack  upon  our  Troops,  pofted 
near  the  goal,  with  great   violence,  but  were  re- 
^  pulfed  :  They    then  made   a  general  attack   in 
alraofb  every  direftion,  as  they  had  got  poffefficn 
of  almoft  every    avenue  into  the   town.     They 
continued  to  engage  the  troops  for   near  three 
quarters  cf  an  hour,  when  they   gave  way,  and 
3ed  on  all  fides.     The  cavalry  immediately  took 
advantage  of  their  confufion,   charged  in  almofl 
every  dlreccion,    and   killed   a  great  number  of 
them.     A   great   quantity    of  arms   and     pikes 
were  taken,  and  within  this  half  hour  many  hun- 
dred more  were  brought  in,    found  in  pits  near 
the  town,    together  with   three  men  with  greea 
cockades,  all  of  whom  v^ere  hanged  in  the  public 
fcreet.     Vv'e   took    another   prifoner   whom    wc 
have  fp^red^  la  confequence  of  his  having  given 

^3 
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m  information  that  will  enable  us  to  purfue  ihtfe 
rebels ;  and  from  this  man  vie  learn  that  thcf  ^ 
■were  above  a  Thoufand  frrong  :  They  were  com- 
manded, as  this  man  Informs  i!?,  hf  Michael 
Reynolds,  who  was  well  mounted;  and  drcffed  in 
yeoman  uniform^  but  unfortunately  m^dQ  his 
cfcapc  i  his  horfe  we  have  got. 

About  thirty  rebels  were  killed  in  the  flreets^ 
in  the  fieldsj  we  imagine,  above  an  hundred  5 
tlieir  bodies  have  not  yet  been  brought  together. 

It  is  impofllble  to  fay  too  much  of  the  cavalry, 
and  infantry  J  their  conduft  was  exemplary 
throughout o 


E>ctraB  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant  General  \ 
Dundas  to  Lord  Vif count  C^fllereaghy  dated  Naas. . 
Mdy2^th,   1798. 

IN  addition  to  the  account  which  I  had  the 
honor  offending  you  yefterday,  I  have  the  fatis- 
faflion  to  inform  your  Lordfhip,  that  abo^t 
%  Pi  M.  yefterday  I  marched  out  again  to  attack 
the  rebek,,.wha  had  aflerabled  in  great  force  on 
Qz  the 
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the  North  fide  of  theLiffey,  and  were  advancing 
towccrds  KilcuUen- bridge  :  They  occupied  the 
hills  on  the  \th  of  the  road  kading  to  Dublin  ^ 
the  road  itfelf  and  the  fields  highly  enclofed,  ©n 
the  right.  The  attack  began  between  3  and  4  ; 
was  made  with  great  gallantry,  the  infantry 
forcing  ths  ene*ny  on  the  road,  and  driving  them 
from  the  hills  on  the  left  ;  the  cavalry  with  equal 
fuccefs,  cutting  off  their  retreat.  The  affair 
ended  Toon  after  4.  The  {laughter  was  confide- 
rable  for  fuch  an  action  -,  one  hundred  and  thir- 
ty lay  dsad.     No  prifoners. 

1  have  the  farther  fatisfa£tion  of  ftating  to  your 
Lordfl'iip,  that  his  Majefty's  troops  did  not  fuf- 
fer  in  either  killed  or  v/ounded.  The  rebels 
left  great  quantities  of  all  kinds  of  arms  behind 
them,  and  fled  in  all  directions. 

This  morning  all  is  in  perfect  quletnefs.  Ge- 
neral Wilford,  from  Kildare,  joined  me  lad 
night ;  an  officer  with  whom  I  ferve  with  un- 
Ipeakable  fatisfaclion. 

The  troops  of  every  defcription,  both  officers 
and  men,  fhewed  a   degree   of  gallantry  which 

it 
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It  was  difficult  to  reftrain  within  prudent  bounds 
— Captain  La  Touche's  corps  of  yeomen  ry  dif« 
tinguiflied  themfelves  in  a  high  flHe. 


ExtraSl  of  a  Letter  from  the  Rev.  James  M^  Ghee^ 
Vicar  of  Clonmore^   Co,  Car  low  y  dated  HackefS'* 
iowtiy  three  o'Cloch^   P.  M,  May  25*   1798, 
IN  confequence  of   an   information  received 
this  morning,    that  a  large  body   of  rebels  were 
marching    to      attack    the     town^     Lieutenant 
Gardiner,  v/ith   the   men  under  his  command, 
and  a  party  of  yeomenry  commanded  by   Captaia 
Hardy  went  out  to  meet  them*     Having  recon- 
noitred their  force,  which   amounted  to  between 
three  and  four    thoufand,  they  took  pod  on  a 
hill  under  the  church,  and  when  the  rebels  came 
tolerably    near,    the    officers    and  men  made  a 
feint  and  retreated  into  the  barrack. 

The  rebels  feeing  this,  came  on  with  a  great 
fiiout,  immagining  the  day  to  be  their  own.  In  a 
few  minutes  Captain  Hume  came  up  with  about 
thirty  of  his  troop,  and  inftantly  charged  them^ 

X  For  the  fecond  attack  on  Hackefs'tnvn^  fee 
PART  the  BEQOl^D  page   185. 
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on  which  the  rebels  retreated.  A  general  purfuit 
took  place  j  and  fo  complete  was  the  rout  that 
above  three  hundred  of  the  mifcreants  now  lie 
dead  on  the  field  of  battle. 

To  fay  that  the  Antrim  regiment  behaved  well 
25  not  any  thing  new  5  but  the  yeomen  under 
Captain  Hardy's  command  behaved  aftonifhingly  ; 
nor  can  I  fufEciently  commend  the  conduft  of 
Captain  Hume  and  hrs  corps;  for  though  his 
light  arm  was  in  a  fling,  owing  to  a  very  fevere 
fall  from  his  horfe,  which  prevented  his  ufing 
his  fword,  he  headed  his  men  whh  gallantry, 
and  went  on  with  fpirit  and  bravery  that  fur- 
prlfed  every  one  coniidering  his  fituation. 

As  to  Lieutenant  Gardiner,  his  conduct  and 
fleadinefs  throughout  the  whole  affair  is  far  be- 
yond my  praife  ;  but  I  am  forry  to  inform  you 
that  a  fevere  blow  of  a  none  he  received  on  his 
breaft  from  a  villain  whofe  life  he  had  juft  faved, 
prevents  hit  writing  to  you  himfelf.  He  is  how- 
ever, thank  God,  walking  about,  and  having 
been  let  blood  is  much  better  -,  the  viljain  was 
ihot  dead  on  the  fpot. 

Every 
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Every  one  of  the  Antrims  was  vying  with  each 
other  who  flioukl  do  his  duty  beft  ;  and  I  have 
very  great  pleafure  in  telling  you  that  not  a  man 
(Lieut.  Gardiner  excepted,  and  one  foldier,  who 
received  a  contufion  in  his  arm)  was  in  the  leaft 
injured. — ^In  fhort  the  loyalty  and  zeal  of  the 
whole  party  was  beyond  any  thing  that  has  been 
feen  on  a  fimilar  occafion. 


The  Pubhfher  having  been  favoured  with  the 
two  following  letters  by  an  intimate  friend,  (to 
whom  they  were  written  without  any  intention 
of  appearing  in  print,)  and  alfo  being  perfonaliy 
acquainted  with  the  writers  ailures  the  Public 
that  every  particular  fet  forth  may  be  received  as 
Fads. 

Such  is  the  eftablillied  cbara£ter  of  the  writer, 
(as  known  to  numbers,)  that  he  would  not  ad- 
vance a  falfehood— -he  was  in  moft  engagements 
from  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  rebellion  to 
the  defeat  of  the  French  at  Balinamuck  ;  an  ac- 
count of  which  is  now  in  the  pofleffion  of  the 
Publiflierj  and  given  in  the  Second  Part, 

LETTER 
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LETTER    VIII. 


Some  account  of  the  battle  of  Arkloxr,  by  W. 
H.  G.  of  the  Armagh  milicia,  in  a  letter  to  a 
friend  in  Dublin,  dated  Arklow,  June  isthj 
I  798. Written  on  the  field  of  action. 


M^^  dear  hriend^ 
I  v/r  ote  to  Mr.  H.  by  one  of  the  condo£lors^ 
who  promifed  to  leave  the  letter  at  your  houfe, 
in  which  I  gave  him  a  circumftantial  account  J  of 
v/hat  took  phce  from  the  time  I  left  Naas,  till 
the  battle  of  Gorey,  and  our  retreat  to  Wicklow 
after^vardb'. 

On  Saturday  laft  we  were  informed  that  the 
rebels  in  great  force  were  purfaing  us :  the 
drums  beat  to  arms,  and  our  forces  a3embled 
immediately.  Our  general  formed  a  fquare  of 
infantry  at  one  end  of  the  town,  and  left  the 
cavalry  to  defend    the  other.     In  a  little    time 

%  This  account  has  come  to  handy  and  is  given  in 
VAV^T  th  :^COyDj  pages   120^ — 4.    . 
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the  out-pofts  were  driven  in,  and  fhortly  after 
appeared  their  colours  flying.  They  extended 
for  more  than  five  miles  around  us:  a  moil 
awful  fight!  In  order  to  intimidate  us  they 
fixed  their  hats  on  their  pikes- and  rufhed  on. 

Their  artillery  were  placed  on  an  eminence 
which  commanded  us — Their  armed  men  in 
front,  and  pibc  to  charge  in  the  rere.  In  this 
order  of  battle  they  came  forward.  We  waited 
the  firfl  onfet :  in  a  few  minutes  the  firfng  com- 
menced in  all  quarters,  which  lafted  from  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  till  hear  nine  at  night#; 
They  endeavoured  ta  break  our  fquare  in  every 
quarter,  but  like  true  foldiers  we  cleaved  to- 
gether and  repelled  them;  they  ftormed  our 
little  line  twice,  but  were  beat  back  with  flaugh- 
ter  5  they  drove  their  difmounted  horfes  to  the 
mouths  of  the  cannon  in  order  to  fhelter  them- 
felves,  but  the  grape  fliot  made  them  fall  on 
every  fide  -,  they  even  fet  the  town  on  fire  in  order 
to  annoy  us  with  the  fmoak,  but  the  wind  at 
the  order  of  our  God  turned,  drove  it  from  us 
and  confounded  them  in  their  own  device  ,  they 

did 
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^id  every  thing  like  inveterate  enemies^  and  def- 
perate  mavirnen  to  accomplifn  their  ends  j  nnd 
their  priefts  informed  them  that  they  could  catch 
the  Heretics  balls  in  their  hands,  and  threw  feme 
(as  tho^they  had  caught  them)  to  their  rebellious 
mob  to  fire  again  at  us,  and  declared  they  could 
beat  us  with  the  dufl  of  the  earth.  Oh  what 
fuperftition !  This  was  confirmed  by  dcferters 
from  their  camp,  who  informed  us  likewifc, 
that  fiufiied  with  viftory  at  Gtrey,  thcv  thought 
that  after  they  had  taken  Arklow,  nothing  could 
flop  them  till  they  arrived  at  Dublin ;  and  indeed 
I  believe  that  this  battle  for  the  prefent^  has 
decided  the  fate  of  this  Kingdom. 

One  of  the  i Antrim  militia^  v/bo  fled  from 
them  after  the  battle  reports  tWeir  army  to 
have  been  2c,ooo  ftrong.  Among  the  flain  was 
Father  Murphy  *  from  the  County  of  Wexford, 
They  loft  about  looo  killed  and  wounded,  and 
numbers  were  hanged  in  the  ftreets.  Evei*y 
regiment  vied  with  each  other  for  viclory  5  wc 
took  fcveral  ftand  of  colours  from  them,  made 
of  green,  white  and  yellow  fluff.  We  have  pre- 
"*"  Inhere  were  fsvcral  of  this  name*         pared 
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pared  every  thing  In  cafe  of  another  atlempt-— 
If  they  do  not  come  forward,  we  will  go > im- 
mediately and  retake  Gorey,  and  ftorm  their 
camp.  They  are.  greatly  difcouraged.  Bleiied  be 
God,  notwithftanding  I  was  expofed  to  a  heavy 
fire,  I  never  received  one  wound.  Gn  our  fide 
we  had  about  i8  killed  and  28  \;i*outided.  We 
are  all  in  high  fpirits.  Captain  Knox  of  the  yeo- 
menry,  and  two  of  his  men,  were  kllied  purfulng 
the  rebels.  Our  men,  in  a  former  engagement, 
kept  the  town  of  Gorey,  when  the  reft  of  the 
army  left  them.  They  are  worth  gold.  Pardon 
this  fcroll,  as  I  am  in  hafte.  We  have  been  un- 
der  arms  thefe  four  days  and  nights. 
Farewell, 

I  am  yours,   W,  H.  G. 
A  mbiuiff  account  of  this  battle  nvUl  be  hereafter  given. 


X  E  T  T  E  R      IX. 

Gorey  Camp,  June  28,   1798. 
My  dear  Friend^ 
A  deliverance  from  hoftllitles  and    feverc  fa- 
trgucj  thefe  two  days  pai%  aiTords  me  an  oppor- 
tunity 
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ttfnity  to  addrefs  you*  In  my  two  lad  letters  to 
Dublin,  I  gave  a  particular  account  of  thofe 
fafls  to  which  I  ^as  an  eye-witnefs — You  fhall 
n^vT  havethofc  which  have  ilnce  occurred. 

The  r3th  infl.  we  received  orders  to  move 
forward  from  Arklow,  and  in  the  evening  ar- 
ri^'ed  at  Gorey — but  oh^  what  a  ftrangc  revcrfe  ! 
The  town,  iiY-the  abfence  of  the  army,  was 
plundered,  and  aimed  totally  deftroyed  by  the 
rebels ;  even  the  church  did  not  efcape  their  fa- 
crilegious  fury  ! — they  demollfhed  the  windows, 
dragged  do^^vn  the  pulpit,  and  tore  to  pieces  many 
of  the  pews  •,  but  v.'hat  is  llill  more  fhocking  to 
relate,  at  which  your  foul  muft  recoil,  ftained  it 
with  the  blood  of  two  Proteftants,  whom  they 
im.molated  infide^ — they  burned  the  two  elegant 
feats  belonging  to  the  Ram  family  here. 

The  rebels,  upon  being  apprifed  of  our  ap* 
proach,  broke  up  their  camp,  and  precipitately 
retreated  to  Vinegar-hill. — We  next  morning 
purfued,  and  killed  feveral  of  them  on  the  way. 
In  the  evening  we  pitched  our  rents  in  a  fmall 

-village 
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Village  called  Floulet,  within  feven  miles  of 
Wexford,  \utk  an  intention  of  remaining  there- 
for the  night ;  but  perceiving  their  pickets  on  aa 
adjacent  hill,  that  commanded  our  camp,  at  ten 
oVlock  we  flruck  our  tents,  marched  by  a  circui- 
tous route,  and  in  the  morning,  at  dawn  of  dar^ 
we  found  ourfeives  on  the  ofF-ilde  of  their  daring 
pofition. 

From  their  great  numbers  and  ftrong  bul- 
warks they  concluded  they  were  impregnable^ 
It  is  allowed  they  had  that  day  on  Vinegar-hill 
30,000!  We  reconnoitred  for  fome  time,  and 
diftin(SUy  obferv^d  them  to  draw  up  in  folid  lines. 
The  battle,  hy  the  command -of  General  Lake, 
'  was  to  commence  at  nine  o'clock.  His  army 
took  one  fide  of  the  hill  to  bombard  it,  the  light 
brigade,  under  Colonel  Campbell,  took  another™ 
other  commanders  were  fixed  in  like  manner* 
Our  brigade,  confiffing  of  the -Armagh^  Cavan 
Durham,  Antrim,  and  part rof  the  Londonderry^ 
Dunbarton,  Tyrone  and  Suffolk— in  all  about 
3000  brave  troops,  had  to  march  four  miles  ;  it 
being  appointed  that  we  iubould  flank  them  m 
-another  quarter.  fj  I  iiatt 
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I  ihall  give  you  a  view  of  their  fituatlcn™ 
Vinegar-hill  *  is  very  fteep,  rifing  in  the  form  of  a 
cone  :  at  the  but  of  it  are  two  other  hiils,  with 
qulckfets  and  otber  ditches  acrofs  them — thcie 
were  lined  with  their  mufquetry  men  : — a  river 
runs  at  the  botton:i  of  both,  ^ad  adjacent  is  a 
finall  V¥Ood.  At  the  bottom  of  Vinegar-Ulll  is 
th^  once  beautiful,  but  now  ruined  town  of  En- 
nifcorthy — on  the  top  of  the  great  hill  is  the  but 
of  an  old  windmill,  on  which  they  had  placed 
their  green  fag  of  defiance — in  a  word,  the  pofi- 
tlon  of  the  rebels  was  one  of  the  ftrongeft  I  ever 
fav/.  The  rebels  did  not  wait  the  time  appointed, 
but  commenced  Cannonading  at  feven  o'clock. 
They  could  not  tell  what  to  make  of  the  bombs, 
and  faid,  "  They  fpit  fire  at  us."— Indeed  they 
anfwered  the  defired  end,  by  the  numbers  they 
deftroycd  upon  their  burfting. 

The  light  brigade,  aillfted  by  the  cavalry, 
gained  one  of  the  lefler  hills,  planted  their  can- 
non, and  played  brilkly  en  them  :  in  a  fhort  time 
we  poflcfied  ourfelvcs  of  both — the  rebels  matk 
10  the  top   of    Vinegar-hill   with    all    pofiible 

*  The  Editor  has-  an  excellent  View  of  this  Hill 
S7idB<Uth  engravings  ivhich  ivill  be  fborth  puhUrbed* 

fpced 


(    77    ) 

fpceJ™  the  foldiers  purfued  hard  aficr  them,  and 
beat  them  off  it.  In  a  little  time  the  green  flag 
became  a  prey  to  the  Royal  Band,  who  triumph- 
ed in  its  fall—it  was  an  arduous  attempt,  hut 
we  faccecded  in  the  end.  The  rebel  command- 
ers dcferted  their  men.  when  they  found  the  Q^J 
proved  unfavourable  to  their  intercfts  and  fled 
towards  Wexford,  leaving  the  deluded  wretches 
to  be  cut  in  pieces.  ^  The  engagement  laftcd  two 
hours  and  an  half— the  foldiers  merited  the  cloth 
they  wore,  and  gloried  in  the  name  of  WILLIAM* 
Our  brigade  remained  all  night  in  the  demefnc 
of  Harvey  Hay,  one  of  the  rebel  chiefs  :  next 
day  we  returned  to  Houlct  again,  where  we  en- 
camped for  two  days  :  the  fcouting  parties  killed 
more  after  the  different  engagements  than  what 
fell  in  battle — many  of  their  commanders  were 
taken  and  hanged.  We  have  fuffered  muck 
from  lying  on  the  roads  and  ditches  rolled  in  our 
blankets.  I  have  almoft  loft  my  hearing;  but 
am  content  when  the  good  old  caufe  triumphs. 

-  *  There  were  only  \6  Rank  and  File  killed^  ai^i 
62  woundedy  of  his  Majeffs  troops  in  this  Engagg-* 
ment.  l\  Z  At 
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At  Vinegar-hill  we  killed  men  of  fcventy 
years  old — -we  refcued  three  officers  of  the  An- 
trim militia,  and  twelve  privates  of  the  fame  re- 
giment r  ycfterday  we  hanged  two  of  them  for 
endeavouring  to  vote  away  the  lives  of  two  of 
tie  above  officers  and  foldiers  when  prlfoners. 

Yours  truly, 

W.  H.  G. 


The  following  letter  was  written  by  a  fufferer 
in  the  Wexford  rebellion,  while  in  pofleflion  of 
the  rebels — it  fully  corroborates  tlie  truth  of 
the  atrocities  ftated  in  the  Narrative  by  Charles 
Tackfon,  printed  (to  bind  with  this  Work,)  and 
HOW  felling  by  the  Publiflier  hereof. — price  6dh* 


LETTER    X, 

Wexford,  M^y  ifr,  1799. 
Sir, 

Altho'  I  have   not  the  happinefs  of  being  per- 

fonally   acquainted  with  you,  at  the  requeft    of 

your  friend,  Mr.  W — s,  it    affords  me  pleafure 

to  have  it  in  my  power  to  fend  you  a  copy  of  an 

^rr//r^/c' .^f.^^/7  of  the  effefls  of  the   late   dreadful 

rebellion, 
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rebellion,  as  it  refpe£led  this  part  of  the  King- 
dom, written  by  an  Intimate  and  fellow  fuffercr 
with  me,  and  tranfmitted  to  Dublin,  for  publi- 
cation in  July  1798. 

On  Friday  evening  the  25th  of  May,  1798, 
about  nine  o'clock,  the  North  Cork  militia,  then 
quartered  here,  with  the  Wexford  yeomen  caval- 
ry and  infantry  were  ordered  under  arms,  in  cOn- 
fequence  of  an  alarm  that  the  Infurgents  were 
rhlng  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Camolin,  in  this 
county  5  and  we  continued  underarms  the  whole 
of  tliat  night.  On  Saturday  orders  arrived  here 
from  Dublin  Caftle  to  the  high  flxerifF,  to  ap- 
prehend B.  B.  Harvey,  J.  Colclough  of  Bally- 
te;gue,  and  Edward  Fitzgerald  of  Ne\v-park  .^^ 
and  they  were  committed  to  goal  on  Saturday. 
evening  and  Sunday  morning.  Early  on  Sunday 
morning  the  27th  of  May,  an  exprefs  arrived 
here,  tliat  the  day  before  an  engagement  took 
place  between  a  party  of  the  Camolin  cavalry, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Buckey,  ai;id  a  large 
Dody  of  the  rebels ;  that  the  Lieutenant  was  kil« 
^  led,  but  that  they  had  repulfed  the  rebels  5  that 
H  3  thfj 
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they  were  then  (Sunday  morning)  in  great  force 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Oulart,  burning  the 
houfss  of  different  Proteflant  inhabitants  in  that 
part  of  the  county.  In  confequence  of  this  in- 
forn:ation  ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Foote,  with  Ma- 
jor Lombard,  and  fix  other  officers,  and  ic6  men 
of  the  North  Cork  militia,  immediately  pro- 
ceeded from  this  town,  and  came  up  with  the 
rebels  at  an  advantageous  poiition  they  had  taken 
on  a  hill  near  Oulart,  §  Through  the  rafiinefs 
of  the  Major,  in  charging  the  rebels  in  an  in- 
cautious manner,  the  whole  party  were  furround- 
fd  and  not  a  man  efcaped  inftant  deftruciion 
but  the  Lieutenant  Colonel  and  two  privates. 
By  this  defeat  the  rebels  had  acquired  a  power- 
ful acceffion  of  ftrength  and  confidence  ;  having 
got  the  whole  of  the  arms  and  about  57  rounds 
ofball-cartridgefrom  each  man,  they  not  having 
fired  above  three  or  four  rounds  when  they  at- 
tem-pted  to  charge  them  v/ith  Bayonets.  On 
the  following  morning,  the  28th,  the  rebeh 
attacked  Ennifcorthy,  and  after  a  fevere  ccnflivft 
of  three  hours,  and  above  500  of  them  bein? 
S  JccQimtcdfcr^  part  the  secckd  page  99,     {Iain, 


(     81     ) 

(lain,  they  took  It,  owing  to  the  treachery  of  fomc 
of  the  inhabitants  in  felting  fire  to  the  town 
during  the  engagement,  which  obliged  the  mi- 
litia and  yeomenry  to  §  evacuate  it;  and  they," 
with  all  the  loyal  inhabitants,  that  could  efcapc, 
retired  on  Monday  evening  to  Wexford.  On 
Tuefday  the  aqth,  the  rebels  formed  two  power- 
ful camps,  one  at  Vinegar-hil!,  near  Ennifcor- 
thy,  and  the  other  about  three  miies  from  Wex- 
fordat^the  Three  Rocks,  on  the  road  between 
Wexford  and  Rofs,  and  fent  threats  in  here  that 
10,000  men  would  be  detached  from  thofe  camps 
to  attack  the  town  next  morning — On  Wednel- 
day  the  30th,  information  was  received  that  a 
body  of  the  military,  (fuppofed  to  be  the  i  qth 
regiment)  was  attacked  by  the  rebels  near  their 
camp  at  the  Three  Rocks;  this  induced  Lieut. 
Col.  Maxwell,  who  arrived  th-j  day  before  with 
two  hundred  of  the  Donegal  militia,  to  march 
out  with  his  men  and  four  troops  cf  yeomen  ca- 
valry to  their  affiftance ;  but  before  he  had 
come  up  with  them,  they  entirely  cut  off  the 
party,  which  proved  to  be  a  flight  detachment 
§  Further  particulars  are  given  in   PiiRr  the 
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CI  the  Meath  militia,  of  about  ico  men,  who 
vrerc  coming  to  Wexford  with  three  howitzers ; 
and  with  thefc  howitzers  the  rebels  attacked 
Col.  Maxwell's  party,  and  obliged  him  to  re- 
treat Into  Wexford.  The  13th  regiment,  who 
were  coming  to  oitt  relief,  finding  they  could  not 
proceed  to  us  without  attacking  the  rebel  camp^ 
returned  back  to  Waterford.  From  thefe  rapid 
fucceiTes,  and  their  cncreafing  numbers,  ^s  it  was 
fnppofcd  there  were  then  20,000  men  ready  to 
attack  Wexford  the  people  here  were  panlc- 
ftruek  V  £nd  finding  that  many  who  were  entru fl- 
ed with  arms  had  deferted  their  colours,  and  it 
being  confidered  that  others  could  not  be  de- 
pended on,  the  officers  concluded  that  the  town 
was  not  tenable,  and  without  tiring  a  fhot  it  was 
evacuated  on  the  30th  of  May,  and  fliortly  after 
entered  by  the  rebels,  who  kept  pcfieffion  of  it 
until  the  2;ftof  June.  As  to  the  different  en- 
gagements  the  army  has  had  with  the  rebels  at 
Rofs,  Newtown-barry,  Arklow,  &c.  you  muft  al- 
ready be  informed  of  them  ;  in  many  inftanccs 
the  reports  were  vague  and  contradiftory,  I  {hall 

therefore 
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therefore  conline  myfelf  to  fuch  partlcuUrs  as  fell 
within  my  own  knowledge,  or  that  I  have  reafon 
to  ^believe  are  fafts. 

The  atrocities  comriVuted  by  thefe  ferocious 
tygers  while  they  held  this  town,  were  I  believe 
unprecedented.  After  taking  poffeffion  of  the 
town  without  oppofition,  they  immediately  fhot 
feveral  Proteftant  inhabitants,  tore  open  moft 
of  our  houfes,  deftroyed  and  carried  off  our  ef- 
fefts :  their  (rage  was  moft  particularly  direcled 
againft  poor  Mr.  Daniels  and  mine^)  put  every 
Proteftant  inhabitant  whom  they  fpared  from 
immediate  death  (fome  few  excepted  that  they 
received  amongft  them)  to  prifon  j  but  they  would 
not  ftop  here,  we  were  obliged  to  flaughter  each 
other.  The  Sunday  after  they  had  taken  the 
town,  June  the  third,  Pigott,  Robfon^  a  Mr. 
Edwards  and  T,  were  dragged  from  our  cells, 
and  forced  by  the  rebels  to  put  to  death  a 
man  for  being  an  approver  againft  a  prleft  of 
the  name  of  Dixon,  who  had  attempted  to  fwear 
him  to  bean  United  Irifliman  ;  after  being  made 
the  inftrument  of  his  deftruction,  v;e  were  forced 

to 
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to  drag  lus  body  from  the  place  of  execution 
snd  throw  it  into  the  river.  After  deliberating 
for  foir.e  tirriC  whether  they  fliould  difpatch 
us  at  that  mcmcnt  or  not,  thev  carried  us  back 
to  goah  Orhers  of  the  prifotjers  were  obliged 
to  perforin  the  like  office  to  another  cppro- 
▼cr.  After  every  fpccies  of  infult  and  tyrscny 
to  us  in  prlfon,  the  fatal  day  at  length  arrived, 
(Wcdnefday  the  20th  of  June!)  when  the  total 
extermination  of  the  prifoners  (namely  5c©) 
and  all  the  Proteftant  inhabitants  of  the  town, 
man,  woman  and  child,  was  openly  avowed  ta 
be  their  fixed  purpofe  !  About  95  of  the  pri- 
foners were  taken  out  and  tortured  to  death  by 
pikes,  on  the  bridge  of  Wexford ;  they  return- 
ed for  more  victims,  and  I  was  dragged  out  of 
the  cell,  when  above  fifty  wretches  (whofe  ill 
will  I  had  incurred  by  exerting  myfelf  in  the 
line  of  my  duty,)  cried  out  to  have  me  deftroyed. 
Providentially  an  exprefs  arrived  at  that  moment, 
that  the  army  had  defeated  a  confiderable  party 
of  the  rebels  at  Long  Graige,  between  this  and 
Rofs.  and  requiring  an  immediate  reinforcement ; 

this 
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this  made  them  beat  to  arms,  and  induce'd  thern 
at  that  time  to  jftop  the  work  cf  blood.  The 
following  day  they  were  totally  defeated  at  thslr 
great  camp  (as  they  termed  it)  at  Vinegar-hil!, 
and  routed  in  ail  dire£lions^  and  on  the  fame  day 
the  remaining  prifoners  were  liberated  by  thv* 
army.  The  horrid  cruelties,  they  committed  in 
this  town  fell  fliort  (if  pofilble)  of  what  they  did 
in  other  parts  of  the  county  ;  at  ScuUabogiiej 
between  Taghmon  and  P^ofs;,  they  put  15^ 
Protcfiants  int©  a  barn  and  burnt  thern  to  death  •, 
amongfl  whom  were  two  beautiful  and  accom- 
plifiied  young  ladies  of  the  neighbourhood :  poor 
G— d,  the  Surveyor  of  Taghmon,  attempted  to 
cfcspefrom  the-fiames  at  this  place  and  was  fliot 
by  them — at  Ennifcorthy  they  fcarcely  left  a 
loyal  man  alive  that  they  couid  fmd,  and  the 
town  was  almoft  confuraed  by  fire— There  were 
about  ten  of  their  leaders  hanged  here,  upon  the 
arrival  of  the  army,  amongfc  whom  were  B,  B. 
Harvey,  Cor.  Grogan  of  Johnftown,  Captain 
Keughe,  J,  H.  Colclough  of  Bally teigue,  and 
Kelly  of  Killan,   who  were  afterwards  beheaded, 

and 
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ar.u  their  heads  placed  over  the  CourUhoufcr* 
In  confequence  of  a  proclamation  from  General 
Lake,  inviting  the  rebels  to  defert  their  leaders, 
and  proinifing  pardon,  numbers  came  in  with 
pikes,  &c. 

Such  my  dear  Sir,  is  the  recital  of  what  I  car* 
recollcft  of  the  barbarities  pradtifed  here  daring 
the  reign  of  thele  monfters.  What  my  feelings 
and  fafferings  were  during  that  period,  I  cannot 
attempt  to  defcribe.  That  the  Almighty  provi- 
dence  may  preferve  us  all  from  Rich  another  vi- 

fitation,  is  the  ardent  prayer  of,  Yours,  &c. 

The  following  Clergwun  ami  Gentlemen^  were  iahsn 
Pr'ijouers   and  put  to  death  by  the  rebels. 

The    Rev.    Samuel    Haydon,     Ennifcorthy ; 

Rev.  Robt.   Burrcwcs  and   \\  Son^  Oulart ;  Rev, 

Francis  Turner.  Eallingale  ;  Rev.   Mr.  Fentland, 

Kilian  ;     Rev.     Mr.     Trok^,     Templefhambo ; 

Captain    Allen   Cox,   Coolelife ;  Major  William 

lljxty  Harpiirftown  ;   Edward  Turner,  Efq»  Sla- 

rev  Lodge  ^  Edward   Hawlin   D'  Arcey,    Efq. 

Balnahown. 

H     This  QcntUman   tho^    ptrforated  has   happily 
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NO  account  having  appeared  of  the  attack  at 
Profperous,  *tis  prefumed  the  following  affidavit 
made  before  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayer 
of  the  City  of  Dublin,  will  furnifli  the  reader 
with  mcft  particulars  relative  thereto.  Tlie 
Examinant  is  well  known  to  the  Publifher^ 
and  favoured  him  w^Ith  a  copy  of  the  hmc  for 
the  prefent  Narrative.  The  Examinant  fufFered 
much  in  the  rebellion,  being  obliged  to  defert 
liis  houfe  and  property  to  a  confiderable  amount^ 
Wliich  became  a  pr-ey  to  the  rebels. 


County- of  the  City  of  1  The  examination  ofT, 
Dubliiiy  to  wit.  j  D.  lateof  Profperous  in 
Jlhe  County  of  Kildare,  who  being  duly  fworn  oil 
the  Holy  Evangelifis,  maketh  oath  and  faith  ; 
That  for  many  nights  previous  to  the  night  of  ths 
23d  of  May  laft,  this  examinant  and  his  family 
were  very  much  alarmed  left  they  fliould  be  at- 
tacked by  the  rebels  commonly  called  United 
^vi/limena 
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That  examlnant  thought  he  and  his  faaiily  were 
in  Tome  degree  fecure^    by  the  arrival  of  detach- 
ments   of  the    Ancient  Britons  and  the  North 
Cork  mihtia ;     That    however   exantiinant    ftill 
continued  to  be  alarmed,  as  his  houfe  was  a  oon- 
iiderable  diftancc  from  the  barracks  j  That  exa- 
luinant    faith  that  he  was  av;akened  about  the 
hour  of  one  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  by  the  bark-     l| 
ing  of  a  large  dog  he  had,   and  fome  time  after 
hz  was  alarmed  by  the  firing  of  feme  fhots  •,  exa- 
minant  faith  that  cm  looking  out    of  his  window, 
he  perceived  a  great  body  of  people  armed   with 
pikes  and    fire- arms,    between  whom   and   the 
foldiers  in  the  barracks  a    conftant    firing    was     Ij  i 
maintained  ;  That  as  the  balls  pafTed  by  this  exa- 
minant's  houfe,  and  one  of  them  clofe  to  his  head, 
he  withdrew  and  let  dov/n  the  window ;    That 
foon  after   examinant   faw  the  barracks  on    fire, 
and  heard  the  foldiers  exclaim,  *^  The  houfe  is 
on  fire'';  Ve  (hall  be  burnt   up  or  fufTocated,  wc 
can  fight  no  longer/'     That  foon    after  exami- 
nant faw  thereof  offaid  barracks  fall  in  •,  exa- i| 
ininant  faith  that  the  faid  rebels    (whefe  num-.] 

bers 


(     S9     ) 

bcr3  had  encreafcd  fo  mnch  as  to  iill  tlic  fiVccXn 
of  Pf ofpcrous,  and  to  cover  the  adjacent  fields) 
on  the  failing  of  the  rcof  of  faid  barracks,  gave 
many  fbouts,  which  feemed  to  rend  the  Ikies, 
^nd  made  this  examinant  and  his  family  thrill 
with  horror;  That  the  faid  rebels  exclaimed  5, 
"  That  the  day  was  their  own,  and  they  would 
there  plant  the  Tree  of  Liberty."  Examiaan^- 
faith  that  the  faid  rebels  knocked  at  his  door^ 
and  defired  to  have  it  opened,  expecting  to  find 
there  a  party*  of  foldiers  who  had  been  billeted 
there  a  (hort  time  before,  and  Mr.  Stamer,  who 
had  lodged  therein  when  he  went  there  to  re- 
ceive his  rents, — part  of  the  town  of  Profperous^ 
belonged  to  the  faid  Stamer ;  examinant  faith 
that  the  faid  rebels  approached  his  houfe  in  z 
large  body,  fix  of  whom  preceded  the  reft  mount- 
ed on  fome  of  the  horfes  which  they  had  taken 
that  morning  from  the  Ancient  Britons  at  ProA 
perous ;  that  examinant  as  foon  as  he  came  out 
of  his  door,  was  furrounded  by  a  party  of  the  faid 
'rebels  who  prefented  their  pikes  at  him,  and 
who  he  expefted^  from  the  ferocity  of  their  looks 
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v/ould  have  inftantly  put  him  to  death  j  that  oWt 
of  the  laid  rebels  held  a  mufquet  at  examlnant's 
breaft  with  his  finger  on  the  trigger  ;  that  another 
of  the  faid  rebels  who  was  a  turf-cutter,  held  a 
drawn  fword  over  examinant's  head  ;  and  exami- 
nant  verily  believes  they  would  have  inftantly 
put  him  to  death,  but  a  young  man  in  the  crowd 
who  feemed  to  have  fome  influence  interpofed, 
beat  down  the  mufquet  which  was  prefented  at  his 
fareaft  and  faid  he  fhould  not  kill  him  ;  exami— 
rant  faith  that  he  knew  many  of  the  faid  rebels, 
to  whom  he  and  his  family  had  been  very  kind. 
That  foon  after  the  faid  rebels  went  in  queft  of 
the  faid  Stamer,  who  lodged  at  fome  diftance 
from  the  faid  town  ;  that  having  felzed  him  the 
iaid  Stamer,  they  led  him  tlirough  the  ftreet  by 
examinant's  hoi^fe,  furroanded  by  a  number  of 
pike-men,  while  a  low  fellow  held  a  piftol  at  his 
head  ;  examinant  faith  that  as  he  pafled  by  the 
examinant's  houfe,  he  the  faid  Stamer  caft  a 
melancholy  farewei  look  at  examinant  and  his 
family^ — that  foon  after  the  faid  rebels  malTacred 
the  faid  Stamer.     Examinant  faith  that  foQn  after 

be 
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he  went  out  with  an  intention   of  enquiring  for 

his  friend  Mr, -an  inhabitant  of  Profperous, 

and  that  before  examinant  had  gone  far  he  was 
again  furrounded  by  the  faid  rebels,  who,  he  ve- 
rily believes  would  have  put  him  to  death,  but 
for  the  interference  of  the  perfon  that  had  faved 
him  before  ;  examinant  faith^  he  difcovered  foon 
after  that  Mr.  Brewer,  a  refpe£lable  manufadurer 
of  faid  town,  who  had  employed  many  of  the  faki 
rebels,  had  been  maffacred  by  them,  and  that  his 
body  had  been  mangled  with  favage  barbarity ; 
examinant  faith  that  they  alfo  maffacred  a  poor 
old  man  of  the  age  or  70  years  and  upwards,  who 
ferved  as  Serjeant  in  his  Majefty's  forces,  they 
Jiaving  confidered  him  as  an  Orange- mail  j  exa- 
minant is  convinced  in  his  mind  the  only  reafon 
why  the  faid  rebels  murdered  the  faid  Serjeant 
'was  his  being  a  proteftant  -,  examinant  faith  that 
rwhen  the  faid  rebels  had  committed  the  faid 
barbarities,  they  exclaimed  with  favage  joy 
"  where  are  the  Heretics  now  ?  Ihew  us  the  face 
**  of  an  Orange-man''  ^  examinant  faith  that 
many    women,  who  acting  with  the  faid  rebels, 

ufed 
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ufed  expreffidns  of  that  nature,  as  often  and  as 
loud  as  the  men,  and  that  feme  old  v/om'SR  who 
were  amongft  them  feemed  to  brighten  on  the 
occafion,  and  to  (hew  as  much  fervent  jov  as  the 
youngeft  amoDgft  them.  That  fomc  of  the  faid 
women  kifled  and  congratulated  their  fathers, 
their  hufDands,  or  their  brothers.,,  on  the  vi<Slory 
they  had  gained,  and  exclaimed  «^  Dublin  and 
Naas  have  been  taken  and  are  in  polTcffion  of  our 
friends  ;  down  with  the  Heretics,  and  down  with 
the  Orange-men/'  Examinant  faith  that  many  of 
the  wretches  who  had  been  a£lors  in  that  bloody 
fcene,  had  come  into  the  town  ofProfperous  the 
preceding  day,  and  in  prefencc  of  Capt.  Swayne, 
of  the  North  Cork  militia,  who,  with  a  party  of 
his  regim.ent  that  morning,  viz.  the  24th  of  May, 
they  had  maflacred,  and  alfo  in  the  prcfence  of 
their  parifli  prieft,  of  the  name  of  Higgins,  and 
declared  their  contrition  for  their  paft  errors, 
and  gave  the  ftrongeft  aflurance  of  their  loyalty 
for  the  future — that  many  of  the  faid  rebels  fur-\ 
rendered  their  pikes  to  the  faid  Swayne,  and  as 
hxh  furrender  was  confidercd  as  a  teft  of  their 

repentance, 
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repentance,   and  as  ncceflary   to   entitle  them  to 
written  protccciens,  numbers   of  them  lamented 
that  they  could   not  obtain  fuch   protections,    as 
they  never  faw  nor  had  a  pike,  and  that  many  of 
them  declared  they  would  fdi  their  cow  to  pur- 
chafe  a  pike  if    they  knew  where   it    could  be 
bought  5  examinant    faith  that    notwithftanding 
thefe  declarations  many  of  the  faid  rebels  appear- 
ed in  the  ranks  well  armed  with  pikes  y  exami- 
nant  faith  he  is   convinced  in  his    mind  that  the 
faid  rebels  would  have  plundered  and  burnt  all 
the  other  loyal  houfes  of  Profperous,  and  would 
have  murdered  the    remaining  proteftant  inhabi- 
tants thereof,    but  that  a  party  of  the  Ancient 
Britons   and  the  Cork    militia,   being  a    part  of 
the  detachment  they  had  murdered  that  moa-ning, 
uncxpe6ledly  approached  the  town,    and  that  the 
faid  rebels  on  their  appearance,  fled   towards  the 
bogs  and  morraffes ;  examinant  faith  he  could  not 
refrain  from  fhedding  tears  at  feeing  fuch  fcenes 
of  favage  barbarity,  and   that  a  fcrvaKt  who  con- 
tinued faithful   to  him  deiircd   him  not  to  Fhav 
any  fign  of  concern,  left  he  might  draw  on  him  the 
anger  and  vengeance  of  the  rebels.    {A  true  Copy,) 
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THE  Loyalty,  Courage  and 
Patriotiim  which  proved  the  Salvation 
of  Ireland  ^oinx.  you  out  as  the  proper 
Patrons  of  this  little  Work.  It  is 
Dedicated  to  your  Service,  and  will 
prove,  1  fliould  hope,  notundeferv- 
ing  of  your  Protedlion.  When 
Rebellion,  with  all  its  favage  Hor- 
rors, tarniflied  the  Irifti  Nation,  and 
fpread  Defolation  thro'  the  Land,  you 
a  2        .  rallied 
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rallied  round  the  facred   Banner  cf 
your  King  and  Constitution,  and 
preferved    your    Country,     at     once 
from  Infamy  and  Deftrudion.      The 
folio  wing  Record  of  your  glorious 
Atchievements  is  the  Effort  of  an  hum- 
ble  Individual    and     zealous   Friend 
to  your  Infticutlon,    anxious    to  per- 
petuate the  memory  of  your  Virtues. 
Relying  on  the  purity  of  his  Inten-    | 
tion,    but  feeling  his   inadequacy    to 
the  execution  of  theDefign,  he  throws 
himfelf  upon  your  Indulgence,  and  I 
fubfcribes    himfelf   with  the  utmofl 
refpedl, 

Your  Faithful  and 

Obedient  Servant, 


)lic  Pfinting-OfEce,^ 
91,  Bride-ftreet.  > 
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PREFACE, 


THE  FIRST  PART  of  this  WORK  met  with  fuch 
flattering  Succefs  (paffing  through  three  EDITI- 
ONS in  four  MONTHS,)  as  encouraged  the  Edi- 
tor toufe  every  poffible  Exertion  to  complete  the 
stcoND— He  devoted  his  Time  in  acquiring  new 
fources  of  CORRESPONDENCE,  and  colkaing 
MATTER  for  the  cnfuing  PAGES.  The  ge- 
nerous offer  of  Afliftance  from  numerous  Gentle* 
men,  who  patronized  the  WORK,  was  grate- 
fully accepted,  and  feveral  Favours  thus  tranf- 
mitted  are  given  in  their  original  Form.  Enrich- 
ed with  the  elegance  of  polifhed  Diction,  the 
Editor  faw  no  room  for  Emendation,  and  he  be- 
came apprehenCve  that  any  attempt  to  alter 
might  injure,  when  it  could  not  improve.  The 
ftate  of  Affairs  in  the  NORTH  and  the  tran fac- 
tions in  LONGFORD  and  CAVAN  will  be 
found  highly  intereftlng.-— -Some  Accounts  in- 
deed are  detailed  in  the  unadorned  Style  of  the 
a  3  Soldier;? 
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Soldier,  but  it  is  the  expreflion  of  Sincerity ; 
the  language  ot  the  heart  !  andwhile  its  fimplicity 
forms  a  pleafing  vitii.rty,  coiitrafted  with  other 
parts  of  the  Work,  the  Reader  is  gratified 
with  the  intrinfic  Evidence  of  its  TRUTH. 

A  very  great  proportion  of  this  Work  will 
therefore  be  found  to  confift  of  original  NAR- 
RATIVi  3 :  Bov^c  Official  DOCUMENTS  have 
been  introduced^  partly  with  a  view  of  fuf^lying 
a  Defect,  and  partly  for  the  purpofe  of  con« 
firming  what  might  othcrwife  appear  Doubtful ; 
the  Editor  being  anxious  upon  every  occafion  to 
fhew  his  adherence  to  his  firft  principle,  AU« 
THENTICITY. 

He  feels  very  fenfibly  that  a  NARRATIVE 
of  FACTS  in  the  order  of  time  in  which  they 
happened  would  be  more  fatisfa£lory ;  this 
however  was  impofEble,  as  many  Particulars 
were  communicated  after  a  great  part  of  the 
Work   was   at  Prefs ;     but  in  order  to  remedy 

this 
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this  as  much  as  poffible,  a  Chronological  Table  is 
annexed,  which  will  enable  the  Reader  to  trace 
each  ENGAGEMENT  which  took  place  from 
the  breaking  out  of  the  REBELLION  to  the  De^ 
feat  ot  the  FRENCH. 

The  different  Manufcripts  received  have  been 
carefully  filed,  and  fome  Gentlemen,  whofe  fitu- 
ation  gave  them  fuperior  opportunities  of  local 
Knowledge,  have  perufed  the  Sheets  after  they 
were  printed,  and  when  any  material  Error  was  dif- 
covered,  the  part  was  cancelled  at  no  inconfidera- 
ble  expence  \ — the  Editor  facrificing  his  Intereft 
to  his  folicitude  for  Corre£lnefs.  This  circum- 
ftance  occafioned  the  Supplementary  Pages  and 
^rrata^  which  being  thus  accounted  for,  it  is 
hoped  the  Reader  willexcufe. 

Deeply  impreffed  with  a  fenfe  of  the  Impor- 
tance of  this  Publication,  he  regrets  that  his 
Situation  did  not  enable  him  to  do  it  more  juftice  5 
but  full  of  confidence  In  the  candour  of  the  Pub- 
lic, he  commits  the  Produft  of  his  humble  Efforts 
to  thgir  kind  and  generous  Protection. 
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TO  THE  EDITOR, 

1  HAVE  feen  fome  fheets  of  the  work  which 
you  are  about  to  publlfh,  and  wifh  much  (if  it 
were  praflicablc)  you  fliould  contradict  a  paflbge 
in  page  one  hundred  and  ninety-two,  Hne  nine- 
tjen, which  charges  the  rebels  on  their  retreat  from 
Hacket's-town,  with  firft  ||  hutcheririg  all  they  mei 
ivithy  metiy  women,  and  children.  This  is  certainly 
contrary  to  the  truth  ;  as  through  the  whole  of 
that  difaftrous  day,  they  treated  the  loomen  |  and 
children  with  humanity,  fending  them  (as  they 
fled  from  their  burning  houfes)  to  places  of  fafety 
and  proteftion  ;  and  from  firft  to  laft  offering 
them  no  injury.  In  the  favour  of  truth,  you 
have  my  permiffion  to  make  what  ufc  you  pleafe 
m  this. 

lam,  Sir, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

THEOBALD  BROWNRIGG. 

Mr.  Jones,  Bride-Jlreet. 

II  The  Editor  produced  io  the  Rev.  Mr.  B»  his 
correfpondent' s  manufcript  of  the  particulars  at 
Hdckefs'toivn^  and  has,  Jince  the  receipt  of  this 
letter^  been  refpeclably  informed^  that  thofe  only  whi 
nvere  found  luearing  emblems  of  loyalty ^^  Orange 
ribbons,  lilKes,  l^c,  became  viElims  to  rebel  fury. 

f  ^g3  a    corroborating  teflimony  Pages  325 — 6. 
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PART   IL 


SOON  after  the  twenty-third  of  May,  large 
Ife^dies  of  infurgents  (hewed  themfelves,  and  be- 
igan  to  commit  horrid  outrages  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  NewtQwn-Barry,  Ferns,  and  Ennlfcorthy, 
burning  houfes,  and  murdering  many  refpeftable 
peifons.  The  military  force  in  the  county  of 
Wexford  was  but  fmall,  the  principal  part  of  it 
compofing  the  garrifon  of  Wexford,  which  was 
the  head- quarters  of  the  North-Cork  militia^ 
bnd^r  the  command  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Foot. 
K  The 
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The  garrifon  of  Ennlfcorthy  was  commanded  by 
Captain  Snowe,  of  faid  regiment,  and  confifted 
cf  one  company  of  the  North-Cork,  one  com- 
pany of  Ennifcorthy  infantry  (Captain  Jofiiua 
Pounden's),  and  one  troop  of  Ennifcorthy  cavalry 
(Captain  Solomon  Richards's) ;  there  was  alfo  a 
fmair  detachment  of  the  North-Cork  at  Ferns, 
and  the  Scarewalfti  infantry,  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Cornock.  In  confequence  of  a  partial 
advantage  obtained  by  the  rebels  in  an  affair  near 
Ferns,  in  which  Lieutenant  Buckey,  of  the  Ca- 
mclin  cavalry,  was  unfortunately  killed,  their 
numbers  increafed  to  an  amazing  degree ;  and 
their  murders,  burnings,  and  devaftations,  were 
carried  on  with  a  frill  more  favage  fury  •,  the  night 
ferved  but  to  fhew  more  diftinftly  the  conflagra- 
tion all  around,  and  in  the  day-time  the  crowd 
X)f  miferable  fufferers  flying  in  a  ftate  of  diftrac- 
tion  into  the  towns  for  (helter,  impreffed,  the 
Eiind  with  the  utmoft  horror.  In  this  fituation 
the  troops  were  employed  on  the  moft  fatiguing 
duty  5  unable,  from  the  infufficiency  of  their 
numbers,  to  have  a  relief  during  the  night-time, 
and  cf  courfe  obliged  to  keep  their  whole  force 
cominuaily  under  arms  till  morning. 

BATTLE    OF    OULART. 

On  the  eniuing  morning,    Whit-Sunday,  the 
twenty-fcventh  of  May,  a  body  of  the  rebels,  oi 

aboiri 
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about  five  thoufand  men,  took  poft  on  the  hill  oi 
pulartjj  within  eight  miles  of  Wexford  j  of  which 
Lieutenant-colonel  Foott  received  immediate  in- 
formation, from  Mr.  Turner,  a  magiftrate  of  the 
county,  who  brought  the  intelligence  himfelf* 
The  Lieutenant-colonel  loft  no  time  in  ordering 
^  detacament  inftantly  under  arms,  to  march  out 
and  attack  this  banditti  i  and  he  determined  to 
accompany  it  himfelf.  The  detachment  ordered, 
confifted  of  one  hundred  and  ten  men,  including 
non-commiffioned  officers,  with  Major  Lombard, 
iHon.  Capt.  de  Courcy,  and  four  fubaltern  offi- 
cers, which  marched  off  the  parade  in  the  higheft 

^j  fpirits,  with  the  idea  of  being  the  firft  to  quell 
this  daring  infurreftion*  When  he  had  marched 
about  eight  miles.  Lieutenant-colonel  Foott  per- 
ceived a  body  of  rebels,  as  he  fuppofed  amounting 
to  between  four  and  five  thoufand  men,  pofted 
on  the  hill  of  Oulart,  the  ditches  alfo  of  the 
lower  ground  in  their  front,  were  lined  with  fuch 
of  their  men  as  were  fupplicd  with  fire-arms  s 
he,  therefore,  halted  the  detachment  on  the  road, 

(.J  and  with  his  pencil  wrote  a  note  on  a  fcrap  of 
paper,  addrelTed  to  the  officer  he  had  left  in 
command  at  Wexford,  requiring  an  immediate 
leinforcement— 'this  note  he  fent  by  the  trumpeter 
of  Colonel  le  Hunte's  yeomenry  corps  of  cavalry^ 

%  For  &  former  account^  fee  part   the   firstj 
p^e  So. 

K  z  fixteen 
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fixteeft  or  feventeen  of  which  had  joined  the 
North-Cork  on  the  march.  By  fome  fatality  or 
ether,  which  has  never  yet  been  accounted  for, 
the  detachment  was  moved  from  the  road  vThilil 
the  Lieutenant-colonel  vvas  writing  this  rote,  and 
a  party  of  a  ferjeant  and  twelve  men  detached  to 
endeavour  if  pofiible  to  take  the  rebels  in  flank, 
tvhilft  the  remainder  of  the  detachment  puihed 
forward,  crying  out  that  they  would  beat  the 
rebels  out  of  the  fields ;  by  this  movement  it  wa$ 
inftantly  engaged  with  the  rebels,  who  fired  upon 
it  from  behind  the  ditches  j  but  the  troops  foon 
beat  them  from  thefe,  and  they  retreated  taking 
iimilar  pofitions  behind  others,  from  which  they 
were  alfo  routed  with  much  lofs.  This  advanced 
party  then  j9ed  in  great  difordcr  to  the  hill,  where 
the  main  body,  chiefly  pikemen,  were  pofted  j 
;\nd  was  purfued,  in  equal  diforder,  by  the  unfor- 
tunate North-Cork,  whofe  impetuofity  could  not 
be  rcftrainedj  although  every  exertion  was  ufed 
by  the  Lieutenant-colonel  to  prevent  it.  At  this 
'  critical  moment,  the  main  body  of  the  rebels 
rulhed  down  from  the  hill  in  a  fwarm,  fur 
..'  rounded  the  difperfed  detachment,  and  piked 
■-  f>very  man  in  a  fpace  of  time  hardly  credible  ', 
the  Lieutenant-colonel,  one  ferjeant,  and  two 
privates  alone  efcaping.  Lieutenant-colonel  Foott 
was  wounded  in  t]\e  breaft  by  a  pike,  and  nearly 
drp.gged  off  his  horfe,  but  being  capitally  mounted 

he 
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-h€  galloped  off  the  ground,  clearing  every  ditch 
in  his  way;  the  ferjeant  who  had  been  the  one 
detached  in  flank,  fliot  one  of  the  rebels  who 
was  monnted,  and  by  taking  his  horfe  made  his 
own  efcape— how  the  two  privates  got  off  cannot 
be  afcertained.  Feats  of  great  defperacy  were 
performed  by  the  ili-fated  viflims  that  perifhed  ^ 
the  grenadiers  in  particular,  who  having  wrefted 
their  pikes  out  of  the  hands  of  feveral  of  their 
aflailants,  at  laft  fell  from  blows  and  ftabs  be* 
bind. 

The  next  day,  Whit-Monday,  the  twenty* 
eighth  of  May,  the  rebels  increafed  in  numbers, 
to  more  than  double,  and  fupplied  v/ith  the  arms 
and  ammunition  they  had  taken  from  the  unfor- 
tunate detachment,  which  had  gone  out  with 
fixty  rounds  per  man,  and  vety  few  rounds  of 
which  had  been  expended,  marched  to  Ennif- 
corthy  in  the  fulleft  confidence;  they  were  com- 
manded by  General  Roche,  who  had  been  per-^ 
xnanent  ferjeant  in  Colonel  le  Hunte's  yeomenry,  . 
and  by  father  John  Murphy,  a  Roman-Catholic 
pried.  H  wever,  Ennifcorthy  had  been  rein- 
forced ''he  day  be^)r^,  by  the  detachment  of  the 
North-Cork  and  Captain  Cornock's  ScarewalQi^- 
yeomanry  falling  back  from  Ferns,  unable  to  op- 
pcft  th^  multitudes  of  rebels  alTem bled  in  that 
quarter;  t'le  whole  of  rhe  conibined  force  now 
^mounting  to  about  three  hundred  men^  under 
K  3  the 


(      102      ) 

the  command  of  Captain  Snowe,  and  together 
with  the  loyal  Ferns  and  Ennifcorthy  inhabitants, 
every  man  at  his  poft,  in  the  heft  poiitions  that 
the  fituation  and  force  would  admit  of. 

BATTLE    OF   ENNJSCORTHT. 

At  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  aflion 
tommenced,  by  a  vigorous  attack  made  by  the 
rebels  on  the  Duffrey-gate  fide  of  the  town,  hav- 
ing previoufly  turned  in  before  them  a  great 
number  of  loofe  horfes  to  confufe  and  difconcert 
the  troops ;  at  the  fame  time,  the  ditches  in  front 
of  the  DufFrey-gate  were  lined  with  feveral  hun- 
dred of  their  beft  markfmen,  who  kept  OH,a  gal- 
ling iire  :  the  attack  was  oppofed  by  the  yeo- 
iiienry  and  loyal  inhabitants  with  the  greatefk 
gallantry,  but  from  the  vaft  fuperiority  of  the 
rebel  numbers,  there  was  much  danger  of  the 
yeomenry  corps,  being  furrounded — feveral  loyal 
and  brave  fellows  had  fallen,  amongft  the  reft 
Captain  John  Poonden,  who  commanded  his 
brother's  fupplementary  yeomen  -,  but  intelligence 
of  it  arriving  to  Captain  wSnowe,  who  was  pofted 
on  the  bridge,  he  marched  up  the  whole  of  the 
North-Cork  to  their  affiflance.  Jufl  as  he  got  to 
the  Duffrey-gate,  he  was  met  by  an  officer  of 
cavalry,  and  informed  that  it  was  neceffary  he 
<liould  file  off  to  the  left,  to  prevent  the  inten- 
|ion  of  the  rebels  of  furrounding  the  yeomenry, 

by 
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by  entering  a  road  called  the  Daffney  road,  which 
wodld  have  brought  them  into  the  town  in  the 
rear  of  them  ;  this  he  accordingly  did,  and  took 
a  pofition   on  that  road,   where  a  rebel   column 
was  within  a  very  {hort  diftance  of  him  ;  but  in- 
ftead  of  attacking  him,    the   rebels   detached  a 
large  body  to  crofs  the  river,  which  was  very  low, 
and  to  occupy  the  other  fide  of  the  town  (Tem- 
plefhannon)  and  the  bridge  which  he  had  quitted  ; 
by  which  means,  had  it  fucceeded,  the  troops  of 
all    defcr'i prions    would     have    been    completely 
hemmed    in ;    but   the   North- Cork    ran    back 
through  the  (Ireets  as  quick  as  pofGble,   to  re- 
pofiTefs  the  bridge,    in   doing   which  they  loft  a 
ferjeant  and  a  private  by  fhots  from  the  windows  : 
however,  they  arrived  critically  in  time  to  line  the 
bridge,   and   to   give  a  fevere  check  to  the  rebel 
column,  juft  then  in  the  2l{\  of  croffing  the  river, 
and  a  part  of  which  had  landed  on  an  illand   in 
it.     Numbers  of  the  rebels  fell  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  by  the  fire  of  the   North- Cork  from  the 
battlements  of  the  bridge;    and   none   of  their 
ihots  took  efJeft   from  their  confufion,   from  the 
prote^lion  of  the  battlements,  and  from  moft  of 
them   leveling   To   high,    that    their    fhot    went 
vrhiftling   over    the    heads   of  the   North-Cork, 
Hrhofe  fire  was  fo  inceflant,    that  it  was  with  the 
ntmoft  difficulty  it  could  be  reftraine^J,  even  after 
the  rebels  had  got  beyond   its  cffed.     Another 
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body  of  the  rebels  had  by  this  time  made  good 
a  landing  lower  down  the  river,  but  an  officer 
and  lixteen  men  of  the  North- Cork  was  detached 
from  the  bridge,  through  Templefhannon,  to 
meet  them.  The  officer  (Lieutenant  Brien)  novr 
in  the  regiment,  but  then  only  afting  as  a  volun- 
teer, an  old  officer  of  the  line,  took  an  excellent 
poiition,  by  lining  the  ditch  of  a  ploughed  field, 
irom  whence,  by  the  report  made  by  him  to 
Captain  Snowe  on  his  return,  the  rebels  fuftained 
no  fmall  lofs. 

EafHed  then  in  their  firft  attempt,  the  rebels* 
ceafed  any  further  attack  for  at  leaft  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  or  tw^enty  minutes,  which  gave  Cap- 
tain Snowe  an  opportunity  of  renewing  the  am- 
munition of  his  own  men,  which  was  almoft 
all  expended,  and  of  fending  a  frelh  fupply 
to  the  yeomenry  J  he  was  enabled  to  do  this, 
from  having  a  car  on  the  bridge  with  him  with 
his  ammuniticn-cheft  on  it :  in  the  mean  time, 
the  houfes  all  around,  on  each  fide  of  the  river, 
began  to  blaze,  and  exhibited  a  mofi:  awful  fpec- 
tacle*  The  rebels  took  immediate  advantage  of 
this,  to  make  a  fecond  and  moft  defperate  attack 
on  the  DuSrey-gate  and  through  the  Irifli  ft reet, 
and  to  fend  acrofi  the  river  to  the  T'^mplefiian- 
non  fide  aaot^er  body,  much  lower  d  nvn  tha% 
where  they  had  ct-empted  it  before,  in  order  ta 
take  t^he  troops  on  both  their  flanks.  Their  num«^' 
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htn  and  impetuofity  were  fo  great  on  the  Duffi ey- 
gate  and  Irifh-ftreet,  that  all  the  corps  of  yeo- 
menry  and  the  loyahfls  were  obliged  to  retreat 
fighting  into  the  very  centre  of  the  town,  where 
they  made  a  moft  determined  fland  : — and  here 
they  were  opportunely  and  nobly  fupported  by 
the  fire  of  a  detachment  of  oneferjeant,  one  cor- 
poral, and  fourteen  privateSj  compofed  equally 
of  the  mih'tia  and  yeomenry,  under  the  command 
of  fcrjeant  Bennett  of  the  Ennifeorthy  infantry. 
This  detachment  had  been  pofled  in  the  piorn* 
ing,  in  the  windows  of  the  court»houfe,  which 
commanded  the'^market-placc,  under  the  idea  of 
what  now  really  came  to  pafe  j  and  the  execution 
from  its  fire  amongft  the  crowd  of  rebels  was 
'  dreadful*~no  fliot  miffing.  At  this  moment, 
Captain  Cornock,  wounded  from  the  thruft  of  a 
pike  along  his  neck,  ran  down  to  the  bridge,  to 
inform  Captain  Snowe  of  what  was  paffing^  and 
to  requeft  a  reinforcement  from  the  North-Cork, 
which  was  immediately  complied  with  ;  Captain 
Snowe  referving  no  officer,  and  only  one  ferjeant 
and  fixteen  rank  and  file  with  bimfelf.  This 
reinforcement  had  not  been  gone  five  minutes, 
when  the  rebels  appeared  in  Templefhannon,  at 
the  oppofite  end  of  the  fl:reet,  fronting  the  party 
of  the  North-Cork,  which  had  been  drawn  acrofs 
that  part  of  the  bridge  to  oppofe  them;  after 
exchanging  two  or  three  (hots,  the  party  advanced 
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rapidly  through  the  ftreet  v/ith  fixed  bayonets 
and  ported  arms,  finding  nothing  elfe  for  it,  and 
apprehenfive  that  a  much  larger  body  of  rebels 
might  come  on :  they  met  no  oppofition  till  they 
came  to  the  brewery,  when  about  forty  men 
daflied  in  amongft  them  from  a  lane  on  their 
left,  and  an  obitinate  conteft  cnfued  hand  to 
hand ;  but  the  North-Cork  being  all  ready  loaded, 
and  their  arms  in  the  beft  order,  fucceeded  in 
almoft:  totally  deftroying  this  party  of  rebels,  very 
few  individuals  faving  themfelves  by  flight :  a 
fmall  number  of  them  only  had  fire-arms,  but 
the  pikemen,  wonderfully  tall  ftout  able  fellows, 
fought  with  their  pikes  in  the  moft  furious  and 
defperate  manner,  thrufting  at  the  foldiers,  who 
had  much  ado  to  parry  with  their  bayonets  after 
having  fired,  before  they  could  load  again — out 
of  the  fixteen  men,  two  were  killed  and  one 
wounded  in  this  affair.  Previous  to  the  rein- 
forcement under  Captain  Jofliua  Pounden  coming 
over  from  the  Duffrey-gate,  the  formidable  attack 
in  that  quarter  had  been  repulfed  by  the  united 
militia  and  yeomenry,  and  the  great  column  of 
rebels  completely  driven  out  of  the  town.  This 
happy  fuccefs  enabled  Captain  Pounden  to  march 
his  corps  immediately  over  toTemplefliannon,  to 
the  affiilance  of  Captain  Snowc  and  his  fmalL' 
party. 

Notwitbftandinif 
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i  Kotwithdanding  the  many  repulfes  the  rebels 
had  received,  in  this  very  fevere  aftion  of  more 
than  three  hoor^s  continuance,  yet  they  had  not 
drawn  off;  they  occupied  all  the  hills  about  En- 
nifcorthy,  and  were  ktxi  in  thoufands  climbing 
«p  the  fteep  wbod  below  the  bridge,  to  take  poft 
on  the  road  leading  to  Wexford — they  well  kne\«?. 
that  the  troops,  exhaufted  with  the  conftant  duty 
they  had  underwent  for  feveral  days  and  nights 
previous  to  the  aftion,  and  with  the  day's  aclioa 
itfelf,  were  in  no  condition  to  oppofe  frelh  and 
i^epeated  attacks  that  would  be  made  on  them  in 
the  night ;  they  had  no  cannon,  and  were  in- 
clofed  in  a  burning  town,  without ithe  pollibility 
of  getting  any  kind  of  rcfrelhment.  Ff om  a 
convifcipn  of  the  truth  of  this  fituation,  a  retreat 
to  ¥/"exford  was  propofed  to  Captain  Snowe,  by 
the  river  inftead  of  the  great  road,  the  town 
being  no  longer  tenable;  to  which  he  at  laft 
]^ielded,  after  giving  his  opinion,  that  he  did  not 
know  hov/  far  he  might  be  juftifisd  in  doing  fo  ; 
but  being  told  that  if  he  did  not,  his  retreat 
would  be  entirely  cut  oiF  in  lefs  than  ten  minutes, 
he  ordered  the  drum  to  bear.  The  militia,  yeo- 
menry  and  loyalifts  marched  off  together,  through 
the  burning  ftreets,  the  houfes  on  each  fide  of 
which  were  fome  blazing,  others  a  cake  of  red 
fire ;  they  carried  off  with  then!  fach  of  their 
wounded  as  were  at  all  able  to  move,  the  yeomen 
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cavalry  vying  veith  each  other  whicK  fhould  give 
moft  afliftance  to  thefe  unfortunate  fufFerers,  and 
equally  fo  to  the  women  and  children,  numbers 
of  whom,  inhabitants  of  Ennifcorthy,  followed 
the  troops.  No  purfuit  was  attempted  by  the 
rebels,  nor  did  they  enter  Ennifcorthy  for  fome 
time  after  the  troops  had  evacuated  it.  In  this 
day's  aftion,  Captain  John  Pounden,  Lieutenant 
Carden,  an  old  officer,  and  Lieutenant  Hunt, 
fell  ;  the  latter  at  firft  only  wounded,  but  after- 
wards "murdered  by  the  rebels,  and  about  feventy 
of  the  troops,  moftly  yeomenry  ;  feveral  loyalifis 
were  alfo  killed  and  wounded,  on  whofe  bravery 
too  much  pralfe  cannot  be  beftowed.  The  rebels, 
by  every  fubfequent  account,  loft  five  hundred 
men— they  paid  dear  ;  for  General  Roche  after- 
guards declared  they  were  the  flower  of  his  army 
of  fifteen  thoufand  men,  ten  thoufand  of  whom 
were  armed  with  fire-ar^ms  and  pikes,  the  remain- 
der with  fuch  weapons  as  they  could  procure ; 
however,  their  exact  iirength  could  not  be  afcer- 
tained,  they  were  fuppofed  by  the  troops  in  the 
aflion  to  be  about  ten  thoufand.  Roche  was 
mounted  on  a  grey  horfe,  wore  a  cocked  hat,  wa^ 
drefl^ed  in  fcarlet,  and  had  a  drawn  fword  in  his 
hand*  Tlie  troops  made  good  their  retreat,  and 
marched  into  Wexford  that  night  by  nine  o'clock, 
in  perfect  order,  both  cavalry  and  infantry. 

LETTER 
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Ferns,  Co.  Wexford,  June  22,  1799. 
■         Sir, 

A  late  pviUlicatjtDn  of  yours,  entitled  ^^  An 
impartial  Nan^vhye  of  the  mofe  important  En- 
gagements  which  took  place  between  his  Majefcy's 
Forces  and  the  Rebels^  dr?riniT  tbs  Irlfii  Rebel- 
lion,  1798,''  has  juft  fell  into  my  hands,  and  to 
do  you  jiiftlce,  it  muft  prG,ve  an  acc^ptab-e  pub« 
lication,  and  a  work  of  great  merit.  There  is 
one  engagement  however,  among  naariy  others, 
of  which  you  bave  taken  no  notice,  that  is^.  the 
battle  at  Bally canow^  in  this  county,  fought  on 
Friday  the  firft  of  June,  1798,  of  vvhkh  I  will 
endeavour  to  give  you  the  particulars,  being  an. 
cye-witnefs  to  the  whole. 

On  the  morning  of  the  firft  of  Jane>  1798,  a 
party  of  the  Camolln  cavahy,  coriiifting  of  an 
officer  and  about  twenty  men,  wcr^  ordered  by 
Lieutenant  Elliot  of  the  Antrim  militi^^  on  a 
reconnoitering  party  tovv  ards  Corrigrda^hillj  and 
to  return  to  Gorey  by  Ballycanov/,  The  party 
immediately  marched,  and  on  coming  within 
fight  of  the  hill,  the  rebels  (who  arrived  there 
that  morning  from  Vinegar-hill)  had  taken  poft 
on  the  fummit,  and  in  a  few  minutes  kindled  a 
large  firCp  as  a  fignal  for  ^^heir  piquet  guards  to 
L       "  come 
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come  in.  This  fomewhat  alarmed  us,  as  we 
were  badly  prepared  with  either  arms  or  ammu- 
nition j  but  being  determined,  if  poffible,  to 
obey  our  orders,  we  took  another  direction, 
and  got  to  the  crofTes  of  Ballymore,  where  we 
faw  a  large  party  of  rebels  on  the  hill,  and  ano- 
ther party  after  fetting  fire  to  all  the  Proteftant 
houfes  in  the  neighbourhood.  Between  this  and 
Ballycanow  a  large  party  of  the  rebels  were  fccn 
en  their  march  from  Oulart,  being  armed  with 
guns  and  pikes,  and  a  great  variety  of  ftandards  j 
on  feeing  us  they  haflened  on  to  Ballycanow, 
thinking  to  cut  off  our  retreat  to  Gorey,  whilfh 
the  entire  body  from  Corrigrua-hill  were  pouring 
doY/n  after  us.  Arriving  at  Ballycanow,  a  guard 
of  rebels  attacked  us,  which  we  defeated,  with- 
out any  lofs  on  our  fide,  except  one  man  and  his 
Iiorfe  flightly  wounded.  On  our  going  in  to 
Gorey,  we  informed  the  Commanding-officer  of 
thefe  circumftances,  and  alfo  that  we  were  led 
to  think  their  determination  was  to  attack  the 
tov/n  that  evening  or  the  following  morning. 
Lieutenant  Elliot  thought  it  beft  to  march  his 
men  out,  mieet  the  rej^els,  and  not  give  them, 
time  to  make  a  formal  attack.  Having  ordered- 
the  drums  to  beat  to  arm-,  in  about  ten  minutes 
the  forces  in  Gorey,  confilting  of  20  Anrrim,  20 
North  Cork,  20  Gorey  infantry,  50  Gorey  caval- 
ry, 36  Ballaghkeenc   cavalry,   and  46  Camolin 

cavalry. 


{  ill  } 

cavalry,  marched  cut  in  high  fphks  to   attack 
them. 

BATTLE  Oh  BJLLTGANOlP\ 
On  coming  to  the  fummit  of  Balymanane-^ 
hill,  two  miles  from  Gorey,  and  midway  bcftween 
that  and  Ballycannow^  )ve  had  a  full  view  of  tha 
rebel  force  s  they  h^d  formed  a  camp  \n  a  plain 
fidd  near  the  latter  place,  and  wer^  at  that  time 
rcfrcflihig.  themfelves  after  iheir  marclu  We 
proceeded  down  the  hUl,  and  vdUvm  a  mile  dif'» 
tant  of  Ballycannow,  the  enemy  had  formed  be« 
hind  the  ditches,  whilll  a  l^rge  body  marched 
towards  us,  driving  horfes  and  black  cattle  before 
tfaem,  for  the  purpofe  of  throwing  our  troops  into 
confufion.  The  aflion  now  commenced,  which 
for  an  hour  was  very  fmart,  ivlien  they  were,  how- 
ever forced  to  give  way,  and  fled  with  great  pre- 
cipitation ;  though  they  repeatedly  attempted  to 
form  again  behind  the  ditches,  they  were  at  lafi' 
totally  difperfed,  with  ccnfiderable  lofs.  The 
cavalry  purfued  them  m  all  directions,  over  a  vaft 
extent  of  the  country  ;  the  infantry  proceeded  to 
Ballycannow,  met  with  a  rebel  commander  and 
'wmmiffary  named  Kenny,  took  him  prifoner,  and 
finding  him  guilty,  fhot  him?  and  burnt  his  houfe, 
which  contained  property  to  a  krg?  amount. 
Two  of  th^  Gorey  cavalry,  and  fome  loyalifts  who 
U'ere  made  prilbners  fome  days  before^  and  doom- 
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6d  to  UifFer  de^th  that  evening,  were  fortunately 
releafed  by  our  troops,  and  by  every  account  we 
could  learn  from  them,  their  numbers  were  loco 
llrong  ;  that  it  was  their  intention  to  encamp  on 
Ballyrpanane-hiil  that  nighr,  and  to  have  attack<p 
Gorey  at  an  early  hour  the  following  morning  5 
but  it  pleafed  God  that  they  were  fruftrated  in 
that  particular.  They  alfo  informed  us  that 
Prieft  Murphy  (who  was  fince  killed  at  Arklow) 
bad  the  command  of  the  body,  and  that  he  blel& 
cd  their  pikes  and  guns,  faid  mafs  for  them,  &c. 
in  Ballycannow,  before  the  battle  began.  We 
have  been  informed  that  their  lofs  was  not  fliort 
of  200  killed,  befides  many  wounded  :  their  guns, 
pikesj  ftandards  and  an  immcnfe  number  of  horfes 
Hiules  and  afTcs  fell  into  our  hands,  while  on 
the  contrary  we  had  no  lives  lofi:.  Lieut.  Elliot 
received  a  flight  wound  of  a  pike  in  the  forehead, 
f^nc  of  hU  men  a  wound  in  the  thigh,  and  one  of 
l&c  Gorey  troop  wounded  in  the  arm, 

I  remain.    Sir, 
Your  Obedient, 

Humble  Servant, 

p.e.i 


LETTER 
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LETTER    XIi: 

ROSBOKO^GH>   JULY     ifJi     ^7{79> 

Sir, 

1  am  only  this  day  faToured  with  your  letter^ 
dF  the  22d,  Inft.  In  anfwer  to  which,  1  beg  leave 
to  fay,  that  Mr.  M — II  has  been  under  feme 
jniftake  as  to  my  having  any  particular  know- 
'  fcdge  of  thefe  affairs  with  the  rebels  which  yoa 
mention,  except  that  on  the  19th  of  June  179?^ 
at  Ovitftown — which  havmg  been  very  briefljf 
*  given  in  the  OiEcial  Accounts  from  the  Caftle,  I 
fliall  endeavour  to  ftate  fome  of  the  particulars^^ 
.as  well  as  in  my  power  at  this  cliftance  of  time. 

On  the  18th    of   June    1708,  Lieutenant  CoU 
Irwine  (having  then  the  conrmand    o^  the  gar=- 
rifon  at  Trim,)   received  intelligence  that  a  con» 
fiderable  body  of  rebels,  were  alTembliTg  in  the 
neighbourhood    of  Kilcock,  under  the  jcoinmand 
of  William   Aylmer,  formerly  an  officer  in  the 
Kildare  Militia,  and  other  leaders. — On  that  night 
about  ten  o'Clock,  he  marched  wirli  what  troops 
he  thought  could  b:?  fparcd  from   the  garrifon  of 
*  Trim,  and  its  vicinity,  confifting  of  the  following 
corps— viz.  4th    Dragoon    Guards,    one    t'oopi 
Duke  of  York's.  R.  F.  Highlanders,    four  Com- 
panies, and  two  battallion    guns ;  Trim     cavalry^ 
pnc  troop,  Navaa  and   Murgallion^  one   troop  |. 

Demifoii. 
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Demifou  one  troop  jTrlm  infantry,  one  company : 
total  in  the  field,  284  rank  and  file,  with  a  due 
proportion  of  ofiicers  and  fcrjeants. 

Having  palTed  through  Kilcock,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  1 8th,  without  feeing  any  rebels,  or 
getting  any  inteUigence  to  be  depended  on  :  about 
ten  o'clock  the  advanced  guard  was  fired  on  by 
part  of  a  lage  body  of  them  (by  certain  accounts 
lince  obtained  from  parties  concerned,  there 
U'as  upwards  of  five  thoufand)  drawn  up  at  the 
bottom  of  Ovitftown  hill,  near  Horcland  houfe. 
It  being  fome  time  before  the  detachments  could  ♦ ' 
be  formed,  owing  to  the  the  nature  of  the  ground 
:and  the  hedges,  the  rebels  kept  up  a  very  fniart 
fire,  and  made  a  defperate  attempt  on  the  Guns 
in  our  front,  though  receiving  their  fire.  Thefe 
defperadoes  however  fufi^ered  for  their  temerity, 
by  a  confiderable  carnige,  which  foon  m»d«  them 
abandon  that  favourite  objeiSt.— 'They  afterwards 
filed  oifto  their  right  under  cover  of  a  hedge, 
wirh  a  view  of  furrounding  the  King's  Troops^ 
but  in  this  they  were  alfo  difappointed,  by  our 
cutting  through  the  hedge  and  falling  on  their 
flank,  which  completely  routed  them  in  that 
quarter — the  difficulty  of  forming,  being  fur- 
mounted  with  the  greateft  ftead-nefs  by  the 
troops,  the  whole  body  of  rebels  then  gave  way, 
ar:d  fled  wilh  the  greateft  fpeed  ro  the  ntighbour* 
ing  bogj  where,  b^  throwmg  away  tbcir  arms  1 

and 
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and  cloaths,  they  efFefteJ  their   efcape,    leaving 
dead  on  the  ground  upwards  of  two   hundred. 

The  lofs  on  our  fide  was  as  follo\/v^s,  4th  Dra-* 
goon  Guards,  one  Serjeant  killed  ;  Capt.  Sir 
Richard  Steele,  one  Serjeant,  two  Rink  and  File 
wounded;  Murgallion  Cavalry,  one  Rank  and 
Fi]e  wounded;  Trim  Cavalry,  one  Rank  and 
File  wounded;  Duke  of  York*3  Highlander?^ 
EnCgn  John  Sutter,  one  Serjeant,  and  five  Rank 
5Jld  File  killcdj  Lt.  Col.  Irwine,  one  Scrj-ant, 
and  feven  Rank  and  File  wounded,^— the  fi.ft 
iightly. 

I  have  heard  Col.    Irwine  fay  he  received  great 

^1  affiftance  from   Col.  Burrowes  of  Dangan,  (Co, 

Meath)  who  did  him  the  honor  to  accon  pauy  us 

as  a  volunteer  on  theoccafion,  and  that  ever/  in« 

dividual   of  the  detachments   behavioi^r  in  this 

j  little  Skirmifli,  was  fuch  as  did  thtm  the  greateft 

f  honor. 

I  /  Th«   above  is   a  hafty  Iketch   of  the    bufinefs 
agreeable  to  your  wiflies,   which  if  thougVit  Vvor- 
i  thy  of  mention  in  your   publication,  I  afiurc  ycu 
i  may  be  relied  on  as  perfe<^Uy  cuned, 
I    am    Sir, 

Your  Obedient  Servant^ 

H.  K. 
ih  LEITER 
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LETTER    Xin. 

ANTRIM,   JULY    12th,    1759. 

I  this  day  (for  the  firft  time)  had  the  plea* 
fure  of  reading  your  very  interefting  Narrative, 
and  not  feeing  any  account  of  the  battle  fought 
with  the  rebels  in  this  town,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
giving  you  an  account  of  that  affair  ;  though  the 
language  is  but  poor,  yet  the  iVatement  is  au* 
theatic. 

LJTTLE    GF   ANTRIM. 

On  the  7th  of  Jane  1798,  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M, 
an  exprefs  arrived  from  General  Nugent  at  Bel- 
faft,  to  Major  Siddon  of  the  2 2d  light  dragoons, 
commanding  in  the  town  of  Antrim,  to  inform 
him,  that  there  was  a  general  riling  expefted  ict 
this  county,  and  that  the  town  of  Antrim  would 
be  attacked,  in  order  to  fecure  the  magiftrates 
who  v/ere  to  meet  there  by  order  of  Lord  Vifc 
count  O'Neil,  governor  of  the  county. 

Major  Siddon  immediately  colledled  his  fmaH 
forces  together,  which  confided  of  one  troop  of 
the  :: 2d  light  dragoons,  the  A^ntrim  yeomen  in- 
fantry, (80  in  all)  commanded  by  the  Earl  of  Maf- 
iareene,  and  about  thirty  men  who  voluntarily 
turned  out  under  the  command  of  one  Mr.  J. 
Charters, 
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This  handful  of  brave  men,  waited  under  arms 
to  the  parade,  (which  is  at  the  very  lower  end  of 
the  town)  from  ten  o'clock  A.  M.  until  two 
o'clock  P.  M.  when  in  an  inftant  the  out-pofts 
vere  driven  in,  and  immediately  after  about  dooo 
rebels  entered  the  head  of  the  town,  with  two 
brafs  fix-pounders  in  front,  and  marched  into  the 
church-yard,  u'hich  is  e&a^ly  in  the  middle  of 
the  town. 

i  Upon  this,  the  Earl  of  MaiTareene  made  a  fhort 
but  pithy  fpecch  to  the  troops  j  the  yeomen  im- 
mediately marched  up  half  way  to  the  churchy  and 
.the  light  dragoons  marched  up  in  the  rere*  Juft 
R  as  the  troops  had  halted,  Lieut*  CoL  Lumley, 
I  with  two  troops  of  his  regiment,  (sad  light  dra- 
I  goons)  and  two  curricle  guns,  came  in  from  Blaris 
Camp  5  the  yeomen  were  then  ordered  to  file  off 
to  right  and  l^fts  In  order  to  line  the  ftreets,  and 
give  room  for  the  cannon  to  aft.  Before  the  horfcs 
were  unyoked  from  the  guns,  the  rebels  had 
fired  two  rounds  of  cannifteV  foot,  which  was 
fifty  mulket-bollets  in  a  ftocking.  Thefalute  was 
foon  returned,  and  the  roof  of  the  charch  hdn^ 
much  damaged  the  rebels  fied  into  the  houfes 
and  lanes. 

Lieut.  CoL  Lumley  imagining  this  to  be  a  total 
retreat,  ordered  the  dragoons  to  charge,  but  un- 
fortunately the  rebels  opened  fo  brilk  a  fire  of 
mufquctry  from  th^  wiudows^  that   the  dragoons 

were 
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v/ere  forced  to  retreat  in  great  confufion,  with 
the  Icfs  of  twenty  men,  one  officer,  and  one  quar- 
ter-mafter  killed,  Lieut*  Col.  Lumlev,  Major 
Siddorr,  and  Lieut.  Murphy  wounded. 

The  rebels  being  greatly  elated  with  this  tem- 
porary advantage,  ruflied  on  furioufly  in  order  to 
furround  the  yeomenry,  who  ftlU  remained  ex- 
pofed  to  their  lire  ^  upon  this  the  griUant  Eijrl  of 
Maflareenc  was  forced  to  retreat  to  his  own  gar- 
den, which  being  furrounded  by  a  lofty  wall,  was 
a  very  proper  pofr.  The  yeonien  had  been 
forced  to  leave  the  cannon  in  the  ftreet,  but  co- 
vered them  fo  well  by  a  heavy  difcharge  of  muf- 
quetry,  that  the  rebels  could  not  touch  them,  fo 
that  they  were  once  mere  enabled  to  fally  forth, 
and  draw  them  fafely  oflF. 

The  yeomen  continued  in  this  pofition  until 
four  o'clock  P.  M.  during  wlikh  time  they  were 
often  furioufly  attacked  by  large  parties  of  the  re- 
bels, and  as  often  bravely  repuh'ed  them.  The 
rebels  being  v/orn  out  by  fo  many  vain  attempts,, 
retired  from  the  town,  and  had  actually  fat  dowa 
in  a  field  adjacent,  and  had  begun  to  feali  upon 
large  quantities  of  meat  which  they  had  broughi? 
with  them;  when  a  yeoman  who  was  pofted 
upon  the  top  of  Lord  M^fla^eene's  caflle,  beheld 
a  large  reinforcement  upon  'a  neighbouring  hill: 
condicmg  of  detachments  of  the  Monaghan  and 
Fifcihire  regiments,  under  the  command  of  Col. 

Durham^ 
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I  Durham,  a  party  of  the  22d  light  dragoons,  und^r 
the  command  of  Major  Smith,  and  the  Belfall 
cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Rainey. 
A  yeoman  was  then  immediately  difpatched  by  a 
jprlvate  way,  bearing  a  red  flag,  to  inform  the 
[army  of  the  fituation  of  affairs ;  the  dragoons  im- 
mediately pm'fued,  and  the  foot  feparated  and 
made  great  flaughter  in  the  fields. 

Upon  computation,  the  rebels  loft  four  hun- 
dred men,  while  the  army  in  killed  and  wounded, 
Hofl  about  thirty. 

\\    The  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Vifbount  O'Neill,  received 

m  mortal  pike-wound  early  in  the  affion,  of  which 

Ijhedied  on  the  17th   of  the  fame  month,  at  the 

nEarl  of  Maflareene's  caftle  in  the  town  of  Antrim, 

ij     Nothing  could  exceed  the  valour  of  the  troops 

liOT  this  occafion,  a  remarkable  inftance  of  which, 

was,  one  Jackfon,  a  young  man,  and  a  member  of 

the  Antrim  yeomen,  who  having  received  a  mor- 

'Ital  wound   in  his  knee,  abfolately  refufed  to  re- 

Ireat,  until  he  would  difcharge  his  piece   at  the 

Rebels :  this  poor  young  fellow    (after  fuftering  aii 

"'  lamputation)  died,  much  regretted  by  every  real 

'  ioyalifl:  in  this  country. 

The  rebels  were  headed  in  this  engagement  by 
M'Givoren,  a  petty  grocer,  and  an  inhabitant  of 
Antrim,  and  one  H,  J.  M^Cracking,  a  native  cf 
'x^lfaft.  M'Cracking  was  fince  hanged  in  the  town 
}f  Bclfaft,  but  M^G;voren  has  been  pardoned. 

The 
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The  rebels  were  [o  fnrc  of  victory,  that  they 
brought  horfes  and  cars,  to  carry  away  the  fpoil. 
But  the  hand   of  God  fought  again  ft  them,  and 
difcomfited  all  their  bloody  intentions, 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

L  M. 


!: 


LETT  E  R      XIV, 

FoxFORB,  July  r8,  1799; 
3fy  dear  Friend^ 

I  fliould  have  anfvvered  yours  fooner,  but  on 
account  of  the  hurry  of  military  bufinefs,  as  alfo 
2ncth.er  reafon  ;  which  is,  that  at  the  time  I  vvrote 
the  letters  alluded  toJI  my  feelings  were  more 
fenfible  to  remark  occurrences  than  at  prefent— 
but  as  you  have  requ^fted  the  favour,  I  will  tran-j 
fcribe  fuch  particulars  as  I  can  now  recollect. 

On  Sunday,  the  third  of  June,  1798,  one>  J 
hundred  and  thirty  of  our  regiment  (the  Armaglf  ^^ 
militia),  commanded  by  Lieutenant-colonel  Cope, 
marched  into  Gorcy;  and  in  the  evening  we  \ 
were  joined  by  different  other  detachments.  Wc 
halted  there  all  night,  and  next  morning  paraded 


jl  The  reader  is  referred  for  the  accmnis  of  iht\ 
laities  of  Arlhw  and  Vinegar-hilly  given  hy  ihiii 
€^rrefpondent^  to  PART  the  FJRST,  pages  70,  75. 


t::; 
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td  the  nnmhex  (yeomenry  included)  of  about 
eleven  hundred  bra^^^e  looking  men.  I  could  n^t 
fuppofe  that  the  rebels  would  have  oppoled  fiica 
a  force;  nor  did  we  expeft  battle  till  we  arrived 
at  Vinegar-hill  ;  which,  I  believe,  msy  have  been 
the  caufe  of  th^  infecurity  of  our  commanding- 
offic'ers,  and  which  led  to  our  defeat.  The  4th  of 
Jane  {our  gracious  King's  birth-day— oh  I  may 
we  never  commemorate  it  with  fuch  an  awful 
fcene)  our  forces  were  divided,  one  part  under  the 
command  of  General  Loftus,  the  other  under 
that  of  Colonel  Walpole^  our  iighting  genc-raL 
General  Loftus  took  the  main  road,  leading  to 
Wexford.  I  was  under  the  dire6lIon  of  the  lat- 
ter^ who  took  a  country  road,  "v^diich  after  Z  fe^ 
mil^s  travelling  (Iruck  out  on  the  form-cr, 

BATTLE  OF  TUEBERNERNEBNynearGorej: 

We  marched  about  three  miles,  wheB  Colonel 

Walpole  rode  slong  the  line  on  march,   and  re- 

quefted  of  the  troops  to  be  in  readioefs,  as  he 

.espeded  an  eneaiy  very  iietr  ;  their  piquets  hav« 

ing  appeared  within  a  mile  of  us.     We  came  to 

^a  beautiful    fituation   by  nature;    the  quickfets 

were  very  high  on  either  hand,  as  alfo  a  woody 

country,  through  which  we  were  to  proceed:  in 

this  place  lay  our  enemy,  to  the  amount  of  twelve 

thoufand  !    They   fecreted    their    force   behind 

hedges,  to  allure  us  into  the  ambufcade^ — which. 

M  unfortunately 
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tinfcrtunately  anfwered  their  hellifii  deSgn.  Ouf 
cannon,  confilting  of  two  fix-pounders,  and  a 
fmall  field-piece  of  the  Ancient  Brituli  fencibles, 
were  ordered  to  the  front — the  road  became  nar- 
row, which  prevented  the  great  guns  from  afting 
agreeably  to  our  wifii :  then  began  a  heavy  fire 
of  mufquetry  from  each  fide  of  the  road,  and 
from  behind  the  hedges  on  cur  army ;  which 
continued  on  both  fides  without  intermiffion,  for 
two  hours :  the  cannon  ceafed,  owing  to  the 
narrov/  pafs,  as  alfo  the  horfes  being  killed  in  the 
traces.  We  were  ordered  to  take  a  field  in  front 
of  their  fire :  here  we  difputed  the  ground  for 
half  an  hour,  when  eleven  brave  fellows  of  our 
regiment  fell  on  each  fide  of  me.  I  am  now 
-tound  in  gratitude  to  acknowfedge  the  kindrfefs 
cf  God  to  me— while  load'ng  my  piece,  the  car- 
tridge Vvas  ta'cen  cut  of  ^my  fingers  by  a  ball, 
within  four  inches  ef  my  head,  and  my  panta- 
loons torn  acFcfb  by  another — but  the  iflue>  of 
life  were  in  the  hands  of  a  kind  preferver.  CoL 
"Walpole  receive!  a  ball  irf  the  thigh,/ and  in  a 
moment  afrer  another  through  the  head ;  by 
which  means  this  brave  foldier  fell  a  vicftim.  A 
belli  went  through  Colonel  Cope's  horl'e's  ear, 
which  grazed  his  cheek-,  and  pafied  throngh  his 
ha*-,  \^'hiie  commanding  the  men-  {tv-rz]  officers 
\?ere  wou'-ded  in  like  manner.  In  a  little  time 
^heir  line  broke,   which  we  took  for  an  omen  of 

their 
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their  defeat ;  but  this  was  onlyto  deceive  133— 103* 
their  two  wings  fet  up  the  ivar-hoop^  and  made 
for  Gorey,  to  cut  off  our  retreat,  which  had 
been  ordered  to  be  made.  Jiighteen  of  our  meiij 
tvith  Colonel  Cope  and  Enfign  Collins,  were  left 
behind  in  the  meadows— -having  learned  that  the 
body  of  our  army  were  gone,  we  were  determined 
to  fight  our  way  after  them  It  was  truly  p-infuU 
as  we  paiTcd  along,  to  behold  our  cannon  on  the 
roads  ufelefs  to  us-— the  pikemen  with  exultation 
leaping  acrofs  them,  difplaying  their  emblems  of 
difafFe<?tion  over  them,  crying  ^^  Erin  go  bragh^ 
the  Engliih  cannon  is  ours"— -alfo  the  groans  of 
the  wounded,  whole  bodies,  torn  and  pierced 
by  pikes,  while  yet  living,  rendered  the  {ctne 
altogether  very  awful !  we  not  knowing  but  this 
would  Ihortly  be  our  fate:  but  God  was  with  ns 
•—we  fought,  and  loaded  while  runningj.and  en- 
deavouring to  avoid  the  fire  of  our  own  cannon, 
which  were  turned  upon  us  by  the  rebels.  We 
pafled  by  Tubbernerneen*rock,  where  their  green 
flag  was  difplayed,  and  killed  one  of  their  chiefs 
tains  on  horfeback  \  alfo  a  number  who  prelTed 
after  us.  Arriving  at  the  hill  of  Gorey  (though 
fcarcely  able  to  move),  we  made  another  ftand^ 
and  faved  the  lives  of  the  Proteftants  of  the 
,  town,  who  otherwife  (as  they  declared)  would 
not  have  cfcaped.  Numbers  who  wovq  ribbands 
as  loyalifls  in  the  morning,  fired  out  of  windows 
M  a  on 
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&n  115  St  cur  return — yet  not  a  mr.n  fell !  lit  fhlj 
encGunter  we  loft  in  killed  and  miffing,  one  hun- 
dred men,  feme  of  whom  we  afterwards  relieved 
at  Vinegar-hill, 

1  v/ould  here  remark  the  neceffity  there  is  of 
pkquets  reconnoitering  the  country  v/hile  brigades 
are  on  their  march,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
approaching  till  the  troops  inould  be  prepared  to 
receive  them  ;  had  this  been  the  cafe,  -ive  Oiculdv 
net  bnva  been  dei^eared.  After  the  battle  ive  got  ;o 
Arklow,  where  we  dedroycd  everything  military 
ivhich  we  could  not  take  off"  with  us,  and  re» 
turned  next  day  to  Wicklow, 

P.  S.  The  cavalry  made  feveral  unfuccefsful 
charges  during  the  battle — they  could  not  aft  oa 
account  of  the  enclofures,  A  vaft  number  of 
rebels  fell  on  that  day,  as  they  fince  have  acknow. 
ledged.  Thus  have  I  tranfmitted  to  you  the 
particulars  of  this  dreadful  event,  and  am,  dear 
friend^ 

Yqurs,  &c. 

W.  H.  G. 


LETTER      XV. 

KiLCi:LL£N,  July  20,  1799, 

Sir, 

The  following  lines  Ihall  be  found  as  authentic 

as  could  poffibly  be  collefted  by  me,  with  refpeft 

to  the  battles  of  Kilculieaand  Old  Kilculien,  on 

the 
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the  twenty-fourth  of  May,  1798.  It  will  be  - 
proper  in  the  iirii  place  to  premife,  that  Lieut, 
Gen.  D— s  had  early  information  of  the  rebels 
intention  of  riling  •,  and  fo  well  was  he  con- 
vinced of  it,  that  he  difpatched  two  men  of  Cap- 
tain Latouche's  corps  of  yeomen  cavalry,  at  ten 
o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  twenty-third  (namely 
Mr.  J,  Farrange,  and  Mr.  H.  Gribbin),  to  Bal- 
lymore-Euftace,  to  put  the  troops  there  on  their 
guard  that  night.  The  llrcngth  of  that  town 
•was  one  troop  of  the  ninth  dragoons,  commanded 
by  Captain  Beevor,  and  twenty  men  of  the  Ty- 
rone militia  light  company,  commanded  by^; 
Lieutenant  M^Farland. 

BATTIE  OF  BALLTMORE. 

The  rebels  furprifed  this  fmall  garrifon^abott^ 
twelve  o'clock  at  night,  whilft  they  wer^  all  m 
bed,  except  a  corporal's  guard,  confifting  of  £iy^ 
men,  from  which  a  centinel  was  pofted  on  the 
relidence  of  the  officers,  who  all  lodged  in  one 
houfe.  The  rebels  fired  at  the  centry,  whom 
they  left  as  dead  (he  is  perfedtly  recovered  of  his- 
wounds),  and  then  attacked  the  guard,  who 
fought  their  way  up  to  the  officers  lodging,  where 
they  met  fix  of  the  Tyrone,  who  had  affembled 
with  Lieutenant  M*Farland— -and  thofe  men,  with 
a  few^more,  kept  up  fo  well-direcled  a  fire,  that 
they  routed  the  rebek,  in  number  not  lefs  than 
M  3-  ciis_ 
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one  thoufancl.  Many  of  them  were  killed.  The 
lofs  of  the  army  was  Lieut.  M<FarIand,  of  the 
Tyrone  militia,  and  four  privates,  killed-^five 
wounded ;  the  ninth  dragoons,  fix  killed  and 
feveral  wounded.  The  rebels  rallied  feveral 
times,  and  attempted  to  come  in  at  different  parts 
of  the  town,  but  were  always  repulfed. 

But  to  return,  I  have  faid  above,  that  Mr. 
Farrange  and  Mr.  Gribbin  vv^ere  fent  to  Bally- 
more — they  were  going  on  together,  converfing, 
probably  not  apprehenfive  of  danger,  when, 
behold,  they  rode  in  among  a  body  of  pikemen 
that'  were  coming  to  attack  this  town  !  Gribbin 
happened  to  be  a  few  yards  before  Farrange,  who 
initanily  wheeled  his  horfe,  came  back  to  Kil-  . 
cuUen,  and  alarmed  our  little  garrifon,  v/ho  were 
till  then  perfectly  at  their  eafe  (Gribbin  was  fe- 
verely  piked,  but  is  perfedly  recovered).  In  a 
few  minutes  our  garrifon  was  under  arms ;  it  con- 
fifted  of  a  Captain  (Beale)  and  twenty  of  the 
Suffolk  fencibles.  Captain  La  Touche  and  about 
thirty  of  his  corps,  a  ferjeant  and  nine  of  the 
Romney  fencible  cavalry,  and  a  corporal  and  fix 
of  the  ninth  dragoons.  As  foon  as  the  alarm  was 
given,  all  the  cavalry  went  out  to  fcour  the  coun- 
try, and  the  infantry  remained  patroling  from  the 
turnpike  to  the  crois  roads,  the  whole  night,  till 
Cx  in  the  morning.  About  two  o'clock,  the 
cavalry  fent  in  a  lebel^  who  was  going  to  join  his 

partj 
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party — lie  was  inftantly  tied  up  and  flogged — he 
confefled  that  he  was  going  to  Mulhcalli-hill,  to 
join  a  large  body  of  rebels,  and  from  thence  he 
faid  they  were  to  march  to  Nans,  to  attack  that 
place — which  they  actually  did.  As  foon  as  he 
gave  this  piece  of  information,  an  exprefs  was 
inftantly  fent  to  Naas  by  a  dragoon  (Mr.  H* 
Barker),  to  warn  them  of  their  danger ;  but  the 
rebels  had  reached  Naas  before  the  exprefs  arrived^ 
and  had  entered  the  town  at  every  avenue/l  and 
commenced  the  attack,  which  lafted  but  a  very 
fhort  time,  until  they  were  completely  defeated, 
leaving  one  hundred  and  thirty  dead  in  the  ftreeis 
and  fields,  and  a  vaft  number  wounded. 

The  next  alarm  we  had  here,  was  from  Judge 
Downes,  who  happened  to  lodge  in  this  town  one 
night,  on  his  way  to  Cork,  I  believe  to  try  pri- 
soners on  a  fpecial  commiffion.;  he  fet  off  from  this 
about  eight  in  the  morning  of  the  24th,  and 
having  got  as  far  as  the  green  of  Old  Kil- 
cullen,  one  mile  from  this  town,  his  poftillion 
pulled  up  the  horfes,  and  told  his  mafter  th^t 
there  were  a  great  number  of  pke-men  at  tlie 
church,  and  about  the  hill; — the  Judge  inftantly 
drove  back,  and  informed  the  General  thereof, 
who  rode  up  to  meet  the  rebels,  with  the  Rom- 
-neys  and  fuch  of  the  gth  dragoons  as  were  here  ; 
■  in  all  15,  with  Capt.  Cooke  of  the  Romneys,  ar^d 
Capt.  Erikine  of  the  9rh. 

_;     -^  See  PART  t/:e  Fiiisr,  A^^'^- ^3»  The 
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BATTLE  OF  KJLCVLLEN. 
The  reljels  were  very  advantageoufly  pofted  to 
act  againft  cavalry,  as  they  occupied  the  church- 
yard, furrounded  by  a  parapet  wall.  As  foon  as 
the  cavalry  had  advanced  pretty  well  up  the  hill, 
the  rebels  rufhed  out  of  the  church-yard,  at- 
tacked the  cavalry  with  great  fury,  drove  them 
a  ccnilJerable  way  down  the  green,  killed  Capt. 
Cooke,  two  privates  of  the  Romneys,  and  two  or 
three  horfes  ;  they  alfo  killed  two  or  three  of  the 
p^h,  ar,d  wounded  feveral  of  both  regiment?, 
then  returned  exulting  to  their  former  pofitlon. 
At  rhisinftant  arrived  Capt.  Beale,  with  20  men, 
and  about  14  of  the  loyalifts  of  Kilcullen ;  the 
cavalry  did  not  think  proper  to  give  th&  infantry 
the  way,  but  atJvanced  in  great  fpirits  to  charge 
the  rebels  aga^'n,  (fword  in  hand)  as  they  had 
done  before,  and  were  again  defeated,  with  the 
Icfs  of  Capt.  Erfkine,  two  or  three  men  and  fe- 
veral wounded.  The  infantry  were  dill  puiTiing 
for^vard  to  the  church-yard,  where  the  rebels 
were  again  pofted  after  their  fecond  charge,,  and 
thought  they  could  not  be  beaten  from  it ;  but 
as  foon  as  the  infantry  came  up,  Capt.  Beale  di- 
vided his  little  party,  gave  his  ferjeant  the  com- 
mand of  iix  men,  and  fent  him  to  an  oppofite  part 
of  the  wall,  to  that  where  the  Capt.  ftcod  with 
Lis  men,  in  order  I  fjppcfe  to  obtain  a  crofs-fire 
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on  the  rebels,  wbo  never  ftood  a  volley  but  oj\% 
when  they  fled  with  great  precipitation~ther« 
wefe  but  five  or  fix  of  ihem  killed,  and  fome 
wounded;  the  rebels  wounded  one  of  the  Suf- 
folks  feverely  in  the  hand  with  a  pike,  and  killed 
ferjeant  Glarke  of  the  9th,  who  marched  up  with 
the  infantry,  not  having  a  horfe  to  join  hi^ 
own  regiment:  it  was  by  his  own  intrepidity  he 
fuffered,  as  he  leaped  over  the  v/al]>  and  rulhcd 
among  the  throng  of  the  rcbels«*-ihls  termmated 
the  bufinefs  of  that  place. 

I  in^agine    this    bufinefs    would     have    been 
much  more  ferious  to  the  arnny  and  loyalifts,  had 
it  not  been  for  either  the  policy,  or   cowardice  of 
General  Perkins^   who  was  polled  on  Knockawlia 
hill|  with  about  300  pikc-n^en,  and  when  the  fight 
Was  going  on,  he  and  his  men  adV-anced  running 
down  from  the  bill  to  join  their  comrades,  whom 
they  had  feen  fucccHful  againfl   the  cavalry,    but 
they   halted  fliort,  and  (laid   lurking  about   the 
ditches,  and  behind  the   carman's-inn,  v;hen  they 
perceived  the   infantry  had  got  the   better  of  the 
rebels  at  the  church.     I   mull:    here    take  notice 
that  when  the  infantry  and  loyalillis    were  march- 
*  ing  forward  to  attack  the  rebels  at  the  church,  the 
14  loyalifts  were  ordered  to  halt,  left  they  ihould 
'  be  {hot  through  miftake,  as  they   were  all  in  co- 
loured cloaths.  Capt.  French  tlien  came  up,  and 
.  ordered  us  back  to  defend  the  tov\^n  as   well  as 
:  we 
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mt  could,  that  we  were  all  furronnded.  It  was 
then  that  we  faw  Perkms  and  his  men  coming 
down,  and  we  would  have  been  furrounded  by 
them,  had  it  not  been  for  the  defeat  of  theh^ 
friends  at  the  church.  When  we  came  back  to 
Kilcuilen,  we  could<iJfcern  in  the  counrenacc£S  of 
the  men  and  women,  joy  mixed  with  feigned  grief : 
for  fome  hours  we  found  ouriclves  in  a  very  4lck* 
clifli  fituation,  every  one  around  us  rebels,  and  did 
not  know  the  moment  the/  would  rife  and  afia* 
finate  us,  when  we  were  relieved  from  our  fears, 
by  a  party  of  ths  Antrim  militia,  arriving,  after- 
wards a  party  of  the  Tyrone  militia,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  troops  from  Ballymore  who  efcaped 
the  flaughter.  They  remained  under  arms  in  the 
ftreet  for  about  an  hour  and  an  half,  when  Gene* 
ral  Dundas  returned  from  the  battle  at  Old  Kil- 
cuilen, with  the  remainder  of  the  troops  who  • 
went  with  him,  Capt,  Erfkine's  troop  of  the  9th, 
from  Athy,  Capt.  Beale's  20  Suffolks  and  Capt. 
La  Touche's  corps  of  cavalry.  At  the  inftant 
thefe  troops  were  entering  the  town,  there  was 
word  brought  in  from  the  turnpike  fide  of  the  - 
road,  that  the  rebels  were  very  near  the  town, 
in  great  force  :  they  certainly  were  m  force  to  the 
amount  of  2000,  formed  into  three  different  co- 
lumns ;  the  firft  was  the  moft  numerous,  and  ex- 
tended acrofs  ths  road,  and  into  the  fields  on  the 
right  and  left  of  it,  and  were  drawn  up  in  good 

order : 
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©rder :  they  were  net  more  than  two  minutes 
march  from  iis^  when  the  intelligence  arrivedo 
No  time  was  loft  in  going  out  againft  thii>  great 
force — the  attack  commenced  on  the  pari  of  the 
rebels,  by  a  difchargc  of  fire-arms,  not  one  of 
which  took  the  leaft-efJ  ft  ;  their  fire  was  return- 
ed fay  the  army  moft  brilkly,  and  after  a  few  voU 
lies  the  whole  rebel  line  broke,  and  ran  off  as  fail 
as  their  feet  could  carry  them.  They  were  now 
purfoed  by  both  cavalry  and  infantry,  who  fle\^ 
them  like  philiftines — intheccurfe  of  twenty  mi« 
Rutes  460  rebels  lay  dead  ;  the  wounded  were  very 
coaiiderable.  The  army  brought  in  three  cart 
-loads  of  pikes,  and  a  ftand  of  colours,  v/hich  their 
valiant  Eafign'Mr.  Pendrofe,  threw  away,  think- 
ing them  rather  cumber fome  in  his  flight :  this 
brave  En  fig  n  lived  (ervant  with  Eyre  Powel  Efq, 
Not  a  fingle  man  of  the  army  was  hurt  in  this 
engagements  except  Campbel',  the  permanent  ier* 
jeant  of  Capt.  La  Touche's  yeomen  cavalry,  who 
was  accidentally  fhot  through  the  body  by  one  of 
the  foldlcrs— he  is  now  almoft  recovered.  We 
thought  every  thing  would  be  tranquil  after  this, 
but  in  the  evening,  the  whole  of  the  troops  2nd 
loyal  inhabitants,  were  ordered  to  evacuate  the 
town,  and  march  to  Naas  :  the  inhabitants  had 
j|  not  time  to  bring  their  effeib  u  irh  rhem,  and  the 
:  next  morning  the  25th,  the  rebels  entered  the 
town  in  great  force  :   men,  women  and  children, 

pillaged 
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pillaged  and  carried  a^'ay  all  the  valuables  thef 
could  lay  hanQ>  on,  and  deftroytd  the  houfes  and 
furnhure  of  the  loyalift?. 

On  the  evening  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  May^ 
1^98,  the  army  whkh  1  mentioned  being  in 
KilcuUen,  together  v^ith  the  loyalifts,  marched 
for  Naas,  where  tliey  arrived  about  nine  o'clock 
at  night.  The  army  was  the  firft  of  courfe  who 
were  accommodated,  and  the  poor  loyalifts  were 
obliged  to  remain  in  the  ftreets  all  that  night — a 
\'ery  deplorable  profpecl  !  but  it  turned  out  better 
than  was  expected;  for  they  were  culled  out  by 
order  of  the  Generals,  and  a  proper  houfe  ap- 
pointed for  them,  where  they  were  ferved  out 
with  beef,  mutton,  bread,  &c.  from  the  army 
■lores.  Nor  had  they  any  other  v/ay  of  getting 
provillon?,  for  "there  was  i^ot  an  atom  of  any  kind 
CO  be  purchafcd — all  forts  of  provifion  were  in 
requiiit'on  for  the  army.  Every  day  foraging 
parties  were  fent  out,  who  brought  in  great  quan- 
tkies  of  fat  ca<tie  and  fheep — bakers  and  butchers 
were  fet  to  work  ;'— fb  that  thtere  was  plenty  of' 
every  kind  of  provifion  that  cclilJ  poffibly  be 
expected  in  a  garrifon  that  m'ght  be  taid  to  be 
belieged.  Notwithiranding  all  this  plenty,  our 
minds  were  very  miferable  for  a  few  day-:.,  from' 
the  conftant  alarnis  bo:h  dav  and  night  ;  not  an. 
hour  p;UTed  wlih  any  deg'-ee  of  tranquillity — a 
vidette  would  come  galloping  in,   \vith  tidings 

that 
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that  the  rebels  were  coming  in  great  force  ;  that 
they  would  be  in  in  lefs  than  ten  minutes — the 
drums  beating  to  arms,    trumpets  founding  to 
horfe,  foldiers  running  to  their  pofts,  both  horfe 
and  foot — fome  to  guard  a  pafs,  others  to  cover 
a  retreat,  others  to  mak^  a  charge,  with  an  army 
of  referve^  &c.  &c.    l^his  was  our  fituation  dur- 
iiiig  the  five  days  I  v/as  there  j  but  after  the  Srfl 
day  and  nighty  thofe  terrors  became  fo  habitual 
to  us,  that  we  did  not  mind  them,  but  were  pre- 
pared to  meet  with  undaunted  courage  any  num- 
ber of  rebels ;  and  often  have  we  wifhed  they 
would  attack  the  town  either  by  day  or  night. 
And  although  Naas  is  a  town  v/ith  very  many 
entrances  to  it  (indeed  every  back-door  furnifhes 
an  entrance),  yet  every  part  was  fo  well  guarded, 
that  it  was  impoffible  for  any  force,  without  the 
affiftance  of  cannon,  to  attempt  coming  near  it ; 
for  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  town  is  a  large  hillju 
immediately  contiguous  to  the  road  leading  into 
the  town,  and    half   the  circumference  of   this 
hill  is  furrounded  by  a  wall  ten  feet  high  ;   on 
this  hill  were  encamped  about  a  company  of  in- 
fantry, with  three  pieces  of  heavy  cannon,    aisd 
i  engineers  to  work  them.     At  the  North  end  of 
the  town  is  a  very  high  and  large  moat,  which 
1 !  commands  all  that  quarter  where  they  could  poC* 
U  fibly  make  any  attempt ;  on  this  moat  were  tw® 
?  I  pieces  of  cannon^  with  fuitable  ccjuipage,  and 
!  N  fome 
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Tome  infantry.     In  faft,  every  part  Was  fo  well 
guarded,  that  the  croppies  never  made  an  attempt 
after  the  night  of  the  tvixnty-fourth4  for  which 
they  fuffered  woefully,  having  left  Cxty-five  dead 
behind  them  in  the  ftreets.    Scarcely  a  day  pafTed 
but  there  were  feveral  rebels  hanged,   who  were 
found  lurking  abou:  the  fields  ;  one  in  particular, 
Mr.  Pat.  Walfli  of  Ballytore,  was  taken  in  a  field 
near  Naas,  hiding  in  the  gripe  of  a  ditch  j   he 
was  remarkably  well  drefied,  had  a  bottle  of  port, 
bread  and  cheefe,  in  his  pockets  when  taken.  He 
"  was  brought  in,  tried,  found  guilty,  and  hanged 
from  a  fign-poft,  and   afterwards  confumed  to 
afhes — a  juft  punifhment  for  what  he  was  guilty 
of  but  a  few  nights  before,  namely,  the  burning 
of  a  moft  adlive  fine  fellow.    Captain  Swaine,   of 
the  City  Cork  Royal  militia,  at  Profperous — fee 
Part  the  Firji^  page  92.     This  notorious  traitor, 
Walili,  behaved   with  unparalleled  cruelty,  toia 
number  of  loyal  perfons ;    but,  blefied   be  God, 
his  career  was  &ort,  for  only  four  days  had  he 
fought  under  the  banners  of  an  afiaflinating  ban- 
ditti, till  the  ftrong  hand  of  the  Lord  avenged 
the  caufe  of  innocent  blood.     Perkins  is  at  pre 
fent  under  fentence  of  tranfportation,  and  is  in 
New- Geneva,   and  as  I  mentioned   before,    wa3 
general  of  the  rebels  at  Knockcaliing-hill,  about 

%  See  PART  the  first,  page  63, 

a  quarter 
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a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  church  of  Old  Kil^ 
cuilen. 

On  the  twenty-eighth,  Thomas  Kelly^  Efq;  of 
MaddcnVTown,  near  the  Curragh,  came  into 
Naasj  with  propofals  from  Perkins  to  Genera? 
Dundas  and  General  Wilford  (he  is  a  magiflrate^ 
and  went  to  the  rebel  camp,  where  by  his  perfiia- 
iions   he  cfFe^ed  terms  of  peace),  v^rhich  are  as 

,  ibllow  :  «  That  Perkins  would  oblige  his  men 
{who  were  now  colk(5led  to  the  number  of  above 
two  thoufand)  to  give  up  their  arms,  on  condition 
that  his  brother  Ihould  be  liberated  from  Naas 
gaol  (for  we  brought  him^prifoner  from  Kil- 
cullen),  and  that  General  Dundas  fhould  approach 
the  camp  with  only  his  aid-du-camp's  and  a  file 
of  men.'^  Mr,  Kelly  having  communicated  thefe 
terms  to  General  Dundas,  he  inftantly  difpatched 

,  his  ^id-du-camp,  Captain  Reeves,  to  Dublin,  to 
lay  the  hufinefs  before  Government^  nor  dicL 
General  Dundas  give  Mr.  Kelly  an  aofvver,  until 
Captain  Reeves  arrived  early  on  the  following 
morning.  I  believe  the  anfwer  he  brought  to.. 
General  Dundas  was,  **  to  adt  as  he  thought  mofl 
prudent."  A  (hort  time  after  Mr.  Kelly  returned 
with  Perkins,  from  the  rebel  camp,  and  every 
thing  was  accommodated  as  General  Dundas 
thought  proper.  Perkins  returned  to  the  camp^ 
and  his  brother  was  liberated,  and  went  under 
a  ftrong  efcort  of  the  pth  dragoons^  to  proteft 
N  a  him 
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bim  from  rhe  foldiers,  who  I  believe  would  hzvt 
preferred  a  combat  with   the  rebels,   rather  than 
compromife  the  bufinefs. 

However  the  day  after  Perkins  and  his  brother 
left  Naas,  General  Dundas  with  part  of  the  arm\% 
both  cavalry  and  infantry,  with  fome  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, went  to  Knockcalling  camp — the  troops  were 
placed  in  a  way  to  furround  them,  at  leaft  to  cut 
them  off,  when  they  were  once  diflodged  from 
the  fummit  of  the  hiil,  (which  is  an  amazing 
ftrong  Danifh-fort,  furrounSed  by  a  very  large 
and  deep  trench,  with  a  wall  wi'thin-fide)  it  would 
not  have  been  eafy  to  diflodge  them  but  by  bombs, 
for  which  purpofe  mor:ars  were  brought.  Asfoon 
as  the  army  had  made  the  neceiTary  difpofitions, 
General  Dundas  with  his  aid-du-camps,  and  a  few 
men  went  forward  from  the  lines,  and  Perkins 
with  a  few  of  his  men  approached  them  and  fur- 
rendered  :  the  rebels  on  the  hill  perceiving  this, 
fet  off  in  all  directions,  huzzaing,  I  fancy  with  joy 
that  they  were  permitted  to  go  to  their  homes ; 
jnoft  in  this  neighbourhood  immediately  returned 
home — a  great  number  from  other  parts  inftantly 
fet  off  for  Vinegar-hill.  There  were  no  provilions 
found  in  the  camp,  every  thing  being  taken  off 
the  day  preceding ;  there  were  thirteen  cart 
loads  of  pikes  left  on  it,  which  were  brought  into 
Kilcullen  and  deflroyed.  For  three  weeks  they 
were  flocking  in  from  all  parts  of  this  diftricSl^ 

taking 
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talking  tKe  oath  of  allegiance,  and  getting  pro« 
teftions j  feveral  notwithftanding  were  taken  fhort- 
ly  afterwards  in  a£ts  of  open  rebellion,  with  thefe 
very  protections  in  their  pockets,  a  plain  proof  of 
part  of  their  creed  <<^  that  no  faith  is  to  be  kept 
<«  with  a  protcftant  King,  or  with  proteftants'' 
whom  they  call  heretics.  The  next  day  after  the 
forementioned,  a  large  body  of  rebels  collefted  on 
the  Curragh,  at  an  old  Danifti-fort  commonly 
known  by  the  name  of  Gihbit  RaihyioT  the  pur- 
pofe  of  attacking  the  City  of  Dublin  militia,  who 
they  knew  were  on  their  march  to  Naas,  and  were 
to  come  diredly  by  where  the  rebels  were  aflem- 
bled  :  now  fome  fay  that  they  were  collefted  for 
the  purpofe  of  furrendering  i  be  that  as  it  may^^ 
they  were  the  firft  who  violated  the  treaty,  by 
iiriDgon  the  troops.  You  may  befure  it  was  then 
returned  quick  enough* — they  ftood  but  one  dif- 
charge  from  the  army,  when  they  fled  in  every 
direftion  :Xord  Jocelyn's  fox- hunters  coming  up 
in  the  inftant  purfued  them  and  killed  350  5  there 
uere  alfo  wounded  a  vaft  number  5— the  rebels 
could  not  have  taken  worfe  ground  for  to  make 
a  defence,  as  there  was  neither  bog  nor  ditch,  to 
impede  their  purfaers — ^thofe  fox-hunters  as  they 
are  called,  certainly  would  not  have  left  one  of 
them  alive,  had  it  not  been  for  the  trumpets  and 
bugles  having  founded  a  retreat,  in  confequence 
of  an  exprefs  fcnt  by    General  Dundas  from  Kil=. 
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culleu  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing  the  srmy 
(which  he  knew  was  coming  in  that  direction) 
from  attacking  any  rebels  they  fhould  meet :  but 
the  exprefs  was  too  late  ;  had  it  been  a  few  mi- 
nutes fooner,  in  all  probability  much  human 
blood  would  have  been  faved.  One  circumftance 
happened  here,  which  I  cannot  pafs  by  unno- 
ticed— the  Rev.  Mr.  Williamfon  of  Kildare,  had 
heen  brought  out  by  the  rebels,  who,  when,  the 
army  was  approaching,  m.ade  his  efcape  to  them  : 
thz  Dublin  militia  infifted  he  was  a  prieft,  head- 
ing the  rebels,  and  were  fo  incenfed  againft  him, 
that  they  were  really  in  the  a6t  of  fixing  a  chain 
belonging  to  the  cannon  about  his  neck,  in  order 
to  hang  him,  when  his  brother-inlaw,  Col.  Sankey, 
coming  up,  convinced  them  of  their  miftake,  and 
faved  him. — here  is  one  inftance  of  the  confe- 
quences  of  civil  war,  where  the  innocent  often  fuf- 
fer  for  the  guilty  :  this  amiable  gentleman  nar- 
rowly efcaped  an  untimely  death,  by  the  precipi- 
t;*ncy  of  thofe  Gentlemen  who  did  not  knov/ 
him. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  on  evacuating  Kilcul- 
len,  the  rebels  entered,  accompanied  by  an  im-: 
*nenfe  croud  of  v/omen— that  while  in  pofftffion 
of  the  fame,  every  fpecies  of  excefs,  was  reforted, 
to  by  them — ^their  firft  objedl  was  to  plunder  the 
loyal  inhabitants  houfes,  drain  the  cellars  and 
deftroy  their  furniture,  &c.— This  we  have  been. 

credibly 
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credibly  informed  by  a  loyal  woman  who  bad  been 
made  prifoner,  and  whofe  hufoand  they  brought 
to  their  camp  and  fliot. — Mr.  Flanagan  the  exe- 
cutioner, ordering  him  to  drop  down  on  his 
knees,  and  open  his  mouth,  he  thruft  a  piftol  into 
it,  crying  aloud  as  he  pulled  the  trigger,  <«  come 
you  f'coundrel,  here's  a  health  to  King  George, 
•*  and  long  may  he  reign."~Thus  fell  that  loyal 
old  veteran  quarter-mafter  King  of  the  9th  dra- 
goons, leaving  two  fons  in  fame  regiment,  one  of 
whom  was  defperately  wounded  at  Ballymore — » 
hoping  the  foregoing,  may  anfwer  your  intended 
Work. 

I  remain,  Sir, 

Yours,  &c* 

L.  IvL 


LETTER      XVI. 

MONASTEREVAN,    AuGUST   ift,   1799, 

Sir, 

'  With  reludlance  I  recal  to  mind  the  deplorable 
tranfadlions  of  May  1798.  I  wifh  to  God  they 
could  be  buried  in  utter  oblivion ;  but  as  that  is 
impoffible,  and  that  they  will  be  recorded,  a  true 
and  faithful  narrative  fliould  be  publifhed. 

Our  country,    previous  to  the  burft  of  open 
rebellion,  was  dreadfully  difturbed  5  frequent  mur- 
ders 
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ders  and  afTaffinations  of  loyalifts  in  open  day- 
light— in  (hort,  terror  was  the  order  of  the  day; 
which  certainly  had  tht  defired  effect,  of  forcing 
many  from  their  allegiance  into  the  vortex  of 
rebellion. 

On  the  twenty- fourth  of  May,  1798,  we  had 
an  account  that,  of  two  of  our  lads  (i  mean  of  the 
Monafterevan  corps  of  yeomen),  who  were  in  the 
country  on  bufinefs,  one  was  barbaroufly  mur- 
dered, and  the  other  a  prifoner;  the  troop  in- 
ftantly  marched,  and  made  a  circuit  of  feveral 
mile?,  to  give  the  loyalifts  an  opportunity  of  re- 
treating into  Monafterevan,  which  had  the  defired 
effefl.  They  met  numbers  of  thofe  deluded 
people,  and  had  feme  partial  engagements,  in 
one  of  which  they  had  the  good  fortune  tOTefcue 
three  foldiers  of  the  Ancient  Britons,  part  of  a 
detachment  marching  from  Kildare,  conilfting  of 
a  warrant-officer  (whom  they  took  prifoner  and 
we  refcued  next  day)  and  four  privates,  one  of 
whom  they  barbaroufly  murdered.  One  of  our 
troop  who  purfued  too  far  into  a  bog  on  foot,  was 
piked  in  a  dreadful  manner.  The  troop  then 
called  on  Mr.  Darrah  (feven  miles  from  Monaf- 
terevan, vrho  had  been  defperately  wounded 
fome  tin^  before  by  thefe  aiTaffins,  and  now  drags 
on  a  miferable  exiftence,  deprived  of  the  ufe  of 
his  limbs,  and  in  conftant  anguifli),  in  order  to 
bring  him  and  his  family  in  with  him  5  but  it  was 

impoffible 
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impoffible  to  remove  him — his  houfe  had  been 
attacked  that  morning  by  two  or  three  hundred 
men,  whom  they  beat  off,  killing  feveral  of  them* 
At  this  time  the  country  O^emed  alive  with  parties 
of  pikemen  running  in  all  diredtions  for  Kildare, 
the  focus  of  rebellion.  The  troop  then  returned 
home,  where  they  arrived  at  eight  o^clock,  and 
found  two  companies  of  infantry  who  were  quar- 
tered here,  marching  off  to  join  General  Dun- 
das  at  Naas,  leaving  the  town  entirely  to  the  pro- 
teftion  of  the  yeomen,  confifting  of  forty-three 
cavalry  and  forty-two  infantry,  not  three  weeks 
embodied. 

BAtTLE  OF  MONJSTEREFJN. 

Captain  Hayftead, planted  videts,  fentries,  &c. 
&c.  and  the  whole  flood  to  their  arms  at  night, 
every  moment  expecting  an  attack :  at  four 
o'clock  he  ordered  the  men  to  refrefh,  but  not 
unfaddle  their  horfes.  In  a  few  minutes  a  vldet 
galloped  in,  with  intelligence  that  they  were 
coming  in  great  force  down  the  canal.  The  in- 
Bfantry,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Lieut. 
George  Bagot,  formed  on  the  bank  of  the  canal, 
and  the  cavalry  in  the  ftreet  that  runs  at  right 
angles  with  it.  When  the  rebels  came  within 
mufquet  (hot,  the  infantry  wheeled  and  prefented 
—the  rebels  halted — the  infantry  recovered  arms 
and  advanced  J  which  intimidated  them  To  much^ 
1.  ,  that 
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that  the  moment  we  opened  fire  they  broken 
Captain  Hayftead  then  lead  the  cavalry  through 
a  road  backwards,  to  prevent  them  from  getting 
into  the  Old  Town,  which  he  fuppofed  might  be 
their  intention :  on  this  road  he  fell  in  with  a 
fecond  columrr,  and  cut  through  them,  killing 
feveral,  and  difperikig  them  completely.  He  then 
intended  to  move  through  the  lower  tov/n,  to  his 
original  fjcuation,  to  fupport  the  infAutry,  if  at- 
tacked from  the  Quccn's-county,  numbers  ^ap- 
pearing from  that  quarter  *,  but  when  he  turned 
the  market-houfe,  he  perceived  the  church-yard, 
which  is  a  commanding  fituation,  filled  with  their 
mufquet-men,  and  the  ftrcct  with  their  pikemen 
—he  inftantly  called  up  I^ieutenant  John  Bagot, 
and  they  rode  forward,  to  fee  if  it  were  poffiblc 
to  force  through  them,  when  Mr.  Garry  of  Kil- 
dare,  who  was  a  principal  corGmanueF,  advancedf 

•  and  fired  a  blunderbufs  atlthem  without  effect- 
finding  they  were  fo  ftrongly  pofted,  they  deemed 
it  madnefs  to  charge — at  this  time  they  had  fet 
part  of  the  town  on  fire.  Captain  Hayfied  ied 
the  troop  a  wider  circuit,  through  another  road, 
to  their  original  pofition,  fighting  the  whole  way^ 
and  fortunately  called  in  part  of  the  infantry, 
who  had  purfued  with  confiderabic  effect  thoft 
who  were  broke.  The  fight  then  commencec 
defperately  m  the  main  ftreet,  and  continued  unti 

.  twenty  minutes  paft  fix,  when  the  rebels  ran  ii 
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all  directions,  leaving  numbers  dead.  We  had 
two  of  our  cavalry  killed  and  one  wounded,  five 
,  of  OUT  infantry  killed?  and  two  of  our  loyal  townf- 
men  (all  -of  whom  did  their  duty  moft  fpiritedly) 
wounded — we  had  alfo  ten  horfes  killed,  and 
three  wounded.  From  the  teftimony  of  feveral 
g{  the  rebels,  their  force  exceeded  three  thou- 
fand ! 

The  ftate  of  the  country,  condant  fatigue,  and 
our  garrifon  fo  weak  in  numhery  prevented  us 
fr6m  interring  tlip  rebel  dead  until  Saturday  at 
three  o'clock,  v/hen  iixty-eight  were  put  under 
.  the  clay — numbers,  we  know,  were  carried  off 
by  thdr  friends.  Our  men  were  obliged  to  iland 
to  their  arms,  night  and  day,  until  the  Tuefday 
following,  when  Sit  James  Duff  marched  in  from 
Limerick. 

*  We  have  juft  rcafon  to  fl^y,  "  that  though  our 
enemies  were  manyj|  who  rofe  up  againft  us,  yet 
their  machinations  were  vaini  for  the  Lord  vv'as 
our  ihield  and  bucklisr,  and  mighty  deliverer." 

You  will  be  fo  good  to  inform  me  when  I  can 
get  your  publication.  \^ 

I  ^m,.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  fervant, 
-  ^  W.  B, 


LETTER 
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LETTER    XVIL 

Newtown-Barry,  August  I2tli,  1799; 
S/r, 

Nothing  but  your  repeatexl  applications,  toge- 
tlier  with  the  refpeft  I  entertain  for  you,  could 
have  induced  me  to  attempt  ftating  the  account 
for  which  you  have  fo  entreated — Capt.  K.  to 
whom  you  fay  you  have  written,  could  certainly 
do  the  fubje^  more  juftice,  and  your  publication 
fervice :  however,  you  and  the  world  may  rely 
upon  the  following  to  be  facts. 

Sometime  previous  to  the  attack  upon  this  vil- 
lage, we  were  kept  in  a  ftate  of  alarm,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  multiplied  reports  refpedting  the 
rebels — the  refult  was,  that  our  (yeomenry)  duty 
became  both  conftant  andfevere.  On  the  ift  cf 
June  1798,  about  twelve  o'clock  at  noon,  the  re- 
bels (10,000  in  numberj  marxhed  from  Vinegar 
and  Lacken  hills  againft  our  town,  fully  bent 
upon  exterminating  all  who  fliould  be  found  ini 
cal  to  their  fyftem — they  were  defcried  by  a  re- 
connoitering  party,  headed  by  our  gallant  Capt 
Kerr,  as  they  advanced  on  both  fides  of  the 
river  Slaney,  led  on  by  Doyle,  priefts  Kearnsand 
Redmond,  &c, 

BATTLE 
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BATTLE  OF  NEWTOJVN-BARRY. 

'  No  fooner  had  their  approach  been  announced, 
than  our  forces  prepared  to  receive  them.  Wc 
had  at  this  time  about  four  hundred  of  the  King's' 
county  militia,  v/ith  two  pieces  of  cannon  i  eighty 
of  the  4th  dragoons,  alfo  twenty  Carlow  ca- 
valry; eighty  infantry,  and  thirty  loyaliTrs,  to 
oppofe  fo  great  an  hoft !  "  But  that  the  battle  i$ 
not  to  the  ftrong,"  the  event  fully  demonftrated. 
The  rebels,  from  an  adjacent  hill,  commenced 
a  brilk  fire  upon  the  town  from  a  brafs  fix- poun- 
der, a  howitzer,  and  feme  fliip  fwivels,  accom? 
panied  by  irregular  voUies  of  mufquetry ;  but 
without  any  effect — our  pofition  was  very  ftrong 
— every  bread  burned  with  ardour  for  an  onfet* 
This  was  ho^vever  over-ruled  for  fome  time  ;  and 
by  order  of  Colonel  L'Eftrange,  of  the  King's- 
cpunty  militia,  we  retreated  a  fmall  diftance  from, 
the  town.  The  rebels  concluding  we  were  dif- 
mayed,  poured  into  it  like  a  mighty  torrent^  froni 
the  flate  quarry,  and  other  hills.  You  may  eafily 
judge  the  efFecl  fuch  a  fcene  muft  have  had  upon 
ihofe  among  us,  who  had  both  our  families, 
friends,  and  confiderable  property  therein — all 
Kkdy  to  fufFer  from  the  ferocity  of  the  ruthlefs 
horde — our  fears  were  foon  confirmed,  as  the 
rebels  inftantly  fet  fire  to  the  fuburbs,  plundered 
Ihe  army-baggage,  and  were  proceeding  to  pillage 
O  many 
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many  houfcs,  when  they  were  moft  gallantly  re** 
lifted  by  a  few  loyallfts  fronfi  different  houfes. 
A  univerfal  cry  for  an  immediate  attack  na^v 
ran  throughout  all  the  ranks,  and  after  much 
inlreaty  was  complied  with  by  C.  L.  It  com- 
mtnced  by  a  few  difcharges  from  our  cannon 
-^this  had  the  defired  effect ;  it  threw  them  into 
great  confufxon,  which  was  increafed  from  the 
fierce  attack  we  made  on  them,  and  the  fire  from 
cur  fiTiall  arm?.  Captain  ^Kerr  now  headed  a  fet 
of  brave  fellows,  accompanied  by  Major  Marlay, 
who  volunteered  on  this  cccafion.  We  charged 
the  rebeljs  up  the  hills,  purfuing  them  feveral 
miles,  all  the  way  cutting  them  down  in  great 
iKimbers.  In  their  flight  they  left  behind  them 
their  cannon-fhot,  pikes,  and  fome  plunder,  &c. 
Upwards  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  were  kilfed 
—the  firft  complete  defeat  they  had  experienced 
in  the  county  of  Wexford.  Providentially,  our 
Icfs  was  only  one  loyalift  killed,  and  one  of  Cap- 
tain  Cornwall's  troop  wounded. 

The  rebels,  on  entering  the  town,  forced  into 
feveral  cellars,  &c.  -where  they  indulged  them- 
felves  with  fuch  wines  and  fpirits,  &c.  as  came 
firfl  to  hand — nor  did  they  at  all  fuppofe  they 
Should  be  difpoffefied.  They  fet  the  church  on 
fire,  and  had  it  not  been  for  our  fuccefs  in  rout- 
ing them,  many  innocent  lives  would  have  been 
forfeited. 

This 
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This  TicTlory  (which  by  fome  may  be  deemecl ' 
^  as  inconfiderable)  Was  furely  important,  on  the 
following  account  :  Firfty  it  itopped  their  progfefs 
ja  tl>eir  intended  direftion ;  for  had  they  taken 
Newtown-Barry,  it  would  have  formed  an  open 
for  them  into  the  counties  of  Carlow,  Klldare, 
King  and  Qneen's-councies.  Secondly^  it  mufi 
hjive  clearly  ilemonftrated  to  them,  what  a  few 
men  will  perform  when  efpoufing  a  good  cause  \ 
and  this  alfo  fl^ould  convince  them,  that  the  God 
of  armies  enabled  us  to  fight  this  battle.  Thirdly^ 
Newtown- Barry  would  have  proved  a  grand  \:£'«- 
tral  pofitscm--^heTQ  thty  could  have  coUetElcJ 
powerful  forces  from  the  collieries  and  the  adja- 
cent counties — all  ripe  for  rebellion.  This,  no 
doubt,  ind-uced  them  to  attack  us,  previous  to 
Rofs  or  Arklow  5  for  as  I  have  been  well  in* 
formed,  the  rebel  plan  was,  immediately  after 
their  taking  Newtown-Barry,  to  proceed  to  Ark- 
Jow,  and  thence  to— Dublin  J 

The  valour  of  both  ojSicers  and  men  was  Up- 

anally    great — particularly  Lieut.  Col.  Weftenra, 

'Major  Marlay,  Captain  Kerr,  of  Newtown-Barry 

troop,  and  Captain  Jennings,  4th  dragoons. 

'     Having  tranfmitted  to  you,  Sir,  nothing  but 

ftubborn  fadls,  1  fubfcribe  myfelf, 

Your  real  friend  and  well-wifher, 

R.  W. 

^  O2  JT 
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IT  being  the  Publiflier's  particular  wifh,  that 
this  work  fliould  prove  perfectly  correft— he  has^ 
for  this  purpofe,  left  no  means  untried  to  accom- 
plifh  fo  defirable  an  end. 

In  the  prefent  PART  of  this  NARRATIVE^ 
it  was  intended  to  detail  the  particulars  of  each 
fubfequent  Battle ;  but  for  want  of  Correfpon- 
dents,  in  a  few  places  (only),  the  accounts  are 
ftated  as  they  appeared  officially. — ^The  honorable 
Situations  in  which  thofe  Gentlemen  were  placed 
wha  wrote  them,  fuperfedes  the  neceffity  of 
attempting  any  thing  recommendatory* 

It  only  remains,  that  fhould  Gentlemen  tranf* 
mlt  to  the  Publifher  more  circumftantial  infor- 
mation (not  anonymous),  fuch  fhall  be  printed 
as  a  Supplement  to  the  Work. 


Copy 
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thpy  of  a  L€tteir  from  Sir  Hugh  O^Relllyi  ZieuA 
Col.  of  the  Wejimeath  Regiment  of  Militia^  to 
Jjieuienant'General  Sir  James  Stewart^  at  CorL 

BANDONy  June  20,  179B. 
Sir,- 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  a  party 
€f  the  Weft meath  regiment,  confifting  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty  men^  rank  and  file,  with 
two  fix-pounders  (under  my  command);  were  at- 
tacked on  our  march  from  Ologhnakilty  to  Ban-* 
don,  near  a  village  called  Ballynafcarty,  by  the 
rebels,  who  took  up  the  beft  pofition  on  the  whole 
march. 

The  attack  was  made  from  a  height  ori'  the  left 
of  our  column  of  marchy  with  very  great  rapi- 
dity, and  without  the  leaft  previous  notice,  by 
between  three  and  four  hurrdred  men,  as  nearly 
as  I  can  judge,  armed  moftly  with  pikes,  and  very 
few  fire  arms.  We  had  hardly  time  to  form,  but 
very  foon- repulfed  them  with  confiderable  loft^ 
when  they  retreated  precipitately,  but  not  in  great 
confufion*,  and  when  they  regained  the  height,  I 
could  perceive  they  were  joined  by  a  very  confi- 
derable force.  I,  with  the  greateft  difficulty  and 
riflito  the  officers,  reftrained  the  men,  halted  ?ind 
farmed  the  greater  part*  of  them,  when  I  faw  that 
O  3  the 
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the  enemy  were  filing  off  a  high  flank,  with  an 
intent  to  take  pofleffion  of  our  guns. 

A  derachment  of  one  hundred  men  of  the 
Caithnefs  legion,  under  the  command  of  Major 
Innes,  was  on  its  march  to  replace  us  at  Clogh- 
Jiakiity,  and  hearing  our  fire,  prefled  forward, 
and  very  critically  fired  upon  them  whilft  we  were 
forming,  and  made  them  fly  in  every  diredlicn 
•with  great  precipitation.  At  the  fame  moment, 
a  very  ccnfiderable  force  fliewed  itfelf  on  the 
heights  in  our  rere.  A  vaft  number  of  pikes 
appeared — fome  with  hats  upon  them,  and 
other  fignals,  I  fuppofe  in  order  to  collect  their 
forces.  I  ordered  the  guns  to  prepare  for  adlion, 
and  very  fortunately  brought  them  to  bear  upon 
the  enemy  with  good  effeft  ;  as  they  difperfed  in 
a  fliort  time,  and  muft  have  left  a  confiderable 
number  dead.  Some  were  killed  in  attempting 
-to  carry  away  the  dead  bodies.  It  is  impoffible 
to  afcertain  the  lofs  of  the  enemy,  but  a  dragoon, 
who  came  this  morning  from  Cloghnakilty  to 
Bandon,  reports  that  their  lofs  is  one  hundred 
and  th-irty, 

I  feel  moft  highly  gratified  by  the  condu(fl  and 
fpirit  of  the  officers  and  men  of  tiie  Weftmeath 
rec^iment ;  and  had  only  to  complain  of  the  too 
great  ardour  of  the  latter,  which  it  was  almoft 
impoffible  to  reftraln.  I  cannot  give  too  much 
^raife  to  Major  InneS;  Captain  Innes^  and  all  the 

officers. 
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officers,  non-commiffioned  officers,  and  privates, 
of  the  Caithnefs  legion,  for  their  cool,  fteady 
conduft,  and  the  very  efFeilual  fupport  I  received 
from  them.  Our  lofs  was  one  ferjeant  and  one 
private. 

I  have  the  honor*  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  HU.  O^REILLY, 

Lieut,  CoL  TVeJImeaih  regiment. 


jEpctraB  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant-General  Lahe 
^  to  Lord  Crftlereagh. 

Wexford,  June  23,  1798. 
My  Lordf 
,  Yefterday  afternoon  I  had  the  honor  to  dif- 
"  patch  a  letter  to  your  Lordfhip,  from  Ennlfcor- 
thy,  with  the  tranfadlions  of  that  day,  for  his 
pxcellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  information  ; — 
and  the  inciofed  copy  of  a  letterf  from  Brigadier- 
General  Moore  to  Major- General  Johnfon,  vvill 
account  for  my  having  entered  this  place  without 
pppofition.  General  Moore,  with  his  ufual  enter- 
prife  and  aftivity,  puihed  on  to  this  town,  and 
jpntered  it  fo  opportunely,  as  to  prevent  it  from 
being  laid  in  aflies,  and  the  maffacre  of  the  re- 
maining prifoners,  which  the  rebels  declared  their 

"^^         -     '  ,  intention 
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intention  of  carrying  into  execution  the  very  next 

day,  and   there  can  be  little  doubt  would  have 
taken  place ;  for  the  day  before  they  murdered    > 
above  feventyt  prifoners,  and .  threw  their  bodies 
over  the  bridge. 

Inclofed  is  a  copy  of  my  anfwer  to  the  propo- 
fals  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town,  tranfmitted 
in  my  letter  of  yefterday  to  your  Lordfh'p.:  the 
evacuation  of -the, town  by  the  rebels  renders  it - 
unnecefTary.  I  have  the  pleafure  ta  acquaint  • 
your  Lordfliip,  that  the  fubfcHbcr  of  the  infolent 
propofals,  Mr.  Keughe!  and  one  of  their  prin^ 
cipal  leaders,  Mr.  Rciache  !  with  a  few  others, 
are  in  my  hands  without  negotiation. 


TERMS    PROPOSED    BT     rHE^ REBELS    IN 
THE  JOJVX  GP  WEXFORD. 

"  That  Captain  RMVIanus  fhall  proceed  from 
Wexford  towards  Oulart,  accompanied  by  Mr; 
E.  Hay,  appointed  by  the  inhabitants,  of  all  re- 
ligious perfuafions,  to  inform  the  officer  com- 
manding the  King^s  troops,  that  they  are  ready 
to  deliver  up  the  town  of  Wexford  without  op^i 
poiitron,  lay  down  their  arms,  and  return  to  their 

X  Recent  acc:vnts  J.  ate  the  number  io  be  ninety^ 
five. 

allegiancCj 


\ 
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allegiance,  provided  that  their  perfons  and  pro- 
perties are  guaranteed  by  the  commanding-offiter  3 
and  that  they  will  nfe  every  influence  i;i  theijf; 
power  to  induce  the  people  of  the  country  at 
large  to  return  to  their  allegiance  alfo.  Theft- 
terms,,  we  hope,  Captain  M'Manus  will  be  able 
to  procure. 

Signed,  by  order  of  the  Inhabitants  oi 
Wexford, 

MATT.  KEUGHE.'^ 


fftEVTENJNr-GEN.  LAKERS  ANSWER    TO 
MR.  KEUGHe's  proposal. 


««Lieutenant-General  Lake  cannot  attend  to  any 

terms  offered    by  rebels   in  arms  againfl:  their 

Sovereign;  while  thej  continue  fo,  he  mull:  ufc 

the   force   cntrufted   to   him,   with   the    utmoft 

inergy,  for  their  deftruaion. 

To  the  deluded  multitude  he  promifes  pardon, 
tjin  their  delivering  into  his  hands  their  leaders, 
furrendering  their  arms,  and  returning  with  iince- 
.  city  to  their  allegiance. 

(Signed)  G.  LAKE.'^^ 

'^mifcorihyy  Jum^2y  1798. 
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Sx:rnSf  of' a  Letter  from  Brtgadter-General  Mjcn 
to  Major'Ge7ieral  Johnjlon, 

Camp  above  Wexford,  June  22,  1798. 
Dear  General^ 

Agreeable  to  your  order,  I  took  poft  on  th^ 
evening  of  the  19th,  njear  FookeVn:iil],  in  the 
park  of  Mr.  Sutton.  Next  day  I  fent  a  ftrong 
detachment,  under  Lieutenant" Co!,  Wilkinfon, 
to  patrole  towards  Tintern  and  Clonmines,  with- 
a  view  to  fcour  the  country,  and  communicate 
with  the  troops  you  had  direded  to  join  me  from 
Duncannon.  The  Lieutenant-Colonel  found  the 
country  deferted,  and  got  no  tidings  of  the 
troops.  I  waited  for  them  until  three  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  when,  defpairing  of  their  arrival, 
I  began  my  march  to  Taghmo-n.  We  had  not 
marched  above  half  a  mile,  when  a  confiderable 
body  of  rebels  was  perceived  marching  towards 
us.  I  fent  my  advanced  guard,  confifting  of  the 
two  rifle  companies  of  the  6otli,  to&irmifiiHvith 
them,  wliilft  a  howitzer  and  a  fix-pounder  were 
advanced  to  a  crofs-road  above  Goff  Vbridge,  andj 
fome  light  Infantry  formed  on  each  fide  of  themyj 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wilkinfon.  The  rebels  j 
attempted  to  attack  thefe,  but  were.inftantly  rc- 
pulfed,  and  driven  beyond  the  bridge.     A  largcjj 

bod^fj 
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body  were  perceived  at  the  fame  time  moving  to- 
vrards  my  left.  Major  Aylmer,  and  afterwards 
.  Major  Daniel,  with  five  companies  of  light  in- 
fantry, and  a  fix-pounder,  were  detached  againft 
them.  The  6oth  regiment,  finding  no  further 
oppofition  in  front,  had,  of  themfelvesjvinciiined 
to  their  left,  to  engage  the  body  which  was  at- 
j  tempting  to  turn  us.  The  aftion  here  was  for  a 
'i  Ihort  time  pretty  iKarp.  The  rebels  were  in  great 
numbers,  and  armed  witli  both  miifquets  arid 
pikes.  They  were,  however,  forced  to  give  v/ay^ 
and  driven  (though  they  repeatedly  attempted  to 
form)  behind  the  ditches.  They  at  laft  difperfed, 
fiyifig  towards  Ennifcorthy  and  Wexford.  Their 
killed  could  not  be  afcertaincd,  as  they  lay  fcat- 
tered  in  the  fields,  over  a  confiderafele  extent ; 
but  they  feemed  to  be  numerous.  The  troops 
behaved  with  great  fpirit.  The  artilieryp  arid 
liompefch's  cavalry,  were  adive,  and  feemed  only 
^o  regret  that  the  country  did  not  admit  of  their 
rendering  more  eflfe£lual  fcrvice.  Major  Daniel 
!3  the  only  officer  whofe  wound  is  bad  j  it  is 
through  the  loiee,  but  not  dangerous. 

The  bufineft,  which  began  between  three  and 
four,  was  not  over  till  near  eight;  it  was  then 
too  late  to  proceed  to  Tj^ghmon.  I  took  poft  for 
the  night  on  the  ground  where  the  a^ion  had 
icmmenced.     As  the  rebels  gave  way,  I  was 

informed 
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informed  of  the  approach  of  the  2d  and  9th  regi- 
ments, under  Lord  Dalhoufie.  In  the  morning 
of  the  2  I  ft,  we  were  proceeding  to  Taghmon, 
vhen  I  was  met  by  an  officer  cf  the  North-Cork 
from  Wexford,  with  the  inclofed  letters  %  I 
gave,  of  courfe,  no  anfwcr  to  the  propofal  made 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Wexford,  but  I  thought  it 
my  duty  immediately  to  proceed  here,  and  to 
take  poft  above  the  town  j  by  which  means  I 
have,  perhaps,  faved  the  town  itfelf  from  fire,  as 
well  as  the  lives !|  of  many  loyal  fubjecls  who  were 
prifoners  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels. — The  rebels 
fled  upon  my  approach,  over  the  bridge  of  Wex- 
ford,  and  towards  the  barony  cf  Forth. 

I  received  your  penciled  note  during  the  aclion 
cf  the  20th  >  it  was  impoffible  for  me  then  to 
detach  the  troops  you  afked  for,  but  I  hear  you . 
have  fucceeJed  at  Ennifcorthy  with  thofe  you 
had.  Your  prefence  fpeedily  is,  upon  every 
account,  extremely  neceflary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
JOHN  MOORE. 

J  For  theje  leittrs  fee  pages  15 1 — 3. 
il   7 he  particulars  are  given  in  PART  the  first, 
page  84.  i 

LETTER 
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LETTER    XVIIL 

Kells^  August  14,  1799? 

On  reeeipt  of  your  firft  letter,  it  was  my  de* 
termination  to  ftate,  for  your  publication,  the 
particulars  of  the  engagement  yQu  fo  much  de- 
fired,  from  the  journal  I  kept.  They  will  b© 
found  perfectly  accurate,  and  are  as  follow— 

la  the  month  of  May  1 798^  Captain  MoUoy, 
of  the  Upper  Kells  infantry,  held  the  arduous 
jStuation  of  commanding-ofScer  at  Kells,  in  th€ 
county  of  Meath.  On  the  24th  he  received  the 
Ifollowing  leaer  by  exprefs  from  Navan. 

Tholsel  OF  Navan,  May  34?^ 798^5  o'clock,. 

SiRf 

jl  private  foldier  of  Capiatn  'Gorgfs  yeomenrf^ 

came  here  about  an  hour  fince^  and  gave  us  the  foU 

lowing  accQimt^-^^^  That  an  efcort  conveying  baggage 

U'  Dublin^  were  met  on  the  road  leading  to  Dublin. 

and  near  Dunboyne^  by  a  body  of  infurgents-^^that  an 

,  OHack  commenced  between  ihem^  in  which  the  military 

were  worfled^  and  every  man  of  the  efcort  hlledf  ^ 

It  is  generally  apprehended:  that  the  injur  gents  are  on, 

their  march  to  this  town^  having  planted  the  Tree 

of  Liberty  at  Dunfhaughlin  ;  it  is  therefore  requefei 

that  you  will  be  pkiifed  to  fend  immediately  fuch  a 

P  ^  detachment 
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a  detachment  as  you  can  /pare  here^  io  ajjljl  and  pro* 
,  ten  us.     We  arcy  Sir^  with  much  refpecfy  pur  tnojl 
ebedient  fervants* 

JOHN  PRESTON,  Captain, 
PHILIP  BARRY,  Lieut,  of  the 

Navan  cavalry, 
F.  D.  HAMILTON,  Portrieve. 

-:^aihe  c^ctr  commanding  the  garrifon  at  Kells, 

On  recepit  of  the  above,  the  yeomen-cavalry 
and  infantry  immediately  marched  off  to  Navan, 
There  being  no  appearance  of  difturbance  at  that 
time  in  the  neighbourhood,  Capt.  Molioy  thought- 
it  prudent  immediately  to  return  to  Kells,  where. 
there  was  no  prote^ftion  for  the  inhabitants,  and 
alfo  a  depot  of  ammunition  in  the  town,  which 
particularly  demanded  his  attention  :  the  force 
in  Navan  was  very  inconfiderablc,  confifting  only 
t>f  the  Navan  troop.  A  council  of  war  was 
called,  wherein  it  was  determined  that  the  Kells 
cavalry,  with  a  detachment  of  the  Navan  troop^ 
fhould  go  forwards  toward  Dunfhaughlin,  and 
reconnoitre  che  country.  On  the  25  th  the  fol- 
lowing exprefs  arrived  from  Navan  at  Kells, 

'Navan,  May  25,  1798; 
Sir, 

Prepare  your  yeohienry  immediaielyy  as  an  iyifur^, 
.region  has  appeared  /rem  Dublin  to  Bunjhaugklin^ 

and 
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;find  numhers  have  been  murdered*  CommunkaM 
this  to  all  the  other  officers. 

Tours y  ^i*. 

THOMAS  BARkr;  Lieut. 
(kptain  Mcl/cy,  Kelts. 

;  This  evening  two  of  the  Kells  cavalry  fiame  in 
cxprefs,  and  brought  an  account  of  thcif  feeing 
the  rebel  army  near  Dunihaughlin,  on  the  Dubliin 
fide,  in  great  force.  Captain  Molloy  ordesrcd  the 
men  who  came  exprefs  to  return  to  their  corps, 
snd  keep  up  the  communication  with  Kells,  and 
at  the  fame  time  fent  exprefs  to  Captain  Tatto^ 
of  the  Bally-james-duff  yeomen-infantry,  wnO 
arrived  in  Kells  at  two  o'clocl?:,  the  morning  of 
the  26th,  with  his  corps. 

Precifely  at  three  o'clock  the  fame  mornings 
the  Upper  Kells  infantry  marched  off  t&ir  pa«' 
rade,  refolvcd  to  conquer  or  die — they  paffed 
early  over  T^ra.  Near  Killeen  they  overtook  a 
party  of  the  Reay  fencibles,  on  their  route  to 
Dublin,  commanded  by  Captain  Scobie,  and  alfo 
the  Upper  Kells  cavalry,  commanded  by  Lieut. 
Rothwell,  with  other  corps  of  yeomen-cavalry-*** 
this  body  arrived  at  Dunfhaughlin  about  eight 
oVIock  in  the  forenoon.  The  country  feemed 
alive  with  rebels— individuals  running  from  one 
point  to  another,  but  fo  cautioufly  and  at  fuch  ^ 
P  2  diftance^ 


diftanee,  that  ihey  could  not  be  intercepted — at 
that  time  it  was  not  known  where  the  main  body 
of  the  rebels  were.  Two  days  preceding  this, 
they  entered  the  town  of  Dunfhaughlin  in  great 
force ;  and  in  the  houfe  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Nclfon, 
murdered  him,  his  brother-in-law  Mr.  Pentland, 
and  a  garJiner,  who  was  a  proteftanr.  They  alfo 
iTiade  a  prifcner  of  Mr.  Keilett,  of  the  Kirg's- 
arms  ;  Mr.  Ambrofe  Sharman,  attorney,  wirh 
ethers ;  one  of  whom  they  alfo  murdered  (Mr. 
Fletcher) — the  remainder  efcaped. 

The  yeomen's  fpirits  were  this  day  differently 
effected — at  one  time  elated,  hoping  to  be  led  on 
to  zCuon — at  another  depreffed  5  as  Capt»  Scobie 
determined  not  to  look  for  the  rebels,  but  fhould 
he  me€t  them  on  his  route  would  attack  them, 
but  not  otherwife — his  orders  were  to  proceed 
direftiy  for  Dublin.  For  which  purpofc  he  did 
sflually  itiove  out  of  Dunihaughlin,  and  Captain 
Molloy  refolving  not  to  remain  in  an  enemy's 
country  with  fo  fmall  a  body  as  his  corps,  deter- 
niined  to  return  to  Kells  that  day ;.  and  had  re- 
turned out  of  Dunfhaughlin  a  quarter  of  a  miie 
for  chat  purpofe,  but  being  followed  by  a  friend, 
was  advifed  not  to  proceed,  as  there  was  a  report 
that  the  rebels  were  then  encamped  on  Tara-hill 
in  great  force,  v/hich  induced  Captain  Molloy  to 
form  the  refolution  of  overtaking  the  R.eay  fen- 
cibles,  and  accompanying  the5i  to  Dublin  ^  but 

as 
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as  the  yeomen  had  advanced  to  the  upper  end  of' 
Dun/h  i'jghiui,  they  had  the  happinefs  to  fee  the 
Reay  ter  ribie.v  returning,^  with  whom  they 
inarched,  and  took  the  field  without  the  town^ 
where  the  whole  regiment  remained  on  thek 
arms  till  three  o'clock  that  evening  i  when  an 
officer,  who  proved  to  be  Captain  Blanch  of  the 
above  regiment,  on  his  return  from  Dublin,  en-* 
tered  the  field,  with  orders  it  v/as  faid  to  fight 
the  rebels  where  they  could  be  come  up  with; 
On  his  appearance  the  men  gave  three  cheers,  and 
were  highly  animated  r  they  were  ordered  refrelh** 
ment,  of  which  the  yeomen  equally  partooka 
Three  companies  of  the  Reay  regiment  only,  and 
Captain  MoUoy's  yeomen  corps,  not  amounting 
to  more  than  one  hundred  and  ninety  infantry ;> 
with  one  piece  of  artillery,  were  ordered  on  this 
expedition,  with  fix  troops  of  yeomen-cavalry : 
thefe  troops  were  placed  equally  on  the  right  and 
left  of  the  infantry,  in  which  order  they  marched 
from  Dunfhaughlin  to  Tara^  about  five  miles. 
*  Before  they  arrived  at  Mr.  Lynch's  houfe  of 
Taray  they  perceived  the  rebel  videts,  both  horfe 
and  foots  who  immediately  wheeled  oft  to  their 
juain  body,  when  they  perceived  the  army  ad- 
vancing«  On  arriving  at  the  large  fort  at  Mn 
Lynch's,  the  army  got  in  full  view  of  the  rebel 
camp  on  the  hill  of  Tara;  the  fields  around  ap- 
P  3  peered 
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peared  black  with  rebels.  On  perceiving  the 
army,  they  inftantly  got  into  motion — their 
chiefs  mounted,  and  in  about  ten  minutes 
formed  their  line,  whicli  was  extended  very 
far,  and  very  deep,  with  three  pair  of  green 
colours. 

The  rebels  availed  themfelves  of  a  moft  excellent 
pofition, — the  church-yard  of  Tara^  furroundei 
by  a  wall,  which  commanded  the  Dublin  road. 
At  this  period,  that  fpirited  officer,  Capt.  Blanch, 
called  the  yeomen  infantry  officers  to  him,  and 
informed  them  he  had  no  orders  to  give,  except 
to  lead  on  their  divifions  with  courage  to  the 
aftiono 

BAT  TLB  OF  TJRA. 

And  now,  commenced  an  engagement,  as 
eventful  for  the  county  of  Meath  as  ever 
took  place  therein,  and  perhaps  for  the  king- 
dom at  large ;  for  had  the  rebels  fucceeded, 
their  numbers  would,  from  partial  advantages^ 
tave  increafed)  and  in  the  end,  very  many  would 
have  fallen  viftims  to  thofe  fanguinary  tribes.— 
But  the  divine  difpofer  of  all  human  events  con- 
duced cur  army  to,  and  fecured  us  vidlory  in 
this  battle.  It  is  our  part  to  return  him  our 
continued  thanks  for  the  fate  of  ih^t  day. 

Th« 
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The  rebels,  upon  the  approach  of  the  infantry, 
put  their  hats  f  on  thar  pikes,  the  entire  length 
of  their  line,  and  gave  three  cheers.  A  perfon 
now  advanced  from  their  line  tov/ards  the  army 
(who  feemed  to  aflume  the  command),  made  a 
very  pompous  falute,  and  returned  back  with 
great  precipitation — he  was  drelTed  in  white, 
was  a  deferter  from  the  Kildare  militia,  but  im- 
jpofed  himfelf  on  many  of  the  rebels  for  a  French^ 
man^  which  gave  the  deluded  wretches  great 
Ipirits. 

It  was  half  paft  fix  o'clock  when  the  aflion 
commenced—  immediately  fome  of  the  army 
lay  dead,  from  the  fire  of  the  rebels.  The  fix- 
pounder  was  on  the  right,  from  which  there  were 
many  difcharges,  but  impeded  by  obftacles  be- 
tween the  road  and  church-yard  ;— to  obtain  the 
church-yard  was  the  grand  objedl— the  little 
1.0¥AL  PARTY  advanced,  regardlefs  of  danger, 
notwithftanding  the  frantic  impetuoiity  and  num- 

f  From  concurring  accounis  it  appears-^  thai  the 
rebel  plan  ijoas  uniformly  adhered  ^c~viz,  to  anno^ 
the  royal  troops  by  driving  among  them  fuch  cattle^ 
i^c,  as  they  ^ould  colleB^—by  endeavaming  to  difmay 
them  by  means  cf  their  JhouiSy  snd  their  hats  placed 
an  their  pikes  j—^^a/Jiy  when  er.gaged^  by  exertions  to 
,Jeize  th^  cannon — -but  what  Jl rat agem^  %vh at  force 
^gul4  have  fucceeded  in  fuch  a  caiife  I 

:bcr 
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ber  of  rebels  who  attempted  to  turn  them  on 
each  flank,  and  inceffantly  came  down  m  fti  ong 
parties,  from  the  church-yard,  to  the  muzzles  of 
their  pieces,  pike  in  hand  ;  but  thty  inftantly 
experienced  the  refult  of  their  temerity,  with  the 
lofs  of  their  lives— not  one  of  the  royalifls 
flinched,  though  his  brother  in  arms  and  deareft 
friend  fell  by  his  fide.  The  conflict  continued 
from  the  period  above  mentioned  (half  pafl:  fix), 
until  dark,  when  they  gallantly  entered  the 
church -yaui!  The  rebels  now  fled  from  their 
flrong  poft,  and  were  purfued  with  great  flaugh- 
ter.  At  this  tane  the  cannon  was  unemployed  at 
the  church-yard  gate,  when  a  large  columa  of 
the  rebels  appeared  on  the  road>  with^intert  to 
furround  and  cut  off  a  fmail  party  of  the  yeomen 
who  had  taken  poflefiion  of  the  church -y?;rd  : 
Captain  MoUoy  commanded  three  artillery-men, 
who  remained  with  the  gun,  to  take  it  to  the 
road;  but  he  was  informed  their  gunner  was 
killed — upon  his  ailifting  they  immediately  obeyed. 
The  gan  was  no  fooner  placed,  than  the  rebels 
were  at  the  muzzle  ;  a  number  aftually  had  their 
bands  on  it — the  gun  being  fired  made  very 
great  carnage.  The  unexpefted  difcharge  gave 
them  a  very  great  check^ — ^they  fl:ill  perfifted  to 
ieize  it ;  for  which  purpofe  they  collected  from 
all  points,  and  made  a  lodgement  behind  a  wall 
sdjcirling  the  road,   which   turned  to  Mr.  Braba- 
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2on*s,  from  whence  they  commenced  a  heavy 
fire,  but  providentially  without  efFeft. 

Captain  Molloy  had  now  ordered  that  the 
cannon  fhould  not  fire  till  he  gave  the  word. — 
This  encouraged  the  rebels  to  advance  (fuppofing 
the  ammunition  was  exljaufted) — they  were  per- 
mitted to  come  forward  in  prodigious  force, 
greatly  elated  ;  but  Captain  Mollpy  here  evinced 
both  the  wifdom,  coolnefs,  and  valour  of  an  ex- 
perienced general,  and  patiently  waited  till  he 
had  the  enemy  in  fuch  a  lltuation  as  to  do  great 
execution ;  whe;i  he  ordered  the  cannon  to  fire. 
This  being  a  few  times  repeated,  determined  the 
fate  of  the  day.  In  a  few  minutes  not  a  rebel 
was  to  be  feen. — Their  lofs  was  very  conMet^bie. 
Twenty-fix  of  the  Reay  fencibles  were  killed  and 
wounded — one  of  the  Upper  Kells  infantry 
killedj  and  five  wounded. 

The  cavalry  had  not  an  opportunity  of  afling 
this  day  (except  individually),  the  country  being 
fo  clofe,  and  the  rebels  fo  ftrongly  pofted  :  Lord 
Fingall  behaved  with  great  fpirit,  and  a£led  as 
'bravely  as  circumftances  would  admit,  having  led 
on  the  Navan  troop  ;  as  alfo  Captain  Barnes,  who 
commanded  the  Lower  Kells  troop,  &:c. 

The  army  retired  to  Duniliaughlin  without 
further  interruption,  amidft  the  joyful  acdama- 
ticns  of  the  loyal  inhabitantse 

Nelt 


Next  morning  there  were  fome  troops  fent  out 
to  reconnoitre  the  field  of  battle,  who  on  their 
return  reported  there  lay  dead  on  the  field,  three 
hundred  and  fifty  of  the  rebels ;  many  car  loads 
of  arms  were  found,  of  different  defcriptions,' 
viz.  pikes,  mufquets,  fowling-pieces,  piftols^ 
fwords,  fcythes,  and  reaping-hooks  on  poles, 
fpits,  pitchforks,  &c.  alfo  three  boxes  of  ammu- 
nition, taken  from  a  party  of  the  Reay  regiment 
two  days  before  at  Clonee  bridge  j  of  whom  they 
killed  feven,  and  took  the  remainder  prifoners 
(twenty  in  number),  and  all  the  baggage  they 
were  efcorting  to  Dublin— the  prifoners  were 
retaken  at  Tara. 

Upon  th.-.  retijrn  nf  ♦Ji^  yeomefiry  to  IclU; 
they  were  met  by  a  multitude  of  the  loyal  inha- 
bitants— welcomed — embraced— the  tear  of  joy 
(ctinoly  trickled  down  the  cheek  of  the  parent, 
the  lifter,  the  friend — the  commanding-officer 
was  prefentcd  with  a  laurel  wreath  ornamented 
with  ribbons,  prepared  by  the  principal  people  in 
the  neighbourhood — on  entering  the  town  of 
Kells,  a  groupe  of  ladies  furrouiided  Captain 
Molloy,  ©ne  of  \vho:n  crov/ned  him  with  hurel 
— the  windows  were  decorated  with  emblems -of 
victory — the  bells  rang — an  elegant  collation  was 
laid  out  oppofite  the  boarding-fchool,  under  the 
iliade  of  fome  large  fycamore- trees— the  evening 

was 


(     t67     ) 

was  devoted  to  mirth  and  joy — age  and  youth 
vied  in  loyal  and  convivial  harmony. 

Were  I  to  recount  the  brave  conduft  of  each 
ytovmn  individually,  it  would  no  doubt  be  grate- 
ful to  the  reader ;  but  time  and  circumftances  not 
permitting,  oblige  me  to  decline  it.  The  officers 
of  the  Kells  corps  deferve  every  compliment  this 
country  can  give  ;  Lieutenants  Keating  and  War- 
nerj  condufled  themfelves  with  that  fpirit  and 
bravery  which  ever  diftinguiihes  the  brave  foidier 
—and  as  for  Captain  Molloy,  the  refult  of  that 
day  will  ever  keep  him  in  the  recoUedioii  of  his 
friends  and  acquaintance. 

P.S.  To  the  memory  of  the  brave  men  who  fell 
in  the  iieldj  the  corps  arc  erefting  a  fcandfomc 
monument  at  Kells,  with  a  fuitable  epitaph. 

Thus,  Sir,  have  I  particularized  every  thiDg  I 
fuppofed  in  any  wife  interefting- — and  am  with 
great  refpefl. 

Yours,  Sec.  &€. 


THE 
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THE  affairs  of  the  Northern  parts  of  this 
Kingdom  having  been  ingenioufly  epitomiled 
by  a  very  intelligent  Gentleman  (a  refident  in 
Belfaft),  and  tranfmitted  to  the  Editor— he 
inferts  every  ientence  of  the  fame ;  from  a 
convidion,  that  fliould  any  part  undergo  alte- 
rations^ the  whole  would  mofl  certainly  fuffer 
thereby  c 


ihis  correfpondent,  Tery  politely,  gives  fuch 
permifHon — but  furely  thole  who  arc,  or  defirc 
m  the  leaft  to  be,  acquainted  with  the  rife 
and  progreis  of  the  IRISH  REBELLION  of 
KiNETY-EiGHT^  Will  readily  concur  with  the 
Editor,  that  no  occurrence  tending  to  pourtray 
and  expofe  the  concerted  meafura  of  the  enemies 
of  the  Conftitution,  fhould  be  confidcrcd  as  too 
minutely  defcribed, 

XETTER 
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LETTER      XIX. 

» 

Belfast,  September  3,  I79$>. 
S/V, 

YOU  have  at  length  the  promifed  (ketch, 
vhich  it  was  abfolutely  out  cf  my  power  to  have 
lone  foonet  5  and  which,  now  that  I  fend  it, 
/ou  will  think,  perhaps,  unneceflarily  minute,—-^ 
But,  however,  you  will  obferve,  I  leave  you  the 
noft  abfolufe  liberty  to  pru?ie  a!?7ay  and  to  condenfi 

you  think  proper — and  do  really  wi{h  you  on 
10  account  to  retain  a  fingle  line  you  naay  judge 
uperfluous  or  unneceflary. 

When  the  work  is  fiUiflied,  pleafe  intimate  the 
ameto 

Your  obedient  servant. 


.AFFAIRS  GF  THE  NORTH. 

LET  us  now  turn  our  attention  towards  the 
^ORTH— *a  part  of  the  kingdom  it  was  fup- 
pofed  there  was  moft  peculiar  reafcn  to  dread  | 
as  well  from  the  fturdy  character  of  its  inhubi- 
:aiits,  as  from  its  early  attachment  to  French  prin- 
ciples, and  being  the  quarter  in  which  the  fyftem 
Df  United  Iricifm  h^d  originated,  which  had 
afterwards  fpread  To  v^ry  generally  over  the  wholb 
^ikbgdom. 
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It  may  nat  be  here  improper  to  obfervc,  that 
fo  far  back  as  September  1796,  fe'veral  perfons 
we're  arrefted  in  Belfaft,  as  well  as  other  parts  ol 
the  North;  and  that  it  was  in  March  1797: 
General  Lake,  who  commanded  the  Nor^herr 
ciftrift,  ifllied  from  Belfaft  his  proclamatior 
(which  made  fo  much  noifc),  for  the  bringing  ii 
of  arms,  ammunition,  &c. — arrefts  occaiionally 
taking  place  up  to  the  period  we  are  now  treating 
of;  a  little  before  which  General  Nugent  h^ 
fucceeded  General  Lake  in  the  command. 

The  news  of  the  burning  the  Northern  mail' 

coach,    was  received   in  Belfaft   early  on  Frida; 

Kiorning,  the  25th  of  May,  and  of  courfe  excitet 

-Tery  confiderable  alarm — but  it  was  not  till  nex 

morning  n  was  generally  underftood  the  rebellio: 

,>.ad  actually  bro^e  out,  and  that  the  burning  c 

the  mail-coaches  was   the  concerted  Jtgnal   of  in 

furreftion.     Numbers  of -the   inhabitants,    wh 

had  not  hitherto  been  members  of  any  yeomcnr 

corps,  made  an  immediate  offer  of  their  fervice 

to  General  Nugent;    in   confequence   of  whicl 

two   fupplementa^y  corps,   of   fixty   men   eacl 

were  formed,  and  almoft  immediately  complete 

—to  be  clothtrd  at  their  own  expence,  and  t 

receive  nothing  from  Government  but  arm?  an 

accoutrements.     Indeed,    furh   numbers  prtffe 

forward  to  be  inrolled,  as  would  have  complete 

.fsveral  companies  more,  had  the  General  thougl 

prop* 
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l^opcr  to  accept  of  all  who  offered  on  the  occa** 
^on.  However,  the  four  old  companies,  as  well 
&s  the  troop  of  cavalrv,  were  ftrongly  augmented  ^ 
ivhiie  arms  were  put  into  the  hands  of  a  number 
Bf  loyal  and  well-affefted  perfons,  who  did  duty 
Belong  with  the  military— and  many  of  the  more 
wealthy  inhabitants,  who  were  prevented  by  ag^ 
or  infirmity  from  taking  a  more  aftive  part,  fub-* 
fcribed  largely  towards  ths  better  fupporting  the 
families  of  thofe  in  the  yeomer.ry,  whoj^  when  oa 
permanent  duty,  had  little  but  theh^  pay  to  dt^ 
pend  on. 

On  Sunday  forenoon,    martial-law   was  prO* 

claimed  in  town  by  found  of  trumpet,  and  the 

inhabitants  forbidden  from  appearing  in  the  ftreets 

after  nine  at  night,  or  before  fi-^  in  the  mornings 

In  the  courfe  of  the  enfuing  week  a  number  of 

perfons  v/ere  taken  up,  and  either  committed  to 

the  provoft,  or  fent  on  board  the  prifon-fhip  in 

the  harbour  ;  ^hile  feveral  who  were  ftrongly 

fufpeded  to  be  well  acquainted  with  what  was 

going  on,  were  publicly  whipped — in  order  to 

extort  confeflion.    Another  proclamation  refpecl- 

lug  bringing,  in  arms,   &c    was  liTued    by  the 

I  General- — foon  after  which  a  very  general  fear.ch 

j  took  place  in  tov\rn— almoft  every  houfe  was  exa« 

I  mined— notwithftanding  which,   the  number  of 

I  Zrw^  procured  was  very   inconfiderable — partly 

i  from  the  numbers  already  given  up,  in  confe- 

0^2  quenee 


(    171    ) 

<5tJence  of  the  fofmei:  proclamations^  ari-d  (ro^fi 
many^  no  doubt,  having  concealed  them  -^  nqt  fo 
miich^  perhaps,  on  the  principle  of  difloyahyj  as 
cf  defending  themfelvcs  againft  ruffians  of  any 
defcription. 

About  this  time,  two  of  the  for.r  bra<5  field-  > 
pieces.)  formerly  belong-ng  to  the  Belfaft  Vokm- 
teersj  were  found  buried  in  a  back-yard  off*  one 
cf  the  principal  ftreets — ihey  had  eluded  every 
iearch  that  had  been  made  about  them  for  above  ' 
jive  years,  and  very  probably  even  then  would 
cot  have  been  difcovercd,  but  for  the  threats  of 
the  Geueral  againft  the  perfons  in  whofe  cuftody 
they  were  knowa  about  that  time  to  have  been—* 
when,  in  confequence  of  a  paper  being  circulated, 
very  generally  figned  by  the  inhabitants,  pointing 
out  the  impropriety  of  further  concealment  at 
fuch  a  crifis,  and  the  confequences  that  muft 
refult  to  innocent  individuals,  anonymous  infor* 
xnation  was  at  length  givea  to  the  General  re<* 
fpefling  them,  who  gave  ktiQ,.  orders  no  injury 
Jhould  be  done  to  the  premifes  oji  which  they 
were  found.  Next  morning  the  otlier  two  pieces 
were  found  lying  on  the  county  Down  fhore, 
within  half  a  mile  of  the  tov/n,  and  all  brought 
in  by  the  milifary,  with  no  fmall  marks  of  exuU 
tation. 

Monday,  the  fourth  of  June,  being  the  King's 
birth-day.  the  regulars,  together  with  the  yeo- 

menry 
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irrcnry-corps,  fired  three  yJ'^  dejoie^s  in  the  main- 
jftreei — in  the  evening  the  moft  general  and  bril- 
liant illuminations  took  place  ever  known  there  5 
when,  very  much  to  the  credit  of  the  General<> 
the  troops  were  all  kept  in  batrack  till  betweeu 
nine  and  ttn  o^clock,  when  the  entire  garrifonj> 
horfe,  foot,  artillery  with  their  cannon,  and  yeo- 
mcnry,  marched  through  the  principal  flreetSo 
The  inhabitants  upon  this  occalidn  were  indulged 
with  liberty  of  walking  about  till  ten  o'clock^ 
when  not  the  llighteft^  irregularity  was  committed 
cither  on  the  one  fide  or  the  other.— Indeed*, 
were  an  opinion  to  be  formed  of  Belfaft  from, 
the  behnviour  of  ks  inhabitants  upon  that  day, 
at  lis  feu  de  jok-Sy  and  during  the  illuminations,  • 
»  more  loyal  town  fcarcely  could  have  been  found  * 
in  his  Majefty's  dominions. 

•Nothing  material  occurred  till  Thurfday,  the 
feventh  of  June,  v^hen  a  very  general  ahrm  was  * 
excited,  from  the  General  having  received  un^ 
doubted  inforrr^tion  that  a  ri fin g  would  that  day 
lake  place  in  the  county  of  Antrim;  the  objeft 
0  which  was,  among  other  things,  to  feize  upoa 
^he  magiftratesjij:  who  were  to  meet  in  the  town 
]  of  Antrim,  to  cofilider  on  what  meafures  fhould 
be  adopted   for  the  peace  of.  the  county— the 

,  X  For  the  partiadars  of  the  hatile  of  Antrim^ 
\fit  page  116. 
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barriers  were  clofed  early  in  the  morning,,  fcveral 
perfons  were  arrefted,  and  no  perfcn^  fullered  to 
leave  the  town — though  no  one  was  prevented 
from  coming  into  it.  The  General  had  early  in 
the  morning  direfted.  Colonel  Clavcring  of  the 
Argyle(hir:e,  ^he  commanded  at  Blari^  camp, 
about  i>ine  miles  from  Belfaft,  to  proceed  imme- 
diately to  Antrim,  with  a  detachment  of  his  owa 
regiment  and  of  the  22d  dragoons,  with  two 
pieces  of  artillery.  About  eleven  o'clock,  detach- 
ments from  the  Monaghan,  Fifefhire,  22d  dra- 
goons, and  Belfaft  cavalry,  with  two  pieces  o& 
cannon,  making  in  aU  about  four  hundred  men, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Durham  of  the- 
Fifeihire,.  marched  alfo  from  Belfaft  to  Antrim, 
^'here  Colonel  Clavering's  detachment  had  ar- 
rived fome  time;  the  cavalry  of  which  had  made. 
an  unfuccefsful  attack  on  the  rebels,  who  had  got 
pofleffion  of  the  town,  in  which  Colonel  Lumley* 
was  wounded,  &c.  &c. 

After  giving  the  troops  fome  time  to  refreftk 
themfelves,  zrA  coolly  reconnoitering'  the  pofitioa. 
of  the  rebels,  a  general  attack  v^as  made  on  all. 
points,  when  they  were  foon,  routed  ;  abandoning 
two  curricle  guns  they  had  taken  on  getting  pof- 
f^on  of  the  town,  as  alfo  a  brafs  gun  of  their, 
own,  mounted  on  a  car,  which  they  had  fired 
leveral  times  duiing  the  adlion.  They  were  pur- 
fyed  with  confiderable  ilaughter,  towards  Shane's- 
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caftle  and  Randalflown — in  whicli  laft  mentioned 
place,  a  number  of  houft^s  were  fet  fire  to,  be- 
longing to  people  implicated  in  the  rebellion. — 
Some  few  feeble  attempts  were  afterwards  macle, 
on  that  and  the  next  day,  at  Larne,  Baljycaftlcs^ 
and  Ballimena,  but  they  were  foon  put  down;*„ 
The  rebels  in  this  eonnty  appearing  immediately: 
afterwards  watering  anddirpirited  ;  deferting  their 
camps  (as  their  places  of  alTemblage  were  called), 
and  thi:owing  a^ay  or  bringing  in  their,  arjns  to 
the  neareft  civil  or  military  magiftrates,  with  the 
ftropgeft  marks  of  forrow  apd,  repentance — the 
detachment  from  Eelfaft  came  into  town  next  day 
about  three  o'cloGk. 

Information  being  by  this  time  received,  that 
a  general  rifing  was  on  the  point  of  taking  place 
in  the  county  of  Down,  and  that  a  confiderable 
number  were  already  alTembkd  near  Saintfield, 
ten  miles  from  Belfaft,  General  Nugent  directed 
Colonel  Stapleton,  of  the  York  fencibk;,  who 
lay  with  his  regiment  at  Newtown- Ards,  Hk.  m>iles 
from.  Bel faft,  and  about  eight  from  Saintfield,  to 
ERiarch  immediately  to  attack  tkepiv  before  tliey 
gathered  further  ftrength,  Tlxe  Colonel  accord- 
iagly  left  N,ewtown-Ards  early  next  morning, 
Saturday  the  9th,  with,  his  regiment,  its  two 
battalion  gnns,  and  accompanied  by  the  Comber 
•  and  Newtown- Ards  ca:valry — the  baggage  of  the 
regiment  haying,  been  previoufly  fent  to  Belfafh 

When 


When  they  had  proceeded  within  about  a  mile 
of  Saintfield,  on  a  moft  uncommonly  hot  day,  and 
the  country  through  which  they  marched,  in  a 
great  meafure  deferted,  they  fell  in  with  a  man 
on  the  road,  very  probably  thrown  in  their  way 
on  purpofcj  who  informed  the  commanding-offi- 
cer, that  the  rebels  were  flraggling  about  5  were 
under  no  fort  of  orders  Inany  of  them  drunk  in 
the  fireeti  ;  and  that  they  would  never  dare  face 
the  King's  troops.  This  may  be  prcfumed  to 
have  put  them  fomething  off  their  guard — be  that 
as  it  may,  two  or  three  of  the  yeomen-cavalry 
did  actually  go  at  a  gallop  to  the  end  of  the 
town,  and  returned  without  feeing  the  appear- 
ance of  any  thing  hoftile-^of  courfe  they  re- 
newed their  march  with  confidence,  not  dreaming 
of  the  enemy  they  fought  being  fo  n^ar,  until 
they  came  to  a  part  of  the  road  where  there  was 
a  nuir^bcr  of  trees  on  each  fide ;  when,  in  an 
inftant,.  the  yeomen-cavalry  and  light  con^ipany, 
who  formed  the  advanced  guard,  were  opened 
upon  from  behind,  the  ditches  by  a  very  heavy 
fire  of  mufquetry  i,  the  piices  at  the  fiime  time 
darted  acrofs  the  ^cad — by  which,  in  a  very  fhcrt 
time,  they  fuffered.  exceedingly,  both  in  killed 
and  wounded-,  the  main  body  too  was  thrown- 
into  confanon— but  having  at  length  got  their 
cannon  into  a  good  pofition,  where  they  were  of 
the  moft  fignal  fervice  indeed,  they  fucceeded  in 
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Jnftantly  and  completely  repulfing  the  rebels ;  who 
w^nt  ©fF,  after  fuftaining  mnch  iofs.  Night  np- 
proaching,  the  Colonel  did  not  think  proper  to 
proceed  to  Saintfieid,  which  was  in  the  very  heart 
of  the  country  fuppofed  moft  particularly  difaf- 
fefted*— he  therefore  fell  back  to  Comber,  where 
the  troops  refted  that  nright,  and  came  ii^to  Bel- 
fa  ft  the  forenoon  of  next  day,  having  fuifered 
mad  feverely  from  fatigiie  and  ih^  extreme  heat 
of  the  weather. 

This  day,  Sunday  the  loth,  tbe  Ipirlt  of  infuf- 
reftion  appeariiag  not  at  all  to  be  checked  ;  but 
rather  gaining  ground  in  the  county  of  Down, 
numbers  of  people  from  the  coutitry  crowded 
into  Bdfaft,  Lifburn,  Downpatrick,  &c.  as  to 
places  of  greater  fecuriiy,  Eelfaft,  at  this  time, 
prefented  the  appearance  of  a  place  in  a  ftate  of 
'ficge — parties  of  horfe  and  foot  continually  pal- 
fing  and  repaffing-^the  avenues  to  the  town 
ftrongly  guarded — cannon  placed  in  the  principal 
ftr^ets,  and  three  pieces  planted  on  the  very  long 
bridge-  that  feparates  Belfaft  from  t-he  county  of 
Down.-f-In  fhort,  every  precaution  was  takea 
,  t-feat  prudence  could  fuggeft,  to  give  t.he  rebels  a 
warm  recep'cion,  had  they  been  ra(li  enough  to 
attack  the  town  ;  but  they  never  once  approached 
it. 

On  Monday,  the   nth  of  June,  the  county 
Antriai  people  continuing  ta  briisg  in  their  arms, 

and 
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and  appesnrig  completely  fenfible  of  their  folly , 
the  General  i/llied  a  proclamaticrj,  addreffed  to 
the  county  of  Down,  calling  on  them  to  follow 
the  example  of  their  brethren  in  the  county  of 
Antrim,  fay  bringing  5n  their  arms,  giving  up 
their  leaders,  and  returnmg  to  their  allegiance — • 
in  which  cafe,  promifing  them  pardon  and  pro* 
teflion,  giving  them  twenty-four  hours  to  conii- 
dcr  of  it.  This  proclamation  was  fent  through 
the  country  by  patrolcs,  as  generally  as  the  then 
unhappy  ftate  of  the  country  would  admit  |  but 
fuch  was  the  infatuation  of  the  people,  it  was 
fpurncd  at  with  contempt  5  fo  that  it  foon  became 
evident  the  fword  only  could  bring  them  to  rea- 
fon.  Preparations  were  accordingly  made  for 
that  purpofe  j  and  next  morning  about  tea 
o'clock,  the  weather  being  ftill  moft  uncommonly 
warm,  the  General  left  Belfaft,  at  the  head  of 
the  Monaghan  and  Fifefliire  regiments,  about 
one  hundred  and  thirty  of  the  2 ad  dragoons, 
%vith  iix  pieces  of  cannon  and  two  howitzers,  and 
proceeded  to  Saintfield,  wliere  the  rebels  were 
collefted  in  great  force — the  York  fencibles 
proceeding  at  the  fame  time  to  Comber,  wher^ 
they  remained,  to  adl  as  circumftances  might 
require — and  here.  Sir,  I  would  i^efer  you  to  the 
account  forwarded  by  General  Nugent  to  Go- 
vernment of  this  day's  bufinefs.! 

X  This  h^td  been  published  officially. 
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Dublin  Cajlley  f  i  oclocky  A.M,  June  14,  1798* 

Inrelligence  is  juft  arrived  from  Major-General 
Nugent,  ftating,  that  on  the  i  ith  inftant,  he  had 
marched  againft  a  large  :bjQdy  of  rebels,  who  were 
pofted  at  Saintfield.  They  retired  on  his  approach 
to  a  ftrong  pofition  on  the  Saintfield  fide  of  Bal- 
lynahinch,  and  there  made  a  Paew  of  refiftancej 
and  endeavoured  to  turn  Im  left  flank;  but 
Lieutenant-colonel  Stewart  arriving  from  Down^ 
with  a  pretty  confiderable  force  of  infantry,  ca» 
valry,  and  yeomenry,  they  foon  delifted,  and  re^ 
tired  to  a  very  ftrong  pofition  behind  Ballyna- 
hinch. 

General  Nugent  attacked  them  the  next 
morning,  at  three  o'clock,  having  occupied  tv/o 
hills  on  the  left  and  right  of  the  'town,  to  prevent 
the  rebels  from  having  any  other  choice  than  the 
mountains  in  their  rear  for  their  retreat ;  he  fcnt 
Lieutenant-colonel  StCAvart  to  poft  himfelf  vvith 
a  part  of  the  Argyle  fencibles,  and  fome  yeo- 
menry, as  well  as  a  detachment  of  the  2 2d  light 
dragoons,  in  a  firuarion  from  whence  he  could 
enfilade  the  rebel  line,  whilft  Colonel  Leflle, 
iRrith  part  of  the  Monaghan  militia,  fome  cavalry, 
and  yeomen  infantry,  fho  :ld  make  an  attack  upon 
their  front.  Having  two  hwitzers  and  fix  fix- 
founders  with  the  two  detachments,  the  Major- 
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General  was  enabled  to  annoy  thetn  very  much^ 
from  different  parts  of  his  pofition. 

The  rebels  attacked,  impetuoufly,  Colonel 
Lefl-e's  detachment,  and  even  jumped  into  the 
road  from  the  Earl  of  Moira's  demeffle,  to  en- 
deavour to  take  one  of  his  guns  ;  but  they  w^ere 
repulfed  with  (laughter.  Lieat-enant-colonel 
Stewart's  detachment  was  attacked  by  them  with 
the  fame  aclivity,  but  he  repulfed  them  alfo,  and 
the  fire  from  his  howitzer  and  fix-pounder  foon 
obliged  them  to  fly  in  all  diredtions.  Their  force 
was,  on  the  evening  of  the  i2th,  near  5000. 

About  four  hundred  rebels  were  killed  in  the 
attack  and  retreat,  and  the  remainder  were  dif- 
perfed  all  over  the  country.  Major  Gen.  Nugent 
ftates,  that  both  ofHcers  and  men  deferve  praife., 
for  their  zeal  and  alacrity  on  this,  as  well  as  all 
cccalions ;  but  he  particularly  exprefies  his  obl-i* 
rations  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Stewart,  for  his 
advice  and  ainftance  throughout  the  bunnefs,  and 
to  Cclorhsl  Leflie,  for  bis  readinefs  to  volunteer 
the  duty  at  all  times.  The  yeomenry  behaved 
with  extreme  fteadinefs  and  bravery.  Three  or 
fear  oreen  colours  were  taken,  and  fix  one- 
pounders,  not  mounted,  but  which  the  rebels 
fired  very  often,  and  a  confiderabje  quantity  of 
ammunition.  Their  ehief  was  Munrg^*  a  {hop= 
keeper  of  Lilburn. 

^  He  tvas  afterviards  handed. 

Major 


-'  Major-General  Nugent  regrets  the  lofs  of 
Captain  Evatt,  of  the  Monaghan  miHtia  ;  Lieut. 
£llis  of  the  fame  regiment  was  wounded  j  the 
lofs  of  rank  and  file  was  five  killed,  and  fourteen 
wounded.  Several  of  the  yeomen-infantry  vv^ere 
killed  or  wounded. 


In  the  mean  time,  detachments  from  the  Tajr 
fencibles  at  Carrickfergus,  and  the  Argylefliire  at 
Blaris,  marched  in,  and  in  conjunclion  with  the 
Belfaft  and  Cafilereagh  yeomenry,  with  the  loyal 
inhabitants,  took  charge  of  the  town.  Imme- 
diately on  the  troops  marching  out,  orders  v/ere 
iffued  to  fhtit  up  every  houfe  and  fliop;  centries 
were  placed  at  the  end  of  every  (Ireet,  and  no 
one  upon  any  account  to  appear  in  the  llreets  but 
thofe  to  whom  the  care  of  the  town  was  com- 
mitted-—precautions  thought  necefiary  to  be  taken 
I  left  any  thing  improper  fliould  be  attempted  in 
jfo  critical  a  moment,  in  the  r-bfence  of  fo  confi- 
,  Jderabie  a  part  of  the  garrifon  :— every  thing, 
however,  continued  perfectly  tranquil,  both  in 
the  town  and  neighbourhood,  as  well  then  as 
i  during  the  whole  time  of  the  rebellion.  In  this 
ftatc,  lb  exceedingly  awful  and  interefting  to  th^ 
bhabilants,  anxiouily  waiung  the  event,  acluated 
by  various,  and  no  doubt,  in  many  cafes,  by  very 
oppofite  fenfations,  the  town  remained  until  the 
forenoon  of  next  day — when  ncv/s  arriving  of 
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the  King's  troops  being  completely  vi£lorIous,  the 
reflriclions  were  taken  off. 

General  Nugent,  with  the  troops,  returned 
to  Belfaft,  about  four  in  the  afternoon  of  Wed- 
nefday,  bringing  along  with  them  fix  fmall  iroa 
guns,  and  fevera!  green  ftandards  taken  from  the 
rebels ;  and  were  received  in  town  with  the 
ftrcngeft  demonftrations  of  joy.  That  evening, 
the  Lancafhire  regiment  of  dragoons,  which  had 
that  day  landed  at  Carrickfergus  from  Scotland, 
came  into  town — a  day  or  two  after  the  arrival 
of  the  Lancafliire,  the  Sutherland  fencibles, 
1000  ftrong,  alfo  arrived  from  Scotland  ;  both 
arrivals  giving  no  fmall  confidence  to  the  loyah 
and  peaceable  inhabitants. 

After  the  affair  at  Ballynahinch,   the  rebels 
were   completely  difperfed,  never  afterwards  ap- 
pearing in  any  part  of  the  North — great  numbers 
were  taken  up,  among  whom  were  many  of  their 
leaders  ;  fome  were  tranfported,  others  had  per- 
mijlion   given   of   going  with    their    families    to 
America,  and  not  a  few  fuffcred  the  punifhment 
cf  death.     While  humanity  cannot  but  feel  for 
the  many  who  forfeited  their  lives  on  the  occa- 
fion,    it  win   be  acknowledged,  at  leaft    by  the 
moderate  and  the  impartial,  that  no  inccnfider- 
^bie  portion  of  lenity  was  ihewn  ;  and  that  fewer 
executions  took  place,   every   thing   confidered, 
than  might  have  been  expected — perhaps  a  fmaller 

number 
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l^iimber  than,  under  fimilar  circumftances^  v/otild 
have  been  the  cafe  under  any  other  government 
in  Europe— for,  furely,  blood  has  not  been  the 
charafleriftic  of  Cornwallis. 

It  ha?,  no  doubt,  been  matter  of  fomc  furprife 
to  many,  that  the  efforts  of  the  North,  which 
had  been  fo  much  and  fo  long  fpoken  of,  ihould 
have  been  fo  feeble,  and  of  fuch  fhort  duration—** 
as  the  rebellion  was  completely  extinguiflied  there 
V^ithki  a  jRngle  week  after  it  broke  out  I 

The  number  of  perfons  who  joined  the  focletks 
t>f  United  Irifhmen  in  the  North,  was  no  doubt 
Very  confiderable  indeed ;  but  their  motives  were 
l^cry  different,  and  their  numbers  no  doubt  much 
«aggcrat^d,  for  very  obvious  reafons.  It  is  a 
h&y  however,  well  afcertained,  many  became 
members  from  policy— from  fear— from  perfua* 
fion— from  motives  of  private  intereft — and  not 
a  few  of  thofe  who  became  fo  with  cordiality^, 
uever  conceived  the  objeft  to  be  beyond  a  parlia- 
tocntary  reform-— of  courfe,  from  thofe  of  this 
itefcriptlon,  no  cordial  co-operation  could  h^ 
given. 

The  precautions  then  taken  by  Government, 
§0  far  back  as  the  year  1793,  in  preventing  the 
importation  of  arms  and  ammunition— the  num- 
^sber  of  perfons  who  were  difarmed — the  early 
arreft  and  clofe  confinement  of  fo  many  of  their 
leaders~and  the  repeated  difappointment  in  the 
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^•:pe'£teil  fuccours  from  France,  muft  have 
altogether  tended  exceedingly  to  cool  and  to 
e^mbarrafs.  Befides  whicli,  the  oppreffive  and 
tyrannical  conduct  of  the  French  j  particularly  of 
late,  towards  thofe  countries  who  had  received 
them  with  open  arms,  and  to  whom  they  had 
proniifed  lihert^j  and  feace^  had  caufed  a  very 
vonfldcrable  change  among  the  fcnfible  and 
thinking  part  of  the  comaiunity  *,  v/ho  began  at 
length  to  imagine,  they  might  po/Tibly  not  ail 
towards  Ireland  wiih  a  greater  degree  of  difinte- 
reitedn^rs*  Be  that  as  it  ma^,  whea  the  rebclHoa 
did  br^vik  out^  \)xz  pt^oplc  m  general  were  not  fo 
heiiriip  m  the  caufe  as  they  would  very  probably 
IxBve  been  fome  years  before.  And  vrhat,  pcf^ 
haps,  contributed  more  than  any  other  thing  to 
prcvtm^  any  further  attempts,  was,  the  horrid, 
cruelties  commited  by  the  Catholics,  particularly 
in  the  county  of  Wexford ,  which  induced 
fiumbers  of  the  Prefbyterians  to  imagine,  were 
they  even  to  carry  their  point,  the  buflnefs  would 
be  but  half  done,  and  that  they  would  have  to 
fight  the  battle  out  again  with  them — a  fuppofition 
ftrongly  fanftioned  by  the  dying  declaration  of 
Dldey^  a  rebel  leader,  who  was  executed  at 
pelfaft  in  June,  1798. 

May  this  land  never  again  witnefs  a  repetition 
of  fuch  diftrefsful  fcenes  !  And  may  what  has 
s!r  :^?,dy  oaft  make  a  deep  impreffion  on  the  minds 
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'^of  both  governors  and  governed — upon  the  ovmtT 
of  the  foil  and  the  ufeful  cultivator  of  the  land-*- 
teaching  the  one  to  pay  every  juft  attention  to  the 
fair  and  reafonable  wifhes  of  the  people,  and  to 
meliorate,  as  much  as  pofliblei  the  fituation  of 
their  tenantry  (and  much,  much  indeed  of  the 
future  tranquillity  of  the  country,  depends  on  a 
proper  attention  to  this  point)— and  upon  the 
other  hand,  teaching  the  people  not  to  be  fool- 
iihly  carried  away  by  vilionary  and  romantic  ideas 
of  perfection,  that  never  have,  and  never  can  be 
realized  in  any  government  on  the  face  of  th^ 
earth. 


LETT  E  R    XX. 
HacketVtown,  September  12,  179^* 

HAVING  been  requefted  to  give  an  account 
of  the  tremendous  battle  of  HacketVtown,  on 
the  25th  of  June  1798,  which  has  never  yet 
appeared  in  print,  I  fend  it  to  you,  and  yoi^. 
may  rely  on  its  authenticity,  as  I  had  it  from  a 
;]^erfon  who  was  on  the  fpot^  and  in  wlxofe.words^ 
I  give  it  to  you. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  bumble  fervant, 

II3  ON 
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•  ON  Sunday,  the  17th  of  June,  tlie  rebel^i' 
with  Garret  Bvrne  of  Ballymanus,  at  their  head, 
were  proceeding  to  attack  the  town  of  Hacket's- 
to\vn,t  and  had  refoived  to  commence  their  ope- 
rations early  on  the  i8th;  in  order  to  which, 
they  hahed  about  four  miles  diftant,  on  a  hill 
near  the  village  of  Tinahely,  called  Mount  Plea- 
faht,  from  whence  they  refoived  to  proceed  next 
rnorning  at  day  break.  Having  feveral  pieces  of 
artillery,  the  garrifon  would  have  been  an  eafy 
prey  to  them,  had  it  not  been  for  the  interference 
of  Divine  Providence.  The  troops  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood  had  begun  to  march  from  their  ref* 
peftive  quarters,  in  order,  as  was  fuppofed,  to 
lurround  and  entirely  cut  off  the  rebel  forces. 
In  confequence  of  this  motion,  General  Dundas 
marched  with  His  brigade  into  the  town,  about 
two  o'clock,  and  bad  fcarcely  alighted  from  his 
horfe,  when  information  was  brought  that  the 
rebel  forces  had  taken  polRffion  of  Mount  Plea- 
fant,  and  were  deftroying  Tinahely— he  imme- 
diately  ordered  Lord  Roden,  with  his  fine  regi- 
iBent,  Captains  Wainright  and  Hume,  with  their 
yeomen-cavalry,  to  go.  and  reconnoitre';  and  fc?p- 

%  The  r^adir  is  referred  to  PART  the  first,  pag& 
6rjj  for  011  account  of  ike  frjt  attack  at  Hacktti^ 

Teral 
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veral  corps  of  infantry  to  cover  their  retreat,  m 
cafe  they  fliould  be  attacked  and  overpowered  by 
numbers.  As  foon  as  the  reconnoitering  parties 
came  .tolerably  near  them,  the  rebels  fired  fome 
cannon- fliot,  on  which  Lord  Roden  fent  to  Gen. 
Dundas  for  orders,  who  defired  the  parties  imme- 
diately to  retreat  into  the  town.  On  the  retreat 
of  the  troops,  the  rebels  fell  back  to  Kilcavan- 
hill,  within  two  miles  of  Carnew,  where  they 
feemed  refolved  to  await  the  event  of  a  battle. 

On  Monday  the  i8th,  General  Dundas's  bri- 
gade was  under  arms  at  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  marched  at  four.  General  Loftus 
and  his  brigade  alfo  marched  from  Tullow,  and 
joined  General  Dundas  at  Coolattin,  about  two 
miles  and  a  half  from  the  hilL  The  troops  had 
juft  got  within  cannon-fhot,  when  General  Lake 
and  his  fuite  arrived,  and  fhortly  after,  they 
advanced  in  column  to  attack  the  rebels,  who 
wers  very  advantageoufly  pofted  on  the  fommlt 
of  a  very  high  hill  (Kilcavan),  which  comaiaaded 
|l  great  trail  of  country, 

fiJTTLE  OF  KILCAVAN-HILL. 

I .  The  troops  began  by  firing  a  few  large  gum, 
but  without  effeft,  inlbmuch  that  when  the  third 

!  gun  was  difcharged,  the  rebels  gave  three  cheers, 
and  then  began  to  open  a  fmart  fire  on  his 
^ajefty's  forces  •,  and  had  not  the  column  which 

began 
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began  the  attack  been  ordered  into  line,  before 
the  rebels  began  to  fire,  there  muft  have  been 
many  lives  loft — for  their  firft  ftiot  v;ou!d  have 
raked  the  column  from  the  front  to  the  rere  ; 
and  did  adually  plough  up  the  ground  which  had 
not  been  a  minute  receded  from  by  the  troops. 
A  party  then,  wiih  a  howitzer,  got  fomewhat  on 
their  flank,  and  threw  in  a  few  (hells,  which  did 
forae  mifchief;  and  there  were  a  few  fliots  of 
imall  arms  exchanged,  but  without  very  great 
cffeil. — After  which.  General  Lake  thought  it 
prudent  to  retire  to  Carnew  for  the  night,  during 
which  the  rebels  evacuated  the  hill,  and  retreated 
to  Vinegar-hill — to  concentre  them  at  which 
place,  snd  to  cut  them  totally  off,  feemed  to  be 
the  deflre  and  intention  of  the  commanders. 

After  halting  at  Carnew  the  19th,  the  troops 
advanced  towards  Vinegar- hill  ;*  the  refult  of 
which  is  too  well  known  to  require  repetition  -r— . 
I  can  only  fay,  that  the  rebels  being  allowed  to 
cfcape  that  day  from  Vinegar-hill,  was  the  caufe 
of  incalculable  mifchicfs  to  the  country  j — for 
after  their  efcape  they  did  not  confider  that  they 
were  aiiozved  to  get  off,  in  hopes  that  they  would 
be  brought  to  a  itak  of  their  fi;uation,  and 
induced  to  return  to  their  allegiance,  but  imme- 
ciateiy  began  to  undertake  new  plans  of  mifchief. 

*  See  p^RT  the  HRST,  page  74. 

And 
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And  therefore  Garrett  Byrne  collefled  all  his 
ifbrces  at  the  Seven  Churches,  on  the  22d  of 
June,  to  attack  the  town  of  Hacket's-town ; 
•  which  was  a  poft  of  great  confequence,  as  ic  was 
the  key  between  the  counties  of  Wicklow  and 
Carlow  ;  and  being  polTeired  of  that,  they  would 
have  had  great  advantages,  did  they  but  know 
how  to  avail  themfelves  of  them.  Accordingly, 
On  Sunday  morning  the  a 4th,  the  rebel  army, 
^amountmg  to  upwards  of  thirteen  thoufand  men, 
('of  whom  tber.e  were  eleven  fe^jndred  armed  with 
>  'fir^Iocfcs^  and  the  remainder  with  pikes)  loarclted 
forward  to  attack  the  town,,  and!  at  five  oVlockj, 
feE  Mand^f  the  25th,  m  the  morning,  ajppearedi 
Within  a  mie  of  it.  On  the  s^th,  m  the 
t^cwmgi,  fome  ol  the  loyalills-  came  into  the 
t&wUf^  repoEting  that  the  rebels  were  on.  their 
march  i  and  there  were  exprefles  tnfentljr  fenf 
off  ta  beg  affifence  from  all  the  gentlemen'  com- 
manding yeotnenry  corps  in  the  neighbourhood  — 
m  confequence  of  which.  Captain  and  Lieutenant 
Chamney,  with  thirty  men  ;  Lieutenant  Braddel! 
?ind  about  thirty  cavalry,  marched  in  at  half  after 
five  o'clock  on  the  25th;— fo  that  the  whcfe 
garrifon,  confiding  of  fifty  Hacket's-town  infan- 
try, under  the  command  of  Captain  Hardy ; 
forty  Antrim  militia,  under  Lieutenant  Gardiner  j 
thirty  Shillelagh  cavalry,  under  Lieutenant  Brad- 
^ell ;  forty  Talbot's-towa  cavalry,  under  Captain 

Hume  I 
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Hume  ;  and  thirty  Shillelagh  infantry,  under 
Captain  Chamney,  paraded  a  quarter  before  fix, 
and  marched  out  to  meet  the  rebels. 

BATTLE  OF  HACKET^ S-TOWN. 

When  they  came  within  mufquet-lliot,  the 
gsrrifon  began  the  attack  j  but  fuch  was  the 
numbers  of  rebels,  that  they  filed  off  in  different 
diredtions  to  furround  his  Majefty's  forces  •,  which 
obliged  the  two  corps  of  cavalry  to  retreat. 
After  the  departure  of  the  cavalry,  the  infantry, 
amounting  in  all  to  one  hundred  and  twenty 
men,  retreated  into  the  barracks,  refclved  to  fell 
their  lives  as  dearly  as  pofEble. 

In  this  retreat,  poor  Captain  Hardy  received  a 
ballj  which  broke  his  thigh,  and  fome  of  the 
yeomen  fell  \  the  rebels  entered  into  the  town  in 
all  directions,  fet  fire  to  every  houfe  but  one,  by 
the  fpecial  orders  of  Garret  Byrne,  and  threw 
the  gallant  but  unfortunate  Hardy,  ftill  alive, 
into  the  flames — by  which  a  moft  valuable  life 
was  loft  to  his  country  and  friends,  and  a  confi- 
derable  fum  of  money,  which  he  carried  about 
hiin,  was  loft  to  his  family. 

The  Rev.  Mr-  Magee,  a  moft  decided  adlive 
maaiurate,  had  with  a  few  lovalifts  thrown  them- 
felves  into  a  houfe,  which  flood  on  an  eminence 
and  completely  flaiiked  the  barracks ; — in  thi$ 

houfe 


hoLife  Mr.  Fenton,  Lieutenant  of  Mr.  Hume's 
cavalry,  was  confined  by.  a  fevere  fall  he  got  a 
few  days  before  in  charging  the  rebels  ,  Mrs. 
Magee  and  her  children  ^  Mrs.  Fenton  and  her 
children  ;  and  many  others,  who  had  fled  thither 
for  prote£l:ion,  were  affembled-— fortunately  there 
was  fome  powder  and  three  mufquets  in  the 
houfe,  and  Mr.  Magee  and  the  loyalifts  made 
every  preparation  for  a  fpirited  and  vigorous  de- 
fence. 

At  five  in  the  morning  the  attack  commenced, 

and  the  rebels  proceeded  to  the  barracks  ;  they 

met  a  moft  warm  reception  from  the  troops,  and 

from  the   fire  of  two  excellent  markfmen   (who 

had  thrown  themfelves  into  the  houfe,  through 

adefire  of  affifting  their  neighbour,  Mr.  Fenton), 

and   who,  by  taking  the  rebels  in  flank,  threw 

I  them  into  great   diforder ;    but  fuch   was   their 

'I numbers,  frefh  forces  flill  poured  dov/n,  and  the 

''ll^ttle  raged  with  uneeafing  fury  until  two  o'clock^ 

%be  rebels  conftantly  throwing  their  wounded  men 

'"•'into  the  burning  houfes,   caufed  a  horrid  flench, 

^jAt  length  the  rebels   perceived  that  whilfl  t/j/s 

\hoiife  was   occupied   they  had  no  chance  of  fuc- 

^^'jceedlng  againfl:   the  barracks;    they,   therefore, 

i^'ideferted  their  attack  on  the  barracks,  and  foicly 

'^^jdirefted  it  againfl   what  might   be  well  termed 

^WjJFORT  MAGEE  !  The  noted  Re-jncldsy  who  had 

^'-  commanded 
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coir«manded  at  the  attack  of  Naas,  kad,  on  Iiorfc- 
back,  a  deTperate  party  to  the  rere  of  the  houfe, 
vrhllft  another  approached  the  front,  under  cover 
cf  a  horfe  and  car  with  a  heap  of  beds.  Imme- 
diately Mr.  Magee  had  the  roof  of  the  houfc 
ftrippedi  and  got  the  markfn^en  in  the  upper 
(lory,  who  then  overlooked  the  rebels  who  were 
behind  the  beds,  and  foon  difpatched  them  ;  and 
then  turning  to  tl\e  rere,  Rey>iolds  was  brought  to 
the  ground  by  a  fliot  through  the  belly  *,  on 
which  the  afTdilants  of  the  houfe,  who  had  fur- 
vived  the  attack,  fled,  leaving  the  car  and  beds 
behind  them,  and  a  confiderable  number  of  flain. 
From  this  period  the  fire  of  the  affailants  began 
to  flacken,  but  they  were  repeatedly  rallied  and 
brought  back  to  certam  difcomfiture,  until  kvta 
o'clock,  when  they  finally  retreated,  firfl:  butch- 
ering every  Ioyalitl:.(man,  woman  and  child)  they 
could  meet. 

The  heroic  courage  difphyed  by  two  ladies,^ 
the  wife  II    and  daughter  of  Lieutenant  Fenton, 
Gcftrves  particular  notice — he  had  flruggled  out 
of  bed  to  a  chair,  where  he  fpent  the  day  making 
cartridges,  whiift  his  wnfe  and  daughter  (a  beau 
tiful  girl)  were  encouraging,   by  their    conduct,Bi, 
theh*  few  but  gallant  defenders  5  and  when  theirl^ 

I    Sljkr  to  Capiain  Razafon  cf  the  Athy  LoyaUfA 
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'  ammunition  began  to  fail,  thcfe  ladles  melted 
der/n  feme  pewter  into  balls,  and  wei*e  almaft 
conftantly  adminiftcring  nrteat,  wine,  and  water, 
to  the  poor  fellows,  who  were  exhaufted  with 
fatigii'C  and  thirft  from  the  flames  of  the  adjacent 
houfes,  and  the  fmoke  confl-antly  driving  into  the 
windows. — The  two  principal  markfmen  in  the 
houfe  were  men  of  a  very  religious  caft,  and  they 
never  fired  a  (hot  without  fome  pious  ejaculation^ 
which  appeared  toT^e  accepted  by  Providence ;  as 
they  never  pulled  a  trigger  without  good  effect; 
frequently,  with  the  pewter  bullets,  bringing  down 
four  and  five  at  a  time  !  The  whole  of  this  tvon- 
jtferfal  defence  was  conduftcd  from  the  houfe, 
without  a  drop  of  blood  being  fpilled,  fave  a 
flight  wound  i  i  the  face,  wliich  Mrs.  Fenton's 
father  (Mr.  Rawfon)  received.  The  conduft  of 
Lieutenant  Gardiner,  and  the  brave  men  under 
his  command,  is  above  all  pnalfe  \  and  they  alfo 
cfcaped  with  a  very  trifling  lofs. 

'When  the  rebels  retreated,  the  garrifon  confi- 
flered  it  would  be  imprudent  to  continue  longer 
in  their  prefent  fituation  ;  it  was  then  determined 
to  march  for  Tullow  (eight  miles),  but  the  diffi- 
xulty  was,t  he  removal  of  Lieutenant  Fenton— 
here  thefioger  of  Blrine  Providence  appeared 
i^ery  confjpkuGUS-5  for,  but. for  the  horfe  and  beds^ 

j  ^no  other  being  to  be  had),  he  could  not  be  re- 

'  moved. 

S  Worn 
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Worn  down  with  fatigue,  their  prcpertics  all 
deftroycd,  but  with  hearts  overflowing  with  gra- 
titude to  the  Great  Difpofer  of  events,  for  their 
wonderful  deliverance,  the  loyalists,  men,  women 
and  children,  arrived  fafe  at  Tullow,  where  they 
experienced  every  comfort  the  liberal  inhabitants 
could  beflow. 

In  the  houfe  with  the  loyalifts,  during  the 
whole  of  the  engagement,  were  the  wives  of 
Garret  Byrne  and  of  the  rebel  General  Perry. 
Brave  fouls  will  always  be  generous — they  were 
treated  with  every  attention  and  refpecl. 

The  difcomfited  rebels  next  day  burned  the 
barracks  and  ftores,  and  laid  wafte  the  houfes  of 
the  loyalifts  for  many  miles  round. — Lieutenant 
Fenton's  houfe  and  large  property  were  entirely 
deflroyed. 

Few  events,  in  the  courfe  of  the  rebellion, 
ought  to  make  the  loyalifts  more  confirmed  in 
their  adoration  of  that  sopreme  being,  whofe 
flrong  arm  has,  in  this  extraordinary  inftance, 
Ihewed  the  wicked,  that  <«  the  battle  is  not  to  the 
ftrong."  And  it  fhould  convince  the  rebelliou?, 
that  while  their  works  are  evil,  they  will  never 
meet  fucccfs.  Alay  the  loyalijis  endeavour  to  fecure  a 
€cniinnaiion  of  fuch  ivonderful  interventions  of  Pro^ 
^ence  in  their  favour  I 

LETTER 
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LETTER    XXL 

'P^  Rathangan,  Sept.  12,  1799. 

Sir, 

AS  you  have  not  been  lb  fortunate  as  to  pro- 
cure the  particulars  at  Rathangan,  I  fend  you  a 
jbriei  ftatemcnt. 

,  The  late  Mr.  Spencer,  who  commanded  the 
J^aihangan  yeomenry,  was  unfortunate  in  ap- 
pointing a  Mr.  Molloy  lieutenant  of  his  corps,  a 
Roman  Catholic  and  a  rebel,  who  was  hanged  for 
the  active  part  he  took  at  Rathangan,  andwhofe 
influence  had  the  moft  baneful  effeft,  in  feducing 
from  their  allegiance  the  principal  part  of  the 
cavalry — I  mentioa  this,  to  account  for  the  poor 
fupport  Mr.  Spencer  received  from  his  corps. 

On  Saturday,  the  26th  of  May,  his  houfe  was 
attacked  by  a  numerous  banditti,  headed  by 
Captain  Darley  (a  tenant  of  his  own),  and  every 
promife  of  fafety  held  out  if  he  would  furrender  % 
but  the  inftant  the  doors  were  opened  the  villains 
rulhed  in,  and  murdered  him  and  three  loyal 
proteftants— the  reft  of  the  people,  being  Roman 
Catholics,  were  not  injured  in  the  leaft.  They 
then  marched  with  great  exultation  to  the  towr* 
of  Rathangan,  bringing  Mrs.  Spencer  with  them^ 
s^nd  immediately  held  out  the  fame  falfe  promifei^ 
S  2  t^ 
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to  Captnin  Moore   (who  had  tak^^n  refuge  with  a 
part  of  the  infantry  who  were  loyal,  in  his  houfc), 
and  unfortunately  fucceeded — he  judging  of  them 
from  his  own  honed  good  heart.     A  thoufand 
oaths  they  fvvore,  that  not  a  hair  of   their  heads 
fhould  be  injured,  if  they  gave  up  their  arms 
and  furrendered  ;  but  the  moment  they  opened 
the  door  they  were  feized,  and  with  mofl  violent  i 
execrations  aVi   murdered    in   the   ftreet  • — poor  f 
Mrs.    Spencer,  fvlrs.   Moore  ;   in  fhort,   all   the 
unfortunate  females  of  the  town  looking  on  at 
the  dreadful  butchery  of  their  huibands,  fathers, 
brothers,  and  friends.     Eighteen  were  thus  maf- 
facred,  a!!  Froiefants!  not  a  fingle  Roman  Ca*; 
tholic  hurt,  although  there  were  Ibme  of  them! 
in  the  houfe  with  Mr.  Moore.     The  rebels  re-| 
xnained   in  undifturbed  poflefScn  of  the  town 
until  Monday  morning,  when  a  detachment  ofj 
the  7th    dragoons,    and    fome   yeomenry  from 
Tullamore,   attacked  them,  but  were   beat  off,f 
with  the  lofs  of  one  ofEcer  m.ade  prifoner,  four- 
privates  and  two  yeomen  killed.     This  gave  them! 
fach  favage  confidence,  that  they  were  determined 
to  put  every  Proteftant  to  death ;  but  fortunately 
for  ihemy  Colonel  Longneld,  with  a  detachment 
of  the  City  of  Cork  militia,  two   curricle  guns, 
and  a  part  of  the  5th  dragoons,  or  green  horfc, 
•arrived,  and  cleared  tlif  town  of  tbofe  mlfcrcants 


in  a  few  hours  after,  killing  about  fifty  of  them> 
without  the  lofs  of  a  man,  and  but  two  or  three 
wounded.  If  any  thing  further  occurs  to  you, 
n^ceflary  for  your  information,  I  fhall  be  happy 
in  communicating  it  to  you,  if  in  my  power. 

I  remain,  Sir, 

Tf  our  obtdient  fcrvant. 


LETTER    XXIL 

Athy,  Sept.  17,  2799* 
Sir, 

THE  firft  part  of  your  Narrative  of  the  Irifh 
rebellion  informs  me,  wc  are  foon  to  be  favoured 
with  a  continuation  of  thofe  melancholy,  yet 
highly  interefting  events,  which  occurred  in  the 
year  1798.  Should  you  not  have  received  the 
particulars  of  the  attack  at  Vrovidence^  Qu^een^s- 
county,  I  make  bold  to  tranfmit  you  a  fummary 
thereof ;  fully  afiured  (though  it  ftiould  appear  to 
fonae  unintereftingj  it  will  be  gratefully  received 
in  that  part  of  the  kingdom. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  May, 

1798,  a  party  of   rebels,    fifteen  hundred  and 

upwards,  attacked  the  houfe  of  the  Rev.  John 

Whitty  of  Providmce,    There  were  in  the  houfe 

S3  at 
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at  the  time  15  Proteftants  of  the  Slleumargue  ca« 
valry — thefe  brave  fellows  withftood  the  fury  of 
the  enemy  :  for  upwards  of  two  hours  thej  kept 
up  an  iaceflant  fire  from  the  windows,  which 
galled  the  aflaffins  very  much.  The  firing  from 
within  having  ccafed,  the  rebels  concluded 
the  ammunition  was  expended,  and  were  proceed- 
Jng  to  fet  fire  to  the  hall  door,  by  means  of  feve* 
ral  loads  of  ftraw  brought  thither  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  when  they  were  fruftrated  by  the  intrepi- 
dity of  Mr.  Whitty  who  leaped  out  of  a  parlour 
window,  ihot  two  fellows  in  the  aft  offanuing 
the  ftraw — a  third  on  approaching  Mr.  Whitty 
xnet  the  fame  fate.  Mr.  W.  jumped  into  the 
parlour  window,  exclaiming  '^  the  rebelly  af* 
fafins  never  made  a  ball  to  kill  me." 

I  fhould  not  omit  informing  you  of  the  con- 
dudt  of  Mr.  Duigan  whofe  name  I  have  feen  in 
your  X  Firjl  Part  of  this  Narrative.  Being  ap- 
prifed  of  the  attack  on  Mr.  Whitty's  houfe,  he 
rode  off  to  Stradbally,  and  made  known  the  fitu- 
ation  of  his  friends  j  when  Lieut.  CoL  Fane  with 
a  party  of  the  4th  dragoons,  and  fome  of  the 
Stradbally  yeomenry  fet  off  to  relieve  this  fmall 
garrifon  at  Providence  :  but  the  rebels  prepared 
againft  a  furprife,  had  fixed  their  out-pofts  at  all 
the  contiguous  avenues,  by  whom  information 
was  brought  them  of  the  approach  of  the  army,.^  '* 

They 
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They  immediately  retreated   up  to  Cappalug-hlll, 
Jetting  fire  to  eyery   protellant   houfe   in    their 
way,   leaving   15  dead,  and   a  great  quantity  of 
spikes.     Numbers  muft  have  been  wounded. 

The  fufferers  who  efcaped  from  their  habita- 
tions (let  on  fire),  experienced  a  fafe  afykun,  and 
every  poflible  attention,  from  Peter  Gale,  Efqj 
of  Ailifieldj  to  whofe  houfe  they  flocked  in 
numbers — men,  women,  and  children. 
'  The  loyalifts  had  one  man  killed  (named 
Furney),  going  exprefs  to  Stradbally :  he  was 
furrounded  by  a  fet  of  rebels,  near  Caftletown- 
church,  who  piked  him  in  a  dreadful  manner — 
he  fought  gallantly;  efcaped  from  them,  and 
rode  near  a  mile,  when  he  fell  from  his  horfe, 
and  expired  near  the  avenue  gate  of  Coohnoull. 
(His  brother,  J.  Furney,  was  wounded  from  a 
ball  that  grazed  his  face).  Had  he  ufed  the  fame 
1  precaution  of  his  comrade,  named  Empy,  who 
nearly  met  the  fame  fate,  he  probably  might 
have  furvlved. — He  lay  fainting  on  the  road  with 
the  lofs  of  blood— having  afl^ed  fome  women 
for  water  to  drink,  which  they  refufed  ,  he  then 
begged  of  them,  for  God's  fake,  to  fend  for  a 
prieft,  that  he  was  dying ,  they  immediately 
brought  him  in,  and  adminiitered  every  relief  in 
their  power,  by  which  means  he  recovered. 

Yours,  &c, 
FRENCH 


{     ace    > 
FRENCH  INVASION, 

AND 

SECOND  INSURRECTION  IN  IRELAND. 


REBELLION  had  almoft  been  fuppreiTcd  n 
Ireland,  through  the  eflfedtual  means  uniformly 
adapted  throughout  the  kingdom,  by  order  of 
government,  which  was  hkeiy  to  ha^e  been  fac- 
cceded  by  peace  and  tranquillity,  till  intelii^ence 
of  the  arriv.il  of  a  French  force  was  circulated. 
This  foon  evinced  to  the  loyalifts  that  the  expiring 
embers  would  again  revive,  if  not  immediately 
extinguifhed,  as  the  fequel  will  fully  prove.  The 
blood- thirfty  and  rapacious  difpofition,  which, 
previous  to  this,  had  marked  with  the  ftrongeft 
traits  of  barbarity,  the  ferocious  character  of  an 
internal  foe  ;  and  v/hich  condufted  them  forward 
to  commit,  on  thofe  who  had  the  misfortune  to* 
fall  into  their  clutches,  fiich  deeds  of  cruelty  !  of 
v/anton  cruelty  !  as  human  nature  muft  ihudder 
at  the  recital  of,  again  roufed  and  called  forth 
into  aclion,  thofe  brave  fellov/s,  v?ho,  under 
Divine  aid,  p:oved  the  saviours  of  Ireland. — 
To  them  were  addreffed  the  following  lines  here 
introduced. 

POEMr 
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POEM, 


TUNE — RULE  BRITANNIA. 


AGAIlSr  to  feek  our  emerald  ifle, 

The  frantic  Gaul  direfts  his  way  5^ 
Even  now  his  feet  the  land  defile, 
Even  now  I  hear  fad  Erin  fay,^ 
*<  Once  more  arife  yc  patriot  hznd^ 
**  Avengers  of  your  native  land.'* 

II. 

«*  By  all  the  Gelds  your  fathers  won, 

*<  By  all  the  blood  yourfelves  have  flied^ 
"  Let  every  fire  exhort  his  Ton 
«^  To  emulate  the  mighty  dead  : 
<<  Then  fhall  arife  the  patriot  band, 
^*  Avengers  of  their  native  land. 

III. 

u  By  Wexford's  bridge  begrim'd  with  blood, 

^'  The  fcene  of  many  a  murderous  day, 
^*  While  filver  Slaney*s  trembling  flood 
<^  Ran  blufhing  crimfon  to  the  fea  ! 
*^  To  vengeance  rife,  ye  patriot  band, 
^^  To  vengeance  for  your  native  land. 
IV. 
''^  By  Ennifcorthy's  blood-ftain'd  hill, 
^^  Where  many  a  loyal  hero  lies, 

^*Bf 
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<w  By  Rcfs's  ftreets  and  Fowkes's  mllli 
*<  Once  more,  my  fons,  to  glory  rife  ) 
*<  Tis  Erin  calls  her  patriot  band, 
<<  Avengers  of  their  native  land. 

V.      ^^-'-^^--^-^'^ 

^  By  the  fad  matron's  piercing  fcreams, 
<*  That  mingle  with  her  cl\ildrens'  cries ; 

..«  From  Scullabogue's  dctefted  flames, 

,  <«  And  claim  their  vengeance  from  the  Ikies. 
*•  Tls  Erin  calls  her  patriot  band^ 
^^  Avengers  of  their  native  land." 
VI. 
Tes,  by  thofe  gory  fields  we  fwear, 

By  every  immolated  friend, 
The  loyal  banner  ftill  to  rear. 

Our  King  and  Country  to  defend, 
.  Since  Erin  calls  her  patriot  band, 
Avengers  of  tJieup  native  land. 


LETTER     XXIII.  ' 

KiLLALA,  October  2;   179J. 

WERE  I  to  attempt  a  detail  of  each  occur- 
rence relative  to  the  landing  of  the  French  at 
this  place,  until  they  were  forwarded  to  Dublin 
(by  the  canal),  together  with  the  proceedings  and 
f^te  of  the  infatuated  rebels  who  joined  them,  I 

fear 
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I  fear  it  would  be  found  too  prolix  for  your  prefent 
purpofe.  You  fay  you  have  pledged  yourfelf  to* 
the  nation,  to  be  minute  in  your  second  tart — 
the  following,  I  hope,  will  fcrve  your  purpofe 
and  afford  fatisfaftion. 

Yours,  &c.  D.  T; 


AMIDST  all  the  horrors  of  the  rebellion  (the 

;  fubjeft  of  your  Narrative,)  previous  to  the  French 

i  invaiion,  this  province  (Gonnaught),  happily  for"^ 

us,   proved   tolerably    quiet — nor   fhould   we,   I 

fuppofe,  have  been  otherwife,  but  for  the  landing 

of  the    French,    on  the   22d   of  Auguft,  1798, 

from  three  frigates  and  a  brig,  to  the  number  of 

1000  at  kaft,  near  Klllala,  under  Gen.  Humbert,  §> 

with  a   number   of  officers,  and  fome  pieces  of 

artillery.     They  immediately   proceeded  for  this 

!  town — defeated  and  took  prifoners  a  party  of  the* 

P.  of  WalesV  fencible  infantry,  commanded   by 

Lt.  Silles,  who  with  a  few  of  our  yeomen-cavalry,^ 

boldly  attempted   to  flop  their  progrefs ;    three. 

or  four  loyalifts  were  killed.     The  French  loft  no 

time  in  making  themfelves  mafters  of  Killala^-- 

jj  ■  ■ 

I      §  General   Humbert  ivas  accompanied  in  this  et^-* 

:pedit(on  by  fome  difaffeBed  IriJJjmen^  who  had  received 
connmOwns  in  the  French  fer vice  ;  fome  of  whom 
nfleriu ards  forfeited  their    lives — a  jujl  puni/Jjment 

I  fir  their  bafe  treachery. 

i  ' ■  *  the' 
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the  Bifhop's  palace  was  furrounded  by  the  Frencli, 
-and  a  number  of  rebels,  fome  in  an  uniform  pro-^ 
vided  by  their  new  friends.  Nothing  could  ex- 
ceed the  confternation  which  prevailed  through-^ 
out  the  town— the  loyalifts  every  moment  expecl- 
ing  to  be  butchered  in  cold  blood  •,  men^  women, 
and  children  drowned  in  tears,  attempting  to 
eicape,  but  in  vain  !  Every  avenue  leading  from 
Klilala,  was  thronged  by  rebels  making  in  to 
receive  \,\xq  fraterfial  embrace^  whofe  eyes  indica- 
ted ike  malignity  of  their  hearts — no  ane  was 
permitted  to  depart,  but  on  buflnefs  which  con«« 
cerned  the  invaders.  The  Billiop  of  Killalay 
Dean  Thompfon,  Dr.  Ellifon,  and  fome  othei 
clergymen,  with  their  families,  were  taken  prifo* 
ners  and  confined  to  the  BiQiop's  palace,  birfr 
were  all  treated  extremely  well  by  the  Frenchii 
oScer  commanding,  * 

The  following  printed  DECLARATION  was 
profufely  ftrcwed  throughout  the  ftreets,  and 
read  with  avidity  by  their  ignorant  dupe?. 

LIBERTY,    EQTJALITY,     FRATERNITY^ 
UNION  ! 
Ip.ishmen, 

YOU  have  not  forgot  Bantry  Bay — you  kno^ 
\V:iiut  efforts  France  has  made  togffift  you.     Hcrj 

affrctionl 
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arfe£Hons  for  you,  her  defire  for  avenging  your 
wrongs,    and  enfuring  your  independence,   can 
never  be  impaired. 

'  Aft^r  feveral   unfuccefsful    attempts,    behold 
Frenchmen  arrived  amongft  you. 

They  come  to  fupport  yeur  courage,  to  (hare 
your  dangers,  to  join  their  arms,  and  to  mix  their 
blood  with  yours  In  the  facred  caufe  of  liberty] 
They  arc  the  forerunners  cf  other  Frenchmen, 
whom  you  fiiall  foon  infold  in  your  arms. 

Brave  Irishmen,  our  caufe  is  common  ;  like 
you,  we  abhor  the  avaricious  and  blood-thirfly 
policy  of  an  cppreffive  government ;  like  you, 
wc  hold  as  indefeafible  the  right  of  all  nations  to 
liberty  ;  like  youj  we  are  perfuaded  that  the  peace 
of  the  world  (hall  ever  be  troubled,  as  long  as 
the  Britifh  Miniftry  is  fuffered  to  make  Vv^ith  im- 
puaity  a  traffic  of  the  induftry,  labour,  and  blood 
of  the  people. 

But  exclufive  of  the  fame  interefts  which  unite 
11S5  we  have  powerful  motives,  to  love  and  defc-id 
you. 

Have  wc  not  been  the  pretext  of  the  cruelty 
cxercjfed  agalnft  you  by  the  Cabinet  of  St. 
James's  ?  The  heartfelt  intereft  you  have  fhewn 
in  the  grand  events  of  our  revolution — Has  it 
not  been  imputed  to  you  as  a  crime  ?  Arc  not 
tortures  and  death  continually  hanging  over  fuch 
T  0f 
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of  you  as  are  barely  fufpc£led  of  being  oaf 
friends  ?  Let  us  unite,  therij  and  march  to  glory, 
IV'e  f IV ear  the  mojl  inviolable  refpeEt  for  your 
properties^  your  /awSy  and  nil  your  religious  opinions^ 
Be  free  ;  be  ir.flers  in  your  own  country.  TVe  look 
for  no  other  conquefi  than  that  ef  your  liherty^'^no 
other  fuccejs  than  yours. 

The  moment  of  breaking  your  chains  is  ar- 
rived;  our  triumphant  troops  are  row  flying  to 
the  extremities  of  the  earth,  to  tear  up  the  roots 
of  the  wealth  and  tyranny  of  our  enemies.  That 
frightful  ColoiTus  is  mouldering  away  in  every" 
part.  Can  there  be  any  Irifhman  bafe  enough  to 
Icparate  himfelf  at  fuch  a  happy  conjuncture  front 
the  grand  interefls  of  his  country  ?  If  fuch  there 
be,  brave  friends,  let  him  be  chafed  from  the 
country  he  betrays,  and  let  his  property  become 
tlie  reward  of  thofe  generous  men  Vi^ho  know 
hew  to  fight  and  die. 

Iiifhmen,  recollecl  the  late  defeats  which  your 
enemies  have  experienced  from  the  French  \  rc^ 
colledl  the  plains  of  Honfcoote,Toulon,  QuiberoHi 
and  Oftend  ^  recoUedt  America,  free  from  the. 
moment  flie  wiihed  to  be  fo. 

The  conreft  between  you  and  your  oppreiTorS 
caDnct  be  long. 

Union  !  Liberty  !  the  Irifh  Republic  ! — fucE 
IS  our  fiiout.  Let  us  march.  Our  hearts  are 
devoted  to  you ;  our  glory  is  in  your  happinefs. 

The 
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,  The  principal  French  officers  continued  in  the 
palace — the  remainder  of  the  force  were  diftribu- 
ted  throughout  the  houfes  ;  the  French  were 
very  folicitous  to  be  fupplied  v/ith  the  very  bed 
provilions,  and  we  found  it  our  intereft  to  grant 
them  all  they  required  for  to  fecure  our  lives, 
daily  threatned  by  the  rebels.  That  they  attempt- 
ed the  deftruftion  of  the  loyalifts  wherever  an 
opportunity  oftered  ib  publicly  acknowledged^ 
tvcn  hy  Gen.  Humhert  in  his  letter  to  the  prefi- 
dent  of  the  court  martial  before  whom  the  traitor 
TecUng  was  tried  ;  in  endeavouring    to  exculpate 

^  him  healTerts  <<  Tecling  by  his  bravery  and  gene- 

«*  rous  condudl   has  prevented   in  all  the  towns 

^i  **  thro'  which  we  have  paffed  the  infiirgenfs  from 

.^  **  proceeding  to  the  moft  cruel  escelies" — Yes 
my  friend,  the  extirpation  of  all  who  profeiTed 
themfelves  inimical   to  their  diabolical  meafures, 

'  was  invariably  to  have  been  adapted. 

The    vefiels    which   brought  our  unwelcome 
guefts   failed   from  Killala  the   24th~probably 

.  they  were  intended  to  be  employed  on   a  fecond 

:  expedition.     It  will  be  readily  admitted  that  our 

.  lituation  during  the  time  of  our  captivity  was  very 
alarming; — ignorant  of  the  ftate  of  the  Kingdom, 
expofed  to  the  infults  of  the  rebels— concluding 
from  the  accounts  in  hourly  circulation,  that  the 
government  had  been  overturned— alfo  that  an 
additional  French  force  would  immediately  ar- 
T  %  rive. 


(     ^oi     ) 

tive,  we  wbuld   have  preferred   natural  death  16  \ 
fuch  a  ftate  of  fufpenfe. 

Such  was  the  encreafing  infolence  arid  thirft 
for  our  blood,  that  the  prifoners  in  the  palace 
could  only  have  efcaped  the  rebels  by  receiving 
arms,  &c.  from  the  officer  commanding  at  the 
palace. — This  you  will  meet  in  the  ofRcial  bulle* 
tin  to  v/hich  I  refer  you,  Sir,  for  a  faithful  accouBt 
of  our  deliverance. 


1 


Dublin  Castle,  28th  September,  1798. 
BfiiraBs  of  Letters  from  Major  General  Trench  ^  i9 
Captain  Taylor y  private  Secretary  to  his  Excellency 
the  Lord  Lieutenant^   dated  Camp^  near  Killalla^ 
the  i^th  and  26th  injlant. 

Sir,  y 

«  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  for  the 
information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieut, 
that  previous  to  my  leaving  Caftlebar  on  Satur- 
day the  2 2d  inftant,  I  had  ordered  Lord  Portar-, 
lington  with  the  regiment  under  his  command, 
forty  of  the  24th  light  dragoons.  Captain 
O'Hara's,  Captain  Wynne*s,  and  Captain  Crof- 
ion's  corps  of  yeomenry,  to  meet  me  at  Ballina,- 
at  ten  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning  from  Sligo.  I. 
alfo  ordered  the  Armagh  millitia,  con/ifling  of 
^bove  three  hundred  men,  under  Major  Achefon, 
to  proceed  from  Foxford,    and  (o  o-operate  with 
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ms  at  the  fame  hour.     I  marclied  with  the  Rox- 
burgh light     dragoons,   three   hundred  of    the 
Downlhire,  the  Kerry  regiment,  the  Prince  of 
Wales^s  fencibles,  and  two  curricle  guns,  with  the 
Tyrawly  cavalry,  by  the  Barhague  road,  and  or- 
dered Colonel  Frafer,  with  three  hundred  of  his 
'  regiment,   to   march   from    Newport,  where    I 
i  had  detached  him  on  Friday,  in  order  if  pofllble, 
I  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  rebels.     The  forces 
i  under  Lord  Portarlington  had  been  frequently  at- 
i  tacked  on  their  march>  and  Major  Achefon  was 
!  attacked  by  a  large  body  of  Rebels  at   Foxford. 

I  On  every  occafion  they  have  been  difperfed  with 
(laughter. 

On  my  arrival  at  Ballina,  I  found  that  the 
town  had  been  evacuated  by  the  rebels,  and  was 
occupied  by  the  forces  under  Lord  Portarlington, 

I I  immediately  marched,  without  halting,  for 
this  place.  At  about  two  miles  from  the  town 
lour  advanced  guard  was  fired  upon  by  that  of 
the  rebels.  Finding  that  Ballina  was  in  our  pof- 
feffion,  and  hearing  that  the  rebels  had  retreated 
to  Killalla,  I  ordered  the  Kerry  regimenit  of  mili- 
tia, with  the  detachment  of  the  24th  light  dra- 
igoons,  the  Tyrawly,  and  Captain  Wynne's  corps 
of  yeomen  cavalry,  to  proceed  by  a  forced  march 
to  Kiilaila,  by  Rappa,  which  they  performed  with 
zeal  and  difpatch,  as  they  entered  the  town  at 
one  end  as  our  advanced  guard  entered  it  on  the 

I  T  3  other^ 
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Other,  and  maintained  a  quick  and  well  dire£\ed 
fire  on  the  rebels,  who  fled  m  all  direftions. 

The  officers  and  men  under  mj  command, 
behaved  with  zeal,  fpirit,  and  aftivity ;  and  I 
feel  myfelf  much  indebted  to  their  exertions.  I 
derived  much  advantage  from  fifty  men  of  the 
Downfhire  regiment  of  militia,  trained  by  Major 
Matthews  as  {harp  (hooters,  and  who,  under  his 
command,  with  a  party  of  the  Roxburgh  light 
dragoons,  formed  my  advanced  guard.  To  Lieut. 
Col.  Elliot,  who,  with  forty  of  the  Roxburgh, 
charged  through  the  town,  I  feel  much  indebted. 
I  muft  alfo  beg  leave  to  mention,  in  a  particular 
manner,  the  affiftance  which  I  derived  from  Mr. 
'Ormfby,  of  Gortnoraby,  who,  by  his  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  country  through  which  IpaiTed, 
and  its  inhabitants,  was  of  the  greateft  fervice. 
I  alfo  owe  much  to  Mr.  Orme.  of  Abbytown,  j| 
and  ieveral  other  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  difturbed  country. 

Upon  entering  the  town  of  Killala,  I  pro* 
ceeUed  to  the  palace  of  the  bilhcp,  v^ho  I  much 
feared  had  fuffered  from  the  rage  of  the  rebels,'! 
but  was  happy  to  find  him  and  his  family  in 
fafety,  but  preferved  from  their  violence  only  by  \ 
the  authority  which  Charoft,  the  French  com- 
jRandant  of  the  town,  poflcfled  over  them,  but 
vhkh  was  beginning  rapidly  to  decline  before  wc  \ 

arrived^ 
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'  arrived,  mfomuch,  that  he  was  obliged  to  arm 
himfelf,  and  the  other  French  officers,  with  a 
number  of  carbines,  which  he  delivered  up 
loaded  in  his  room :  the  bifbop,  his  family,  and 
fcrvants,  were  armed  in  the  like  manner,  by 
him,  and  ferved  out  with  ammunition,  in  order 
to  protedl  them  from  the  threatened  violence  of 
the  rebels.  At  the  palace,  the  head-quarters  of 
the  commandant,  I  found  two  hundred  and  fe- 
venty  barrels  of  powder. 

Having  heard  late  on  the  night  of  the  twenty- 
fourth  inft.  that  the  rebels  were  aflembling  in 
great  numbers  at  a  place  called  the  Lacken,  I 
marched  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-fifth  in 
that  diredlion ;  they  fled  and  difperfed  on  our 
approach,  but,  by  the  aftivity  of  the  men,  fcveral 
were  overtaken,  between  fifty  and  fixty  were 
killed,  all  in  arms,  and  five  taken  priibners. 
Amongft  the  killed  were  feveral  in  French  uni- 
forms. I  did  not  return  here  till  nine  o'clock 
laft  night.  The  men  bore  a  fatiguing  march  of 
fourteen  hours  with  zeal  and  Jpirit.  Bellew  and 
Burke  were  hanged  yefterday,  by  the  fentence  o£ 
a  general  court-martial.  Five  men  came  in  and 
furreadered  tlieir  arms  this  morning,  under  the 
proclamation  •,  I  truft  that  their  example  will  be 
followed  by  many  others. 
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P.  S.     In  our  dirferent  ai^ions  with  the  rebels 

they  loft   between  five  and    fix  hundred  men. 
We  ioft  but  one  man. 

J.  TRENCH, 
Major  of  Brigade, 

That  our  vijiiors  were  prepoflefled  in  behalfi 
of  the  loyaHfts,  and  particularly  of  the  Biihop 
of  Klllala  and  thofe  confined  with  him  in 
his  pnlace,  is  evident  from  General  Humbert's 
letter,  wbich  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  concur  is 
worthy  of  being  recorded  in  your  Narrative. 
It  is  as  follows : 


TO  THE  LORD  BISHOP  OF  KILLALA. 

Dover,  October  26,  179S. 
My  Lordy 

On  the  point  of  returning  to  France,   I  think 
it  incumbent   on   me    to   teftify  in   a  particular 
manner,    the  fentiments  with  which  you   have  > 
uniformly  infpired  me. 

From  the  moment  that  I  had  the  opportunity 
of  being  acquainted  with  you,  I  ceafed  not  to 
regret  that  chance,  and  my  duty  as  a  foldier, 
obliged  me,  by  carrying  the  fcourge  cf  war  into 
your  neighbourhood,  to  difturb  the  domefiic  fe- 
licity which  you  enjoyed,  and  to  which  you  were 

every 
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fivery  way  entitled — I  fhould  be  happy  indeed,  rf 

on  my  return  to  my  country,  I  might  flatter  my- 

felf  that  I  had  acquired  fome  pretenfions  to  your 

cfteem.     Independently  of  the  particular  reafons 

I  have  for  loving  and  refpefling  you,  the  defer Ip- 

i  tion  that  citizen  Charoft  has  given  me  of  all  your 

i  afts  of  goodnefs  to  him  and  his  ojEcers,  as  well 

j  before  as  after  the  retaking  of  Killala,   muft   for 

j  ever  claim  from  me  the  tribute  of  efteem  and 

;  gratitude.     I  beg  the  favour  of  your  LordQiip  to 

\  accept  this  acknowledgement  of  it,  and  to  iliare 

it  with  your  valuable  family. 

I  am,  with  the  higheil  refpeft, 
My  Lord, 

Your  tnoft  humble  fervant> 
IIUMBERT. 

Tou  may  cafily  concciv?  the  happinefs  that 
fucceeded  upon  our  being  liberated — joy  fparkled 
from  every  loyal  countenancc^^ — thofe  who  bad 
(Undergone  fo  painful  a  reparation,  nov;r  felt  the 
felicity  of  the  reftoration  of  their  friends,  whofs 
lives  were  for  fome  time  doubtful.  To  HIM 
who  brought  to  nought  the  machinations  of  thofe 
who  rofe  up  againft  us,  be  the  eternal  praife, 

I  am,  Sir,  Sec* 

THE 
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THE  Editor  flatters  himfelf  the  follcwing 
Account  will  afford  to  the  Reader  the  informalion 
fo  long  fought  for,  relative  to  CafAehar.  It  is 
extradled  from  the  Journal  of  a  Gentleman  o£ 
great  veracity,  who  favoured  the  Editor  with  the 
fame,  for  this  Narrative. — The  Statement  will 
prove  irrefragable. 


ON  the  twenty-fecond  of   Auguft,  1798^  at 
we  were  going  to  bed,  a  yeoman  of  Ballina  made 
through  Foxford,  (houting  "  Why  are  you  going 
to   bed,    and    the   French   in   Killala  ?"    Some 
mocked,  and  others  curfed  him,  but  I  perfuaded 
the  men  to  arife,  arm  themfelves,  and  not  doubl 
it.     At  eleven  o'clock  that  night,  Dr.  King,  whc 
fled  to  us  from  BaUina,  confirmed  it.     He  fak 
there  had  been  fome  ftrangers  obfervcd  at  Ballia 
for  fome  days  pad  •,  that  three  large  frigates  wer 
itzn  by  himfelf,    which  at   firft  appeared  witl| 
Englifh  colours — they  had  taken  a  fifhing-boai 
and  detained  the  men.     About  day  break,  a  fe' 
troops  of   the  Carabineers,  and  .  fome  yeomei 
went   through  Foxford,    v/hich  were  nearly  a 
pofted  as  picquets  that  night,  between  Ballir 
and  Killala.      Our  men   let  their   horfes   fee* 
taking  the  bits  out  of  their  mouths,  and  beftW 
they  v^'ere  mounted  they  were  nearly  fjrroundct 

th 
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tliey  retreated  into  BalUna,  hanged  on  the  crane 
a  man  caught  foraging  for  the  French,  and 
then  retreated  into  Caftlebar  -,  having  loft  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Fortefcuc,  and  fome  of  their  men,  in 
the  fklrmifh. 

I  returned  to   Caftlebar   that  morning.- — Ex- 

preffes  liew,   and  troops  teamed  in  v/ith  us  from 

that  till  Sunday  following  J   Generals  Hutchinfon 

i|and    Trench    were   in  Caitlebar,    and     General 

Taylor  in  Foxford. 

On  Sunday_  night,  at  ten  oVIock,  the  I^ongford 
militia  marched  in  ;  while  eating  fome  bread  and 
cheefe  a  fliot  was  fired  out  of  a  window  at  them  ! 

E'O  my  friend,  think  cf  our  fltuation  !  In  the 
dark  of  the  night ;  fourthourand  enraged  foldiers 
in  the  town.  A  noife^arcfe^  the  clamonr  of  irri- 
tated paffions-!  Arms  clalAed  againft  each  other, 
amd  glafs  flev/  from  windows,  whllft  the  enraged 
niCTi  called  for  vengeance  on  the  culprit*— The 
General  fliouted  for  the  officer  conunanding, 
{Captain  Chambers)  to  ftand  in  the  ilreet  until 
the  affair  fliould  be  over.  The  itlUy^^  vA\o 
firefi  the  fliot  fled  off,  when  he  thouglit  he  had 
kindled  a  flame  which  v/ould  deftroy  the  tov^^n. 
I  am  told  if  there  had  not  been  inftant  peace  the 
General  would  have  caufed  the  cannon  to  be 
( brought  to  bear  on  the  ftreet,  and  fweep  it  v^^ith 
gtape-fhot :  but  glory  to  the  Prince  of  Peace,  he 
girve  us  a  filent  ftreet  in  ten  minutes.    The  men 

had 
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had  orders  that  night,  to  be  mounted  and  fit  for 
action  at  two  in  the  morning.  There  were  two 
roads  between  CaiUebar  and  Killala,  one  called 
Foxford,  and  the  other  Bernanaguidha ;  on  the 
former  our  troops  were  pofted,  but  on  the  latter 
our  picqucts  met  the  French  army,  at  tvt'^o  o'clock 
in  the  morning  and  narrowly  efcaped  being  taken  i 
they  rufhed  into  the  town,  others  were  fcnt 
out,  but  returned  with  precipitation  ;  the  General 
was  told  the  French  were  within  fix  miles  of  us  at 
five  in  the  morning. 

On     Monday    about   fix     in  the    morning, 
fome    of    our    troops    went     to    Foxford    the 
wrong  road.      Having  requeued   Capt.  Cham-' 
bers  to  accept  my  bed,  I  fat  up  all  that  night,  dre^' 
2  map  of  the  country  and  ient  it  to  the  General. 
A  little  before  day  my  wife  told  mc,  "  I  v/illfce 
this  battle  in  the  ftreet,    having  in  a   dream  be- 
held Flags  •, — a  green,  and  another  of  a  difi'erent 
colour." — We  then  agreed  to  confult  the  bible — 
I    firft    opened  for  our    army,     2  Kings,  vii.   70 
^^  Wherefore  they  arofe  and  fled  in  the  twylight, 
^  and  left  their  tents,   and  their  horfes,  even  the  j|ii 
<«  Camp  as  it  was,  and  fled  for  their  life." — We 
opened   next  for  our  country,  Jer.  v.   15,   <«  L9 
^^  I  will  bring  a  nation  upon    you  from  far,  G 
-««  houfe  of  Ifrael,  faith  the  Lord 5  it  is  a  might j 
<«  nation,  it  is  an  an <- ient  nation,  a  nation  whofi 
«*  language  though  knoweft  not,    neither  under- 

♦<  itandef 
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"  ftandeft  what  they  fay.'^ — I  next  opened  for 
our  King,  pfal.  Ixi.  7,  <^  He  fhiiU  abide  before 
*^  God  for  ever,  O  prepare  mercy  and  truth 
j".  which  may  preferve  him.'* — I  laftly  opened  for 
Imy  wife  and  myfelf,  John  xiii.  7,  "  Jefus  an- 
l««  Avered  and  faid  unto  him,  v/hat  I  do  thou 
i<  knoweft  not  no*;^,  bist  thou  flialt  know 
«  hereafter." — From  all  thcfe  I  concluded  we 
ihould  lofe  that  battle,  but  that  the  King  and 
iConftilution  would  be  flill  upheld. 

BATTLE    OF    CJSTLEBJR. 

At  7  o^clock  the  French  army  was  within  a 
mile  and  an  half  of  the  town :  our  Infantry  went 
f'out,  and  the  lines  were  formed.  When  the 
!  French  General  viewed  our  lines,  he  fcattcred 
f  his  Frenchmen  in  parties  thin  in  the  front,  but 
.covered  them  deep  behind  with  the  rebels  in 
.  French  uniforms,  and  drove  them  on  with  a 
,  ftrong  rcferve  of  Frenchmen  and  officers,  and 
behind  all,  a  vaft  multitude  of  plunderers,  ter- 
f  rible  to  behold !  efpeciallyas  a  mift  lowered  on 
no  the  mountains  behind  them,  which  concealed 
,^^jthe2r  true  force,  from  our  Generals— wc  flood  in 
yithc  ftreet  with  trembling  expectation,  whilft 
OjGenerals,  Aid-de-camps  and  officers  ruflied  up 
trind  down  in  dread  commotion.  I  then  retired, 
i  jand  afccnded  to  a  high  window,  from  whence  I 
;r.  |iaw  our  lines  in  adtion,  O  how  I  felt  for  the  brave 
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Higlilandersi  who  formed  the  left  wing  of  our 
army  ;  they,  planted  on  a  high  hed^e  at  the  weft 
end  of  the  town,  fuppoited  a  conftant  fire  until 
the  French  advanced  near  the  points  of  their 
bayonets  y  the  Highlanders  were  then  forced  to 
leave  their  port,  and  retreat  in  confufion  towards 
us.  Col.  Miller  rufhed  into  the  town,  crying, 
*'  Clear  the  ftreet  for  a  ftrcet  aiflion  ;*'  when  in  a 
moment,  as  a  dam  burfting  its  banks,  a  mixture 
of  foldiers,  of  all  kinds,  ruflied  into  the  town 
at  every  avenue ;  a  feijeant  deSred  that  all  the 
women  fhould  go  to  the  barrack,  but  Dr.  Hen- 
nins,  another  family  and  mine,  retired  into  a 
houfe,  fell  on  our  knees,  and  there  remained  in 
prayer  until  the  town  was  taken. 

There  were  men  in  our  brigade  of  the  higheft 
Talour,  for  inftaiice  Captain  Chambers,  he  fought 
backward  and  killed  a  field-officer  (it  is  thought 
a  general) ;  he  found  a  mufquet  in  his  way,  which 
he  exchanged  with  a  trooper  for  a  lighter ;  with 
this  he  fought  on  the  bridge,  until  he  killed  five 
Frenchmen  j  he  was  then  clofely  engaged  with  a 
French  mufqueteer,  when  another  Frenchman 
ran  a  bayonet  down  the  Captain's  throat,  and 
drove  the  point  of  it  out  at  the  fide  of  his  neck; 
he  fell,  and  nearly  bled  to  death,  when  the  rebel' 
wantonly  le?ped  on  him,  tore  his  clothes  off,  anc 
robbed  him  of  feveral  guineas.  On  the  othc: 
hajid;  the  French  fought  moft  defperately.— On< 

o: 
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«f  them  received  a  ball  in  the  fword-arm,  he 
changed  his  fword  and  fought  on — he  then  re- 
ceived a  ball  in  the  left  breaft,  but  fought  on  y 
atiength,  a  royal  foldier  plunged  his  bayonet 
through  him.  Now  the  roy^l  troops  grew  furious ! 
Many  had  their  wives  in  the  town,  and  would 
rather  die  than  fly.  Four  brave  highlanders  at  a 
cannon,  kept  up  a  brifk  fire  on  the  French  ;  but 
W€re  killed  while  loading,  the  gunner  taken,  and 
'the  r^uns  turned  on  our  men^     Now  the  ftreet* 

o 

aftion  became  hot — before  it  was  pi^al  anfwering 
fea/i    but    now    thunder    anfwering    thunder;    a 

•^black  cloud  of  horrors  hid  the  Ught  of  hcavea 
—the  mefiengers  of  death  groping,  their  way  as 

^  in  gloomy  hell,   whilft  the  trembling  echos  which 

'  fhook  our  town,  cencealed  the  more  melancholy 
groans  of  the  dying  f  When  they  approached  the 

'  new  jail,  our  centinel  (a  Frafcr  fencible)  killed 
f?ne  Frenchman,  charged  and  killed  another  ; 
ihot  a  third  and  a  fourth,  and  as  he  fired  at  and 

^killed  the  fifth,  a  number  rufhed  up  the  fteps, 
dafhed  his  brains  out,  t«mbling  him  from  his 
ftand  and  the  centry-box  on  his  body.  Still  part 
of  the  French  purfued  our  men  ;  feven  of  them 
vfollowed  thirty-eight  fome  diftance,  though  our 
men  killed  the  whole  without  any  lofs  on  their 
part.  One  of  thefe  feven  Frenchmen  had  his 
head  divided  by  a  fabre  j   a  woman  afked  him  ia 

'  French  would  he  be  taken  to  feme  place,  <^  No,'^ 
U  2  faid 
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faid  he,  «  I  will  never  leave  this  until  the  Devil 
takes  me/'  and  continued  calling  for  beer  un- 
til he  died. — For  near  an  hour  the  (Ireet  aftion 
continued,  when  the  French  drum  informed  us 
we  were  to  receive  our  conquerors.  The  com- 
mand of  temper  evinced  by  thefe  licenfed  plun- 
derers of  the  world  was  truly  amazing. — My  wife 
fell  on  her  knees  (flie  was  at  the  down-lying)  en-  i 
treating  one  of  them  to  fpare  my  life,  he  raifed  her 
upas  anurfe  would  an  infant  faying,  <'  vive  :"  but 
they  demanded  beef,  bread,  wine  and  beerj  wc. 
purchafcd  their  favor  as  far  as  in  our  power,  but 
the  hand  of  God  wrought  fecretly  for  us  ^  fix 
cr  feven  of  the  Frenchmen  continued  with  me 
while  they  were  m  Caftlebar.  The  rebels  v/ho 
came  in  with  them  plundered,  drank  and  robbed 
without  feeling — They  carried  off  my  wearing 
apparel,  of  which  I  acquainted  the  Frenchmen, 
who  handled  them  fo  roughly  as  to  prevent  si 
further  repetition  of  iiich  villainy. 

The  French  and  Rebels  plundered  Lord  Lu- 
can's  and  feveral  other  houfes,  the  fight  of  them 
was  truly  terrible  !— Multitudes  flocking  from 
all  parts  carrying  their  flags  and  fhouting  for 
*^  Liberty."  Droves  of  fheep,  cows  and  horfes 
driven  in  everyday — next  the /r^^  ^//i^^r/y  and 
an  harp  without  a  crown,  are  borne  in  triumph 
through  the  flreets,  followed  by  the  commoa 
ihouts  "  Erin  go  braugh."— Now  the   church  is 

attacked. 
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l^tacked  i  obfcene  figures  made  on  the  pews,  and 
Jbme  were  fo  vile  as  to  abufe  in  the  moft  filthy 
tnanner  the  Bible  and  tahle  of  the  Lord  !— -they 
called  the  Bible  <^  the  Devil's  book'*— Teeling 
told  a  lady ;  <<  he  hoped  that  book  of  riddles  would 
^  foon  be  univerfally  defpifed.*' — The  next  fub- 
'  jcft  in  difputeis  the  malTacre  of  the  Proteftants — - 
for  three  days  this  contefl:  held.  Teeling,  a  prieft 
Kane,  and  fome  others  carried  the  point  in  €ur 
favor.  Mr.  Kane  reafoned  thus,  as  I  am  Inform- 
ed :  ^'  Gentlemen  when  you  were  in  the  power 
**  of  the  Proteftants,  they  did  not  fhed  your 
^^  blood  5  when  your  friends  were  taken  in  Wex^ 
<<  ford  they  were  not  put  to  death,  but  pardoned, 
*«  and  take  care  you  be  not  fhortly  in  the  power 
*<  of  Government — finally,  if  you  will  maffacre 
**  the  Proteftants,  put  me  to  death  with  them. 

The  following  proclamation  was  handed  ab0U^ 
to  the  deluded  rebels. 


ARMY  OF  IRELAND, 

LIBERTT,  E^UALim 

Head-quarters   at   Cajilebar,    i/i^h  FruElidor^    6ti 
year  of  the  French  Republic j,  one  and  indivifihle» 

GENERAL  Humbert,  commanding  in  chief 
ill  the  Army  of  Ireland,  being  defirous  of  organiz- 
[J  ing,  with  as  little  delay  as  pojJible,  an  admini- 
\  U3  ftrative 
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ilrative  power  for  the  province  of  Conn  aught, 
directs  as  follows  : 

I  ft.  The  feat  of  the  government  fliall  be  at 
Caftlebar,  until  further  orders. 

2d.  The  government  fhall  be  formed  of  12 
members,  who  fliall  be  named  by  the  commander 
in  chief  of  the  French  army. 

3d.  Citizen  John  Moore*  is  appointed  prefident 
of  the  government  of  the  province  of  Connaught, 
and  is  fpccially  entrufted  with  the  nomination 
and  the  uniting  of  its  members. 

4th.  The  government  fhall  immediately  attend 
to  the  organization  of  the  militia  of  the  province 
of  Connaughtj  and  to  the  fupplies  for  the  French 
and  Irifli  armies. 

5th.  Eight  regiments  of  infantry  of  1200  men 
each,  and  four  regiments  of  cavalry  of  6qo  men 
each,  fliall  be  organized. 

(5th.  The  government  fliall  declare  all  thofe  to 
be  rebels  and  traitors,  who  having  received  arms, 
cr  clothing,  fhall  not  within  24  hours  rejoin  the 
army. 

7th.  Every  individual,  from  the  age  of  16  to 
40  iiiclufivc,  is  required  in  the  name  of  the  Irifli 
Republic,  inftantly  to  repair  to  the  French  camp, 
in  order  to  march  in  mafs  againft  the  common 
CHemy,    the    tyrant    of    Ireland — the    Engliih; 

*  AfUtviard^  Uhn  prijomr  by  CQlgml  Crawford. 

whole 
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j^     whofe  dcftruflion  alone  can  infure  the  indepen- 
dence and  the  welfare  of  antient  Hibernia* 

(Signed) 
The  General  commanding  in  chief, 

HUMBERT, 

How  far  the  two  following  letters  of  General 
Humberts  will  be  found  corredll  am  not  compe- 
tent to  determine  ;  as  they  have  however  appeared 
in  print,  they  cannot  I  prefume  fubjeil  your  pub- 
lication to  cenfure :  they  alfo  may  be  found  inte- 
'  rcfting — the  reader  by  confulting  the  various  ac- 
'  counts  given  will  be  enabled  to  form  an  opirilon 
of  their  validity. 


ARMY  OF  IRELAND. 

Head  garters    at    C(ijllef>ar^    6th    Tear    ef   the 
French  Republic, 

The  General  cofnmanding   in  Chief  the  Army  of 
Ireland^  to  the  Executive  DireBory. 

I  AM  to  report  to  you,  Citizens  Bireftors^ 
what  have  been  my  operations  in  Ireland. 

On  the  4th  Fructidor,  as  foou  as  I  got  within 
fight  of  Broadhaven,  the  army  received  the  ap- 
pellation of  Army  of  Ireland.  The  wind  being 
unfavourable,  we  could  not  make  the  land  on  that 

day. 

On 
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On  the  5th,  the  divifion  of  frigates,  after  beat- 
ing againft  wind  and  tide  during  1 2  hours  anchor- 
ed in  the  bay  of  Kilhla  about  three  o'clock  P.  M. 
In  confequence  of  our  halving  hoifted  the 
Englifh  flag,  many  perfons  of  note,  and  fome 
Englifh  officers,  came  on  board  ^ — it  is  impoffible 
to  defcribe  their  aftonifhment  at  the  fight  of  us. 
At  four  orders  were  given  to  difembark.  The 
Adjutant  General  Sarazin  landed  firft:,  at  the 
head  of  the  grenadiers.  I  ordered  him  to  march 
to  Killala,  which  he  carried  with  the  bayonet. 
I  appointed  him  General  of  Brigade  on  the  field 
of  battle.  The  enemy  was  completely  defeated. 
Of  200  men  who  defended  the  poft,  about  20 
only  efcaped  over  the  walls — the  reft  were  taken 
or  killed.  Almoft  all  the  prifoners  begged  to  be 
permitted  to  ferve  with  us,  and  I  readily  confent- 
ed  to  their  requeft.  The  difembarkation  was 
compleated  towards  10  o'clock  at  night. 

On  the  6th,  General  Sarazin  reconnoitred 
Ballina  :  a  flight  fkirmifh  only  took  place,  the 
enemy's  cavalry  having  retired  in  full  gallop  the 
fpace  of  two  leagues. 

On  the  7th,  I  marched  with  the  arm^y  againft 
Ballina.  General  Sarazin  at  the  head  of  the 
grenadiers  and  of  one  battallion  of  the  line,  dif- 
perfed  every  thing  that  oppofcd  his  paflage.  The 
Adjutant  General  Fontaine  was  directed  to  turn 
the  enemy's  fiank.     This  attack  fucceeded;  and 
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he  took  fcveral  prifoners.     1  purfued  the  cavalry 
-  during  a  confiderable  time,    with   the  brave  3d 
regiment  of  Chaflcurs  a  Cheva). 

On  the  8th  the  French  army  was  joined  by  a 
corps  of  United  Irifhmen,  who  were  armed  anci 
clothed  on  the  fpot.  Towards  three  o'clock  P.  M. 
I  moved  forward  to  Rappa,  and  remained  in  that 
diredion  until  two  o'clock  A.  M. 

On  the  9th,  the  army  advanced  to  Balh'nn, 
where  it  took  poft,  but  marched  from  it  at  three 
o'clock  P.  M.^ — After  a  march  of  fifteen  hours  I 
arrived  on  the  loth,  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing on  the  heights  in  thar^re  of  Cafllebar.  Hav- 
ing examined  the  enemy's  pofition,  which  was 
very  ftrong,  I  ordered  General  Sarrazin  to  com- 
"  mence  the  attack.  The  enemy's  out-pofts  were 
rapidly  driven  in,  and  were  purfued  as  far  as  the 
foot  of  the  enemy's  pofition.  The  grenadiers 
•charged  their  line  of  battle,  and  were  fupporied 
by  the  infantryof  the  line.  The  columns  deploy- 
ed under  the  fire  of  1 2  pieces  of  cannon.  Ge- 
neral Sarazin  ordered  the  enemy's  left  to  be  at- 
tacked by  a  battallion  of  the  line,  which  was 
obliged  to  give  way,  having  received  the  lire  of 
.  upwards  of  2000  men.  General  Sarrazin  flew 
to  its  fupport  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers,  and 
repulfed  the  enemy.  The  Englifh  during  half 
an  hour,  kept  up  a  tremendous  fire  of  mufquetry, 
to    which    General    Sarrazin   forbid   repofting. 
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Car  cetermined  countenance  cHfconcerted  the 
Er^glilh  Genera!,  and  as  foon  as  the  whole  of 
the  army  had  come  up,  I  ordered  a  general  attack 
to  be  made.  General  Sarrazin  drove  in  the  ene- 
my's right,  and  took  three  pieces  of  cannon. 
The  Chief  of  Battalion,  Ardouin,  obli[^ed  his  left 
to  retire  to  Cartiebar. 

The  enemy  having  concentrated  his  force  in 
Caftlebarj  and  proteded  by  his  artillery,  kept  up 
a  terrible  fire — but  by  a  fuccefsful  charge  of  the 
third  regiment  of  chafleurs  a  cheval,  made  through 
the  main  ilreet  of  Caftlebar,  he  was  forced  td 
retire  acrofs  the  bridge.  After  fevcral  very  de- 
fiructive  charges,  both  of  cavalry  and  infantry, 
dire^ced  by  General  Sarrazin  and  Adjutant-ge- 
neral Fontaine,  the  enemy  was  driven  from  all 
his  pofitions,  and  purfued  for  the  fpace  of  two 
leagues. 

The  enemy's  lofs  amounts  to  1800  men  (of 
\^hich  600  were  killed  or  wounded,  and  1200 
prifoners),  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  five  ftand  of 
colours,  1 2C0  firelocks,  aud  almoft  ail  his  bag- 
gage. The  ftandard  of  his  cavalry  was  taken  in 
a  charge  by  General  Sarrazin,  whom  I  named 
General  of  Divifion  on  the  field  of  battle.  T  alfo, 
during  the  adion,  appointed  the  i^djutant-general 
Fontaine,  general  of  brigade,  and  the  Chiefs  ofi 
battalion  Azemare,  Ardouin,  and  Dufour,  chiefs 
of  brigade.     I  further  named  Captain  Durival  a 

commander; 


(      22?      ) 

commander  of  fquadron,  and  Captains  TouA 
faint,  Zllberman,  Ranou,  Huette,  Babiu,  and 
RutZj  chiefs  of  battalion.  I  beg,  Citizens  Di- 
redocs,  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  confirm  thefe 
promotions,  and  that  you  will  fend  the  commif- 
lipns  as  foon  as  poflible,  as  it  will  be  produftive 
of  very  good  effefts. 

Officers  and  foldiers  have  fhewn  prodigies  of 
valour.  We  have  to  regret  the  lofs  of  fomc 
excellent  officers  and  very  brave  folditrs.  I  iliall 
very  Ihortly  forward  to  .fou  further  details  ;  at 
prefent  I  will  only  add,  that  the  enemy's  army, 
confifting  of  between  five  and  fix  thoufand  men, 
of  v/hich  fix  hundred  are  cavalry,  has  been  com- 
pletely difperfed. 

Health  and  refpeft, 

.       .  (Signed)  HUMBERTo 


ARMY  OF  IRELANDo 

Head  ^arterSy   Cajllehar^    Si^th  Tear  of  the 
French  Republic, 

The  General  cctnrnandmg  in  chief  the  j^rmy  of  Irt'^ 
land^  to  the  Mintfer  of  Marine. 

I  TRANSMIT  to  you,  Citizen  Minlfter,  the 
copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Executive  Diredory- 
You  will  perceive  that  no  exertions  are  wanting 
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on  our  part  to  fulfil  the  intentions  of  Govern* 
ment. 

I  have  madefeveral  appointments,  according  to 
the  adlions  and  to  the  military  talents  difplai'ed 
by  thofe  whom  they  regard,  and  I  folicit  your 
fupport  in  obtaining  from  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory a  confirmation  of  them. 

About  fix  hundred  United  Irifli  joined  me  on 
the  2th  Frudlidor,  and  were  immediately  armed 
and  clothed.  On  the  roth  they  came  forward  to 
the  heights  in  the  rear  of  Caftlebar.  The  firfl 
cannon  fhot  that  was  fired  drove  them  off.  I 
expected  as  much,  and  their  panic  in  no  v/ay 
deranged  my  operations. 

The  vi6\ory  of  Caftlebar  has  produced  excel- 
lent efFefls ;  and  I  hope  within  three  days  to 
have  with  me  a  corps  of  two  or  three  thoufand 
of  the  inhabitants. 

The  Englifh  army,  which  I  yefterday  defeated, 
is  commanded  by  General  Houghton,  whofe  head 
quarters  ate  now  at  Tuam.  He  intends  to  afl>m- 
ble  twenty- five  thoufand  men  to  attack  me  5  and 
on  my  fide  I  am  doing  my  utmoft  to  be  well  pre- 
pared for  his  reception,  and  even  to  go  and  meet 
him  lliould  circumftanresjuftify  fuch  proceeding. 
We  occupy  Killala,  Ballina,  Foxford,  Caftlebar, 
Newport,  Baliinrobe,  and  Weftport.  As  foon  as 
the  corps  of  United  Iri^men,  which  I  wifh  to 
aflenible,  fhall  be  clothed,  I  Ihall  march  againfl: 
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iije  enemy  in  the  direftlon  of  Rofcommon,  where 
the  partizans  of  infurreftion  are  moft  zealous. 
As  foon  as  the  Englifh  army  (hall  have  evacuated 
the  province  of  Connaught,  I  fliall  pafs  the 
-Shannon,  and  fliall  endeavour  to  make  a  junftion 
with  the  infurgents  in  the  North.  When  this 
Ihall  have  been  effefted,  I  fhail  be  in  a  fufficient 
force  to  march  to  Dublin,  and  to  fight  a  decifiv^ 
aftion. 

The  Irifli  have  until  this  day  hung  back.  The 
county  of  Mayo  has  never  been  difturbed,  and 
this  muft  account  for  the  flownefs  of  our  progrefs, 
which  in  other  parts  would  have  been  very  dif- 
ferent. 

As  this  handful  of  French  may  poffibly  be 
obliged  tayield  to  numbers,  and  that  the  noife  of 
cannon  may  again  produce  on  our  new  foldiers 
the  eifed  it  had  at  Cafllebar,  I  delire  you  will 
fend  me  one  battalion  of  the  third  half  brigade 
^>f  light  infantry,  one  of  the  tenth  half  brigade 
of  the  line,  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  third 
regiment  of  chaffeurs  a  cheval,  and  one  hundrei 
men  of  the  light  artillery  ^  fifteen  thpufand  fire^ 
locks,  and  a  million  of  cartridges. 

I  will  venture  to  afiert,  that  in  the  courfe  of  a 
month  after  the  arrival  of  this  reinforcement, 
which  I  eftimatc  at  two  thoufand  men^  Ireland 
will  be  free- 
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The  Sect  may  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Tarhoy^  by 
53,  55  latitude,  fouth  of  L'ljle  Muttettfy  and 
the  difembarkation  will  be  effeded  without  dif- 
ficulty. 

I  cannot  fufficiently  praife  the  conduct  of  the 
troops  under  my  command.  I  rauft  recommend 
my  brave  comrades  ro  the  gratitude  of  the  nation, 
and  to  your  paternal  care. 

Health  and  refpe£l. 
(Signed)  HUMBERT. 

To  account  in  part  for  our  defeat  at  Caftlebar, 
^nd  alfo  refute  Humbert's  pompous  letter,  it  may 
HOC  be  improper  (though  not  in  the  propofed 
order)  to  extraft  from  a  recent  publication,  the 
^'ords  of  an  officer  ferving  under  Lord  Corn- 
^allis,  relative  to  the  engagement  at  this  place* 


**  THE  French,  with  about  fifteen  hundred 
rebels,  advanced  in  regular  order  upon  the  King's 
troops,  who  vs^aited  their  approach  in  the  pnfitija 
they  occupied.!:  The  artillery,  under  Captain 
Shortall,  was  admirably  ferved,  and  made  a  vifi- 
ble  imprcfHon,  infomuch  that  the  enemy's  ad- 
vance was  actually  checked,  and  they  began  to 
dlfperfe :  at  this  critical  moment,  our  troops,  as 

X  See  page  217. 
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if  feized  with  a  fudden  panic,  and  without  any 
Jipparent  reafon,  gave  way;  and  notwithftanding 
45tery  effort  made  by  Lieutenant-general  Lake, 
Major-generals  Hutchinibn  and  Trench,  and  the 
very  meritorious  exertions  of  all  their  officers, 
they  Gould  not  be  rallied*  but  retired  in  confafioa 
through  Caftlebar,  towards  Ilollyniount.  Lord 
Roden'i  fencibk  irAgoom^  hr?  v^c^v^r^  flxewed 
gr^at  g4llantry  upon  this  aa  they  hfid  upon  all 
Other  oecafions  |  they  protefted  the  re'-^aat  of  the 
Infantry,  sind  even  recovered  a  fix-puunder  which 
the  French  had  puflied  forward  through  Caftlc- 
|)ar.  The  fkcleton  of  rl\^  ilxth  regiment,  unde** 
Major  Macbean,  alfo  behaved  with  fpirit  in  the 
<aftion. 

The  following  is  the  return*  of  killed,  wounded, 
and  mifEng,  and  of  guns  loft  upon  this  unfortu^ 
liaite  occafion.  Of  the  foldiers  of  the  Longford 
and  Kilkenny  militia  returned  miffing,  the  gijeater 
J)art  had  deferted  to  the  enemy.  The  lofs  of  the 
'French  in  killed  and  wounded  (and  refulting 
almoft  entirely  from  the  effeft  of  the  artillery), 
was  afterwards  found  to  have  been  far  more  con- 
^derable  than  that  of  the  King^s  troops.*^ 

*  By  comparing  our  return  with  Humberfs^  page 
226,  the  fallacy  is  notorious^  and  tends  more  fully  to 
efablyh  the  French  to  CKcel  in  gafconadii^^* 
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The  total  cf  our  lofs  was,  one  ferjeant  and 
fifty-two  rank  and  file  killed  ^  two  Lieutenants, 
three  ferjeants,  and  twenty-nine  rank  and  file 
wounded  ;  two  Majors,  three  Captains,  fix  Lieu- 
tenants, three  Enfigns,  two  Staff,  ten  ferjeants, 
two  drummers,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty-one 
r^nk  and  file  mining — alfo  nine  field-pieces. 

Caftiebar  was  nine  days  a  republic  ;  they  ele^- 
ed  a  Mayor,  two  high  Juftices  and  fix  Municipal 
officers  :  lihertyy  equality^  fraternity  and  unity^  were 
their  boafted  profefilons  ! — Tho*  we  were  flaves  ; 
was  this  liberty  ?  the  French  eat  bread  and  beef, 
drank  wine  and  beer,  giving  the  Irifli  potatoes, 
:and  telling  them  to  drink  what  they  pleafed  i— 
ihe  French  flept  on  heds\^  and  the  Irifh  on  hay  ia 
^hc  fields  \  was  this  equality  ?  the  French  beat  and 
treated  the  rebels  lik  dogs  ;  was  this  frater?tity  ? 
^nd  they  Qiot  and  murdered  each  other,  was  this 
t^rAiy  ?  No  ;  all  was  democracy  i ! !  Next  v/e  were 
informed  that  every  one  who  would  not  take  up 
arms  for  the  French  fhould  be  put  to  death— 
xhen  for  the  fecond  time  I  refolved  to  meet  death, 
and  felt  hi  profpedt  the  fweets  cf  martyrdom, — 
It  has  been  reported  that  the  French  abufed 
women  indifcrirninately  •,  but  this  is  falfe — Many 
xyi  us  proved  them  both  brave  and  generous— 
^hofe  who  were  lyons  in  the  ftreet,  feemed  like 
lambs  in  the  parlour-^^bowever  I  have  imagined 
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this  to  be  policy ;  and  that  if  they  had  once 
conquered  the  country,  they  would  in  a  mafs  cut 
off  all  who  had  oppofcd  them  :  of  this  I  am  the 
more  perfuaded,  their  firft  tax  upon  Caftlebar 
being  2000  Guineas. — Gruel  fpecimen  of  free- 
dom. This  is  mofl:  certain,  the  French  mocked 
the  Papifts,  for  paying  any  refpeft  to  the  Sabbath, 
not  eating  meat  on  Fridays,  and  wearing  Scapu* 
lari,  and  in  my  own  hearing  they  denied  the 
refurreclion. 

Thus  were  we  of  neceiliry  fubjeft  to  this  wild 
tyranny ;  had  2000  kings  in  our  little  town  5 
women  worfe  than  favages,  bearing  ofFhide^, 
tallow,  fuet,  beef,  and  clothes  of  all  kinds  to  the 
mountains — they  even  robbed  and  killed  each 
ocher  :  a  volume  only  would  contain  their  unnatu** 
ral  acls.  The  day  before  they  left  us,  the  Mar- 
quis Cornwallis  reached  to  Holly  mount,  fourteen 
miles  from  us,  and  on  that  night  one  of  the 
Frenchmen  who  frequented  my  apartments  came 
to  me,  told  me  the  Engli/h  were  coming,  and 
that  they  muft  depart  •,  I  then  thought  to  meet 
them  ;  but  he  meant  to  flee  before  tnem.  On  the 
ninth  day  they  departed,  commanding  their  com- 
mifiary  and  the  mayor  to  have  beef  fufficient 
killed  for  them  on  their  return.  But  they  re- 
turned no  more!  And  the  Lord  fent  their  fatal 
harpies  and  devouring  locufts  with  them. 
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We  remained  in  great  diftrefs,  dreading  their 
return  all  that  day.     Dr.  Ellifon  wrote  a  letter, 
and  a  young  man,  William  Mayley,  on  my  horfe 
(who  was  hid   in  a  back  kiln,   and  was  five  days 
without  food  or  water)^  ventured  to  carry  it  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant.     The  doctor  finding  the 
French  were  not  returning,  though  he  was  their 
.  prifoner,  fet  out    when,   near  Hollymount,  he 
met  fome  Heffians,  Hanoverians,  and  Roxburgh 
ferfcibles,  coming  from  the  Marquis  ;  with  them 
he  returned  to  Caftlebar,  at  ten  of  a  dark  night. 
When  our  hope  was  nearly  gone,  we  heard  the 
noife  of  horfes,  ran  to  the  ftreet,  and  heard  the 
Heffians  (whom  we  fuppofedto  be  French j  crying 
halloo  !  halloo !    We   remained    filent,   till   Dr. 
JEUifon  cried  aloud,  the  "  King's  troops  :"  with 
grateful  hearts  we  fhouted  ^'  God  fave  the  King.'* 
Thefe  brave   men  kept  their  faddles  all  niglit, 
though  fuch  a  heavy  rain  has  been  feldom  expe- 
rienced, and  next  day  rode  after  the  grand  army^ 
leaving  us  an  hundred  French  prifoners,  fifty  of 
whom  were  able  to  fight  :  we  had  no  other  force 
;han  a  few  yeomen.     In  this  fearful  fituation  we 
remained^,  until  Captain  Norcott  marched  in  with 
iifty-fevenFrafer  fencibles ; — thus  we  were  obliged 
ftili  to  continue  in  a  ftate  of  v/atching  and  terror 
for  fome  nights. 

On   Wednefday,  September  12,    before  day- 
break; two  of  our  m^n  being  ftalioned  as  picquets, 
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;Me{rrs.  Edward  Maley  and  John  Dudgeon,  they 
ih?ard  the  noife,  of  horfes  coming  from  the  Gap, 
.and  proceeding  to  the  road-fide,  demanded, 
/«  Who  comes  there  ?"  Anf.  '•  A  friend.**  "  A 
friend  to  whom  ?''  Anf.  <<  To  the  French."  *<  O 
very  well,''  faid  our  heroes,  "  Come  on,  my  lads, 
where  are  you  going  ?"  The  rebels  anfwered, 
■*  We  are  going  to  take  Caftlebar ;  we  are  cap- 
tains, and  there  a-re  two  thoufand  coming  wv^fciin 
4ialf  a  mile  of  us."  Immediately  thefe  two  Di*aVe 
loyalifts  clofed  in  with  them-,  one  of  them  pre- 
sented a  pifto),  the  other  his  fword,  faying  "  deli- 
ver your  arms  or  you  are  dead  men."  Having  made 
ihem  prifoners,  they  entered  the  town  fhouting, 
*^  murder  !  murder  !  arlle  to  arms,  or  you  will 
be  burned  in  your  beds."  This  echoed  fo  loud, 
all  the  town  rung  with  it —  hundreds  repeated 
it  ;'-'men  undreffed  rulLed  through  the  ftreets  — 
incefTant  rain  heavily  defcended  !  the  drums 
beat  "  to  arms,  to  arms,"  whilft  the  dark  folitary 
walls  re-echoed,  '^  to  arms,  to  arms  !!!  At  lafr 
the  tempeft  filenced  the  drum  :  but  no  caufe 
could  allay  the  vigilance  of  our  townfmen,  and 
ihe  gallant  handful  of  Frafers.  The  guards 
^continued  to  bring  in  prifoners  till  morning. 

At  laft  welcome  day  fhewn  upon  our  afflicted 
town;  to  me  it  afforded  much  confolation,  my 
wife  being  in  the  pangs  of  childbearing  all  night, 
tho'  I  thought  will  light  fave  us  ?  no  !   only  lerve 
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to  difplay  our  danger — thus  hope  and  apprehen- 
fion  bent  alternately  the  ballance.  At  length 
all  our  forebodings  are  confirmed  by  a  difco- 
very  of  the  plodding  aflaffins,  planted  to  great 
advantage  round  the  North-weft  part  of  cur  de- 
voted town.  Capt.  Norcott,  with  the  fpirit  of 
an  Alexander  commanded  his  few  heroes  to  ad- 
vance in  order.  Our  defence  that  day  againft 
2C*'')  armed  rebels,  (In  ^  country  all  in  rebellion 
ancf^numbers  in  our  town  with  open  artns  ready 
to  receive  them)  confided  of  57  Frafef$,  34 
Townfmen  and  boys — and  one  corps  of  yeomen 
cavalry.  The  Frafer  captain  divided  his  men 
into  four  part? — one  part  by  the  only  piece  of 
CaniiOn  he  had,  at  the  market  crofs — the  fbcond 
part  he  pofted  in  the  center,  between  the  markec- 
houfe  and  the  extreme  entrance  to  the  town  — 
with  the  third  part  he  covered  half  of  the  caval- 
ry at  the  North  end  of  the  town,  where  he  judg- 
ed the  rebels  would  attempt  an  entrance,  and 
the  fourth  part  he  pofted  in  a  Weftern-ftreet, 
near  a  b^*-idge  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  34  in- 
fantry,-who  were  tovvn'men,  chiefly  volunteers 
in  coloured  clothes,  and  the  other  part  of  the 
cavalry  he  poued  on  an  eminence  in  the  South 
end  of  the  town  oppofirethe  church. 

The   wifdom  of   Captain    Norcott  in  this  dil- 
tributinn  of  his  men  appears,  when  we  coniider, 
firft;  the  Fr^fers   were  fo  placed,   that  they  de- 
fended 
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fended  the  town  entrances — fecondly,  they  were 
ready  to  fave  the  cavalry  from  the  pikes — thirdly, 
^  they  could  fupport  the  retreat  of  the  34  townf- 
men  if  overcome — fourthly  they  had  fuch  com- 
mand of  the  interior  of  the  ftrect  and  goal,  that 
pur  inteftine  foes  could  not  ftir ;  and  fifthly  all 
the  Frafers  could  in  a  moment  rufh  together,  and 
affift  each  other  if  occafion  required.  I  cannot 
fay  whether  the  captain  had  all  this  in  view,  but 
i  could  prove  it  all  from  the  pofitions  of  his  little 
Highland  army.  There  was  in  the  town  at  this 
time  a  certain  gentleman  who  gave  it  as  his  ad- 
vice to  flee  to  Tuam,  and  leave  our  wivesj  chil- 
dren, fick  and  aged  with  our  property  to  the  fa- 
vage  plunderers — I  mention  this  to  correft  a  bafe 
news  paper  report  which  gave  him  the  chief  place 
in  our  deliverance— -But  thank  God  a  Scotchman 
had  the  command — Captain  Urquhart  will  be 
held  in  grateful  remembrance  by  the  loyalifts  of 
Caftlebar. 

SECOND    BATTLE    OF    CASTLEBAR. 

About  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  firing  com- 
menced 5  the  rebels  were    furious,  and  fired  with 
idetermjnation   and    clofe    diredion,  at    length  a 
•Mr.  John  Gallagher  rufhed   from  his  ranks  upon 
the  rebels  and  was  followed  by  his  brother   who 
"-commanded  the  party — another   party  then  flew 
on  the   enemy — -the  Frafers  burned  with  ardour 
to  be  in  the  action  :  hence  all  purllie  the   flying 
*  tandiui, 
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bandlfti,  except  a  fmall  detachment  which  re- 
mained with  Lieut.  Denham  to  keep  pofleffion  of 
the  town — now  the  cavalry  dart  upon  them,  kill 
and  take  prifoners  until  they  fill  our  goals — num-- 
bers  attempting  to  crofs  a  river  were  drowned, 
and  many  found  dead  in  a  lake.  One  rebel  pri- 
foner  brought  in,  (his  neck  torn  by  a  ball  and  two 
lodged  in  his  body,)  confefTed  that  the  intentions 
of  that  band  were,  to  deftroy  the  Proteftants,  men, 
v/oman  and  child — and  to  plunder  the  town, 
killing  even  the  Loyal  Paplfts  !  Thus  by  divine 
mercy  ended  the  fecond  engagement  at  Caftlebar  ! 
It  was  awful  to  fee  thofe  harpies  like  rooks  black- 
ening  the  diftant  hills  as  they  afcended.  After 
this  Newport  and  Weftport  were  taken  by  the 
rebels,  but  *  Capt.  Urquhart  with  the  Rt.  Hon. 
D.  Browne,  re-took  both. 


THE  Editor  cannot  fufficiently  exprefs  his 
gratitude  to  the  very  learned  and  intelligent 
Gentleman  who  favoured  him  with  the  following 
particulars  relative  to  the  rebellion  in  the  counties 
of  Cavan  and  Longford — he  confiders  them  to 
be  a  defirable  acquifition  for  this  Narrative, 
and  participates  in  the  fatisfaclion  they  muft  af- 
ford the  reader. 

*  Errcita^-for  Nor  cot  i^  throughcut  the  affairs  cf 
Cafih'bar^  read  Urquhart^ 

LETTER 
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LETTER     XXIIL 

Cavan,  Sept,  5,  ^^99^ 

'f'HAVE  met  with  fo  many  things  to  engrofs 
nie,  that  I  have  been  oWiged,  very  relii<Jl:andy, 
to  delay  the  ftatement  herewith  fent,  to  this  late 
*h6lir.  I  am  forry  it  is  not  better  executed — I 
can  only  fay  that  it  is  faithfully  and  truly  detailed^ 
and  you  may  depend  upon  its  accuracy, 
£  I  remain,  Sir, 

[^  Your  obedient  humble  fervant. 


;\  THE  county  of  Cavan  was  one  of  thofe 
counties,  in  which  the  people,  called  DeferJers^ 
•firft  made  their  appearance.  So  early  as  the 
beginning  o£  the  year  1 794,  their  numbers  and 
ftrength  in  that  parr  of  the  kingdom  were  fuch, 
that  they  ventured  to  appear  in  arms  in  the  day- 
time, and  to  face  his  Majefty's  troops  in  two 
feparate  engagements  !  On  one  of  thofe  occafions 
they  repulfed  the  City  of  Dublin  militia  more 
than  once,  at  Ballinagh,  and  wexe  preparing  to 
advance  againll  the  town  of  Cavan,  when  the 
Dublin  militia,  aided  by  the  BallydufF  armed 
aflbciation,  attacked  them  again  in  the  moll 
gallant  manner,  forced  their  way  into  the  town 

of 
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of  Ballinagh,  and  totally  routed  the  army  of  the 
Defenders.  Thus  defeated,  the  Defenders  did  not 
after «^ards  venture  again  to  meet  in  array  in  that 
neighbourhood  in  the  day-time,  but  their  nightly 
depredations  fpread  terror  and  defolation  through- 
out that  county,  even  to  the  very  ftreets  of  Cavan, 
where  a  ftrong  garrifon,  compofed  of  the  Wex- 
ford militia,  was  ported.  The  alacrity  and  fpirit, 
Ihewn  by  that  regiment  on  thofe  occafions,  refleft 
the  higheft  honor  both  on  the  officers  and  men. 
It  was  a  matter  of  the  moft  poignant  reflection, 
that  the  Defenders  invariably  drew  a  line  between 
the  two  religions — the  Protestant  and  the 
RoMAK-CATHOLic  \  the  formcr  of  whom  was 
cxclufively  the  obje£l  of  attack. 

The  principles  of  the  United  Irifhmen  embraced 
a  fcheme  of  infinitely  more  extent,  than  that 
formed  by  the  Defenders.  The  latter  foon  gave 
phce  to  the  former,  or  was  included  in  it.— 
Treafon  fought  not  only  to  make  profelytes 
£moriafi  the  loyal,  but  to  embrace  under  its  green 
banners  every  fociety,  however  infamous  their 
members  or  their  objects — "  Tete  auxHium  etiatn 
db  Ififimisj^  faid  the  Roman  confpirator  to  his 
agents.  The  wretched  half-naked  peafant  of  the 
mountains,  and  the  wealthy  and  fubftantial 
trader — the  acred  fquire  and  the  defperate  {jpend- 
thrift — the  humble  labourer  and  the  titled  Ma- 
cbiavelian — ^the    atheift    and    the   devotee — the 

Proteftanti 


I 
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Proteftant,  the  Roman-Gatholic,  and  the  Prei- 
byterian — the  troops  of  the  line-— the  militia  of 
the  country — the  volunteer  yeoman — the  feaman 
and  the  marine — all,  all  were  included  withia 
the  fyftem  oi  fedu5lion^  and  were  alike  the  dupe^ 
of  it.  The  gilded  title-page^  which  prefaced 
their  doftrines^  impofed  upon  and  niified  many  ; 
the  hiftory  of  their  proceedings  and  progrefs  is 
too  well  known,  and  too  deeply  felt  by  the  nation 
at  large,  as  well  as  by  individuals,  to  make  a 
further  ftatement  cf  them  now  neceffiry. 

In  a  former  part  of  this  wcrk,  a  detail  haa 

been  given  of  i\\c  varmis  actions  which  had  taken 

place    between   his   MajeJIys    troops  and   the    rebel 

armies^   previous   to   the   autumn   of    1798.     It 

would  naturally  be  foppofcd  that  the  numerous 

defeats  which  the  rebels  had  every  where  expe- 

-rienced,  would  have  been  fuiScient  to  have  dc^ 

-  tei'red  them  from  any  further  efforts  in  the  field; 

but  the  approach  of  foreign  aid  roufed  ^11  their 

^hopes,  and  animated  them  to  freih  enterprifes. 

In  the  counties  of  Wefimeath  and  Longford, 

,and  in  parts  of  the  ceunties  of  Cavan  and  Lei- 

-trim,  the  agents  of  the  treafonable  focicties  had 

htzn    uncomiBonly   I'uccefsful    in    enlifting   the 

lower   orders    of    fociety   under   their   banners; 

Howe^^cr,  in  tlie  two  latter  counties,  they  had 

not  been  abi0,to  feduce  any  perfon  of  wealth  or 

confei^uence; to  become  a  leaders   bat  in  the 

3!^  county 
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county  of  Longford  they  found  many  of  that 
defcription,  who  were  enthufiafts  in  their  caufe, 
and  who  influenced  thoufands  by  their  example. 
Amongft  thefe  were  Alexander  and  Hans  Den-"^ 
r.ifton,  both  of  them  men  of  property  and  re- 
fpectability  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Granard — 
the  former  of  whom  was  the  firft  Lieutenant  in 
the  rslaftrim  yeomen  cavalry.;  and  feveral  other 
members  of  that  corps,  O'Hara,  Cromie,  and 
many  more,  alfo  raifed  the  rebel  ftandard,  and 
armed  their  followers  againft  their  king. 

The  laft  expedition  prepared  by  the  French 
republic  againft  Ireland,  was  previoufly  well 
known  to  the  traitors  in  Belfaft,  and  elfe where. 
Hans  Dennifron  was  difpatched  from  the  county 
of  Longford  to  that  town,  to  receive  Inftructions. 
His  return  to  the  county  of  Longford  u^s  to  be 
the  fignal  for  a  general  rifing,  in  order  to  co- 
operate with  and  aflift  the  French  troops,  whcr 
were  then  in  the  kingdom,  and  were  advancing 
rapidly,  and  with  whom  the  Longford  rebels 
kept  up  a  clofe  communication  from  the  moment 
of  their  landing.  A  ftrong  poft  in  a  fertile  part 
of  the  kingdom  was  deemed  neccflary  to  be  fe- 
cured  for  the  French,  in  their  progrefs  to  Dub- 
lin, and  Granard,  which  lay  in  the  circuitous 
route  which  the  pofition  of  Lord  Cornwallis's 
army  obliged  the  French  general  to  take,  feemed 
10  be  fuch  a  poll:  as  was  deGrcd.    Every  things 

was 
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W23-  prepared  for  fecuring  that  place,  by  what 
they  deemed  an  irrefiftable  attack — Hans  Den- 
nifton  had  returned  from  Belfaft  on  the  third  of 
September — agents  and  emiiTaries  were  difpatched 
every  where,  to  colleil  the  rebel  troops.  Three 
thcufand  came  from  the  county  of  Y/en-raeath, 
and  in  their  march  they  difarmed  a  part  of  the 
Maftrim  corps,  commanded  by  Captain  Bond, 
fcveral  difatTcdled  members  of  which  joined  the 
rcbelr.  Great  and  lliameful  neglect  was  impu- 
table  to  thofe  whofe  duty  it  was.  and  who  had 
ftjll  opportunity  of  warning  Granard  of  its  ap- 
proaching danger ;  but  either  cowardice  or  dif- 
affeftion  withheld  thofe  perfons  from  doing  any 
aft  which  might  prove  prejudicial  to  the  rebel 
•aufe ;  and  thus  Granard  remained  unapprised 
of  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  till  it  was  too  late 
to  prepare  againfi-  it.  Armies  were  organized  in 
tiie  counties  of  Monaghan  and  Cavan,  and  were 
ready  to  co-operate  with  the  Longford  rebels  as 
foon  as  Granai^d  had  fallen — of  v  hich  event  no 
doubt  was  then  entertained  ;  and  Cavan,  where 
there  was  a  confiderable  depot  of  arms  and  am- 
munition, was  to  be  immediately  attacked  by  the 
united  rebel  armies,  whofe  numbers  would  then 
have  been  immenfe — Monaghan  alone  farniflied 
twenty-three  thoufand  men,  who  were  armed^ 
and  ready  to  march  to  form  a  junftion  with  the 
y  z  Longford 
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longford  and  Gavan  rebels,  as  focn  as  Granard 
was  taken. 

The  garrifon  of  Granard  was  at  that  time  very 
r;cak.  The  veomcn  co'-os  of  that  town,  and  a 
fcv/  of  the  Ballym.:cue  corps,  under  Captain 
Palles,  were  its  only  defence.  On  the  night  of 
\\\z  fourth  of  September,  the  rebels  encamped 
V.  ithin  view  of  the  place— on  that  day  detach- 
7?ients  from  two  of  the  county  of  Cavan  corps 
v,xre  fent  thither,  confiiTing  of  twenty-five  men 
of  the  Croffdoney  irJantry,  and^  fifteen  of  tlic- 
Kilmore  corps  \  but  this  reinforcement  could  be 
of  little  fervice  in  refifting  the  threatened  attack 
on  Granard.  In  the  night  of  that  day,  exprefles^ 
were  fent  from  thence  to  Major  Porter,  wha 
commanded  the  Argyle  fencible  regiment,  to  fend 
fpeedy  relief.  That  regiment  had  arrived  but  a* 
day  or  two  before  from  Belfaft  at  Cavan  andi 
Beltutbet,  by  forced  marches,  in  order  to  oppofe 
the  progrefs  of  the  French,  who  were  advancing! 
from  Cafilebar.  Major  Porter,  ur^der  the  orders; 
he  had  received,  did  not  hold  himfelf  at  liberty^ 
to  detach  any  of  his  men  from  Cavan,  whicb 
was  a  poft  of  infinitely  more  importance  than. 
Granard  \  and  conceiving  that  the  appearance  of 
the  rebels  before  Granard  might  be  only  a.  feint 
to  draw  oflP  or  weaken  the  garrifoa  of  Cava®,. 
^nd  thereby  expoft  it  taa^fuccefeful  attacl^he 

therefore 
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therefore  for  fome  time  prudently  declined  to 
fend  any  troops  from  thence  ;  but  further  ex- 
prefTes  continuing  to  arrive  from  Granard,  at  one 
o'clock,  A.  M,  on  the  fifth,  Major  Porter  con- 
fsnted  that  Captain  Cottingham  fliould  march  to 
ks  relief,  with  detachments  of  the  Cavan  and 
Ballintemple  corps  of  yeomen  infantry.  The 
events  of  the  fifth  of  September  have  been  already 
laid  before  the  public  in  the  official  letter  written 
on  the  fpot  by  Captain  Cottingham,  which  letter- 
is  here  tranfcribed» 

Granard,  Sept.  6,  1798^ 
My  Lordy 

I  HAVE  the  honor  to  ftate  to  your  Lordfhip, 
that  the  rebels  were  yefterday  defeated  near  this 
place  with  great  flaughter. 

Having  received  orders  from  Major  Porter  of 
th€  Argyle  regiment,  who  commanded  at  Cavan, 
to  proceed  without  delay  with  detachments  from 
the  Cavan  and  Ballintemple  corps  of  yeomen-in- 
fantry, confifting  of  eighty- five  men,  to  the  relief 
of  Granard,  which  was  threatened  by  the  rebels 
—I  marched  from.  Cavan  at  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  5th  inft.  with  all  poflible  expe- 
dition, and  arrived  between  feven  and  eight  at 
Granard — the  rebel  army  was  then  in  view  of 
the  town,  in  full  march  to  it,  armed  with  muf^ 
quetry  and  pik^Sj  amounting  (as  appeared  by  the 
^  3  teftimony 
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teulmony  of  feveral  pyifon^rs)  to  more  thzn  fix 
thoufsGd  men,  and  commanded  by  Mr.  Dennif- 
ton,  a  Lkulen-ant  in  the  Maftrim  cavalry,  who, 
with  others  of  that  corps,  and  feveral  refpcftable 
perfons  in  that  neighbouri^ood,  had  joined  the 
rebel  Aandard^ 

BAT'TLE  OF  GRANARFK 
The  hill  on  which  Granard  is  built,  affording 
me  a  ftrong  pofition,  I  there  drew  up  under  cover 
of  a  hedge  at  fome  diflance  from  the  town,  my 
whole  force,  confifting  only  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty-feven  infantry,  and  forty-nine  cavalry,  and 
compofed  of  the  above  detachments  and  thofe 
fpecificd  in  the  margin,*  who  had  formed  the 
garrifon  of  that  place.  The  rebels  advanced  in 
one  column  to  attack  us  in  front,  but  feeing  the 
advantage  which  our  fituation  gave  us,  and  which 
prote£ted  our  front,  they  halted,  and  after  firing 
fome  fhots  at  us,  they  formed  themfelves  into 
three  columns,  the  centre  one  of  which  was 
comparatively  weak  and  irregular,  and  advancing 
ilowly,  was  evidently  intended  merely  to  engage 
our  attention,  while  the  other  two  columns,  which 

*  Cavan  infantry^  ^'^'^Ballintemple  do.  31  — 
Longford  do  9 — Crojfdoney  do.  25 — Kilmore  do,  15 
^^Baliymacue  difmounted  cavalry^  24 — Icial  157. 

Ballymacu€  cavalry y  18 — Granard  do.  31 — Total 

49. 

were 


(     247     ) 

were  of  great  firength,  and  formed  in  perfetl 
military  ordar,.  mjQTed  off  to  the  right  and  left, 
uader  cover  of  a  high  hedge,  for  the  purpofe  of 
gitining  our  flanks,  and  cutting  off  our  commu- 
nicafeioa  wtth  the  townr,  tiiis  made  it  neceflary 
that  I  Ihould  retreat  to  a  fecond  poiition  n.earcr 
to  Granard.  The  rebels  having  collected  a  v^fl: 
inimber  of  cattle,  and  having  goaded  them  with 
tfeeir  pikes,  drove  them  at  this  inftant  fwriciiily 
againft  us,  but  we  had  the  good  fortune  to  be 
able,  without  being  thrown  into  confulion,  to 
turn  them  afide  in  another  direxftion. 

.  Our  front  being  again  prote^^ted  by  a  bank,  we 

waited  the  approach  of  the  rebels,  who  trufling 

to  the  effeft  which  they  expefled  from  the  fury 

of  the  cattle,  advanced   clofe  to  our  line,  and 

were  received  by  afire  fo  well  direded  and  lieavy, 

that  they  foon  fell  into  dilbrder,  and  after  fome 

time  began  to  give  way  in  all  points.  This  happy 

moment  was  feized,  and  the  bayonet  completed 

their  defeat.     The   flaughter  which  enfued  was 

great   indeed — and   would    have  been    infinitely 

I    nxore  {Oy  had  the  liature  of  the  ground  been  iuch 

ir  as  to  have  allov/ed  the  cavalry  to  acl.  It  is  impof- 

I    fible  as  yet  to  afcertain  the  number  of  the  (lain — 

IJ    but    they   greatly  exceed    four    hundred    men. 

I    Several  leaders  were  killed,  one  of  whom   was 

j    the  ion  of  a  gentleman  of  an  ancient  and  refpec- 

tabic 
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table  family,  whofe  only  confolation  now  is,  that 
he  has  expiated  his  treafon  with  his  life. 

The  a<5\ion  continued  with  little  interruption 
from  a  few  minutes  after  nine  till  near  three  in 
the  afternoon.  One  column  of  the  rebel  army 
fled  over  the  mountains  towards  Mohill,  and  the 
other  took  its  direction  towards  Edgeworthflown, 
I  have  the  Angular  happinefs  to  flate,  that  on  our 
part  not  a  life  was  loft  ;-  and  only  two  men  were 
wounded,  both  of  w^hom  are  recovering. 

When  it  is  considered  that  the  whole  force 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  command  on  this  occa^ 
fion,  confifted  entirely  of  detachments  from  yeo- 
menry  corps,  fo  few  in  number,  and  without  the 
aid  of  any  regular  troops,  and  oppofed  to  an 
enemy  fo  formidable  by  their  numbers,  I  hope 
your  Lordfhip  and  their  country  will  think,  that 
they  have  faithfully  difcharged  the  tmft  repofed  • 
in  them. 

Were  my  tribute  of  praife  of  any  value  to  the 
efficers  v^irh  whom  1  had  the  honour  to  aft,  I 
would  have  much  to  fay  ;  but  the  event  fpeaks  a 
language  ftronger  than  my  pen  can  utter.  It  is  a 
matter  of  real  regret,  that  the  exertions  of  the 
'cavalry  were  fo  feverely  reftrained  by  the  ftrength 
of  the  inclofures,  which  difabled  them  from  ad- 
ding that  eclat  to  the  aflion  which  their  fpirit  and 
zeal  w^ould  ctherwife  have  done.  I  cannot,  how- 
ever^ 
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civcr,  omit  my  acknowledgements  to  Captain 
.Ealles,  of  the  Ballymacue  cavalry,  and  Captain 
Bell,  and  Lieutenant  Helden  of  the  Granard 
cavalry,  for  their  anxious  endeavours  to  contri- 
bute to  the  fuccefs  of  the  day ;  to  Lieutenants 
Erikine  and  Armftrong,  of  the  Cavan  infantry  5 
Lieutenant  Bell,  of  the  Ballintemple  infantry  j 
Lieutenant  Booth,  of  the  Croffcioney  infantry  5 
Lieutenant  Bell,  of  the  Ballymacue  difmouated 
cavalry,  and  Moutray  Erfkine,  Efq;  who  gal- 
lantly volunteered  on  this  occafion  5  and  to  the 
troops  in  general  I  can  only  fay,  that  the  hiftory 
of  the  day  will  be  the  beft  comment  on  their 
.  c^nduft, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordlhip's  moft  obedient  fcrvant^ 

J,  H.  COTTINGHAM, 

Capt.  Cavan  and  Ballyhaifs  infantry^ 

To  the  particulars  detailed  in  the  above  letter 

.   are  fupcradded  a  few  more,  which  will  aillft  in 

laying  before  the  reader  the  fulleft  ftatement  cf 

;   an  a£lion,  the  benefits  refuititig  from  which  were 

of  an  extent  great  beyond  calculation. 

When  Captain  Cottingham  had  taken  up  his 
pofition  to  receive  the  attack  of  the  rebel  army, 
tlie  moat  of  Granard,  and  the  barracks,  were 
otcupied  by  the  Granard  difraounted  cavalry. 
The  moat  is  a  fmall  Danifli  fort^  raifed  to  a  con- 

iidcrabis 
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Sclerable  hdght  above  the  adjoining  ground,  and 
lately  lurrounJed  by  a  low  parapet  wall,  by  the 
Hon.  Major  Pdckenham,  of  the  23J  light  dra- 
goons, who  had  been  quartered  there  at  the 
time  of  the  French  landing — v/ithin  the  fort  is  a 
very  fniall  brick  building,  which  ferves  as  a 
guard-room,  and  the  whole  fort  is  capable  of 
containing  about  fifty  men.  It  ftands  near  the 
weiicrn  entrance  into  Granard,  on  the  higheft 
point  of  the  hill  on  which  that  town  is  built.— 
The  barracks  are  at  the  eaftern  entrance  into  tJie 
town — they  are  furrounded  by  a  high  wall,  Cii 
the  four  angles  of  which  four  fmall  baftions  have 
been  ere<fted.  In  this  place  Ralph  Dopping,  Efq; 
took  poft  with  a  few  men,  and  by  his  judicious 
and  fpirited  conduct  checked  the  left  column  of 
the  rebels,  which  had  attempted  to  enter  at  that 
end  of  the  town,  and  had  made  a  violent  effort 
to  take  the  barracks  by  aflault. 

During  the  whole  of  this  memorable  avflion, 
Captain  Cottingham  received  the  moft  eflcnrial 
adiftance  from  Andrew  Bell,  Efqj  of  Drumkecl, 
in  the  county  of  Cavan,  a  member  of  the  atror^ 
nies  cavalry,  who  though  not  attached  to  any 
corps  engaged  on  that  day,  yet  in  the  mofi:  fpi- 
rited manner  voJunteered  his  fcrvices,  and  a<?led 
as  aid-de-camp  to  Captain  Cottingham  during  the 
heat  of  the  aflion,  and  by  the  precifion  with 
which   bje  delivered  every  order  from  the  com« 

raanding' 
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tnandlng- officer,  and  by  his  own  pcrfonal  cxer* 
tions,  at  a  time  when  every  individual  had  ample 
fcope  for  individual  exertions,  is  fully  entitled  to 
thofe  acknowledgments,  which  Captain  Cotting- 
ham  has  been  heard  to  make,  and  which  were 
omitted  in  the  official  account  before  tranfcribed, 
through  the  hurry  and  tumult  which  naturally 
took  place  at  the  time  when  that  account  was 
%vrirten— but  the  names  ai  Mr.  Bopping  and  Mr. 
Bell  fliould  not  be  now  omitted,  in  a  work, 
which  has  for  one  of  its  objefts,  not  only  the 
detail  of  gallant  adlions,  but  alfo  that  of  being  a 
memorial  of  thofe  to  whom  their  country  became 
;  indebted  in  the  moment  of  her  diftrefs. 

The  number  of  the  flain  on  that  day,  far  ex- 
ceeded the  amount  ftated  in  the  ofiicial  letter; 
we  have  authority  to  fay  it  nearly  doubled  Jt. 
The  defeat  of  the  rebels  was  fo  complete,  as  well 
as  fo  unexpected  by  them,  that  almcft  all  their 
.chiefs,  who  furvived  the  action,  fled  in  every 
idiredlion,  and  every  hope  was  blafted  of  again 
raifing  the  ftandard  of  rebellion  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood. This  will  fully  appear,  when  it  is 
told,  that  on  the  approach  of  the  French  to  the 
town  of  Granard,  on  the  eighth  of  September, 
not  a  fingle  rebel  was  feen  to  raife  his  head  in 
that  neighbourhood. 

The  right  column  of  the  rebel  army  was  by 
much  the  ftrongeft  jand  was  compofed  principally 
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of  the  rebels  who  had  marched  on  the  d<\y  pre- 
ceding from  the  county  of  Weftmeath.  A  large 
body  of  thefe  nrioved  ofF  together/  after  their 
defeat,  to  Wilfon's-Hofpital,f  which  they  took 
poffeflion  of,  and  were  there  preparing  to  butcher 
iu  cold  blood,  a  number  of  Frotefcants,  whom 
they  had  Cvonfined  in  fome  of  the  rooms ;  when 
Major  Porter,  who  hnd  marched  from  Cavan  the 
evening  after  the  action  at  Granard,  fortunately 
arrived  at  the  Hofpital,  v/iih  two  hundred  and 
fifty  of  his  regiment.  Captain  Palles  and  his 
cavalry,  and  iome  other  corps  of  yeomen-cavalry, 
who  had  joined  him.  After  a  fliort  but  finart 
action,  the  rebels  fled  in  every  direfdon,  and  the 
wretched  victims  were  i*efcued  from  death  at  the 
very  inftant,  when  it  was  about  to  be  dealt  out 
to  them  in  a  manner  the  moll  favage. 

The  plans  of  the, rebels  were  fully  difcovered." 
Had  Granard  fallen  into  their  hands,  of  which 
they  admitted  no  doubt,  Cavan  was  on  the  ne:st^ 
day  to  have  been  attacked  by  the  Granard  army^ 
aided  by  above  twenty  three  thoufand  men  from 
the  county  of  Monaghan  alone  •,  whilft  other' 
rebel  armies,  which  were  fully  organized,  and 
ready  to  rife  at  a  moment's  warning,  were  to  fadl 
on  Belturbet  and  KiUiihandra.  The  weight  of 
their  immenfe  numbers,  flufhed  with  victory,  and 

f  Dei'aikd  in  pages  254'^s63. 
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i|^pirtted  by  the  near  approach  of  the  French, 
ould  too  probably  have  borne  down  the  gallant 
jtroops,  which  defended  thofe  places.  Had  they 
,  jfallen,  the  Freneh  would  have  been  enabled  to 
ihave  thrown  great  and  powerful  obftacles  in  the 
way  of  the  Marquis  of  Cornwallis  and  of  General 
Lake  :  and  the  Ccenes  of  devaftation  and  of  mur- 
der, which  a  vidlorious  rebel  army  would  too 
fiireiy  have  exhibited,  would  have  rendered  the 
North  alike  with  the  South — a  dreadful  example 
of  the  eftefts  of  rebellion. 

Great  and  deciilve  therefore,  were  the  benefits 
derived  from  this  viflory.  The  fafety  of  the 
North,  perhaps  of  Dublin  too,  was  fecured  by  it* 


IHE  follov/mg  is  an  authentic  cxtrad  of  a  letter 

which  v/as  written  without  any  intention  of  ap- 

J  pearlng  in  print,  by  a  Gentleman  of  the  higheft 

'i 

]  chara<^er  and  refpeclabiltty,  lince  deceased,  who 

narrowly  efcaped    becoming   the  vidim  of  his 

loyalty  and  humanity  ;  it  is  here  inferted — being 

!  preparatory  to  the  attack  at  WilfonVhofpital;  for 

I  which  fee  pages  25S-— 263. 


LETTER     XXV. 

MuLLiNGAR,  Sept.  10,  1795/ 
Aly  Dear «• 

THANK  the  Almighty  God  i  now  fit  down 

in  peace,  to  give  a  recital  of  fame  of  the  events 

Z  which 
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which  happened  in  this  dlftrift,  as  far  as  I  anX; 
able   to   recoUedl.     On  Tuefday,  the  fourth   oft 
September,  a  yeoman  from  near  Newpafs,  camq^ 
cxprefs  to  let  me  know  the  country  was  up  there  ^ 
while  he  was  making  his  report  my  fervant  carac^ 
in,  and  informed  me  that  the  hills  were  covered 
with  men  :  on  this  I  prepared  for  defence, with  four 
Proteftants   and  two  others,    and    flood   to  mjf 
arms  all  night.    In  the  morning  I  received  a  letter/ 
from  my  neighbours,  letting  me  know  that  neiiher| 
my  perfon  or  place   (hould  be  molcfted  ;  I  fent^" 
for  one  or  two  of  them,  returned  my  thanks^ 
told   them   I  wiflied  to  keep  my  arms  to  defend 
myfeif    from   plundering  parties  j    they    faid    I^- 
fliould,  and  deiired  to  fee  me  at  Bunbrufna.     I^ 
went  there,  met  fome  of  their  leaders  who  feemed^ 
willing;  to  return  to  their  bufinefs  on  an  oblivion 
of  what  had  pafled,  and  requefted  that  I  wouldL 
go  to  the  commanding  officer  at  MuUingar,  and^ 
acquaint  him  of  it. 

As  fbon  as  I  got  home,  an  exprefs  came  after^ 
nie,  to  let  me  know  that  the  troops  were  march-^ 
ing  to  Multifarnam  ;  I  went  there,  among  the 
acclamations  of  the  people,  and   proceeded  to 
meet  them  (the  troops),  but  it  proved  a  falfc 

alarm  \  on  my  return  it  was  fettled  that and 

^^ —  of  Bijnbrufn^i,  fhould  go  with  me  to  Col. 
Biake,  of  the  Northurriberland  fencibles,  com- 
manding-ofRcer    at   Muiiingar,    from    whom  I 

brought 
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In'ought  the  following  anfwer  obtained  with  dif- 
ficulty :  **  Colonel  Blake  cannot  enter  into  any 
!  engagement  with  p.erfons  in  arms  againft  their 
I  Sovereign,  but  in  confequence  of  my  repfefen* 
tation  he  fufpends  the  operation  of  the  troops  foi* 
a  few  hours,  in  expe£laticn  of  an  unconditional 
fubmiiBon  :"  (this  was  a  fimilar  reply  to  that  given 
by  the  juftices  to  complaints  they  made  of  grie- 
vances).    We  returned   with  the  above  anfwer 
from  Colonel  Blake,  and  found  that  Lord  Long- 
ford had  been  at  Multifarnam,  and  had  taken 
the  road  to  Lackin^  in  order  to  meet  troops  com- 
ing from  Granard  ;  I  followed  his  Lordfhip,  the 
order  was  enough  for  him  ^  when  I  returned  to 
them  (the  rebels},  the  alarm  was  given  that  there 
were  troops  on  the  road  from  Balnalack,  which 
created  a  general  corifufion  among  them.     Now 
Isegins  the  awful  fituation  in  which  I  was  for  I 
^lieve  half  an  hour  \ — I  was  to  go  and  meet  the 
troops,  in  order  to  poftpone  the  attack,  conduced 
through  the  rebels  (who  were  in  general  drunk) 
by  fome  of  their  leaders  ;  we  had  not  gone  fifty 
yards  along  the  wall   from  the  Hofpital-gate  | 

until 

X  Wilfon^S'hofpital  is  a  charitable  Prof  eft  ant  irjli^ 

iution^  for  maintaining^  ^c,  twenty  aged  meuy  diid 

an  bundled  boySy  fttuated  within  a  few  miles  of 

Muliingar^    Co,   JVefimeath.     It  was  founded   by 

Z  2  Andrew 
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until  we  were  flopped  by  the  people  who  lined 
it,  prefenting  at  us,  fwearing  we  fhould  not  paft, 
and  were  after warJs  feized  by  others  with  pikes, 
piftols,  &c.  to  our  breafts^  faying  we  would  betray 
them,  &c.  &c.  this  happened  two  or  three  times^ 
The  fame  imprecations,  &c.  continumg,  until  at 
hft  a  perfoD  came  up*  whom  I  addrefled,  begging 
jf  they  did  not  chufe  I  flbould  go,  that  I  might 
'beiput  in  a  place  cf  fafety:  he  feeming  to  have 
ibme  authority  went  with  me,  and  though  ofiert 
called  lex  ftop,  conveyed  me  fafe  through  theco  , 
imnjediately  after  which,  I  am  told,  another  partj^ 
followed  to  put  me  to  death,  but  were  prevented 
137  fome  Oihers,  ^;vho  >Vould  not  fuffer  it.  After 
this  efcape  I  got  as  far  as  the  turn  from  Bijn- 
brufna  to  my  own  houfe,  and  juft  as  I  was  in  the 
aft  of  taking  off  my  hat  to  aik  for  the  command- 
ing-officer, the  field-pieces  attached  to  the  Arg,y!e 
fencibles  fired  in  my  front  three  difcbarges,  before 
i  could  get  out  of  the  line  of  the  fire — and  ano- 
ther man  with  me  :  but  we  fortunately  efcaped* 
Whether  they  were  through  miflake  pointed  at 
us  or  not  I  have  liot  beard  y  I  think  not,  but  ojer 
Giir_  heads  at  the  rebels,  who  probably  appeared 
on  the  hill  going  to  the  Hofpital.     As  foon  as  I 

Andrew  JVilfon^  Efq;  cf  Tiersjield  in  /aid  county^ 
ivho  bequeathed  the  prinapal  part  of  his  propei'ty 
toivards  Us  fupport^ 
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got  clear  I  made  my  way  to  MuUingar,  congra- 
tulating myfelf ^  on  what  I  believe  you  will  allow 
to  be  a  moft  providential  efcape,  leaving  the  con* 
tending  parties  to  determine  the  fate  of  the  day. 

Having  given  you  a  brief  detail  of  the  dangers 
by  which  I  was  encompaffed,  I  fhall  inform  yoia 

of   J  hair's- breadth  efcape — you   muft   know' 

that  he  pafled  through  Bunbrufna,  efcorting  ai5[ 
artillery-cart  of  ammunition,  &c.  the  very  morn- 
ing of  the  rifing ;  they  were  to  convey  it  to 
EdgQworthftown,  but  as  the  cOmmanding»o3iccr 
refufed  to  take  it  from  them,  though  by  the  route 
obliged  to  take  it,  they  marched  on  with  it  fmartly, 
and  fhortly  after  they  left  Edgeworthftown  it 
fuddenly  blew  up  •,  the  explofion  killed  the  two 
drivers  and  five  horfes,  and  wounded  two  yeomen 
very  feverely,  as  alfo  a  fon  of  Mr. — —  who  I- 
underftand  is  likely  to  recover; 

I  now  congratulate  you  on  our  having  the 
French  in  our  hands  ; — when  they  furrendered 
at  Bailinamuck,  and  the  rebels  were  given  no 
quarters,  I  underftand  even  their  French  friends 
fired  on  them  and  tumbled  many. 

Yours^  moft  fincerely^' 


%  His  fen. 


Z  3  LETTER 
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LETTER    XXVI. 

MuLLiNGAR,  October  3,  ijc)^ 
Sir, 

I  received  your  favour,  and  flball  be  happy  to 
give  you  every  information  in  my  power,  relative 
to  the  late  rebellion  in  Wcftmcath.  The  perufal 
of  the  Firft  Part  of  your  Narrative  has  afforded 
me  much  pleafure — the  defcriptions  are  very  inte- 
refting — and  it  is  pleafing  to  think,  that  the  fpi- 
rited  exertions  and  glorious  fuccefs  of  our  brave 
loyalifts,  are  to  be  handed  down  to  pofterity. 

WilfcnVHofpital,  is  a  very  fine  Proteftant  infti- 
tution.  It  is  fituated  about  fix  miles  from  Mul- 
jingar,  on  the  Longford  fide,  and  lies  between 
the  villages  of  Multifarnam  and  Bunbrufna.  On 
Tuefday,  the  fourth  of  September  1 798,  in  the 
middle  of  the  day,  a  party  of  armed  rebels,  feve- 
ral  of  wiiom  were  the  hofpital  labourers,  ran  into 
J  he  houfe,  with  the  intention  of  furprifing  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Radcliffe,  who  Is  chaplain  and  fuper- 
intendant,  and  taking  the  arms.  He  happened 
to  fee  them  when  they  were  near  the  door,  and 
had  juft  time  to  fnatch  a  gun  and  run  to  meet 
them.  This  oppofition,  though  unafiifled,  except 
by  a  fervant  boy  who  carried  a  blunderbufs  for 
him,  was  for  that  day  effeftual ;  as  the  par-y 
thought  proper  to  retreat  without  accomplifhing 

their 
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their  purpofe.  In  the  fcufile  Mr.  R.  was  very 
fevercly  wounded,  and  two  of  the  rebel  captains 
flightly. 

On  Wedn^fday,  the  "fifth  of  September,  at 
about  fevcn  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  bofpital 
was  furrounded  by  a  prodigious  multitude  of 
rebels,  men  and  women,  amounting  on  a  moderate 
computation,  to  upwards  of  five  thoufand.  Their 
cry  was  for  the  arms,  which  Mr.  R.  being  weak 
from  the  lofs  of  blood,  and  not  having  any  one  he 
could  depend  on,  ordered  to  be  delivered  to  them, 
on  their  promife  of  retiring  peaceably.  As  foon, 
however,  as  they  had  got  the  arms,  they  broke 
in  the  doors,  with  fledges,  and  plundered  the 
houfe  of  m^ny  articles — they  even  took  away  the 
dothes  of  the  old  men  and  boys,  and  ftripped 
off  their  fhoes  and  (lockings.  After  they  had 
plundered  for  an  hour,  they  took  Mr  R.  prifoner, 
and  brought  him  to  the  village  of  Multlfarnam, 
where  he  was  liberated  throuph  the  inta^poiiticn 
of  Mr.  Moran,  the  parifh-priefi:,  lie  ^ya3  then  fo 
fortunate  as  to  get  fafe  into  Mullingdr,  where  he 
-was  confined  bv  his  wounds  for  cieht  weeks. 
The  rebci  army  marched  from  Muitifarnam  to 
the  crooked  wood,  five  miles  from  the  Hoipitrd, 
expecting  to  be  joined  there  by  great  nun^bcrs 
from  the  county  of  Mcath  ;  they  remained  in 
the  wood  ah  the  nigl-t  of  Wcdnefuay  the  fifth, 
feafting  on  the   fat   flieep  of  the  reighbonrlrig 

gentry, 
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gentry,  and  drinking  ♦he  wine,  &c.  which  they 
had  plundered  from  different  houfes.  On  Thurf- 
day  morning  they  returned  to  Wilfon's-Hofpital, 
took  pofleffion  of  it  as  a  barrack,  and  were  joined 
by  a  large  body  from  the  county  of  Longford, 
Their  numbers  now  amounted  to  upwards  of 
feven  thoufand  men,  remarkably  well  armed,  and 
fo  confident  were  they  of  vidlory,  that  they  were 
frequently  heard  to  defy  the  army  of  ten  counties^ 
The  ftrength  of  their  pofition  was  indeed  very 
great,  being  furrounded  by  walls,  thick  hedges, 
and  plantations.  They  had  taken  in  the  two 
preceding  days,  twenty-eight  Proteftant  prifoners, 
who  had  not  given  them  any  other  offence,  ex- 
cept that  of  being  Protejlanti !  Thefe  unfortu- 
nate people  were  now  hourly  threatened  with  a 
cruel  death  •,  and  as  fome  of  them  have  declared, 
were  on  the  point  of  being  led  out  to  be  butch- 
ered, when  the  report  of  a  cannon  at  a  little 
diftance,  threw  the  rebels  into  confufion. 

Lord  Longford,  who  had  not  been  apprized 
of  the  rifing  till  Wednefday  the  fifth,  ufed  moft 
uncommon  exertions  to  colledl:  a  force  capable  of 
oppofing  fo  large  a  body  of  rebels  with  fome  prof- 
pect  of  fuccefs  •,  and  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  join 
two  corps  of  yeomenry  to  his  own,  one  from 
Finnan  in  the  county  of  Cavan,  and  one  from 
Oldcaftle  in  the  county  of  Meath.  With  th'S 
fcrcCj  auiounting  in  the  whole,  cavalry  and  in- 
fantry. 
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fantry,  to  fomething  upwards  of  one  hundred, 
3iis  Lordfhip  marched  towards  the  Hofpital,  on 
Thurfday  the  fixth  ,  and  near  the  -village  of 
Bunbriifna,  at  about  four  o'clock,  P.  M.  was 
joined  by  a  detachment  of  the  Argyle  fencibks, 
one  hundred  ftrong,  with  one  field-piece,  com- 
manded by  Major  Porter.  This  detachment 
marched  that  morning  from  Granard,  a  diftance 
of  twelve  miles,  and  met  Lord  Longford  by  ap- 
pointment. 

BArriE   OP   WILSON^ S-HOSPltJl. 

As  foon  as  the  rebels  were  convinced  the  army 
had  arrived  at  this  place,  they  fent  five  hundred 
t)f  their  ftouteft  men  from  the  Hofpital,  armed 
with  mufquets  and  fowling-pieces,  and  a  large 
Ipody  of  pikemen,  to  attack  them.  The  high- 
ianders  were  at  this  time  polled  on  the  high  road, 
near  Bunbrufna,  drawn  ^p  in  very  clofe  order^ 
with  the  field-piece  in  their  centre. 

A  defperate  party  of  rebels  iflued  from  the^ 
main  body,  and  ran  with  violence  towards  the 
cannon,  advancing  almoH:  to  its  muzzle,  with  a 
determination  to  feize  it  5  but  by  a  difcharge  of 
grape-fliot,  they  were  made  to  pay  dearly  for  their 
temerity.  At  this  time,  two  of  the  arrillerj^-men 
were  fliot  by  a  rebel  from  behind  a  hedge. 

The  infantry  now,  made  (o  good  a  ufe  of  their 
mufquets,    that  the  rebels  broke,  and  were  pur- 

fued 
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filed  by  the  cavalry  in  all  direftions.  A  large 
party  fled  to  the  hill  of  Laney,  juft  by,  and  were 
overtaken  by  the  yeomenry,  who  did  great  exe- 
cution among  them.  Another  party  got  into  the 
houfe  and  offices  of  a  wealthy  farmer,  on  the 
Mallingar  road,  and  from  thence  fired  on  the 
troops  5  the  thatch  taking  fire  from  the  wadding 
of  the  guns,  the  houfes  were  confumcd  ;  and  it 
was  faid,  that  feveral  of  the  rebels  were  burned 
in  them.  Another  party  took  fhelter  behind  the 
demefne  walls,  and  in  che  plantations  of  the 
Hofpital,  but  were  quickly  diflodged  by  two  or* 
three  difcharges  of  grape-fhot.  At  the  attach  on 
the  caftncftf.  one  Barden,  the  leader,  a  rich  miller, 
was  heard  to  cry  out,  *«  Boys,  feize  the  gun,  and 
the  day  is  your  own  j  then  twift  your  pikes  in 
their  Protcftant  guts,  and  tear  tiieir  Orange  ibuls 
out."  Darknefs  coming  on  pat  a  ftop  to  the 
exertions  of  the  military,  who  lay  all  night  on 
their  arms;  the  fencibles  on  the  road,  near  the 
Hofpital,  and  the  yeomenry  in  a  ficid  behind  it. 
In  the  middle  of  the  night,  a  party  of  rebels 
ftole  unperceivcd  within  fhot  of  the  yeomenry, 
and  difcharged  a  volley  at  them,  but  without 
effect ;  Lord  Longford's  infantry,  returned  the 
fire,  and  twe  ve  men  of  the  rebel-  were  found 
dead  in  the  morning.  At  break  of  day,  on 
Friday  the  7th  of  September,  Major  Porter  fup- 
pofiiig  that  the  rebels  were  in  pofleiSon  of  the 

Hofpital, 
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Hofpltal,  was  preparing  to  batter  it,  when  hc^ 
was  informed  they  had  evacuated  the  place.  The 
troops  then  marched  into  it,  and  refrefhed  them- 
fclves  with  wine,  and  beef  and  mutton  ready 
drefled:  a  large  quantity  of  provifions  having 
been  prepared  for  the  French,  who  were  expe£led 
by  the  rebels  that  day.  All  the  black  cattle  and 
fli.eep  which  had  been  driven  into  the  Hofpital- 
dprnefaie,  were  reftored  to  their  proper  owners. 
The  rebels  were  faid  to  have  loft  in  the  engage- 
ment and  purfuit,  near  two  hundred  in  killed 
and  wounded.  Could  the  battle  have  begun  two 
or  three  hours  Iboner,  the  (laughter  would  have^^ 
been  prodigious.  Thoufands  threw  away  their 
arms,  and  fled  in  the  greateft  confufion,  on  the 
firft  report  of  the  cannon,  and  never  again  re- 
turned to  the  fcene  of  aftion. 

The  iofs,  on  the  part  of  the  King's  troops,  was 
only  the  two  artillery-men  before-mentioned. 
Thus,  under  the  diredlion  of  Providence,  were 
feven  thoufand  rebels  well  armed,  and  confident 
in  their  firength,  routed  by  about  two  hundred 
loyaliftsy  who  had  made  a  fatiguing  march  on  the 
day  of  battle.  At  the  time  of  the  infurredtion, 
the  Northumberland  fencibles,  a  fine  regiment, 
lay  at  Mullingar,  but  were  fo  weakened  by  fend- 
ing detachments  to  different  parts,  that  the  com*- 
manding-oiScer  thought  his  whole  force  barely 

fuificient 
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fufficient  for  the  defence  of  the  town,  which  wa^ 
much  threatened. 

Every  circumftance  that  took  place  I  give  you 
on  my  own  authority  and  that  of  refpedable  per- 
fons  who  were  prefent ;  and  I  believe  the  account 
to  be  pretty  accurate.  I  have  written  in  a  hurry, 
therefore  hope  you  will  be  fo  good  as  to  drefs 
this  up,  and  make  what  ufe  you  pleafe  of  it. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  humble  Servant, 


LETTER  XXVII. 
TO  THE  PUBLISHER- 
HAVING  feen  many  inaccurate  accounts  of 
the  action  fuilalned  on  the  5th  inft.  at  Colooney, 
by  a  detachment  under  my  command,  againft  the 
Trench  and  rebel  army,  I  think  it  incumbent  on 
me,  in  juftice  to  the  officers  and  foldiers,  who 
ferved  fo  gallantly  on  that  occafion,  to  give  a  fair 
account  of  the  bufinefs  to  the  public  ;  which  I 
iliould  have  done  before,  but  that  I  expected  my 
official  report  would  have  appeared. 

CHARLES  VERREKER. 
Colonel  Limerick  City  Militia^ 
Sligo,  September  3©,  17^8. 

ABOUT 
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AfeOUT  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
fifth,  Captain  O'Hara,  of  the  Liney  yeomen- 
cavalry,  who  commanded  my  advanced  piquet  at 
Tubbercurry,  reported .  to  me  that  he  had  been 
driven  back  by  the  advanced  guard  of  the  enemy, 
after  a  fmart  Ikirmifti,  in  which  he  had  one  man 
killed  and  another  wounded.  Shortly  after,  I 
learned  that  a  divifion  of  the  French  army  had 
arrived  at  Colooney,  with  an  intention,  as  I  con- 
ceived, of  attacking  this  town,  and  as  I  judged 
it  more  advifeable  to  attack  them  than  to  wait  to 
be  attacked,  I  marched  out  with  twp  hundred  and 
fifty  of  the  Limerick  City  militia,  two  curricle 
guns,  twenty  of  the  Effsx  fencible  infantry,  thirty 
iyeomen  infantry,  and  a  troop  of  the  24th  reg4-. 
imcnt  of  light  dragoons, 

BATTLE  OF  COLOOKET. 

On  coming  near  Colooney,  I  found  the  enemy 
pofted  on  this  fide  of  the  town^  ready  to  receive 
me.  I  accordingly  ordci*ed  Major  OrmfDV^ 
with  one  hundred  men,  to  occupy  a  hill  which 
covered  my  right,  my  left  being  protefted  by  a 
river.  I  then  moved  forward  to  the  enemy,  when  a 
yery  clofe  and  fevere  action  commenced,  which 
lafted  near  an  hour  and  an  half  ^  at  length,  the 
very  fuperlor  number  of  the  enemy  enabled  him 
to  outflank  the  divifion  on  my  right,  whicl?  wais 
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compelled  to  fall  back.  At  that  time  perceivii/- 
the  enemy  to  make  a  difpolition  to  fiirround  me, 
and  my  ammunition  being  nearly  expended,  a 
retreat  became  abfolutely  neceflary. — From  the 
unfortunate  circumftance  of  one  of  the  gun 
horfes  being  fliot  in  the  act  of  harneffing,  we 
were  obliged  to  abandon  our  two  field-pieces — 
but  as  our  ammunition  waggon,  and  the  whole  of 
the  gun  harnefs  were  preferved,  the  guns  became 
ufelefs  to  the  enemy,  who,  in  confequence,  left 
them  behijid. 

Our  lofs  in  this  aclion,  (when  it  is  confidered 
that  v;e  had  the  entire  of  the  French  and  rebel 
army,  with  nine  pieces  of  cannon,  to  contend 
with)  was  lefs  than  might  have  been  expetfied.-*^ 
One  officer  and  fix  rank  and  file  were  kHIed — 
five  ofHcers  and  twenty-two  rank  and  file  were 
wounded.  On  the  fide  of  the  French,  by  their 
own  account,  above  twenty  were  killed,  and  about 
thirty  wounded,  fourteen  of  whom  were  very 
badly,  they  v/ere  brought  in  here ;  of  thefe  four 
have  fihce  died  in  the  hofpital.  The  number  of 
rebels  muft  have  borne  a  greater  proportion,  bat 
have  not  exactly  been  afcertained. 

I  have  great  pleafure  in  exprefiing  my  entire 
approbation  of  fche  condudt  of  the  officers  aoJ 
foldiers  on  this  occafion.  To  Lieu'ccnant-colond 
Gough,  I  have  to  return  my  warmeft  thanks,  fdi 
%]xc  '^rery  great  zeal  and  fpirit  difplayed  by  him— 

♦  tc 
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to  Major  Ormlby  my  thanks  are  juftly  due— asf 
jilfa  to  Captain  Waller,  of  the  Limerick  regl- 
jjment,  who, with  his  light  company,  was  extremely 
aclive.  I  have,  likewife,  to  exprefs  my  obliga- 
tions to  Captain  Sleilbr,  of  the  Royal  Irifli  artil- 
lery, for  his  conducl  in  the  a<flion,  and  for  his 
great  exertions,  under  a  very  heavy  fire,  to  bring 
pff  his  guns^  as  well  as  to  Captain  Whiftlcr,  of 
the  24th  light  dragoons,  who,  with  great  bravery, 
^et  the  charge  of  the  French  cavalry,  and  obliged 
them  to  retreat. 

I  have  great  fatisfaftiorrto  think^  that  although 
%e  were  obliged  to  retreat,  the  objeft  of  the  aftlont 
%as  attained-^namely,  that  of  faving  this  town, 
as,  from  the  acknowledgement  of  the  French, 
©fficers,  it  was  their  intention  to  have  attacked  it 
tot  for  the  check  they  got,  and  believing  thaf 
we  would  not  have  gone  out  to  meet  them,  if 
not  fupported  in  our  rere  ;  they  therefore  changed 
their  direftion* 

Return  of  the  officers  hilled  and  wounded  of    the 
Limerick  City  Regiment ^  in  the  above  aSlion, 

'  Colonel  Vereker,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gcugli^ 
Major  Ormfby,  Captain  Nafh,  Enfign  Lindon^ 
flightly  wounded. — Capt.Grips,  wounded  through 
the  neck  and  jaws. — Enfign  Rumley,  fhot  through 
the  body,  fince  dead. 

A  a  z  Golanel- 
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Colonel  Vereter,  previous  to  his  having  pub-» 
lifhed  the  forej^oing  account,  was  honoured  with 
a  letter  from  Major-general  Nugent,  expreffing 
his  approbation  of    his  conduft,  of  which  the  i 
following  is  an  extra^. 

Enniskillen,  Sept.  9,  1798. 

I  am  extremely  happy  to  find,  on  enquiry,  that 
although  the  Limerick  City  Regiment  has  fuf- 
fered  much,  in  the  aftion  which  they  fuftaincd 
with  the  French  force  at  Colooney,  the  officers 
are,  in  general,  likely  to  recover  from  the  wounds 
they  received, 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  gallantry  manifefted 
by  the  whole  corps  on  this  occafion,  and  beg  mj 
beft  compliments  maybe  prefcnted  to  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Gough,  and  all  the  officer?. 


THAT  Colonel  Vereker  is  endeared  to  the 
ioyai  inhabitants  of  Limerick,  is  evident  from 
the  following  addrefs. 


"JO 


(     269     ) 

rO  COLONEL  VEREKER. 

By  the  High-Jherlff  and  Grand  Jury  of  the  county 
of  S/igo, — The  Highfheriff  in  the  chair. 

RESOLVED,  that  our  warmeft  thanks  are 
mflly  due,  and  are  hereby  prefented  to  Colonel 
Vereker,  of  the  Limerick  regiment,  for  his  very 
fpirited  and  judicious  conduft,  when  undifcou- 
s^aged  by  their  fuperior  numbers  and  artillery,  he 
marched  againft  the  enemy  at  Colponey,  rather 
than  wait  their  attack  ;  as  alfo  foir  his  uncommon 
exertions  and  intrepidity  during  a  very  fev^ere 
•action,  by  which  the  enemy  not  only  received  a 
coniiderable  check,  but  were  diverted  from  their 
intended  attack  and  pillage  of  the  town  of  Sligo^ 
and  induced  to  dire£l  their  line  of  march  ano* 
ther  v/ay. 

Refolved  alfo,  that  we  cannot  too  fully  exprefs 
our  admiration  of  the  officers  and  privates  under 
Colonel  Vereker's  command,  upon  that  occafion, 
for  the  fpirit  of  perfeverance  with  which  they 
executed  all  orders  under  fuch  uncommon  difad- 
vantage,  and  finally  accompliflied  the  objedl  of 
fo  bold  a  meafure. 

JAMES  WOOD,  HIgh-fherifF. 
C.  O'HARA,  Foreman* 
October  12^  179S. 

^a3  THE 
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THE  following  ktter  was  written  by  Mr,  W, 
H,  G.  to  a  Gentleman  in  TyrreU's-pafs,  who  was 
pleafed  to  enclpfe  it  to  the  Publi flier.  For  former 
accounts  by  faid  correfpondent,  fee  Part  first, 
pages  70—78,  and  Part  Second,  pages  120— 
124.  The  Editor  has  ftudied,  as  far  as  poffible, 
to  meet  the  wifhes  of  thofc  Gentlemen  who  have 
tranfmitted  the  materials  for  this  work,  by  fom^^ 
times  recapitulating  nearly  the  fame  particulars 
-this  being  folely  his  motive,  ^Jji,  \^  hope.^^ 
exculpate  him  from^  -,^^^;^^^  iautology. 


LETTER    XXVIII. 

Ballina,  October  3,  1798. 
Afy  very  dear  Friendy 
I  WAS  in  Dublin  the  evening  the  exprefs 
brought  intelligence  that  the  French  had  landed. 
I  went  fame  day  to  Naas  \  it  was  eleven  o'clock 
at  night  when  I  arrived  there  :  you  will  admit  I 
had  a  great  efcape.  The  army  had  marched,  I  fol- 
lowed, and  overtook  them  in  Frankford  j  we 
marched  from  thence  to  Athlone,  where  we 
joined  the  Commander-in-chief*s  grand  army 
4eftined  f^r  Caftlebar  j  we  then  marched  for* 
ward,  and  encamped  at  a  little  village  called  B4U 
nimore  \  the  next  evening  we  lay  at  Knock,  00 
ihc  ftde  cf  ^  mpuntain  \  ivm  that  we  prQceede4 

to 
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to  Tuami  and  there  encamped  j  we  were  then 
ordered  to  join  General  Taylor's  brigade*  on 
their  march  from  Sligo.  Our  regiment  (the 
Armagh)  and  the  Reay  fendbles  left  Tuam  camp 
{confiding  of  fourteen  thoufand  brave  foldiers), 
?n4  marched  through  Caftlerca  for  Ballaghada- 
recn,  where  we  lay  that  night ;  here  it  was  that 
I  met  my  brother  with  the  light  brigade  from 
Bbris — you  may  conceive  what  I  felt  on  the 
occafion.  About  two  in  the  morning  we  marched 
by  Swineford  for  Caftlebar,  but  the  French  had 
given  us  the  flip  and  went  for  Sligo  j  we  en*- 
camped  at  Tubbercurry.  The  French  and  Li* 
merick  militia  had  a  fkirmifli  at  Colooney  i* 
many  were  killed  on  both  fides;  wc  loft  two 
pieces  of  cannon  ;— fame  evening  we  lay  near 
Drumahair.  Our  advanced  guard  preffed  fo  hard 
after  the  French,  that  they  left  feven  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  a  great  quantity  of  ammunition,  on 
the  road  :  the  road  was  dreary  and  wafte,  o.ving 
to  their  depredations,  the  houies  being  all  plun- 
dered. Next  day  we  marched  upwards  oi  twenty 
miles,  and  encamped  near  Leitrim.  They  at- 
tempted to  break  one  of  the  bridges  down,  but 
the  Hefllans  charged  and  killed  many  of  them, 
, which  forced  them  to  retire — the  road  v/as 
ftl^ewed  with  dead  bodies.     Near  to  Cloon  they 

'•^  F^r  this  aWon  fee  pa^cs  %6^ — z6p. 

'  drew 
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drew  up  in  line  of  battle,  but  on  our  advance 
they  retreated  towards  Granard,  At  Ballinamuck 
they  drew  up  again,  and  extended  their  line  acrofs 
a  bog,  to  prevent  the  cavalry  from  charging  them, 
and  planted  their  cannon  on  a  hill  to  the  left  of 
the  road  as  it  led  through  the  bog  :  in  this  order 
they  waited  our  approach.  The  light  brigade 
attacked  them  firft  •,  our  light  company,  after  a 
few  fires,  leaped  into  their  trenches,  and  dread- 
ful carnage  enfued  -,  the  French  cried  for  mercy. 
We  ran  for  four  miles  before  we  could  get  into 
action  •,  the  men  forgot  all  their  troubles  and 
fought  like  furies.  We  purfued  the  rebels  through  - 
the  bog — the  country  was  covered  for  miles  round 
with  their  flain.  We  remained  for  a  few  days 
burying  the  dead — hung  General  Blake  and  nine 
of  the  Longford  militia  :  we  brought  an  hundred 
and  thirteen  pri Toners  to  Carrick-on-Shannon, 
nineteen  of  whom  we  executed  in  one  day,  and 
left  the  remainder  with  another  regiment  to  fol- 
low  our  example,  and  then  marched  for  B^yie, 
and  from  that  to  Cultiilnagh  near  Caftlebar  j  f^me 
night  we  received  orders  to  march  for  Foxford  - 
and  relieve  that  place  which  had  been  plundered. 
On  our  arrival  v/e  fortified  the  town,  calling  up 
barriers  acrofs  the  ftreets — it  was  well  we  ufed 
this  precaution,  for  we  had  no  cannon,  and  the 
rebels  next  evening  furrounded  the  town  in  great 
force,  kept  up  a  fmart  fire  for  two  hours,  then 

gave 
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gave  way ;  we  remained  under  arms  all  night. 
Next  day,  being  Sunday,  we  brought  the  Pro- 
teftant  inhabitants  with  us,  and  marched  for 
Killala,  where  we  engaged  and  defeated  the  rebels 
with  great  flaughter,  making  many  prifoners, 
whom  we  hung.  A  few  days  after  the  battle  we 
fcoured  the  country  towards  the  mountains,  and 
sfter  a  march  of  thirty  miles  in  one  day  returned 
home,  leaving  many  dead. 

Our  regiment  fuftered  much,  being  in  feven- 
teen  engagements.  I  never  fuffered  fo  much  as 
on  this  expedition,  from  hunger,  want  of  flecp, 
and  fatigue;  marching  forty-eight  hours  withoul; 
tailing  meat,  nature  was  almoft  exhaufted. 

Yours,  &c. 

W.  H.  G. 


THE  following  are  extracts  of  a  letter  which 
was  received  by  a  Gentleman  after  his  liberation 
at  Caftlebar,  where  he  had  been  a  prifoner  dur- 
ing the  time  it  was  in  pofTeffion  of  the  French — « 
it  is  given  in  the  words  of  the  writer ;  and  is 
corroborated  by  the  fuccceding  accounts. 


I^ETTER 
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LETTER      XXIX. 

KiLLISHAMDRA,    SEPTEMBER,    I  798. 

Jlfy  cleat  Brother y 

GOD  only  knows  my  grief  of  mind  for  your 
prefent  fituation — your  being  yet  alive  is  a  ftrong 
argument  that  the  hearts  of  all  men  are  In  the 
hands  of  the  Moft  High. 

Some  days  before  the  battle  of  Ballinamuck 
we  were  much  alarmed  here,  although  we  little 
thought  that  the  French  were  fo  near  us.  The 
day  previous  to  the  battle  our  yeomen,  horfe  and 
foot,  Carrickgallon  and  Oakhill  men,  one  hun- 
dred and  fix  in  number,  went  to  Ballinamuck, 
on  an  information  that  avaft  body  of  rebels  were 
there  the  day  before;  yet  after  traverfing  the 
mountains,  not  a  man  could  be  feen — they  re- 
turned by  Balinalee  and  Bunlachey.  That  even- 
ing  expreffes  from  Ballinamuck  informed  us  that 
the  French  were  there.  The  yeomen  of  that 
place  fled  to  Ballyconnel  and  Belturbet.  The 
main  body  of  the  French  lay  in  Cloon  that  night ; 
a  Lieutenant  Weft  had  his  horfe  Ihot  under  him, 
while  reconnoitering  the  enemy — the  wounded 
beaft  crrried  his  mailer  two  miles,  when  he  fell; 
the  helmet  was  alfo  fhot  off  the  Lieutenant^s 
head.  The  French  General  and  mofl:  of  the 
oiiicers  agreed  to  take  fome  reft  in  Cloon,  givmg 
orders  that  they  (hould  not  be  fuffcred  to  fleep 

but 
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biit  two  hours— the  guard  let  them  fleep  four ; 
by  which  time  the  Englifli  army  came  much  nearer 
than  the  French  expected.  Such  is  the  Providence 
of  God  ;  for  had  they  got  feven  miles  farther  in 
the  county  Longford,  it  is  faid  they  would  have 
|?een  joined  by  many  thoufands,  who  only  waited 
the  coming  up  of  the  grand  army  to  lead  them. 
This  was  the  place  General  Lake's  van-guard 
fkirmiflied  with  their  rear-guard,  and  from  thence 
to  Ballinamuck,  four  miles  from  Ballinalee  and 
four  miles  from  Cloon.  "When  the  King's  army 
crofled  the  Shannon,  the  towns  were  illuminated 
for  them,  and  torches  held  in  the  ftreets  to  give 
them  light.  The  French  being  fo  clofely  pur- 
fued  prepared  for  an  unavoidable  battle  ; — they 
formed  on  a  hill  to  very  great  advantage,  having 
a  bog  on  their  left,  and  a  bog  and  lake  on  their 

Five  Sank  companies,  viz.  the  Dublin,  Armagh, 
'J^lonaghan,  Tippers ry,  and  Kerry,  requefled 
General  Lake  to  let  them  mount  beliind  the 
Heffians,  Carabineers,  and  Roxburgh,  &c.  fo 
Sfdent  were  they  to  overtake  the  enemy.     This 

^  "requeft  was  granted,  and  they  fpon  came  up  with 
the  foe  i  The  above  was  our  whole  force  in  the 

^  >£don,  and  no  men  furely  could  behave  more 
bravely.  Seeing  the  enemy  fo  advantageoufly 
pofted,  wifdom  ^A^^as  needful  on  the  part  of  our 
general ,  a  column  of  our  troops  faced  to  the 

left, 
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left,  and  marched  behind  an  emintnce,  to  flank 
their  right  wing.  Perceiving  this,  the  French  re-* 
treated  to  another  eminence  ;  to  this  our  artillery 
marched  in  front — The  enemy  had  their  cannon 
covered  with  pikemen,  who  were  about  to  take 
oar  cannon  under  cover  of  their  own  fmoke* 
General  Lake  aware  of  their  defign,  ordered  the 
artillery  to  retreat  to  another  hill,  and  finding 
his  men  fo  brave,  he  ordered  them  to  charge  the 
French  through  the  fmoke.  This  they  did  5  and 
with  a  terrible  War-thout  fo  overwhelmed  the 
French,  that  they  threw  up  their  arms  with  caps 
on  them,  yielding  thcmfelves  prifoners.  Here  I 
(hould  obferve  that  the  whole  of  the  French 
army  was  not  at  this  time  engaged  j  four  hundred 
and  more  remained  concealed  behind  the  in- 
trenchments,  and  refolved  by  treachery  to  fur- 
prife  our  men,  when  attacking  the  rebels  :  the 
point  was  to  get  them  from  this  hold — a  volley 
or  two  being  fired,  our  men  feigned  to  retreat. 
The  end  was  anfs^ered;  the  French  ruQied  out, 
and  our  foldiers  as  fuddcnly  met  them ; — here 
the  contefi-  was  defperate !  In  a  little  time  the 
French  fell  down,  offering  up  their  arms,  and  as 
our  men  advanced  to  receive  them,  they  treache- 
roufly  arofe  and  fired  on  our  generous  unguarded 
men,  and  then  fell  again  on  their  knees :  the 
enraged  troops  rufhed  on,  and  killed  numbers  of 
them  before  they  could  be  prevented.  Thtis  they 

overpowered, 
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overpowered,  difafmed,  and  made  prifoiiers,  all 
the  French,  before  the  grand  army  arrived.  The 
labels  expedting  no  quarters  did  all  poffible  harm 
•F^fired  many  Cc.nnoa-fliot,  but  to  no  effedi: ;  they 
fled  into  a  bog,  the  whole  of  which  was  loon 
furrcmnded  by  horfe  and  foot,  who  never  ceafed 
^'hile  a  rebel  was  ahve  ;  after  which  the  Marquis 
marched  off  with  his  prifoners. 
T  There  lay  dead  about  five  hundred ;  I  went 
next  day  with  many  others  to  fee  them  ;  how 
awful !  to  fee  that  heathy  mountain  covered  with 
dead  bodies,  refembling  at  a  diftance  flocks  of 
iheep — for  numbers  were  naked  and  fwelled  with 
the  weather.  We  found  fifteen  of  the  Longford 
militia  among  the  flain.  Our  lofs  was  twelve- 
two  of  w  >  were  Heliians,  whom  the  yeomen 
took  for  French  and  fired  on. 

The  fudden  progrels  of  fuch  a  handful  of  men 
into  the  very C^^ntre  of  our  ifland^  was,  I  think, 
^a  clear  comment  on  the  words  of  Solomon,  That 
<«  the  race  is  not  to  the  fwift,  nor  the  battle  to  the 
ftrong." 

Thus,  what  fix  tho^ifand  could  not  do  at  Caf- 
tlebar,  five  flank  companies  and  a  few  cavalry 
effefted  at  Ballinamuck!  Livy  fays,  in  all  human 
affairs,  efpecially  war,  fortune  hath  a  mighty 
fway  \  and  no  where  is  the  event  lefs  anfwerable 
to  the  expeftation  than  in  war.  Plutarch  ob- 
ferves,  there  was  no  temple  in  Rome  dedicated 
B  b  to 
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to  wifdom  or  valour,  but  a  moft  magnificent  one 
to  fortune;  fignifying  that  they  afcribed  theic 
fuccefs  to  Providence,  not  to  their  courage  or 
conduft.  May  the  loyalifts  never  lofe  fight  o£ 
this  leflbn. 


THAT  the  Gcd  cf  Armies  enabled  cur  loyaU 
ifts  to  oppofe  the  might  and  power  of  their  de- 
termined foes,  fliould  be  individually  acknow- 
€d  ged  throughout  future  ages.  To  their  eternal 
honor,  who  gratefully  avowed  this,  are  the  fol- 
lowing refolutions  recorded  in  this  Narrative.' 


KiLLisHANDRA,  September  12,  1798. 

AT  a  PUBLIC  VESTRY  held  this  day,  it 
was  unanimoufly  refolved — 

I.  That  a  SOLEMN  THANKSGIVING  be 

ofered  on  Sunday  nest,  to 

THE  LORD  GOD  OF  HOSTS, 

for  the  defeat  of  Gallic  invafion  and  domeftic 
rebellion,  ia  the  heart  of  the  kingdom,  at  Bal- 
XINaMuck,  in  the  county  of  Longford,  on  Sa- 
turday laft — and  for  the  fpecial  deliverance  of 
this  church  and  town^  from  the  horrors  of  war 
and  battle. 

2.  That 
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2.  That  our  thanks  be  hereby  given  to  RiCH- 
h'^i:^  Irwin,  of  DrumfiUah,  tfqj  for  nobly  ven- 
turing, at  the  hazard  of  his  life,  to  reconnoitre 
the  enemy's  camp,  early  on  that  morning,  for 
communicating  iiuportant  inforrndtion  of  their 
route  to  the  purfuuig  army^  and  for  kindly  re- 
lieving the.condernation  and  difaiay  of  this  town, 
by  his  fpcedy  return,  and  authentic  intelligence. 

3.  That  our  thanks  be  alfo  given  to  our  LOYi\L 
Yeomanry  Corps,  both  cavalry  and  infantry, 
for  their  vigilance  and  ftrenuous  exertions  to 
maintain  our  incftimable  Conftitution,  and  the 
peace  of  this  diftriil:,  againft  foreigu  and  domes- 
tic foes,  both  now  and  at  all  times. 

4.  That  thefe  refolutions  be  recorded  in  the 
veftry-bbok,  as  a  memorial  of  our  gratitude  to  our 
DIVINE  PROTECTOR  and  human  defenders 
of  every  defcription — as  a  teftimony  to  our  Chil- 
dren, that  WE  have  not  altogether  forgotteu 

THE  GOD  OF  OUR  FATHERS. 

(Sigaed) 

WILLIAM  HALES,  Redor, 

RICHARD  ANDERSON, -^p,    ,„ 

WILLIAM  M'CORMtCK,3^^^*  *^'"^' 
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LcJ)y  of  a  leiiey  from  Lieut  General  Ldlce  to  Capi 
7 ay/cr^  private  Sectetory  to  his  Excellency  ihi 
Lc'id  Lieutenant^  dated   Canip^  near  Ballinamuch 

September  8th,  179S. 
sir, 

1  have  the^onour  to  acquaint  you,  for  the 
information  of  hL  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, I  hat  finding  upon  my  arrival  at  Ballagby 
that  the  French  army  had  palled  that  place  from 
Caftlebar,  I  immediately  followed  them  to  watch 
their  motions.  Lieut.  Col  Cravvford.  v;ho  com- 
manded my  advanced  corp<,  compofed  of  detach- 
ments of  Hompefch's  and  the  firft  fencible  caval- 
i^y,  by  great  vigilance  and  aflivity,  huHg  fo  clofc 
upon  their  rear,  that  they  could  not  efcape  front 
me,  although  they  drove  the  country  and  carried 
with  them  all  the  horfes. 

After  four  days  and  nights  moft  fevere  march- 
ing, my  column,  confiding  of  the  carabineer?,  de- 
tachments of  the-23d  light  dragoons,  the  firft 
fencible  light  dragoons,  and  the  Roxburgh  fenci- 
ble dragoons,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Sir 
Thomas  Chapman,  Lieut.  Col.  Maxwell,^  Earl  of 
Roden,  and  Captain  Kerr ;  the  3d  battalion  of 
light  infantry,  the  Armagh  and  part  of  the  Kerry 
millitia,  the  Reay,  Northampton,  and  Prince  of 
Wales's  fencible  regiments  of  infantry,  under  the 

command 
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command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Innes>  of  the  64th  re- 
giment, Lord  Vifcount  Gosford,  Earl  ofGlan- 
clore,  Major  Rofs,  Lieut.  Co!.  Bulkeley,  and 
Lieut.  Col.  Macartney,  arrived,  at  Cloone  about 
ifeven  this  morning,  where  having  received  direc- 
tions to  follow  the  enemy  on  the  fame  line,  whilfl 
his  Excellency  moved  by  the  lower  road  to  inter- 
cept them,  I  advanced  having  previoufly  detached 
the  Monaghan  light  company,  mounted  behind 
dragoons  to  harrafs  their  rear. 

Lieut.  Col.  Crawford  on  coming  up  with  the 
French  rear  guard,  fummoned  them  to  furrender  5 
but  as  they  did  not  attend  to  his  fummons  he  at- 
tacked them,  upon  which  upwards  of  200  Fr.:;nch 
infantry  threw  down  their  arms  :  under  the  idea 
that  the  reft  of  the  corps  would  do  the  fame 
.  thing — Captain  Packenham,  Lieut.  General  of 
^  Ordnance,  and  Major  General  Gradock  rode  ug^ 
to  them. — The  enemy,  hov/ever,  iiiilantly  com- 
menced a  fire  of  cannon  aid  muiketry  which 
wounded  General  Cradock — -upon  .vhich"  order- 
ed up  the  third  battalion  of  light  infantry,  under 
the  command  of  Lieut.  Col,  innes,  and  com- 
menced the  a-tack  apon  the  enemy's  pofition- 
The  aftion  lafted  upwards  of  half  an  hour,  when 
the  re  nuindcr  of  the  column  making  its  appear- 
ance, the  French  furrcndered  ac  discretion.  The 
rebels  who  fled  in  all  directions,  fufFered  feverely. 

The 
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The  conduft  of  the  cavalry  was  highly  confpU 
cuous.  The  third  b'ght  battalion,  and  part  of  the 
Armagh  militia  (the  only  infantry  that  were  en- 
gaged) behaved  moft  gallantly,  and  deferve  my 
warmeft  praife.  Lieut.  Col.  Innes's  fpirit  and 
judgment  contributed  much  to  our  fuccefs. 

To  Brig.  Gen.  Taylor  I  have  to  return  my 
moft  fincere  thanks  for  his  great  exertions  and 
affiftance,  particularly  on  this  day— alfo  to 
Lord  Roden,  Sir  Thomas  Chapman,  Major  Kerr, 
and  Capt.  Fergufon,  whofe  example  contributed 
much  to  animate  the  troops.  I  ought  riot  to 
omit  mentioning  Lieut.  Col.  Maxwell,  Major 
Packenham,  and  Capt.  Kerr,  whofe  conduft  was 
equally  meritorious — and  I  feel  infinitely  thank- 
ful to  all  the  commanding  officers  of  corps,  who^ 
during  fo  fatiguing  a  march,  encouraged  their  men 
to  bear  it  with  unremitting  perfeverance. 

To  Captain  Packenham,  Lieut.  Col.  Clinton 
(who  came  to  me  with  orders  from  Lord  Corn- 
v/alUs)  and  Major  General  Cradock,  (who  joined 
me  in  the  m.orning)  1  am  highly  indebted  for 
their  fpirited  fupport ;  the  latter,  though  early 
wounded,  would  not  retire  from  the  field  during 
the  aftion. 

I  acknowledge  vnth  gratitude  the  zeal  and  ac- 
tivity difplayed  on  all  occafions  by  Lieut.  Co!. 
Meade,  Major  Hardy,  Affiftant  Qoarter-Mafler 
Oenera!;  Captains   T?yk>r  and  Euftace   of  the 
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engineers,  Captain  Nicholfon   and  my  other  Aid- 
de-<:amp. 

I  cannot  conclude  my  letter  without  expreffing 
how  much  our  fuccefs  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
fpirit  and  a£livity  of  Lieut.  Col.  Crawford.  I 
beg  leave  to  recommend  him  as  a  moft  deferving 
officer. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

^        G.  LAKE. 


Return  of  the  killed^  wounded^  and  miffing^  of  the 
Ktng^s  forces^  at  the  battle  of  Ballinamuch^ 
September  8,    1798. 

Lieutenant  Stephens,  of  the  Carabineer?, 
wounded.  Three  privates  killed,  twelve  wounded, 
and  three  miffing.  Eleven  borfes  killed,  one 
wounded,  and  eight  miffing. 

Ordnance^  ArmSy  and  Ammunition  taken* 

Three  light  French  four-pounders. — five  ditto, 
ammunition-waggon  ,  nearly  full  of  made-up 
ammunition. — One  ditto,  tumbril. — Seven  hun- 
dred ftand  of  arms,  w^^.h  belts  and  pouches. — 
With  a  great  number  of  pikes. 


Return 
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Return  of  the  French  Army  taken  Frlfoners  at  the 
Battle  of  Ballmamuciy  Sept,  8,    1798. 

General  and  other  officers,  -         ^6 

Non-commiilioned  officers  and  foldiers,  7^8 
Horfes,  about       -  -  -         ico 

Ninety-fix  rebels  taken — three  of  them  called 
general  officers,  by  the  names  of  Roach,  Blake^ 
and  Teeling.* 

The  enemy,  in  their  retreat  before  the  troops 
under  my  command,  were  compelled  to  abandon 
nine  pieccrs  of  cannon,  which  they  had  taken  in 
the  former  actions  with  his  Majefty's  forces. 

G.  LAKE,  Lieut.  General. 


THE  French  marine  minifter  poblifhed  the 
following  liter  from  General  Humbert  to  the 
Executive:  Direftory,  the  fallacy  of  which  is  too 
notorious  to  require  refutation. 

Lichfield y  2  Vendemlahe^  Sept.  25,  1798. 

Citizens  Directors, 

AFTER  having  obtained  the  greateft  fuccefles, 

and  made  the  arms  of  the  French  Republic  to 

triumph  during  my  flay  in  Ireland,    L  have  at 

*   The  two  latter  fince  hanged, 

length 
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length  been  obliged  to  fubmit  to  a  Ojperlor  force 
of  thirty  thoufand  troops,  commanded  by  Lord 
Ccrnwallis. 

I  am  a  prifoncr  of  war  upon  m^  p?.role. 

(Signed)  HUMBERT. 


The  glorious  and  decifive  event  which  fom6 
time  was  anticipated  at  length  terminated  the 
rafh  and  idle  attempt  of  our  Gallic  Enemies  and 
the  malignant  hopes  of  our  domefilc  traitors. 
Our  br:a'^  and  loyal  army  has  taught  their  foes 
€)f  every  defcription,  that  however  a  temporary 
advantage  may  elate  their  expe<5lations,  nothing 
awaits  them  in  the  end  but  mifery  and  deftrudtion* 

The  force  under  General  Lake  aflaally  en- 
gaged with  the  enemy,  did  not  amount  in  point 
of  number  to  the  French  alone  who  laid  dowa 
their  arms. 

The  bravery  of  all  our  foldiery  was  beyond 
praife  5  the  Armagh  militia,  in  particular,  did 
not  fire  a  fingle  fhot,  but  rufiied  upon  the  enemy 
with  fixed  bayonets  in  fuch  a  ftyle  as  to  aftonifh 
the  veterans  of  the  army  of  Italy. 

That  gallant  Nobleman,  Lord  Roden,  again 
diftinguiflied  himfelf ;  his  conduct  at  Clondalk- 
en  X  and  Vinegar-hill  was  even  outdone  by  his 
bravery  at  Ballinamuck  : — Hjs   horfe  carried  him 

i  The firjl  attack. 
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:n  a  rapid  charge  into  the  center  cf  the  enemy, 
with  eight  of   his  troop;  this    fmali   but  fpirited 
body  cut  their    way  back  to  their  own  friends 
through  the  whole  French  column. 

The  number  of  men  loft  in  this  action,  com- 
pared with  the  fplendid  advantages  which  ii  has 
produced,  is  a  Nvoiiderful  proof  of  the  favor  of 
Providence  to  the  foldlers  of  religion  and  loyalty 
fighting  agamft  Athcift  regicides,-— Surely  we 
may  fay  «<  Oh  d^d  thy  arm  was  kere  !  !" 


Copy  cf  the  Lord  LieuUnani^s  Letter  to   the  Duke 
cf  Portland^  relative  to  the  defeat  of  the  French, 

St.  Johnstown,  Co.  of  Longford 

pth  September,   I7p8^ 

My  Lordf 

When  I  wrote  to  your  Grace  on  the  5th,  I 
had  every  reafon  to  believe,  from  the  enemy's 
movement  to  Drumahare,  that  it  was  their  inten- 
tion to  march  to  the  North,  and  It  was  natural  to 
fuppole,  that  they  might  hope  that  a  French  force 
would  get  into  fome  of  the  bays  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  v/ithout  a  fuccour  of  which  kind 
every  point  of  direflion  for  their  march  ktmcd 
equally  defpcrate.  I  received  however  very  early 
In  the  morning  cf  the  7th,  accoimts  from  Gene- 
ral 
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ral  Lake,  that  they  had  turned  to  their  right  at 
Drumkerin,  and  that  he  had  reafon  to  believe 
that  it  was  their  intention  to  go  to  Boyle  or  Car- 
rick  on  Shannon  •,  in  confequence  of  whichj  I 
haftened  the  march  of  the  troops  under  my  im- 
ftiediate  command,  in  order  to  arrive  before  the 
enemy  at  Carrick,  and  directed  Major  General 
Moore  v/ho  was  at  Tubbercorry,  to  be  prepared 
in  the  event  of  the  enemy's  movement  to  Boyle, 
On  my  arrival  at  Carrick  I  found  that  the  enemy 
had  pafTed  the  Shannon  at  Ballintra,  where  they 
had  attempted  to  deftroy  the  bridge,  but  Gene- 
ral Lake  followed  them  fo  cloiely,  th?,t  they  were 
not  able  to  efred]:  it.  Under  thefe  circumftances, 
I  felt  pretty  confident,  that  one  more  march 
would  bring  this  difagreeable  warfare  to  a  con- 
clufion  ;  and  having  obtained  fatisfactory  infor- 
mation that  the  enemy  had  halted  for  that  nigbl 
at  Cloone,  I  marched,  with  the  troops  at  Carrick, 
at  teilo'cl  ck,  on  the  night  of  the  7th,  to  Mohil!, 
and  directed  Gen.  Lake  to  proceed  at  the  ftme 
time  to  Cloone,  which  is  about  three  miles  from 
Mohill,  by  which  movement  I  (liould  be  able  to 
join  with  General  Lake  in  the  attack  of  the  ene- 
my, if  they  fhould  remain  at  Cloone,  or  to  in- 
tercept their  retreat,  if  they  fhould  as  it  was  moft 
probable,  retire  on  the  approach  of  our  army. 
On  my  arrival  at  Mohiil,  ibon  after  day-breakj  I 
found  that  the  enemy  had   begun   to  move  to- 

v/ard5 
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wards  Granard ;  I  therefore  proceeded,  with  all 
poffible  expedition,  to  this  place,  through  which 
I  was  afTured,  on  account  of  a  broken  bridge, 
that  the  enemy  muft  pafs  in  their  way  to  Gra- 
nard,  and  directed  Gen.  Lake  to  attack  the  ene- 
my's rear,  and  impede  their  march  as  much  as 
poffible,  without  bringing  the  whole  of  his  corps 
into  aftion.  Lieut.  Gen.  Lake  performed  this 
fervice  with  his  ufual  attention  and  ability,  and 
the  f  enclofed  letter,  which  I  have  juft  received 
from  him,  will  explain  the  circumftances  which 
produced  an  immediate  farrender  of  the  enemy's 
army.  The  copy  :}:  of  my  orders  which  I  enclofe 
will  {how  how  much  reafon  I  have  to  be  fatisfied 
with  the  exertions  of  the  troops,  and  I  requeft 
that  your  Grace  will  be  pleafed  to  inform  hisMa- 
^efty,  that  I  have  received  the  greateft  affiftance 
from*  the  General  and  Staff  who  have  ferved  with 
the  army. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  COP.NWALLIS. 

His  Grace 
The  Duke  ofFcrtiand,  <^c. 

f     See    Pages    280 — 4 
X     See    Page    289 
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Head  ^artersy  near  St.  John's  TowHy 
(^th  September^  179B. 

Lord  Cornwallis  cannot  too  much  applaud  the 
zeal  and  fpirit  which  has  been  manlfefted  by  the 
army,  from  the  commencement  of  the  operations 
againft  the  invading  enemy,  until  the  furrcnder 
of  the  French  forces. 

The  perfeverance  with  which  the  Soldiers  fup- 
ported  the  extraordinary  marches  which  were 
neceiTary  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  the  very  aftivc 
enemy,  does  them  the  greatcil  credit ;  and  Lord 
CornwaUis  heartiiv  congratulates  them  on  the 
liappy  iflue  of  their  meritorious  exertions. 

The  corps  of  yeomenry,  in  the  whole  country 
through  which  the  army  has  palTed,  have  render- 
ed the  greateft  fcrviccs,  and  are  peculiarly  entitled 
!  to  the  acknowledgments  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
for  their  not  having  tarnifhed  that  courage  and 
loyalty  which  they  difplayed  in  the  caufe  of  their 
King  and  Country,  by  any  afts  of  wanton  cruel- 
ty towards  their  deluded  fellow  fubjeds. 

Cc  TO 
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TO  THE  READER. 

WHEN  the  FIRST  Part  of  this  Work  was 
put  to  Piefs,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Editor 
to  have  introduced  original  h iters  only,  but  from 
the  counfel  of  feveral  literary  Gentlemen  he  has 
been  convinced  of  the  neceffity  of  receding  from 
iuch  previous  determinatk)n — he  therefore  infcrts 
the  following  letter,  which  he  hopes  will  juftif7 
this  deviation. 


LETTER     XXX. 

Dublin,  October  23,  1799^ 
Anniverfary  of  the  Irijh  Rebelliotty   164 1. 

I  HAVE  looked  over  your  proof  JfjeeiSy  aed 
beg  you  will  accept  my  thanks  for  the  fatiifaclion 
ihey  have  afforded.  The  Second  Part  of  your 
Narrative  contains  a  great  variety  of  interefting 
matter.  I  fincerely  hope  your  laudable  exertions 
may  be  crowned  with  fuccefs.  You  lament  that 
fome  inaccuracies  have  gone  through  part  of  the 
'iwprejfon — I  fuppofe  you  mean  literal  errors  : 
Indeed,  my  friend,  when  I  confider  the  innu- 
in?r?.ble  dif;id vantages  under  which  your  under- 
Caking  has  laboured— frooi  <hc  variety  of  illegible 

manufcripts^ 
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i  manufcripts,  your  abfence  from  home,  &c.  it  is 
matter  of  aftonidmient  to  me  that  it  is  (u  correct : 

.with  the  laft  line  ot  your  favour  I  moft  heartily 
agree,  that  the  whole  will  have  this  recommen* 
clarion,  <*  Authrnticity." 

Permit  me  now.  to  humbly  fubmit  for  your 
confideration,  to  annex  (by  way  of  appendix  or 
otherwife)  the  enclofed.  I  know  it  is  your  in- 
tention to  publifh  the  whole  at  fome  future  day, 
as  an  hiftory,  introducing  the  different  anecdotes, 
&c.  you  mention  •,  but,  my  friend,  give  me  leave 
to  tell  you,  that  hundreds  will  purchafe  the 
prefent  who  may  never  behola  your  future  Pub- 
lication, to  whom  the  following,  which  I  have 
carefully  abridged,  may  be  very  acceptable* 

Yours,  truly* 


APPENDIX. 

^n  authentic  ExtraB  from  the  Information  of  Mr* 
Grandyy  at  Duncannon-forU 

County  of  Wexford,   "^  RICHARD  GRANDY 
to  wit.  >  of     Ballyftraco,    in    the 

..^ « — — .  J  county  of  Wexford,  far- 
mer, came  this  day  before  us  his  Majefty's  juftices 
of  the  peace  for  faid  county,  and  maketh  oath  on 
the  Holy  Evangelifts  that  he  was  attacked  and 
feized  at  the  crofs  roads  of  Kilbride  in  faid  coun- 
ty on  Sunday  the  third  of  June  inftant^  between 
C  c  2  the 
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the  hours  of  nine  and  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
byfeveral  perfons  armed  with  guns,  pikes  and 
ipcars;  by  many  perfons  whofe  n^imes  this 
deponent  knovrs  not,  though  their  faces  were  very 
familiar  to  him  j  that  examinant  was  conducted 
to  the  rebel  camp  at  Carrick  Byrne  in  faid  coun- 
ty J  was  brought  to  Mr*  King's  houfe  at  ScoUo- 
bogue  in  faid  county  -,  that  he  \vas  introduced 
luto  a  room  where  he  faw  B^gnel  lla?V€y  ©f 
Bargy-^Caftlt  in  ftid  county,  efquire,  with  a  few 
more  whom  deponent  did  not  know  j  he  depo- 
nent was  clofely  examined  by  the  faid  Bagnel 
Harvey  as  to  the  ftate  of  Rofs  and  Duncannon 
Tort,  and  whether  he  was  an  Orange^man  or  an 

i:  1.— ^-luai*  j   iiiov   i«iu    oagnCl  lAm  vc^r     proutavv* 

him  to  take  the  oath  of  an  United  Irifliman,  and 
become  one  of  their  community  ;  that  at  laft  de- 
ponent obtained  a  pafs  from  faid  Bagnel  Harvey, 
with  which  he  came  as  far  as  Bryanftown,  where 
he  was  flopped  by  the  guard  of  rebels  who 
brought  him  prifoner  to  Scollcboguc-Houfe, 
where  he  v/as  confined  till  the  Tuefday  morning 
following,  with  many  other  Proteftants ;  that 
about  nine  o'clock  John  Murphy  of  Loughnageer 
in  faid  county  who  had  the  command  of  the 
Rofegarland  rebel  corps,  and  was  the  officer  of 
the  guard  over  the  prifoners,  had  ordered  them 
out  by  fours  to  be  fhot  by  his  company  of  rebels, 
tiU   thirty-five   were   mafiTacred  ;  that  the   rebel 

fpear-mcn 


(  293  ) 
ipear-men  ufed  to  take  pleafiire  in  piercing  tlie 
viftims  through  with  fpcirs,  and  in  exultatiou 
lick  their  bloody  ipears  \  that  while  this  horrid 
fcene  was  afting  the  barn  at  iaid  Scollobogue,  in 
which  were  above  one  hundred  Proteftants  (as 
deponent  heard  and  believes)  was  fet  on  fire  and 
all  confumed  to  afhes  5  that  examinant's  life  was 
fpared  becaufe  faid  Murphy  knew  faid  Bagnel 
Harvey  had  given  him  a  pafs,  and  through  hi5 
interceffion  with  faid  Murphy,  Loftus  Frizzell 
was  likewife  fpared  \  fayeth  they  were  both  tyed 
and  conveyed  within  a  mile  of  Rofs  where  they 
met  faid  Bagnel  Harvevj  Cornelious  Ci^rogan,  of 
Johnftown  in  faid  county,  Efq.  faid  William 
Devereux,  and  many  others  unknown  to  depo- 
nent, retreating  from  the  battle  of  Rofs  j  alfo 
fayeth  that  faid  Bagnel  Harvey  ordered  faid  Mur- 
phy to  take  the  prifoners  to  his  lodgings  at  Go!- 
lop's  Well,  where  he  gave  a  pafs  o  Loftus  Friz* 
zel],  but  refufed  to  give  one  to  deponent,  left  he 
iliould  go  to  Duncannon  Fort,  and  report  what 
deponent  had  heard  and  feen ;  faith  that  he 
heard  and  believes  it  to  be  afaftthat  faid  Cor- 
nelious Giogan  had  the  command  f  the  Barony 
of  Fort  rebel  troops  at  the  battle  of  Rofs ;  fAith 
that  he  was  taken  to  Foulke's-mill  in  faid  county 
that  night,  where  he  continued  *>r  two  d-^ys  un- 
der a  guard  dreffing  the  wounded  ;  that  he  was 
Afterwards  conveyed  to  Ballymitty  in  faid  county^ 
C  c  3  whm 
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when  he  obtained  a  pafs  from  Edward  Murphy 
parifh  prieft  of  faid  place,  to  pafs  and  re-pafs 
through  his  diftricl  for  the  purpofe  of  curing  the 
wounded ;  faith  that  he  was  fent  to  Taghmon 
where  the  fitting  rebel  magiftrates  John  Brien, 
James  Harpar,  Jofeph  CuUamore,  and  Matthew 
Commons  were  of  opinion  that  deponent  might 
with  the  pricft's  pafs  have  gone  back  again  and 
remain  there  ;  fayeth  that  he  ftroUed  along  the 
fea  fide  under  the  proteftion  of  this  pafs  till  at  laft 
he  effedled  his  efcapc  acrofs  the  ferry  of  Bannow 
to  Fcathard  on  Friday  evening  the  22d  inftant, 
and  from  thence  to  Duncannon  Fort  this  morn- 
ing 5  deponent  further  fayeth  that  he  attended 
mafs  celebrated  by  Edward  Murphy,  parifli  prieft 
of  Bannow  j  that  after  mafs  he  heard  faid  Edward 
Murphy  preach  a  fermon,  in  which  he  faid 
**  Brethren  you  fee  you  are  viiJtorious  every 
•'  where,  that  the  balls  of  the  Hereticks  fly  about 
♦^  you  without  hurting  you,  that  few  of  you  have 
**  fallen  whilft  thoufands  of  the  Hereticks  are 
*^  dead,  and  the  few  that  have  fallen  was  from 
•«  deviating  from  our  caufe  and  the  want  of  faith ; 
"  that  this  vifibly  is  the  work  of  God,  who  now 
f*  is  determined,  that  the  Hereticks  o  ho  have 
«*  reigned  upwards  of  one  hundred  years,  fhould 
*'  be  now  extirpated,  and  the  true  Catholic  reli- 
"  gion  cftablifhed  j"  and  deponent  fayeth  this 
fermon  was  preached  after  the  battle  of  Rofs,  and 

fayeth 
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faycth  he  has  heard  fevcral  fermons  preached  by 
the  pricfts  to  the  fame  efFeft  5  and  further  fayeth 
that  he  has  heard  feveral  of  the  rebels  who  had 
been  at  the  battle  of  Ennifcorthy  and  elfcwhere 
declare,  that  Edward  Roche  the  prieft  did  con* 
ftantly  catch  the  bullets  that  came  from  his  Ma- 
jefty's  army  in  his  hand  and  give  them  tothe  rebels 
to  load  their  guns  with  j  deponent  further  fayeth 
that  any  Proteftant  who  was  admitted  into  the 
rebel  army  was  firft  baptized  by  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic prieft,  and  that  every  Proteftant  who  re- 
fufed  to  be  baptized  was  put  to  death,  and  that 
many  to  fave  their  lives  fufFered  themfelves  to  be 
baptized. 

Sworn  before  his  Majejly  s  jujikes  of  the  peace 
for  /aid  county  this  21,(1  day  of  June  i'](^%y 
at  Duncannon  Fort. 

Bound  in  the  Turn 

of  two  hundred    )      GEORGE  OGLE, 
pounds  to  pro-    [^     IS  iAC  CORNOCK, 
.fecute,  when  caU  \    JOHN  iiENRY  LYSfER, 
led  on,  this  exa-  ^      JOHN  KENEDY, 
mination  with  efFeft. 

RICHARD  GRANDY. 

(  A  true  Extra(n:,  ) 

SUBSTJNCM 
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SVBSTANCE  OF  A  TRIAL    AT    WEXFORD^ 
Summer  AJJtzeSy   1799. 

PHELIM  FARDY  was  indiaed  and  tried 
before  Baron  Smith,  for  the  murder  of  a  perfon 
unknown,  at  Scolabogue,  on  the  fifth  of  June, 
1798. 

Firft  witnefs  for  the  crown, — Richard  Silvefter 
proved,  that  on  the  fourth  of  June,  179S,  the 
rebels  alTcmbled  at  Scolabogue,  to  a  very  great 
number,  armed  with  guns,  pikes,  and  a  variety 
of  other  weapons ;  that  about  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  on  the  fame  day,  they  marched  to 
Corbit-hill,  near  the  town  of  New-Rofs :  that  a 
party  under  the  command  of  a  Captain  Murphy, 
of  Loughnageer,  confiding  of  about  three  hun- 
dred men,  were  left  on  guard  over  the  prifoners 
at  Scol-dbo^iie :  that  on  the  morning  of  the  fifth 
of  June,  the  day  following,  between  the  hours 
of  five  and  fix  o'clock,  an  exprefs  came  to  Capt. 
Murphy  to  deftroy  the  prifoners,  for  that  the 
armv  w^ere  getting  the  better  at  Rofs;  Captain 
Murphy  replied  he  would  not  without  a  written 
order  from  the  General :  that  (hortly  after  ano- 
ther exprefs  arrived,  with  the  fame  orders  to 
deftroy  the  prifoners,  faying,  that  the  King's 
army  were  cutting  them  oft;  that  they  would  be 
immediately  there  and  liberate  the  prifoners,  and 

that 
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that  they  would  be  ten  times  more  outrageous  If 
they  were  releafed ;  Captain  Murphy  refufed,  as 
before,  to  obey  thefe  orders:  that  (hortly  after  a 
third  exprefs  arrived,  faying,  that  the  prieft  gave 
orders  to  deftroy  the  prifoners.  Upon  this  au- 
thority being  mentioned  the  rebels  became  out- 
rageous, fome  of  them  pulled  ofF  their  clothes 
with  2eal  to  begin  the  bloody  deed  i  that  witnefg 
on  feeing  the  prifoners  in  the  dwelling-houfg 
pulling  out  for  execution,  turned  afide,  when  ha 
was  met  by  a  rebel  who  knew  him,  who  advifed 
witnefs  to  come  with  him,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
horrors  gohig  on ;  that  on  witnefs  going  away, 
another  rebel  ftruck  witnefs  on  tlie  back  with  a 
pike,  and  whh  fury  in  his  looks  ordered  witnefs 
to  follow  him,  faying^  he  would  let  his  guts  out 
if  he  difobeyed  :  that  witnefs  followed  this  rebel 
to  the  barn,  where  a  number  of  men^,  women, 
and  children  were  confined  ;  and  Taw  the  rebels 
with  violence  endeavouring  to  fet  the  barn  on 
fire  :  that  the  prifoners  fhrieking  and  crying  out 
for  mercy,  crouded  to  the  back  door  of  the  barn, 
which  they  pulled  open,  and  at  times  pulled  the 
door  between  them  and  the  rebels,  till  their 
fingers  and  hands  were  cut  oQ^,  and  until  they 
were  overpowered  by  a  conftant  fupply  of  bun^ 
dies  of  ftraw  on  fire  flung  in  upon  them,  while 
others  were  piking  and  fliooting  them :  that 
witnefs  favv  a  child^  who  had  been  fhattered  by 

the 
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the  door,  when  it  fell  acrofs  the  frame,  force 
itfelf  ahtkoft  out  of  the  barn,  when  a  rebel  on 
perceiving  the  child  inftantly  darte<l  his  pike  into 
it,  when  it  gave  a  Ihriek  and  expired  !  By  this 
time  the  cries  and  moans  of  the  priioners  died 
away :  that  during  the  time  witnefs  was  at  the 
barn,  he  heard  a  conftant  fire  kept  up  at  the 
dwelling-houfe ;  that  on  his  return  to  the  dwel- 
ling-houfe  he  faw  a  number  of  dead  bodies  before 
the  hall-door,  feme  of  which  he  knew  ;  that  he 
faw  one  man  among  the  dead  on  his  knees,  while 
the  rebel  women  and  men  were  ftripping  and 
rifling  the  bodies  of  the  dead  j  that  he  was  near 
the  prifoner,  Phelim  Fardy,  who  had  a  mufket 
in  his  hand ;  that  he  heard  Fardy  call  out  to 
them  who  were  rifling  the  dead,  to  quit  the 
range  of  his  ftiot  •,  that  inftantly  witnefs  faw 
Fardy  prefent  his  mufquet  at  the  man  on  his 
knees ;  that  witnefs  turned  about,  and  on  heai'- 
ing  the  report  of  the  fhot,  looked  back  and  faw" 
the  man  expiring. 

^tejiion  from  the  jury. — Are  you  certain  thut 
the  prifoner  is  the  man  you  faw  that  day  prefent 
the  mufquet  at  the  man  on  his  knees  ? — Anf.  I 
am  •,  for  I  have  known  him  thefe  twelve  years 
paft,  I  could  not  be  miftaken. 

Mr.  Richard  Grandy,*  fecond  witnefs  for  the  \ 
crown,  depofed,  that  witnefs  was  a  prifoner,  with 

many 
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many  others,  on  the  fifth  of  June,  1798,  in  the 
JwcUing-houfe  at  Scolabogue ;  that  an  order 
being  given  to  put  the  prifoners  to  death,  witnefs 
went  on  his  knees,  and  on  feveral  of  his  fellow- 
prifoners  being  brought  out  for  execution,  ha, 
the  witnefs,  went  to  a  window,  in  hopes  he 
might  fee  fome  perfon  he  knew,  in  expe£lation 
of  being  faved  ;  that  he  faw  the  prifoner,  Phelim 
Fardy,  near  the  window,  at  the  front  of  the 
houfe,  with  amufquet  in  his  hand,  and  his  hands 
und  face  blackened  with  powder ;  that  imme- 
diately two  men  feized  witnefs,  ?nd  brought  him 
out  for  execution,  where  he  faw  twQ  men  on 
their  knees  to  be  fhor  ;  that  a  rebel  fnapped  his 
mufquet  twice  at  one  of  them,  that  he  then 
flruck  his  flint  with  his  knife,  and  prefented  a 
third  time,  when  he  (hot  him ;  that  immediately 
after  Captain  Murphy  came  up  to  witnefs,  and 
called  him  by  name,  and  faid  he  fliould  not  be 
put  to  death,  and  put  him  back  into  the  room 
where  he  came  from  ;  that  there  he  faw  a  man 
on  his  knees,  who  aftewards  he  found  to  be  a 
Mr,  Frizell ;  that  he  came  over  and  intreated 
witnefs  to  intercede  for  him  ;  that  immediately 
after  Captain  Murphy  called  out  to  knov/  if  all 
the  prifoners  were  executed,  and  came  into  the 
room,  and  on  feeing  Mr.  Frizell  he  ordered  him 
for  execution,  when  Grandy.pn  his  knees  begged 
for  his  life,  that  he  was  a  Ilranger  from  Dublin  ; 

Captain 
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Captain  Murphy,  enraged  at  the  reqaeft,  Taid  he 
had  a  mind  to  bring  out  Grandy  for  daring  to 
intercede,  and  have  him  executed  with  Mr. 
Frizell;  that  inftantly  after  two  rebel  females 
came  in,  and  intreated  Captain  Murphy  not  to 
put  the  young  man  to  death,  as  it  would  be  a 
great  pity ;  by  which  means  Mr,  Frizell's  life 
was  fpared. 

Profecution  clofed. — The  prifoner  did  not  pro- 
duce any  witnefs. 

The  jury  retired  for  a  moment,  and  brought 
in  their  verdict  guilty.  Inftantly  the  judge  pro- 
nounced fentencc  of  death  in  a  very  awful  man- 
ner, and  regretted  he  could  not  order  him  for 
immediate  execution,  as  the  heinoufnefs  of  his 
crimes,  fo  clearly  and  fully  proved,  made  him  a 
fit  objedl  for  public  example. 

'  On  a  trial  at  the  court-martial  about  a  week 
before  the  aflizes,  it  was  proved  that  a  man  of 
the  name  of  Milkella  was  tried,  found  guilty, 
and  hanged  for  murders  at  Scollabogue,  who 
was  for  his  fuperlative  atrocities  at  Scollabogue, 
called  the  true  Rofnattj  for  he  would  not  wince  at 
putting  to  death  Heretic:  ' 
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A  FRW  AUTHENTIC  ATROCITIES.  ,. 


,  VERIDICUSf  (a  publication  which  has  pafled 
through  feveral  editions,  without  any  attempting 
a  refutation)  feleftsthe  following  from  a  catalogue 
of  dreadful  atrocities. 

*  "  DURING  the  rebel  encampment  on  Vinegar- 
hill,  they  daily  led  out  of  the  different  prifons  ^ 
from  twenty  to  thirty  Proteftants,  whom,  after  a 
mock  triai,  they  butchered  in  prefence  of,  and 
as  a  regale  to,  the  rebels  while  on  parade. 

*^  Some  fcenes  of  the  deepeil  tragic  woe  occurred 
in  the  ccurle  of  thefe  butcheries' •,  and  it  is  uni- 
verfally  believed,  that  not  lefs  than  four  hundred 
Proteftants  wtiC  murdered  in  this  manner  on  that 
hill.  Many  of  them' were  magiftrates,  men  of 
fortune,  opulent  farmers,  or  fhopkeepers,  whofe 
w^ealth  might  have  tem.pted  their  avarice,  or  pro- 
voked their  envy  ;  but  the  pooreft  Proteftants 
were  equally  the  obje£ls  of  their  fanguinary  fury, 
*^  One  or  two  inftances  {hew  how  thefe  fcenes 
of  favagery  were  conducted.  John  Connors,  his 
v/ife  and  daughter,  were  taken  prifoners  to  the 
hill,  where  they  faw  John  Plunket  and  J,  Rigley, 
two  Protetlants,  on  their  knees,  in  front  of  the 
rebels  on  parade,  who  formed  a  half  moon.  While 
thefe  three  prifoners  were  on  their  knees,  ons 

f  Puhlifhcd  by  Milliken^  GrrfiM»/lreet^ 
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James  D'Arcy,  an  opulent  corn-fa(?l:or,  ftepped 
forward,  and  (hot  Rigley  with  a  horfe-piftol ,  he 
then  charged  it  with  great  deliberation^  and  told 
Plunket:  infultingly,  that  he  would  do  his  bufi- 
jieCsj  and  then  fhot  him.  Having  charged  it 
again,  he  (hot  Connors,  and  he,  on  falling, 
dragged  his  old  wife  with  him,  as  fhe  had  put 
her  arm  under  his  to  fupport  him.  His  poor  old 
wife  told  D'Arcy,  that  (he  now  wiflied  he  would 
kill  her ;  on  which  he  fwore  he  v/ould  do  fo,  and 
was  proceeding  to  efFecl  it,  but  fome  rebels  more 
humane  than  the  reft,  interpofed,  and  prevented 
him.  Thefe  circumftances  were  related  on  oath 
at  Wexford,  by  the  widow  and  daughter  of 
Connors,  on  the  trial  of  D'Arcy.  Brien  Neal, 
of  Eallybrennan,  was  led  to  execution  in  prefence 
of  his  aged  father  and  a  brother.  Having  a&ed 
for  a  fair  trial,  he  was  refufed.  He  then  made  a 
requeft,  that  inftead  of  torturing  him  with  pikes, 
they  would  fhoot  him  -,  on  which  a  rebel  ftruck 
him  on  the  head  with  a  carpenter's  adze,  after 
which  he  ftaggered  a  few  fteps,  and  fell ;  when 
ene  Jofeph  Murphy  fhot  him.  His  father  was 
then  put  on  his  knees,  but  the  executioner  milTed 
fire  three  times  at  him  ;  on  this,  Falhcr  Roach, 
the  General,  who  prefided  at  the  execution,  dc- 
ilred  him  to  try  whether  the  firelock  would  go 
otF  in  the  air;  and  having  accordinolv  made  the 
experiment,  it  went  off.  Father  Roach,  there- 
upon, 
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iipon,    declared    him  innocent,    and  dlfcliarged 

him  with  a  proteftion^  having  imputed  his  efcape- 

to  the  interpofition  of  Divine  Providence, 

Unheard  of  tortures  were  pra<Elifed  on  the  hilL 

A  Proteftant  faved  bythe  iriterpofition  of  a  rebel 

captain,    who  had  a    warm  friendfhip  for  him^ 

fwore  the  following  aiFidavit  before  a  Magiftrate  J 

•<  That  on  the  ift  of  Jane,   he  faw  a  man  fitting 

on  the  ground  there,     with  no  other  clothes  to 

cover  him  than  a  piece  of  ragged   blanket :  that 

his  eyes  were  out,  his  head  and  body   were  fv/el- 

led,    and  his  cheeks  were  covered  with   ulcers  t 

e 
that  on  deponent's  exclaij^ring  what  a  miferaWe 

objeftthat  was!  the  poor  wretch  uttered  fome 
inarticulate  founds,  but  could  not  fpeak,  from 
which  he  fuppofed  that  his  tongue  had  been  cut 
out.  That  an  armed  rebel,  whpm  he  believed  to 
be  one  of  the  guards,  faid,  that  he  was  undejc 
punlfhmeht,  and  mentioned  fomething  of  flow 
death,  indicating  as  he  fuppofed,  that  he  was  t<^ 
fuffer  fuch  a  death/* 

Many  Proteftants  were  maflacred  in  their  camp  • 
at  Carrickbyrne,  with  the  fame  circumftances  of 
cruelty  and  barbarity,  as  took  place  at  Vinegar- 
hill  ;  and  fimilar  atrocities  were  praftifed  at  tlve 
camp  near  Gorey,  which  contmued  in  the  yicmitf 
of  that  town  for  many  days. 

D  d  2  Auihentk 
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Authentic  Account  tjf  the  Behaviour  and  CoLfeJfton  of 
James  Beaghan^  nvho  was  executed  on  Fwegar^ 
hill,  on  the  24th  cf  Augujl^  ^799* 

THE  day  but  one  before  Beaghan's  execution, 
he  requefted  that  Captain  Bcyd  might  be  fent 
for,  to  whom  he  made  the  following  confefllon  : 

I  JAMES  BEAGHAN,  acknowledge  and 
ccnfefs  that  I  am  guilty  of  the  crime  for  which  I 
jam  to  fufFer,  but  that  I  did  not  commit  it  from  ill- 
vill  4:0  the  people  that  were  murdered,  but  from 
the  order  of  Luke  Byrne;  %  I  could  not  difobey 
him — no  perfon  dare(Vcfufe  to  obey  the  orders  of 
ihe  commanders.  I  am  fure  that  any  perfon  in 
command  could  fave  the  lives  of  the  poor  •,  every 
man  that  was  a  Proteftant  was  called  an  Orange- 
man, and  every  one  was  to  be  killed,  from  the 
pooreft  man  in  the  country.  Before  the  rebellion, 
I  Rever  heard  there  was  any  hatred  between 
Roman-catholics  and  Proteftants,  they  always 
lived  peaceably  together.  I  always  found  the 
Proteftants  better  m.afters  and  more  indulgent 
landlords  than  my  own  religion ;  during  the  rebel- 
lion, I  never  faw^  any  one  interfere  to  prevent 
murder,  but  one  Byrne,  who  faved  a  man.  I 
think  all  that  w^ere  prefent  were  as  guilty  as  thofe 
that  perpetrated  the  murders.  It  was  thinking 
that  we  were  all  equally  guilty  that  prevented  me 

X  A  commander  of  the  rebels, 

from 
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from  flying  the  country.  The  women  were  nn^ 
merous,  and  were  as  bad  as  the  men.  The 
rebels  treated  the  prifoners  with  great  feverity^ 
\  ery  different  from  the  way  that  I  have  beeo^ 
ufed  in  goal.  They  thought  it  no  more  a  fin  to 
kill  a  Proteftant  than  a  dog;  had  it  not  been 
that  they  were  fo  foon  quafhed,  they  would  have 
fought  with  each  other  for  the  property  of  the 
Proteftants.  They  were  beginning  before  the 
battle  of  Vinegar-hill.  Ever  finee  the  rebellion^ 
I  never  heard  one  of  the  rebels  exprefs  the  leaft 
forrow  for  what  was  done;  on  the  contrary,  I 
have  heard  them  fay,  they  were  forry  that  whilft 
they  had  the  power  they  did  not  kill  more,  and 
that  there  were  not  half  enough  killed.  I  know 
that  the  rebels  were  determined  to  rife  if  the 
French  ftiould  come  ;  anii  I  believe  they  did  not 
give  up  half  their  arms.  There  are  guns^  bay« 
onets,  and  pikes  hid  in  the  country. 

II  Now,  Gentlemen,  remember  what  I  tell  yoo<, 
if  you  and  the  Proteftants  are  ever  in  the  po'.ver 
of  the  Catholics  again,  as  they  are  now  in  your% 
they  will  not  leave  one  of  you  alive;  you  will  all 
go  fmack  fmootli — even  them  that  campaigned 

Ij  From  ibis  mark  Beaghan  /poke  nviihout  having 
leen  ajked  any  queJliotiSy  and  /poke  iviihanearneji'- 
nejs  and  in  a  manner  that  Jlnvied  his  Jinceritf. 

D  d  3  withr 
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With  them,  if  things  had  gone  well  with  them, 
would  in  the  end  have  been  killed.  I  have  heard 
them  fay  fo  many  times. 

Taken  before  us,  Auguft  23,  1799. 

CHRISTIAN  WILSON,  Sheriff. 
J.  H.  LYSTER,  Juftice  P. 

JAMES    X     BEAGKAN, 

mark.  (A  Copy.) 

Having  arrived  at  the  place  of  execution. 
Captain  Boyd  brought  him  afide,  and  read  his 
confeffion,  and  afked  him  if  it  was  correftly 
taken  down,  to  which  he  anfwered  in  the  afnr- 
jnative.  Juft  as  the  executioner  was  about  to 
turn  him  off,  he  called  out,  faying  **  Stop/'  and 
lifting  up  his  cap,  fald  with  a  very  loud  voice, 
«^  Captain  Boyd,  you  have  taken  down  my  con- 
feffion perfeftly  correft;  if  it  was  not  for  the 
Priefts  I  never  would  have  been  guihy  of  murder, 
nor  have  dragged  five  unfortunate  perfons  out  of 
the  windmill  to  be  murdered  ;  amongft  thefe  five 
were  the  fon  of  old  Minchin  the  carpenter/' 


HOW 
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HOW  very  depraved  mufl:  the  rebel  liorde 
have  been,  will  appear,  when  on  fome  occaiions 
neither  old  age  nor  unoffending  youth  fcarcely 
cfcaped  the  effefts  of  their  bigotry  and  revenge. 
On  a  recent  trial  *  (the  fubjeB  of  which  fome 
ftrangely  attempt  to  juftify)  dreadful  inftances  of 
this  have  appeared — among  feveral,  is  that  of 

JOSHUA  CHASE,  a  feeble  old  man,  in  the 
eightieth  year  of  his  age,who  was  taken  prifoner  in 
Tinehaly,  the  iixteenth  of  June,  carried  to  the 
camp  at  Mount-Pleafant,  and  guarded  v/ith  feve- 
ral  other  loyalift  prifoners,  by  a  large  party  of 
pikemen,  amongft  whom  was  one  Mergin,  fer- 
jeant  of  the  guard.  On  the  feventeenth  Mergin 
charged  Chafe  with  being  an  Orangeman,  and  a 
maker  of  Orangemen,  and  having  three  fons 
Orangemen,  which  be  denied.  Mergin  defired 
Chafe  to  blefs  himfelf ;  he  could  not,  except  by 
faying  the  Lord  blefs  him.  Then  have  ycu  any 
religion  ?  Chafe  faid  he  had,  and  that  his  religion 
was  derived  from  the  Scriptures.  No,  faid  Mer- 
gin, your  religion  is  derived  from  a  rogue  and  a 
whore,  and  grofsly  abufed  him,  and  faid  Henry 
VIIL  and  Queen  Elizabeth,  were  the  rogue  and 

^  Tuhlifhcd  by  M^Kenzky  College -green, 

v/hore  % 
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whore  ;  upon  which  Chafe  replied,  he  had  read 
the  Scriptures,  from  Genefis  to  Revelations,  and 
had  not  feen  the  name  of  King  Henry  VIII.  or 
Queen  Elizabeth.  Mergin  then  tied  Chafe's 
arms,  which  he  drew  backwards  by  a  cord,  until 
they  were  near  drawn  out  of  the  fockets,  whereby 
he  fufFered  great  pain ;  he  was  tied  by  Mergin 
about  the  hour  of  eleven,  and  continued  in  that 
Situation  until  about  four  or  five  in  the  evening  ; 
feme  time  after  his  being  fo  tied  he  was  ordered 
by  Mergin  to  go  on  his  knees,  and  then  a  party 
of  gun-men  were  called  for  to  flioot  him,  while 
others  called  out  to  pike  him, 

William  Byrne  coming  up,  Mergin  faid  to  him. 
Captain,  what  fhall  we  do  with  them?  meaning 
Berry  and  Chafe,  who  were  lying  on  the  ground 
tied,  which  Berry  was  afterwards  in  the  evening 
fhot. — Mr.  William  Byrne,  of  Ballymanus,  an- 
fwered,  I  don't  care  what  the  devil  you  do  with 
them,  <<  if  you  don't  chufe  to  kill  them  put  them 
in  the  guard- houfe." 

Mergin  took  Chafe  twice  before  a  perfon  who 
affumed  the  charadter  of  juftice  of  the  peace,  and 
charged  him  as  being  a  maker  of  Orangemen  ;, 
Ch^ife  defired  the  juftice  to  put  Mergin  to  his 
oath,  which  the  juftice  declined,  faying  it  was 
fabbath-day,  and  he  would  not  adminifter  an 
oath.     Mergin  afterwards  brought  Chafe  back 

to 
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to  the  guard,  and  faid  he  would  not  trouble  hlm- 
felf  to  look  for  witneffcs,  to  prove  him  being 
an  Orangeman,  but  would  make  the  matter  Ihort  j 
he  then  made  Chafe  lie  down,  when  he  fwore  he 
would  cut  his  head  off,  and  laid  the  edge  of  a 
fword  acrofs  his  neck,  which  he  repeated  a  fecond 
time.  Tv,'o  gentlemen,  in  fome  fhort  time  after, 
came  riding  by,  who  Chafe  underftood  were  prin- 
cipal commanders,  one  of  them  faid  to  him,  old 
man,  come  here,  what  fault  have  you  committed  ? 
Chafe  faid  he  could  not  tell,  and  requefted  he 
would  call  any  honeft  man  in  the  camp  to  tell 
what  he  had  done;  the  gentlemen  then  called 
aloud,  and  defired  to  know  what  Chafe  hsid  done, 
and  having  again  called  to  the  fame  efFeft,  and 
no  one  appearing,  faid  perfon,  who  Chafe  be- 
lieves was  General  Perry^  ordered  him  to  be  fet 
at  liberty,  and  fent  a  man  to  guard  him  out  of 
the  camp.  When  William  Byrne,  and  the  rebel 
party,  which  confifled  principally  of  horfe,  came 
into  Tinehaly,  they  ordered  that  fuch  of  the  in- 
habitants as  were  Roman-catholics,  fhould  put 
Hp  lights  in  their '  houfes,  none  of  which  were 
burned,  but  all  others  were^ 

WILLIAM  GRAHAM  about  the  age  of  four- 
teen, was  taken  by  the  rebels  and  brought  to 
Mount  Pieafant,    he  and    other  prifoners  wer(? 

guarded 
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guarded  by  plkemen,  and  Mergin  was  the  ferjeant^ 
William  Byrne  came  into  the  ring,  with  a  drawn 
fword  in  his  hand,  and  was  afked  by  fome  of 
them  what  fiiould  be  done  with  the  children  ? 
Byrne  anfwered,  «<  damn  them,  kill  them  or  do 
IBvhat  you  like  with  them.*' 


SINCE  the  foregoing  part  of  this  Work  has 
been  committed  to  prefs,  fonie  Gentlemen  have 
called  upon  the  Editor,  and  requefted  that  the 
fubfequent  accounts  might  be  added,  which  are 
printed  agreeably  to  their  manufcripts,and  given  as 

SUPPLEMENTARY. 


LETTER     XXXI. 

TiNEHALY,  October  25,  1799. 

ON  Whitfun-Sunday  eve,  1798,  Lieutenant 
Bookey,  of  the  Camolin  yeomen-cavalry,  being 
on  piquet  between  his  own  houfe  and  Camolin^ 
was  furrounded  and  inhumanly  murdered  by  a 
party  of  rebels,  who  brought  him  to  his  own 
houfe,  which  they  burned ;  they  alfo  killed  and 
Vvounded  fome  of  his  party.  At  break  of  day 
the  next  morning,  a  party  of  the  yeomenry  and 
true  blues  of  Tinahely,  on  piquet  near  Wicklow- 
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gap,  perceiving  tke  houre  of  (Smith)  a  yeomani 
at  Anagh,  on  fire,  made  towards  it,  and  obferving 
fome  people  on  the   rocks  of  Conna-hill,  they 
purfued  them,  and  took  five,  ona  a  well-drelTed 
clever  young   man   (Ton   to  Laughlin  Finn,   of 
CamoHn,  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  a  refpec- 
table  farmer),  upon  whofe  clothes  was  difcovered 
blood  ;   they  were  then  brought  to   the  guard- 
houfe  of  Tinehaly,  where  an  exprefs  arrived  with 
the  account  of  Mr.  Bookey's  murder;  and  as, 
aipon  examination,    they  could  give  no  proper 
account  of  themfelves,  they  were  ordered  back 
to  Wicklow-gap,  there  to  be  foot  and   buried. 
It  has  ilnce  been  more  fully  proved  that  they 
murdered  Lieutenant  Bookey.    The  fame  morn- 
ing another  party  of  the  yeomenry  and  true  blues 
of  Tinehaly,  took  one  Doyle,  at  Kilpipe  church- 
yard ;  it  appeared  that  he  had  been  a  tenant  to 
Mr.  Bookey  of   Doneiliall,  brother  to  the  de- 
ceafed  Lieutenant ;    he  rode  one  horfe  and  led 
another,  and  was  after  conveying  a  Ton  of  his  to 
the   county   of   "Wicklow    mountains,    who  had 
-  been  concerned  in  the  murder  of  Mr.  Bookey— 
he  was  brought  to  Carnew,  where   he   fuftered 
death.  ,  Another  party  from  Tinehaly,  at  Bal- 
linglin,  took  three  men   with  pikes,  who  were 
afterwards  Ihot  near  the  church  of  Kilcommoji. 
Wicklov/-gap,  and  that  part  of  the  country,  be- 
ing the  pafs  from  the  counties  of  Kildare  and 

Wicklow 
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Wicklow  to  Wexford,  there  was  not  a  night 
after  until  the  feventeenth  of  June,  that  the  fame 
loval  people,  and  thg  yeomenry  and  loyalifts  of 
Shillelagh  and  that  neighbourhood,  by  fcouring 
the  country,  did  not  meet  with  more  or  lefs 
armed  rebels  (but  not  in  great  force)  going  back 
and  forward,  whom  they  uifpatched,— -not 
many  of  the  loyalifts  loft  their  lives.  A  Mr. 
Mathias  Dowfe,  and  a  lodger  of  his,  were  killed 
by  a  party  of  rebels  the  night  before  Colonel 
Walpole  was  defeated.:]:  On  account  of  the  defeat 
of  Colonel  Walpole,  and  the  rebels  being  in  pof- 
feOion  of  Gorey,  &c.  General  Loftus  retreated 
with  his  army,  a^cl  gave  direftions  that  all  the 
Shillelah  yeomenry  and  loyaliits  fhould  evacuate 
that  country,  and  march  to  fome  garrifon  town  ; 
upon  which  they  all  went  to  Racket's- town.  On 
the  fixteenth  of  June,  at  night,  twenty  thoufand 
rebels  matched  from  Limerick  camp  near  Gorey, 
to  Mount  Pieafant,  near  Tinehaly,  intending  to 
burn  Tinehaly  on  the  feventeenth  (which  they 
did),  and  on  that  night  to  march  to  and  attack 
Hacket's-town,  which  they  were  v/ell  informed 
had  but  about  four  hundred  yeomenry,  and  thirty 
of  the  Antrim  militia  for  its  protedlion  ;  provi- 
dentially,  at  twelve  o'clock  that  day,  General 
Dundas,  wlih  a  large  army  and  train  of  ariiilery,. 

X  For  ikh  4iFthn  fee  pages  I  2  \ — -4. 
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marched  in.  Tinehaly  being  in  view,  attd  on 
fire,  application  was  made  to  the  General  to 
relieve  it ;  he  declined  going  himfclf,  but  gave 
the  yeomenry  permijHion  ;  upon  which,  the  Shil-' 
Iclah  infantry,  Hacket's-town  infantry,  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  of  the  True  Bl«es,  with  Lord 
Roden's,  Captain  Hun^e's,  the  Shillclah  and  Bal- 
laghkeen  troops  of  cavalry,  volunteered,  and 
marched  under  the  command  of  Lord  Roden- 
The  rebels  had  piquets  on  the  different  hills  r^und 
the  town,  and  on  the  approach  of  the  corps  be- 
fore-mentioned they  precipitately  retreated  ta 
Mount-Pleafant ;  on  the  infantry  entering  Tine- 
fe^ly  (b3?^  which  fome  of  the  houfes  were  faved), 
the  rebels  fired  their  cannon,  but,  providentiallvj 
there  were  no  lives  lofV.  Lieutenant  Braddell, 
on  Tinehaly-hill,  narrowly  efcaped  one  of 
their  balls,  and  on  Captain  Waihright's  troop 
crof£ng  the  bridge  of  Tinehaly,  two  cannon  balls 
lodged  in  the  ar<rh  thereof.  Lord  Rodeii 
and  Captain  Hume's  troop  met  with  the  rebel 
piquet  that  had  been  on  Rofsbawn-hill,  ^nd 
killed  twenty^eight  of  thftni.  On  their  pafling 
through  the  church-lane  to  Tinehaly,  branches 
of  the  trees  were  lopped  off  over  their  heads,  by 
the  rebel  cannon,  yet  not  one  of  the  party  iv'ere 
killed.  This  has  been  accounted  for  lince — thofe 
who  pointed  the  cannon  being  the  artiUery-mea 
E  e  belonging 
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belonging  to  Colonel  Walpole,  who  if  ere  taken 
prifoners,  and  were  determined  to  prcferve  tht5 
loyalifts.  The  rebels,  that  night,  inftead  of  at- 
tacking Hackct's-town,  quit  Mount-Pleafant,  and 
encamped  at  Kilcavan,f  where  they  were  attacked 
next  day,  by  General  Dundas,  and  that  night 
retreated  towards  Vinegar-hilL  The  yeomenry 
and  loyalifts  on  their  return  home,  after  the  de- 
feat of  the  rebels  at  Vinegar-hill4  killed  many  of 
them  who  were  found  hidings  particularly  Capt. 
Dejylc,'  of  Knockbranden,  by  a  Tinchaly  True 
Blue/ 

A  recoilnoitering  party,  of  about  fifty  men, 
went  toTintban,  where  they  met  with  a  number 
of  cars  laden  t^ith  property,  fuppofed  to  be  taken 
from  Ennifcorthy,  efcofted  by  at  leaft  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  rebels,  men  and  women,  whom 
they  defeated,  killing  upwards  of  fifty.  They 
proceeded  to  take  the  cars  to  Tinehaly,  but  per- 
cdving  upwards  of  fire  hundred  horfemen,  on 
tht:  road  lirom  Gorey  (where  they  had  murdered 
every  Profeftant  they  could  meet),  purfuing  them, 
the  party  was  obliged,  after  taking  the  horfes,  to 
leave  thfe  cars  behind.    In  this  attack  a  rebd^ 

X  For  ^t  Ms  defeat  fee  iMTihe  viKSr^  pages  75— 
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leader  was  killed,  having  one  of  the  Caftle- 
t0wn  cavalry  helmets  on  him>  which,  with  a 
cockade,  |U(^c|j^,i^Cb$^^^  Tine- 

After  the  defeat  of  th^  rebels  at  Vlnegar- 
hiJI,  the  loyalifts  whofe  houfes  were  faved,  went 
home;  about  one  o'ciock  in  the  morning  of 
the  thirtieth  of  June^,  a  Gentleman  living  oa 
an  eminence  near  Tinehalyj  on  feeing  the  re- 
fieclion  of  fire,  w^^t  to  the.  window  of  his 
room,  from  whence  he  faw  feveral  houfes  in  the 
neighbourhood  in  a  blazer  particularly  on  the 
way  from  Ridenagh  rebel  camp  towards  Mr. 
Brownrigg's  of  Wingfield,  wbofehouft  they  al fa 
fet  on  fire.  A  rebel  party  went  to  burn  the 
l^oufeof  yiu  Thomas  Dowfe,  but  a  reconnoiter- 
ing  party  from  the  Tinehaly  corps  firing  upOB 
them,,  obliged  them  to  fly.  By  this  time  the 
great  body  of  the  rebels  were  going  over  Wick- 
low-gap,  making  for  Carnew  5  an  exprefs  was 
immediately  fent  th^re,  witb  this  account,  and 
anotherjQ  Gorey,  which  occafioned  a  party  of 
the  Ancient  Britons,  Gorey  and  Wingfie^ld  y4?o« 
menry  corps,  to  march  for  the  relief  of  Carnew  j 
but  unfortunately  the  rebels  being  foiiiimeroui?^ 
and  from  a  difadvantage  in  the  fit^atft^n  of  the 
place,  thefe  laft  corps  were  nearly  furrounded  in 
the  road  at  Ballyellis,  and  feveral,  particularly 
E  e  2  the 
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die  Ancient  Britons,  werekilkd ;  the  worneii  had 
itopped  the  only  two  paflages  by  which  the  King's 
troops  COUI4  cicape,  with  Umber, -ca^J^^kjihes, 
&c.  lb  that  had  it  not  been  for  an  excellent  ma- 
noeuvre of  about  thirty  of  the  yeomeii-<:avalryj 
who,  (not  being  in  unifjarm)  leaving  their  horfes, 
took  pofieiSon  of  a  dry  pond>  and  entrenched 
rUemfelyes ;  the  rebcjis  fuppofed,  tiiem  ta  be  their 
friends,  furrounding  thefe  loyal  people^ thereby 
they. might  have  put  all  of  them  to  death  5  but 
thefe  brave  fellows  fr^d  from  their  intrencji- 
mentSj  killed  feveral,  and  put  the  remained er  in 
u;ch  wnfufion,  as  gave-fiich  of  the  corps  as  had 
efcaped  an,  opportunity  of  making  their  ^  way 
through  the  interrupted  paflages.  ^ 

The  rcbel$  wlio  were  encamped  at^BaUynaanus^ 
and  thofe  at  Camolin,  met  at  Monafeed,  where^ 
upon  holding  a  council  ©f  war,  and  being  in- 
formed there  were  no  troops  in  Carnew,.  but  the 
yeomenry  of  the  town^  they  determir^  t-o  kill 
every  Proteftant,  man,  woman  and  child,  therein, 
and  deftroy  the  town.  An  exprefs  being  fent  xM 
to  Tomacork,  where  the  Coojlattin  ,Qorps,r  under 
Capt,  Chamney,  and  the  Tinehaly  corp5,  under 
Ciipt»  Mor€ton,  were :  they  immedi'ately-^  nrarchcd 
to  Carncw,  and  entered  i|  at  ^^^f^-eadj  j.uft  aa  the 
rebels  were  -fetting  fire  to  the  few  rema^lning 
houfes  at  the  ciker^   and  Mr.  Blayney's  extenilve 

diftlllery. 
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dirtiffetjrH^TIi^fe  (forps  gave  three  cKeers,  and 
adfvanced  up  the  ftreet,  while  the  Carnew  corps^ 
under  Gapt.  Swan,  commenced  a  heavy  fire  from 
the  large  malt-houfe  they  had  occupkd.  This 
unexpefted  reception,  after  the  horrid  bufinefs 
they  had  been  engaged  in,  threw  the  rebels  into 
co^fufion,  and  they  retreated  into  the  county  of 
Wexford,  followed  for  a  Ihort  diftance  by  the 
y^omenry. 

Next  day  the  corps  marched  off  to  BallyelUs, 
and  brought  m  the  dead  bodies  of  the  loyalifts, 
%hich  were  either  interred  in  Cafnew  church- 
yard, 61*  delivered  to  their  friends.  Thefe  were 
fofne  very  worthy  and  refpefteble  people  lafi:  on 
that  day, 

CJ^^tfe^  of  the  fecond  of  Julyv  two 

3iys  ifteri  the  rebels,  in  great  numbers,  appeared 
in  view  of  the  town,  but  made  no  attempt  on'  iVi 
'they  marched  off  towards  Tullo w,  piking  every 
Prot^ftaiit  they  met  with,  particuiarly  Meflrs.  G. 
Driver,  the  celebrated  boot-maker  of  Tiiiehaff 3, 
'William  Waters  of  Ballykeliy^  and  Jamfes  Tuani- 
%yi  all  I  inoffenfive  harmlels  meaV  bift"  tiei^ 
purfued  by  the  Shillelah  ^eomenty  cdrpsi  and 
^joined  on  the  road  by  the  Wingfield  tavalr^^^ 
they  wheeled  about  at  MuUinacuff,  ati<l  %rn<^ 
towards  Tinehaly^  until  they  came  on  Ballyrahme- 
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^^"'  ^^At^LE  OF  BJii^F^^ifiNE-HILL. 

'  •"  Irkitihctt  yeomenry  corps  attacked  them,  and 
killed  fever  at  j  they  were  aftually  on  the  rstreat, 

^hen  one  of  the  corps  having  nearly  cihaufted 
Aeir  ammunition,  gave  way,  which  encouraged 
them  fo  rtiuch,  that  they  all  poured  down,  and 

'liornpelled  the  yeomenry  corps  to  retreat.     Capt. 

'Moreton  of  rhe'^Finehaly  corps,  and  Lieutenant 
Ghamney  of  the  Coollattin  corps,  with  about 
fifty  men,  retreated  into  Ballyrahine-houfe,  on 
which  the  rebels  commenced  an  attack,  and 
kept  ft  op  until  three  o'clock  next  morning. 
They  then  encartiped  on  Fort  town-hill,  and 
bunlcd  the  houfe  there;  they  alfo  let  fire  to 
Ballyrahine  haggard  and  out-oiEces,  ahd'cluring 
the  night  were  conftantly  endeavouring  to  fet  fire 

-to  theheufe.  Several  fellows  in  the  zQ:  of  doing 
fo,  advanced  to  the  very  half-door,  with  furze, 
pitch,  and  ftraw,  j// covered  with  feather-beds ; 
the  fon  of  a  confidential  fervant  of  Captain 
GhamneyX  was  killed  in  the  aft  of  fet  ting  fire 
io  the  ftables.   It  is  now  known,  that  at  leall:  one 

/hundred   and  thirty  were  killed,   befides   many 

MkikiiiQidi  from  Ballyf ahlne-houfe   t^at   high  t ; 

'  having  the  advantage  of  the  light  from  the  burn- 
ing of  Fort-town-houfe  on  one  fide,  and  of  the 
haggard  on  the  other.  They  retreated  early  next 
morning  (continuing  their  burning  and  killing) 

to  Ballymanus. 

The 
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Tlie,  cqlebrated  Bridget.  Dolaa,?  givli^g  Infor- 
matioa  on  oath  againft  murderers,  lately  told  a 
circumftance  worthy  of  notice,  which .  happened 
that  night.  Several  wouxj^ded,  rebels  were  taken 
intaa  cabin  n^ar  Ballyrahine-boufe»  tobe  drefled  ; 
Bid^y  was^very  aftjve  and  haixdy  at  that  Jbi^Qefs ; 
her  ftory  was,  that  one  man  had  come  to  that 
cabin  fpr  a  coal  of  fire,  and  defired  that  feverai 
there  might  go  with  him,  to  fee  the  heretics  in 
Bally rahine-houfe  made  afhes  of.  Several  went 
with  him,  but  in  a  fhort  time  the  fame  man  re- 
tiirhed  :  when  flie  alked  hitt>  what  brouglit^him 
back  fo  foon,  he  faid  he  was  wouoded.i  upon 
which  fhe  defired  him  to  fit  dovvn,  until  ^heojther 
wounded  men  were  drcfled  j  wh^n,  pr<!paring  to 

"^  dref^  bim,  to  her  very  great  furpriCe,  fl^e^fpund 
bipi  dead,  having  epcpired  without  s^  igrpan  or 

'-^  figb.  There  was  a  rebel  chief  killed  (fuppaied 
to  he  a  prleft),  who. was  carried  to  a  cabin  at 
New-town,  wher^   he  lingered  for  fomre  hourf?, 

>  and  early  in  the  morning,  before  they  left  Fort- 
town-hill,  a  party  buried  bim  ati  >^ui)inacuff 
x:hurch-yard  ;  from  whenqp.,|>e^  V^a^  ^?fy .Mfly 
taken,  put  into  a  cQ^n>  and  brought  to  the  Mppi^r 
patt  of  the  county  of  Wexford,  Ha^  it  not 
t)een  for  the  deaths  of  tiie  :fwo  wortj^fy  and  niuch 
re||retjted  Captains  Chamrif^^l^i^d^  a  fon 

*  See  Byrne'' s  TriaL 
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of  Lieutenant  Chamney,  and  a  few  other  refpec- 
table  loyalifts,  who  fell  upon  this  occafion,  this 
battle  would  have  been  as  glorious  and  as^well 
worthy  of  notice  in  your  pubKcation  probably,  as 
any  other  that  happened.  The  different  acls  of 
courage,  &c.  of  thefe  loyal  people,  and  the  kind- 
ncfs  of  Providence  in  their  efcape,  has  been  very 
iignal,  not  one  in  the  haufe  was  ipjtired. 

■>-   i:i>i- >— ^~i1i   ^  5^:3.- :t  vl^j-. 

Carnew,  October  30,  1799. 

An  account  of  the  murder  of  Lieut.  Bookey, 
having  reached  the  Shilelagh  corps  on  Whitfun- 
Sunday,  the  Shillelagh  cavalry  under  Captain 
W?anri:ght,  the  Coolatin  and  Carnew  companies 
under  Captains  Chamney  and  Sv/an,  and  about 
fifty  Antrim  militia  under  Captain  I.  Rowan, 
making  about  forty  cavalry  and  one  hundred  and 
fifty  infantry,  paraded  in  Carnew  about  12 
o^clock,  and  immediately  marched  in  purfuit  of 
the  rebels — after  picking  up  a  few  ftragglers  in 
arms>  they  got  information  about  j  o'clock,  that 
the  rebels  were  in  great  force  on  a  hill  called  Kill- 
thomas,  between  Camolin  and  Carnew,  where 
our  fmail  party  immediately  proceeded,  and  found 
them  drawn  up  on  the  fummit  of  the  hill,  with  a 
high  ditch  in  front,    and  their  officers  mounted 

and 
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and  riding  along  their  lines.  On  our  appearing 
on  ijie  rcrad  uiKier  them,  thejr  gave  a^favage  yell 
^lA  beckoned  with  their  hats,  during  us  ta  the 
conabat — they  fecraed  to  be  about  three  thoufand 
and  great  ixumbersof  women  were  anaong  tben^. 

BATTLE   OF   KlLLrHOMAS.^^,:^^^ 

Our  fmall  party  were  ordered  to  advance  up  the 
hiU  by  companies,  and  form  as  they  came  up  fefe- 
hind  a  ditch  about  150  yards  in  front  of  the  re- 
bels, 'which  '  vas  doae  with  great,  fteadinefs, 
neither  party  firing  a  fliot — each  continued  fome 
time  in  their  pofidoni^until  at  laft  the  rebels  came 
over  the  ditch  and  fired  at  us,  which  was  return* 
cdbrifkly,  and' after  two  df  three  fduiids  *our 
gallant  little  party  leaped  over  the  ditch  in  their 
front  and  immediately  ad-vanccd  up  the  hlU  :  the 
rebels  inftantly  broke  and  difperfed  inalldirec« 
lions,  leaving  coats,  JfliGei^,  arms  of  all  d^fcrlp* 
.tions,  and  feveral  handkerchiefs' of  provifions 
^behind. — ^The  cavalry  purfued  them  lintil  nigh^ 
and  killed  great  numbers.    'We   kir'fe^^^  to 

Carnew  about  8  o'clock  without  any  loiV'on  our 
fide^  except  Captain  Rowah^s  mare  which  was  kll- 
led—Mf:  Cope  reabr  of CariicMr,  ^id  %v^^^  6f 
the  loyal  inhabitants' J^aftook  oh  lie  fSi|d^s  of  t5ie 
day, 

ATTACK 
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m^iqii^ 
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IN  the  night  of  thd  fwenty-fixth  :<IF  .May^ 
1798,  a  large  body  of  rebels  approached  the 
town  of  Leixlip,  whrchyftoSi  its  contiguity  to 
the  metropolis,  feemed  to  be  an  objeft  of  impor- 
tance to  them  ;  as  there  was  no  barrack  there,- 
and  only  a  few  military  ftatloned  in  the  place, 
tHe  rebels  advanced,  with  mxkth  c€^nfi(ie^ce^  under 
the  dire£l:lon  of  one  &««V^,  their  lecvda*"  Very 
forlnnately  Colonel  Gordon  had  arrived  in  the 
cojftrfil  of  ihq  evening,  vith  a  detachment  of  the 
Invernefs  fencibles  and  two  field*pieces.  As  the 
rebels  came  near  the  town,  they  perceived  the 
two  pieces  of  cannon,  but  ftill  fuppofing  there 
was  only  a  trifling  guard,  they  became  elated 
with;  tiiic  idea^  9£./fi|i^i#g^L«N@^  Ciffi^ing  offV  the 
car>nol;^^,:^■:  -^.^-fj  l'-  -n;:/-.  t:^d -v*;!^"  ,'M"^  "- 

With  this  ^xpeftatlon  th^y  rufhed  furioufly 
forward,  when  a  fire  of  grape-fhot  was  opened 
upvn  tlicmy  their  progrefs  was  in ftantly  checked  j 
and  they  wejpe  thrown  into  fpme  confufion.  Gol, 
GojRDON,  taking  advantage  of  this  circumftanccj 
ordered  a  charge  with  fixed  bayonets,  which 
threw  the  enemy  into  fuch  confternation,  that 
they  fled  in  all  direftions,  leaving  behind  them 
between  fifty  and  fixty  in  killed  and  wounded^. 

This  lofs  was  felt  fo  feverely,  and  the  rebels 
were  impreflcd  with  fuch  an  opinion  of  the  ftea*- 

dinefs 
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dinefs  and  courage  of  the  Invernefs  regiment,  that 
L»cixlip  remained  afterwards  free  from  any  attaU^ 
duriu^  the  exiftence  of  the  rebellion. 


I 


HAVINXa^  ftated  in  the  first  part  of  the 
Narrative^  that  a  difappointment  was  expe- 
rienced bf  the  forces  under  Lieut,  C<A.Gougb^ 
m  not  having  the  affiftance  and  co*operation  of 
Colonel  Gordon  in  the  engagement  with  the  rebels 
on  the  twelfth  of  July,!  the  Editor  takes  this 
opportunity  af  inferting  the  partictilars,  whit^  ' 
have  been  fince  communicated  to  him,  and  whicK 
-clearly  fhew  that  the  junftioa  of  the  two  armies 
was  prevented  by  mere  accident. 

It  appears,  that  upon  the  very  fame  morning 
when  jbieut.  Ctk.Gough  left  Edenderry,  in  purftiit 
of  the  rebels  who  had  retreated  from  Clonard, 
Colonel  Gordon^  who  was  then  ftationed  at  Trim, 
received  information  of  a  large  body  of  rebels 
having  arrived  at  a  place  called  Longwood,  orl 
their  route  through  the  county  of  Meath,  and 
^the  Qo>lonel  apprehending  that,  much  mifchief 
might  enfue,  if  they  were  fuffered  to  ^tettiairi 
^^na^olefted,  he  marched  from  Trrm  with  p^rt  of 
the  Duke^of  York's  invernefs  HigblaRdersf  tl^ 
Trimtj:#Qp>ea»cavalry  and    infantry^    arid  the 

X  See  PART  tie  first,  fag^es':iQ.  30.  -^^ 
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Rathcool  rangers  (corps  that  were  ^yer  prompt 
and  zealous  to  a^  with  th«  King's  forces).  Upoa 
the  approach. ef  this  body  the  rebels  retired  from 
Longwood  to  KilmuUen,  fetting  fire  to  the  houfcs 
of  the  loyalifts  as  they  pafled^  Every  exertion 
was  made  by  Colonel  Gordon  and  his  party,  to 
come, up  with  the  rebels,  but  their  flight  was  fo 
precipitate,  that  the  Colonel  was  only  enabled  to 
cut  ofF  a  few  ftraggling  ;parties  (amounting  ia  the 
whole  to  between  forty  and  fifty  men),  and  after 
a  purfuit  of  fifty-feven  hours,  darknefs  affiled  in 
faving  the  rebels  from  deftru&ioa.  The  difficulty 
of  getting  the  cannon  forward,  confiderably  re- 
tarded the  progrefs  of  Colonel  Gordon's  march; 
iis,  from  the  ftate  of  the  country,  he  could  not 
with  any  prudence  venture  to  leave  them  behiifd 
hfm. 

In  thus  manner  Colonel  Gordon  was  occupied 
r^e  •entire  day ;  he  Lad  leftt  Trim  at  an  early 
?icur,  and  \Tas  actually  in  chace  of  the  rebels, 
when  the  exprefs  was  difpatched  from  Edenderry^ 
Thefe  facts  fatisfaclorily  account  for  Colonel 
Gordon's  not  receiving  the  exprefs  ;  and  the 
flight  of  the  enemy  he  purfued  leading  him  in  a 
(^?ire£tion  remote  from  the  point  to  which  Li^it. 
Col.  Gough  moved,  prevented  a  junilion  with 
the  latter,  had  the  former  been  even  apprized  in 
any  part  of  the  day  of  the  import  of  the  difpatch 
intended  for  him. 

Thk 
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This  co.mpletely  explains  the  fatality  jj  alluded 
to  in  the  .fir$t  PARTof  the  Ni^RRATiVE*  The 
Editor  finds,  that  fome  have  thought  the  expref- 
fion  rather  too  itrong,  as  implying  fomewhat  of 
ne^left — he    is  confcicus    thjit    he  had  no  fuch 

'  intention^  his  objeft  being  to  detail  fa£ts  without 
prefuming  to  animadvert ;  he  feels  happy  in  this 
opportunity  of  reprefenting  the  matter  in  its  true 
light,  and  of  joining  his  teft-imony  to  the  public 
i?oice,  in  favour,  of  the  accomplimed  gentlem^in 

'  and  gallant  foldier,  the  Commandir  of  ihc  Invsnuj 
Fencihles. 


Adi'itlonal  T ari'tculars  relative  to  the  Second-  Attach 
on  Haciefs'tcivn, — See  Page   19O0 

IN  the  courfe  of  the  day  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brown- 
rigg,  redtor  of  the  parifli  (v/ho  had  been  in  the 
houfe  with  Mr.  Magee  from  the  commencement 
of  the. attack)  becoming  anxious  to  hear  intelli- 
gence from  the  barracks,,  as  well  to  comrnHnlcate 
to  thofe  who  were  engaged  there^  hov/  eSiCtuaHy 
they  were  fupported  by  Mr.  Magec  and  his  iittk 
party,  walked  from  the  houie  to  the  barrack?, 
where  he  roufed  the  defponding  fpirits  of  the  al- 
moil  exhaufted  combatants,— He  had  not  been 
long  there  w  hen  a  propofal  w^as  made  by  Mrs, 
Perry,  that  flie  fl^ould  be  fent  to  her  hufband  ac- 
companied by  a  flag  of  truce ;  which   it  was   fup- 

II   See  PiiRT  the  firsTj  pa^e  30. 
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pofed  would  put  an  end  to  the  battle,  but  this 
ftep  appeared  to  Mr.  Brownrigg  more  Hkely  to 
animate  the  rebels  to  greater  exertions,  and  he 
accordingly  refifted  the  prop^jfal  ftrenuoufly, 
which  otherwife  would  probably  have  been  adopt- 
ed'by  the  commanding  officer. 


.A  Gentleman  ivhc  hsaded  the  Lcyalijls  requejled 
the  fcllo<ivbig  JJjGuld  be  fubjoinedyto  which  the  Editor 
chearfully  acquiefceSy  his  primary  intenticn  being  Im- 
part ia/ity\ 

Early  in  the  adllon  Mrs.  Hardy,  mother  of 
Captain  Hardy,  the  wife,  two  grown  up  daugh- 
ters, and  a  young  ion  of  Lieut.  Chamney's,  were 
taken  prifoners  and  brought  into  the  rebel  lines, 
where  they  were  witnefles  of  dreadful  flaughter  ; 
but  juftice  demands  us  to  fay,  they  were  protect- 
ed from  any  injury  by  General  Perry  and  a  man 
calling  himfelf  Col.  M^Mahon,  who  conveyed 
them  to  places  of  fafety  until  the  aftion  was  over: 
the  fame  ladies  were  again  made  prifoners  at  Bal- 
lyrahine,  and  afecond  time  were  treated  with  hu- 
manity by  the  leaders  of  the  rebels,  though  in 
both  places  they  were  often  threatened  v/ith 
death  by  the  common  fellows. 
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Kilcullen,  2d  attack, 

ditto 

1^8 

Ballimore, 

May  25, 

125 

Hacket's-town, 

ditto 

67 

Monaftereven,     - 

ditto 

139 

Carlo  vy, 

ditto 

34 

Tara-hill, 

May  36, 

161 

Leixlip, 

ditto 

322 

Oulart, 

May  27, 

98 

Killthomas, 
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Battles. 

When  fought. 

Page. 

Killthomas, 

- 

May  37, 

331 

Ennifcorthy, 

- 

28, 

102 

Rathangan, 

- 

ditto 

195 

Curragh  of  Kildare, 

31, 

137 

Newtownbarry, 

June    I , 

144 

Tubbernerneen, 

4. 

120 

Rofs, 

•» 

5, 

38 

Timahoe, 

w 

8, 

9 

Antrim, 

- 

7, 

116 

Saintfield, 

- 

9, 

196 

Arklow, 

im 

ditto 

70 

Ballinahinch, 

- 

June  12, 

179 

Kilbeggan, 

- 

18, 

60 

Kilcavan, 

- 

ditto 

187 

Balynafcarty, 

- 

June  19, 

149 

Ovitftown, 

- 

ditto 

1^3 

GofF's-bridge, 

June  20, 

154 

Vinegar-hill, 

- 

21, 

75 

New-bridge, 

- 

23, 

4t 

Coolbawn, 

- 

ditto 

45 

Caftlecomber, 

ditto 

46 

Hacket's-town, 

June  25, 

190 

Kilconnel-bill, 
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Battles.  When  fought.  Page. 

Kilcoimell-hill,  June  26,  51 

Fox's-hill,            -  29,  II 

Ballyrahine-hill,  July    a,  3^8 

Carnew,               -  — ~    3,  315 

Clonard,              -  ii,  12 

Longwood,         -  12,  324 

Killala,  firft  attack^  Aug.  22,  203 

Caftlebar,             -  — —  27,  217 

Coloony,              -  Sept.    5,  364 

Granard,              -             ditto  244 

Wilfon's-hofpital,  Sept.    6,  358 

Caftlebar,  2d  battle,  12,  237 

Ballinamuck, 20,  278 

Killala  retaken,  2^6,  !2;o8 


ERRATA. 

Page  104,    line  5,  for  Lieut.  Brien,  read   Prior. 
Page  159,  line  12,  for  Capt.  Tatoo,  read  Tatlo. 
Page  189,  line  27,  for  forty  Antrim,  read  thirty. 
Page  221,    line  4,  for  Teeling,  read  Roach. 
Page  234,  line  25,  for  Norcot,  read  Urquhart ; 

and  alfo  through  other  parts  of  the  affair  of 

Caftlebar. 
Page  273,  line  18,  for  are  extracts,  read    is  an 

extraft. 
Page  257,  in  note,  for  his  fcn^  read  his  nephew. 


JUST  Publifiied  by  the  Printer   hereof, 
The   Trial  of 

JOHN     T  U  I  r  E, 

OTHERWISE 

CAPTAIN  FEARNOUGHT, 

For  the  Murder  of  the 

REV.    GEORGE    KNIPE, 

Before  the  Hon.   Judge  Chamberlain,  at  Trim, 

Summer  Affizes,  1799. 

[Price   only.    Sixpence   Halfpenny^ 


IN  the  Prefs  and  will  be  adorned  with  Cuts, 
BLOSSOMS   OF  MOPvALITY, 

Intended  for  the    Amufement  and   Inftruftion  of 
Young  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

BY  THE  EDITOR  OF 

THE  LOOKING-GLASS  FOR  THE  MIND. 
[Price  BowtJ  2^'  3^0 


EVERY  New  Publication  as  foon  as  publiflied. 
Stationary  of  all  kinds — School-Books — Printing 
of  every  defcription,  from  a  Card  to  the  largeji 
V'jJume^  at  Jones's  Public  Printing  Office. 


GENUINE  FAMILY  MEDICINE, 
JVSr  IMPORTED. 
DoHor  Anderfon's  Pills,  prepared  by  the  origi- 
nal Proprietor  in  England,  Robert  Anderfon. — 
Their  well  known  efficacy  for  100  years  paft,  is 
their  beft  recommendation.  Their  operation  is 
mild,  and  they  are  fuperior  to  thole  made  in  Ire- 
land  "^  Sold  in  oval  boxes  with  full  direc- 
tions at  IS.  7dh.  each,  by  J.  JONES,  91,  Bride- 
ftreet,  where  mav  be  had  FISHER'S  GOLDEN 
SNUFF. 


/n. 


q) 


BINDING  SECT.       APH2  7ig75l 


PLEASE  DO  NOT  REMOVE 
CARDS  OR  SLIPS  FROM  THIS  POCKET 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO  LIBRARY 


DA  Jones,  John,  of  Dublin 
94-9        An  impartial  narrative 
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